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Vermont may have a good reputation as the homes of Senator Bernie Sanders and Ben & Jerry.

But it is not all peace and love in Vermont 

We also have 18 F-16 jet fighter bombers based at Vermont’s main commercial airport in South Burlington.

Those F-16s, flown by our Vermont Air National Guard, were deployed in Afghanistan in 2013 and they just finished 600 more combat missions in Syria and Iraq in March of this year. 

In two years the Air Force will replace Vermont’s aging F-16s with new F-35 fighter bombers. The F-35 is capable of dropping nuclear bombs. With its stealth coating it is a first strike weapon. It can penetrate foreign airspace with its bombs without being detected by radar. Vermont Senator Patrick Leahy, our Governor, our Congressman, and yes, Bernie Sanders all support basing F-35 fighter bombers in South Burlington Vermont. 

Not just Ben and Jerry oppose F-35 basing. Retired Air Force Colonel Rosanne Greco did an independent investigation while she was Chair of the South Burlington City Council and now provides leadership to the campaign to stop the F-35. 

Opposition has been intense since 2010:
C 

Picket lines and demonstrations

C 

Mass protests at Senator Leahy’s office

C 

Marches 

C 

Rallies 

C 

A debate

C 

We won a referendum vote on the ballot in the City of Winooski to stop the F-35

C 

City Council votes

C 

news conferences

C 

Town meetings

C 

Mass participation in City Council meetings in Burlington

C 

post card campaign and letters to the Air Force

C 

Requests under the Freedom of Information Act

C 

Two law suits 

C 

Members got more than 25 opinion pieces published in news media

C 

massive coverage in print and broadcast news media in Vermont and nationally 

C 

All polling showed majority opposition to basing F-35 jets

C 

I ran for election as Vermont Adjutant General in 2013 and used the campaign to speak to news media and Vermont House and Senate about dangers of F-35 basing. After that campaign the legislature changed the law to prevent a civilian from running. 

C 

I also ran for election to the South Burlington City Council in March 2017 featuring opposition to F-16 and F-35, and I got 46% of the vote.

For many people in Vermont the purpose of opposing F-35 basing includes what this conference is all about; stopping war and stopping deployment of a weapon of mass destruction. And stopping Vermont collaboration and participation in illegal, immoral, unjust wars of aggression based on lies, like the war in Iraq. And stopping weapons that make war possible and more likely. 

In addition, there are five other highly charged local issues: 

C 

Intense noise; 

C 

High risk of a crash of an F-35 and high; consequences of such a crash;

C 

Making civilians around the airport into human shields

C 

Loss of affordable housing; and 

C 

Unconstitutional airport governance

Noise: The F-16 is incredibly loud. So loud that an Air Force Environmental Impact Statement confirmed that the F-16 flights subject nearly 2000 families to such a dangerous level of noise that the Federal Aviation Administration says their homes are unsuitable for residential use. 

Fortunately the Vermont F-16's are pretty old and will be retired in 2 years. But that same Air Force EIS reports that the F-35 that is coming to replace them is more than four-times louder than the F-16. The Air Force report says the F-35 will bring thousands more families into the intense unsuitable for residential use noise zone. 

The Air Force, the Federal Aviation Administration, the World Health Organization all acknowledge that aircraft noise at that level causes severe damage to children and adults.

Reporting on the results of multiple scientific studies, the World Health Organization (WHO) concluded that half the children exposed to noise at the level shown in the Air Force report suffer cognitive impairment [see Figure 3.2 page 48]: delayed reading and degraded concentration, memory and attention. And adults, vascular disease. 

In view of the danger, the FAA forthrightly offered the City of Burlington, which owns the airport, grants to buy and demolish homes in the noise zone under its noise compatibility program. Burlington has so far accepted $57 million in grants from the FAA, bought 200 of these affordable homes in South Burlington, relocated the families to get them out of the noise danger zone, and demolished the homes leaving 44 acres of vacant land near the airport entrance.

This isn’t ordinary airport noise. The detailed Air Force study of noise acknowledges that the F-16 jets “dominate” noise at the Burlington Airport and that "the contribution of civilian aircraft to noise is negligible compared to the military aircraft contribution." [see page BR4-26] 

But the 200 homes were the tip of the iceberg; according to a Burlington study produced by the airport, at least 976 more workforce affordable homes remain in the same intense F-16 noise zone as those 200 homes. The FAA says they are all unsuitable for residential use and should all be taken down and the families relocated. The only disagreement the Air Force has is that the Air Force noise map shows nearly twice as many homes in the noise danger zone. 

The Air Force noise map shows that the F-35 will put thousands more families in the neighboring City of Winooski into the noise danger zone. 

Bernie Sanders and Patrick Leahy are in denial about the health and cognitive damage already done to families by the F-16. Both Senators refused even to meet with any of the families in the noise danger zone.

Sadly, on the F-16 and F-35, and on other military-industrial state programs and on foreign intervention Bernie is not leading the way. 

Crash: Noise is not the only health and safety problem. In its report, the Air Force said that like all new fighter jets, the F-35 is expected to have a much much higher crash rate than the F-16 that has been crashing and improving for 30 years. 

High crash risk is only half of the crash problem. The other half is the high consequence of a crash. Far worse for the F-35. The F-16 has an aluminum body that does not catch fire. But when the F-35 crashes and burns in a fire started by the thousands of gallons of jet fuel it carries, its largely military carbon composite body and stealth coating will also catch fire. An Air Force report says that composite bodies and stealth coatings will burn and emit an incredibly dangerous toxic soup of chemicals, fibers, and particulates. The Air Force report says the only solution is prevention. 

The high crash rate and foreseeable plume of toxic chemical combustion products is akin to intentional chemical warfare on thousands of Vermont families. 

Here we are at a peace and environmental conference. The incredible horrors of war inflicted on foreign civilians and their environment are well known to all of us from Vietnam to Iraq, and we strongly oppose US intervention. 

But here is a case of Vermont politicians knowingly, consciously, and intentionally using weapons of war against our own civilians and our own environment for training. Politicians in lock step supporting F-35 basing and demonstrating disregard for health, safety, and cognitive development of Vermont children and thousands of working class families living within the noise and crash zones of the airport. 

Accountable government: We have been fighting F-35 basing for 7 years but the fight is far from over. We are currently joining and building yet a new campaign to challenge airport governance. 

The 976 South Burlington families in the F-16 noise zone have no vote, no representation and no influence over the Burlington City Council that effectively governs health and safety in their neighborhood because Burlington owns the airport which is entirely located in the neighboring city of South Burlington. This is a situation flatly contradicting a Vermont Constitutional requirement that officers of government be legally accountable to the people they govern [see Article 6]. 


As landlord, the Burlington City Council has power to telephone its tenant, the Vermont Air National Guard, and insist that no military equipment noisier than ordinary commercial jets shall be based at its airport.

The governance issue is hot. Last month City Councils in both South Burlington and Winooski adopted resolutions calling for an end to exclusive Burlington ownership of the airport so the people in neighboring towns that are deeply affected by airport operations have elected representation and an accountable government. 

Fundamental human rights to health and safety and accountable government are in head to head clash with basing F-16 and F-35 fighter jet bombers at this airport in Vermont. The question is either warplanes or people and environment. 

Many of the harms that make Vermont totally unsuitable for F-16 and F-35 basing will affect a dozen other locations the Air Force wants to base F-35 jets. Success in abolishing the F-16 and F-35 in Vermont is a step toward abolition everywhere. While they escalate wars, we must escalate the local campaigns into a national and international movement to stop the F-35, all such weapons, and the wars they permit.

That campaign must include taking power away from the war makers and environmental destroyers. We need to build organization to take power away from the two parties of war. We need to organize to take power based on all the movements for social justice. With one person one vote. Thank you very much.





