
WHAT DOES U.S. MILITARY 
SPENDING BUY?

ITS CONTRIBUTION TO WARS AROUND THE WORLD, AND 

ITS THREAT TO END THE WORLD AS WE KNOW IT
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HOW US MILITARY SPENDING PROMOTES WAR
• Sets the example for the world 

• “Peace Through Strength” normalizes the pursuit of military violence as the answer 

to everything 

• Buys the silence of people who would otherwise oppose war



THREAT OF NUCLEAR ESCALATION

Explicit Threat

Implicit Threat 

Deterrent Threat

Collateral Threat

 Lesson to many nations that only nuclear weapons

  keep a nation safe

 Countries that now want to share them:

  Poland, Finland, Lithuania, South Korea

  Iran ? 

  Saudi Arabia’s new deal for nuclear material 

 



EXPLICIT THREATS

Far-right minister says nuking Gaza an option, PM 
suspends



IMPLICIT THREATS



DETERRENCE 



DETERRENCE FAILURES

• Argentina vs Britain in the Falklands 1982

• Arab states vs Israel 1973

• Iraq vs Israel 1991

• Iran vs Israel 2025-6

• Ukraine vs Russia 2025-6

• India vs Pakistan  1999, 2001,2016, 2019, 2025



POSSESSION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
ARE BEST PROTECTION OF SOVEREIGNTY

YES

• No nuclear states invaded

• No further use in hot wars

• Those who gave up nukes

• Libya

• Iraq

• Ukraine

• South Africa

• Kazakhstan

• Sweden 

• Switzerland

• Bhutan

• Iceland

• Thailand

• Japan

• Australia 

• New Zealand

• Canada

• Costa Rica

• Many microstates

No



Accident/Theft

Miscalculation Madness



WHAT CAN BE DONE?

STOP THE FLOW OF MONEY INTO WAR AND NUCLEAR WEAPONS

Immediate Action – Stop the National Defense Authorization Act

  This will be voted on in November or December  

  It barely passed the House in July, and was blocked in the Senate

  They are working on making it acceptable, let your reps know it is not

Other Advocacy - 

 Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons

     Back from the Brink, Slash the Pentagon Act

Long Term: Educate the public that military spending as a job killer 

General Strike

Tax resistance


	Slide 1: What does U.S. Military spending buy?
	Slide 2
	Slide 3: How US military spending promotes war
	Slide 4: Threat of nuclear Escalation
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Deterrence Failures
	Slide 9: Possession of nuclear weapons  are best protection of sovereignty
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: What can be done?

