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For Alex and the children everywhere:
May we leave your world in a better state than when we
arrived.
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PREFACE:

10 percent of any popul afpdrcemisi s cr uel

merciful, no matter what, and the remaining 80 percent can be moved in
either direction. o

- Susan Sontag

T buewe gam Hesaome something lesa than

iwWe can n r
t rightening ease. 0

vV e
human wi f

e
h
- N.K. Jemisin

Al n a cr ue érlearred td lauglyad aruelty or spent your life
weeping. o

- Robert Jordan
fiMore action! Less tears! o

- Thee Silver Mount Zion

| am a daughter. My father joined the Marines at age
seventeen and caught the tail end of World War Il. He lived in
China for yeas and was involved in the Korean and Vietnam
conflicts. My father was a nurse, police officer, and drill
sergeant who served in two branches of the miliarthe
Marines and the Army. | was born at Fort McPherson in
Georgia, where my dad ran the OB/GYNhi, and | lived in
Yokohama, Japan, for four years during his service. He retired
after putting in twenty years of duty to our country. My mother
read Winniethe-Pooh stories to me and | was delighted with the
blustery day adventures. | am also a mothMy.son was born
in 1996 and | began taking him to see movies when he was
about thregyears old. This was often a weeklyand sometimes
daily 7 event. In 2001, | noticed a serious change in content:
torture in G rated films.



His life began like the live of many: Dressed in fuzzy
onesies, his head cautiously cradled, he rested in the perfectly
chosen crib lined with Beatrix Potter linens. Upon waking, he
saw hanepainted images of Peter Rabbit and Jeremy Fisher on
his wall. We gave him the finest clothdéke best of nutrition,
tons of hugs. As a parent, | did all the things | thought
imperative:Teaching him to be kind, making sure he knew the
world was a nice place, readir@goodnight Moonand | Love
You as Muclon a daily basis. | began our collectionDisney
movies early on, earnestly wanting to share with him my
memories of Herbie, the anthropomorphic 1963 Volkswagen
Beetle, fromThe Love BugandPollyanna the girl with the
happy streak who convinces those around her to find reasons to
be glad.

Even before noticing Toysturk
Story, we bought the diredb-videoBrave Little Toasteseries.
Despite the adorable voices, bright colors, and catchy songs, we
sat with dropped jaws as the air conditioner character got so
upset, ke blew up, and we endured the horror trope action where
horrid scenarios are faced by the anthropomorphized characters
T little did | know this was only the beginning of swaying youth
to appreciate ruthlessness. Violent, cruel, frightening, and
militaristic images and messages now regularly appear in many
films made especially for children and youth, including the
following: A cow having a difficult calf delivery is abandoned
by her veterinarian irCloudy With a Chance of Meatballs 2
(PG, 2013); an entiraafmily is placed on a torture rack and 9/11
imagery of a plane bent on destruction is seen approaching a
city in The IncrediblegPG, 2004); Buzz Lightyear is shown as
brutal captor over his friends in the surveillait@den dystopia
and prison/concentratiocamp satire;Toy Story 3(G, 2010);
gruesome horror action is presented as a house is taken over by
the spirit of a woman teased literally to deativVionster House



(PG, 2006); women are depicted as psychoticRatatouille

( G, 2007) ; t aneount d assoded wdapohry in n g
Despicable Meand Despicable Me 2as well as subordination

of nonEnglish speaking workergPG, 2010, 2013); and
Maleficent(PG, 2014) basically shows a roofie date rape scene
where she is drugged and her body vicious|yated.

Thankfully, my return to college taught me how to be
media literate; that is, | learned to deconstruct the messages
raining down on us hourly and | taught this to my son. He is
now better equipped than madstncluding mei to catch when
the media tries to scare us and make us mean. This is the answer
to what | consider the most pressing problem of our time: Learn
the many ways in which our views are formed and teach what
you learn to youth. We do not have to be helpless and allow our
work as @rents, educators, and responsible adults to be cast
aside in favor of the latest video game or television show. | am
not for censorship of any kind; I, too, love this media, but | do
think thereds a probl em. Once
happeningthe battle should ease; when the new generation sees
how they are being manipulated by big media and its obsession
with brutality, they themselves will take over the work that we
are starting, and they will want to be a part of creating a more
caring world Whether real violence or representations of
violence, there are well over a thousand studies which state that
violence1 even between cartoon charactérss harmful to
children. Period.

Glorification of militarism has redife implications. In
addition to the countless on both sides injured and killed during
wartime, there is another stati
their own | iveséAs shocking as



be hi®lpnedr .@nother: A[Iln 2012]
among active duty personnklalmost one a day. That means
that there are now more suicides among active duty soldiers
than there ar 20ndayonawinteddecades s .
ago, my father accidentally killed a man he mistakenly thought
was trying tosteal food/weapons from a military storage facility
in China, having aimed to injure from a great distance. He had
yelled for him to stop twice in Chinese beforehand. He tried to
find the family of the man to explain what happened, to
apologize, and to t&kcare of them the rest of his life but he was
unable to accomplish that mission. This haunted him all of his
days. The point is: War takes a toll. My book is ultimately
dedicated to those who try to do the right thing under difficult
circumstances and the humanity in all of us, especially since
there are fewer and fewer depictions of that humanity for
children.
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INTRODUCTION:

AThe technique is wonderful. I didnot
would never let my children come closettthhe t hi ng. o

- Vladimir Zworykin: Comments of the developer of television,
interviewed onhis9%b i rt hday, 31 Dec 681.

Ni ck Bil't
Steve Job
usea t home. 0O

rvi ewer: ASo, yo
it

on, inte
S AiThey haveno6t wused

iMy kids accuse me and my wife of bei
about tech, and they say that none of their friends have the same

ruleséThat 6s because we have seen the
content, becoming addicted to deicbullying from other kids] of

technol ogy firsthand. | 6ve seen it in
to my kids. o

- Chris Anderson, former editor @#iredd and now chief executive
of 3D Robotics, a drone makér.

Increased violence, militarism, and cruedtng occurring
across media: in music videos; in songs on the radio; in
educational settings, materials, and books for students and the
gener al publ i c; I n childrenos
television; on thelnternet; in newspapers and magazines; in
print and other advertising; in video games; at sports and other
promotional events; at science centers and amusement parks;
and in films for general through mature audiences. This barrage
of messages thereby sificantly affects the American
population and those who receive these exports. | call this
phenomenon the Circuit of Cruelty or the Mean Matrix because
there is a cumulative effect on new generations as multiple

3Nick. Af 12y ® a{ (S&SOK2 ot Fherey@EYodeTimes &
Sept. 10, 2014ttp://www.nytimes.com.html
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genres pummel them with messages couchedercoolness of

a busi ness empireos popul ar C
incomplete without entertainmeiit and we truly love these

songs, shows, and filmisU.S. media is changing our collective
perspective and personality for the worse at an alarming rate.

| contend that this is part of a collective effort: d@reck
representations of women in music videos; songs which speak
of death and destruction; classroom activities teaching cruelty;
television programming which promotes fdmsed subject
matter and unrealistic views of women and minorities;
tightening control over Internet, newspaper, and magazine
content which minimizes democracy; women made to look like

theydve just been rapedspirdedd | ef
first-person shooter videogamme one actually na
Dead, 0 complete with scary, cli

science centers showing human and animal bodies without skin
which takes away the uniqueness of creatures; films for adults
that include gore and dismembermeke Blades of GloryPG-

13, 2007), in which a shot of a head being chopped off is shown
repeatedly in between ot herwise
skewering while very much alive ifhis Is the EndR, 2013), a

flying finger in Dinner for Schmuck¢PG-13, 2010), a finger
chopped off inFour Rooms(R, 1995), the severed head and
multiple finger chopping inThe Grand Hotel BudapesR,

2014), and decapitation of the giraffe and casual attitude of its
new owner after the event irhe Hangover 3R, 2013); ad, of
course, G ated childrenés films wit
cruelty.

My intent is not to give a balanced view of media
there are plenty of wetlone, kindhearted programs for
children and others and there are positive messages even inside
ofpr obl emati c medi a. l'tds not th



in earlier medi a, itdéds that it
find media without such content. My goal is to present the new,
disturbing trends which are in vogue in American society.
Though | cite specific examples throughout this book, please
note that these examples are but a drop in an ocean of similar
content. Whether you are a parent, a grandparent, or a person
who knows a child exposed to other children, media, or society
in general it is hoped that once you become aware of this
content, you will begin identifying it in multiple spheres and
that you will share your findings with friends and family; it is
also hoped that you will help to create a paradigm shift by
expressing a wishof exemplary work for kids and others the
world over; moreover, once you identify what is occurring in
the world of youth, it is hoped that you will be more aware of
the ways in which we and the world are being influenced daily.

When one realizes there are only five media companies
T all predominantly conservativie responsible for most of the
information we are fed, it seems undeniably intentional that
they are complicit in promoting such contelithe Big Five are
AOL Time Warrer, Disney, Viacom, Bertelsmann, and Rupert
Murdochdéds News Cor p; the | atte
twentyt hr ee stations and fAhas a re
the most vi ol enA susstamtial amoannhof TV. 0
programming is sexist, racistlassist, and bloodthirsty. Is this
simply a coincidence? WfAThis not

just giving us what the public
t he medi a companies want , t he
advertisers want ,6 irasochawdyasytdé r e ¢

4Ben H. Bagdikiaimhe New Media MonopolBoston: Beacon Press, 2004),
27-54.
SBagdikian41.



make it sound | i ke 9Perbaps nedia f at
conglomerates are complicit in the promotion of cruelty.
Whether or not this is actually the case, the effect is the same:

New generations are being subjected to excebsiviolent

content.

As the line between entertainment and
violence/militarism blurs, the most evident and devastating
effects are seen in the world of children. In 20Jast two days
after the disturbing evernit Disney attempted to trademark
ASEAL Team 6, elitetmhitary forcetwhioh kiled t he
Osama bin Laden in order to use
headwear , 0 fAentertainment and e
games and ‘pChrstgnaslstockings and snow globes
are included on the list. Thankfujlprotest from the public and
the Navy stopped their attempt. Then in 2013, they tried to
trademar k Mexi co0s sacred <cele
have died, Day of the Dead, in conjunction with a new Pixar
film, but online protests stopped that as wel friend tells me
sheds having dreams with graphi
many CSI shows on TV; another confides she cut herself in

el ementary school after seeing
do it. In 1997, a video game playing Kentucky-yie&r old
whobéd never fired a handgun in

8 Jennifer Siebel NewsonMiss RepresentatiorDVD. Perf. Jean Kilbourne,

Katie Couric, Hillary Rodham Clinton, Geena Davis, Malkia Cyril (San

CNI yOAal2yY DANI&aQ /fdzw 9yUSNIFAYYSyilzx

Ta5AaySe ¢NIRSYFN]l & W{SIf ¢SIYétcZQ blY
The Huffington Pos7/14/11. http://www.huffpost.com.html.

8a5AaySe SGAGKRNYIga {SIf ThSGuardian G NI RSYI
Thursday, 26 May 201 bttp:// www.theguardian.com.html

° Sy /KAtftR® a5AaySe RNRBLA DeaR (G2 GNIFRS
Guardian Wednesday, 8 May 201Bttp://www.theguardian.com.html
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eight people at his schodf School shootings have prompted

l awsuits from victi mso famili
manufacturers, school and other public officials, parents of the
shootersand even the media compani e
video games, movies, and websit
Teens call radio request lines aragh their feet to lyrics from

The Hunger Games: MockingjdyPart 1s o n g , AnThe Hal
Tree, 0O whiidAlr ei woluydeare you corm
They strung up a man they say
neckl ace of r ope , ?Msanwhie, alchildis i d e
physically hurt at a fnNHunger G
School in Largo, Florida®*Ki ds mlldy of C Dut vy, o
person shooter game, onb¥x Live with strangers and bond

through virtual, but realistic melees. An eigi#ar old

Louisiana boy shoots and kills his -98ar old relative after
playing Play Station |1%¥mTws #AGr
Wisconsin twelveyear old girls try to murder their friend to

prove themselves worthy to Slender Man, an imaginary evil
Internet character who stalks childréf. A six-year old girl

5} S DNR&AYI Yo a{ i2LACabtb Axkoh Agdinsh dzNJ Y A |
¢+ a2@AS YR +AKIS&y DI YS A2t SyOSod¢
http://www.killology.com.html

Dg¢KS YAEESNI G ¢KdzNAG2Y | A3IKY | adzyvyl
school shootings, as ofyalzl NE Frontine RBS.

http://www.pbs.org.html.

12 http://www.metrolyrics.com.html

BI A&l DIENIYSNX® 4! G Wl dzy3aSNI DFyYSaqQ OF Yl
WR S | TaphBady Timedarch 11, 2014.

http://www.tampabay.com.htm]

By A NR . f-YedrGld BD@ Watcley Violent Video Game & [Eilierly

wSt I THe®t8 August 24, 2013.

http://www.thestir.cafemom.com.htm|

B ogAALAf W2YySad a¢KS DANI aNewserk ¢ NA SR i
August 13, 2014ttp://www.newsweek.com.html
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throws a tantrum at her Georgia school and is handcuffed,
arrested, andbrought to the local police statiotf. A five-year

old wrestling champion brags to fellow athletes on his team that

he hasnodét eaten for a Ydadyoni n hi
any given day, thregear olds watch repeatedly as a terrified

Boo in Grated Monsters, Incis strapped into the torture chair
screaming fino, 0 one of t wo wor
vocabulary. How did we get to this point in American society?

BWAzZRAGK . NRoyS 5Al yAaot NALayZiyS NNWruit AAyy3S di
' YSNRAOF Qa 2ANBY aléylNR aSRAI / Syid SN
http://www.americaswire.og.htmid t f S &S | f 4a2NewSS 9 NA |
York Timeg NIIAOf S FNBY ! LINAf MHI HaAmMoOY a2 Al
/ KA f R NS y htta:Avww.#/titaedicdnd.html In addition NoddyQ &
G¢SIOK |, 2dzNJ /AKASE R SIA2y@A G NNBENIBR
at http://www.dailykos.com.htm|

UMark Hyman! y G Af LG 1 dzZNIayY ! YSNAOFQa hoaSa
How It Harms Our KidBoston: Beacon Press, 2009), 102.

O
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l. HISTORY OF U.S. MEDIA:

AThose who cannot rememberitth& past al
- George Santayana, philosopher

fAs everyone has observed, there is a
and sadism in mass culture: films, television, comics, computer games.

Imagery that would have had an audience cringing and recoiling in disgust

forty years ago is watched without so much as a blink by every teenager in

the multiplex. Indeed, mayhem is entertaining rather than shocking to many
people. o

- Susan Sontag, ifiRegarding the Tortu
the New York Times

i T h e rstehavenheen a moment, at the beginning, where we could have
saidi n o . But somehow we missed it.o

- Tom Stoppard

In order to fully understand why these extreme media
messages matter, we must first understand the link between
militarism and nationalism. Milt ar i sm i s defin
intensification of the labor and resources allocated to military
purposes, including the shaping of other institutions in
synchrony with military goal sé
national histories in ways that glorify and legitite military
a c t i'%Popular culture is spilling over with these militaristic
ideals. Henry A. Giroux has identified that clothes, popular
fil m, AHuUMmMers, 0 video games,
schools have become militarized zones of surveillanceil T h e
notso-hidden curriculum here is that kids cannot be trusted and
that their rights are not worth protecting. At the same time, they

B/ GKSNAYS [dziT @@ dal1Ay3a 61N G K2YS )
YR GKS O danbkgayi Anthédpiogisiod, i 3 (2002): 723.



are being educated to passively accept military sanctioned
practices organized around maintaining control, survedan

and unquestioned authority, all conditions central to a police

s t a ' @oin@ding with militarism is nationalism, and how the
priming of national identification can encourage sentiments and
actions which would not be tolerated during times of peace.
Qiong Li and Marilynn B. Brewer explain how this is occurring
during the fAwar on terroro and
and nationalism:

Of particular concern is the question of whether
identification 7Twin thd formnoé 6 s c
national atachment, pride, and loyalty is or is not
necessarily associated with derogation and contempt of
nations and cultures ot her
downside, high levels of national identification
(Ahypernational i smo) have
authoritarimism, intolerance, and warmongering. The
differentiation between the positive and negative
manifestations of national identification is represented in

social psychology by drawing a distinction between
Opatrioti smo and 6national.i
connotng pride and love for country and the latter
referring to chauvinistic arrogance and desire for
dominance in international relatiorf§.

When we reach past the elements of entertainment (animation,
comedy, etc.) and obk at media through the lens of
contemporary warmongering and warfaiie surveillance,

¥ SYNE ! ® DANRdAZE® G2 NJ 2y ¢SNNBNY ¢KS
[ dzf G dzNB Ay ( RiSrdTexyl8, ind KR(0p4): R1B.S & ¢ ¢

By A2y3 [A FYR alNxAfeyy .o . NBsgSNWP a2 KlI
tFONR2GA&AYS blFdA2YyIFfA&YX PolgicRl ! YSNA O y
Psychology5, no. 5 (2004), 728.



military action, cruelty, tortur&é we recognize that nationalism
is often the core message.

Media has long been used to promote all types of
messages: holidays helpomote patriotic and religious themes;
music is a tool that encourages sentimentality; the big and small
screens are used to establish particular ways of viewing the
world; and the school setting is ripe for indoctrination of certain
lifestyle choices. Med and its violence are not new probleims
parents and others have long complained about content. But the
types and intensity of violence have suddenly changed and there
have been drastic shifts in technological format such that
younger audiences arebeiegk posed to it repeat
at some historical examples of how propaganda has been used
to affect the general population.

MUSIC:

Music has always been used to get across messages, as
both a source for stirring revolutionary agbvernment
thinking and as a sentiment al
Doodl ed comes to mind as a cur |
originated during the American Revolutio®: Originally a
campmeet i ng hymn, the Civil Wa r
Republ i ciMi ne.Kyeas ,Have Seen t h:
Julia Ward Howe and music by William Steffe (using the tune
from iJohn Brownos Bodyo) Wi
Hallelujah!o is still #ipater of
declaring on April 16, 1917 that Amean troops were joining
in the war, President Wilson faced the task of swaying public

AYSAGK YR wdzatGe aObSAtd a/2ft2yALft |yl
b I NNJ (viche Musichip://www.mcneilmusic.com/rev.html

2/ 2y iSYLIX FdA2ya FTNRY G(KS al NKEawEa ¢ NI
http://www.contemplator.com/America/battle.html
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opinion in favor of the conscription and mobilization of troops.
Anti-war sentiment was still strong among American citizens,

and had been an important part of the fiatron on which

Wil son was reelected. The day a
against Ger many, George M. Cohe
march containing lyrics that stressed patriotism and a sense of
nat i onal 2 NodnamRockive)l even did the cewvart

for the sheet music which showed soldiers happily singing the
tune.?* World War Il inspired some of the finest sentimental

and patriotic music ever produc
Seeing You, 0 and fACleanind My R
are well-known favorites. There is no shortage of war songs

given that the U.S. has been at war nearly continually since
1776. Aln the past 236 years we
conflict for 214 yea®s or about

In our time, hitssah as fACourtesy of t
Bl ue (The Angry American), o (21

state hostilities toward a per
men dead so we can sl eep in pe
your world like the #0f Jul yéAnd youdll be
messed withthe U.S.of 8 ause wedl | put a b
lt6s the American wayéAnd it fe

is raining down on you. Brought to you courtesy of the Red
Whi t e a n?l Comtroversy. saounded the song when
Di xie Chicks6é Natalie Maines ¢
ABCO6s Peter Jennings decided h

BYop! @ 2Sffad dadzai O !'a 2Nt NRLJF3IlYRIEF
2 2 NI R The Pei#loéSongs Acadelny [ Saaz2ya Ay ! YSNAOI Q
Music Historyhttp://parlorsongs.com.html

2 Wells

% 206 az2ZNNRa® a! yAGSR {GFrdiSaQ 9yRfSaa :
IVN (Independent Voter Networkitp://ivh.us2012/06/25.html

26 http://www.azlyrics.com.html
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patriotic speci al after he read
Forgotten, 0o (2003) recoatedéd by
remind citizens of the reason the United States went to war
despite a controversial casus belli.

The aforementioned tunes are considered patriotic, while
ALetters From Home, 0 (2004) by
sentimental across the boargeer though it was inspired by the
Afghanistan and Irag warg! In recent years, country music,
especially given that its fans tend to be conservative and pro
war, has produced more patriotic music than any other genre.
Music is ideal for arousing passioasd keeping the front lines
packed no matter where a person lives, regardless of the time
period.

WAR AND U.S. PROPAGANDA:

Propaganda and persuasion have a breadth and depth
spanning centuries and dynasties. Early in the last century,
George Creel, leader of the Committee on Public Information,
publishedHow We Advertised Americfl920) detailing the
ways in which he used adWsing principles to sway
Americans to go to war against Germany; this information was
later used by Hitler to brainwash the German peoffe.
Theodore Geisel (a.k.a. Dr. Seuss) got his start by making anti
Japanese comic wdéond propaganda posters befberoming

t he bel oved and | egendary c hi
illustrator. His depictions of pignouted Japanese persons seem
shocking in todayds worl d, but

L N K 28fFyR® aD! / Q&redt AnhdricaniCountryd NR 2 (0 A (
http://blog.gactv.com.html

28 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronsdkge of Propaganda: The Everyday

Use and Abuse of Persuasidiew York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001),

10.
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in modern times has been accompanied by characterizations of

the enemy as | &%sEsgen folksang helfouwoady . 0
Guthrie, worked for the U.S. Public Health Service creating
anttSTD (formerly venereal disease) songs and tunes which
promoted the Bonneville Power A
because he loved tttommon worker and the Columbia River;

Guthrie also supported the war effort against Hitler, his guitar
sporting the handwritten $crawl

The WWII era major film studios did their patriotic duty
to rally t heweenoonehitdiand onealinotlall i b e
Hollywood films between 1942 and 1945 depicted the war in
s o me mathWhier thedGermans, Japanese, and Italians
had their own propaganda machines, the U.S. enlisted the
efforts of Frank Ca pfimaséres, dndvhy W
the O.W.l. (Office of War Information) boosted efforts to
undermine morale of enemies abroad and increase support at
home through posters, films, and even cartoons. Betty Grable as
a USO enter tPinilUpaend i Warlmelrd &6Br ot h
Bunny and Popeye certainly helped the cats@/hile soldiers
were sent to see war films as part of their training, no mention
was made of racial conflict within the services, homeland duties
were set forth as patriotic, only uplifting stories were pnees
to the public, and (for nearly two years) no shots of dead

22Richard H. MineaDr. Seuss Goes to Wiew York: The New Press,

Mpdpd KYBRZAGSRIBY G (2 2FNE 4 GKS £ A06NF
California at San Diego.

http://www.libraries.ucsd.edu/speccoll/dswenttowar/html

Val GKSE CAIFIYRSNWY G222Re& DIRDKNASY ! YS!
Matters. http://www.popmatters.com.html

31 John MarkertPOST/11 CINEMA: Through A Lens Da(Kigronto: The

Scarecrow Press, Inc., 201Mi)i,

Rg¢KS aly .SKAYR | AGESNWE tS2LIFS | yR ¢
The American ExperiendeBS. 4/25/06http://www.pbs.org.html. Page 11.
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soldiers were allowed in the press (similar dictates are in effect
currently).>*AWhen it comes to propaga
enemies of it, but we never figured we were using propaganda.

We felt like our country was too honest to use propaganda on

us, and we honestly were3»not ¢
Whet her a John Wayne fil m, Frat
series, or the more recent Madblast.com which uses Flash
animation to mimic WWII caoons both in graphic style and
pro-nationalist sentiment, the effect on the population is the
s ame: Asi mplifying compl ex g
narrativeo and Astimulal[ting
reprocessing historical propaganda forms fronh e War . 0
Seeing beloved characters facing wartime crises surely helps
calm viewers and it is easier to destroy when one is convinced
that the opposing team is somehow evil in nature; similarly, a

e o
]

soldierbés job is seen asisespec
defending traditional values. But now, due to technological
advances with interacHAiaby antt qual i

Muslim, prowar pieces give viewers the chance to forward to a
friend. 3¢

APopul ar culture both refl e
sac i e t yhis dnsightful comment comes from LeRoy Ashby

BEEKS 2FNY G 1 2YSk/ 2YYdzy A OhdiVilag y ®¢ | O
directed and produced by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick. PBS.

http://www. pbs.org/thewar.html Page 3.

34Burns and Novick.

35 Christine Holmlund and Justin Wyatt, e@antemporary American
Independent Film: From the Margins to the Mainstre@mford and NY:
Taylor & Francis, 2004), 257.

36 Holmlund and Wyatt257.

37 LeRoy AshbyVith Amusement For All: A History of American Popular
Culture Since 183exington KY: The University Press of Kentucky, 2006),
Vii.
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who documents the history of American entertainment as it
moves, earl vy i n the nationos l
individual | ocal ities of soci
mainstream, to its currerdtatus as a leading export of the
country. Amusement, in all its forms, is big business and the
countryodés holidays are part of
promote God, country, Mom, and apple pie ideologies.

HOLIDAYS:

For centuries, the Christmasliday had been a time of
pagan revelry and misrule which the church tolerated and
intentionally selected, in the fourth century, as the birthdate of
Christ because it fell after the harvest ended and coincided with
the winter solstice. These celebratiame r e fAr owdy, S0
violent festivities that included masking [and] role
reversalsé[during which time] w
mal es demanded food and *nmink f
fact , Aan ear | yortaoolingi inclfidedvia s s ai |
threat: OWebve come here to cl
open up your door [/ We wi*lThe | ay
Protestant Reformation wanted nothing to do with these
celebrations, in the 1600s the English parliament criticized
Christmas, ad the Massachusetts Bay colony made the
festivities illegal but these efforts proved ineffective against the
partiers.

Terrified aristocratic ci ti
Knickerbockers, decided on a new tactic to quell excessive mob
misconduct in the el nineteenth century: They engaged

38 |_eRoy AshbyVith Amusement For All: A History of American Popular
Culture Since 183Qexington KY: Thenersity Press of Kentucky, 2006),
57-58.

39 Ashby 58.
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writers to reframe Christmas as a child and family centered
holiday which ought to take place inside homes and not on the
streets. Washington I rving, wh o
Legend of S| e e p gtiondl @dcdumtsvin 819w r ot
about all classes celebrating Christmas ceremoniously and
courteously; t hen, Cl ement Cl ar
St . Ni cholas, 06 which al so pr e :
orderly, with children safe at home, and no poor Vvisitors
clamoring for help. The middle class jumped to refine the
holiday as part of domestic bliss and retailers paraded as the
hol i day turned rituali stAc. C
Christmas Carol (1843), further promoted the holiday as
sentimental and aleedhg f ashi on magazi ne,
Book, o popul ar since the 1830s
presents for al/l und®r the par.l

This marks a separation from the earlier American
Revolution groupthink which warned against excessive
spending; now, commercialisinin the form of a giving Santa
Claus working hard in his workshop to reward good children
had joined in the festivities and shop owners began using Santa
to get children to their shops by the 1840s. Christmas tree
decorationads began appearing at this time as wglISoon
fashionable parlors everywhere had a towering fir tree and the
obligatory plate of cookies and glass of milk awaiting the
cheery man who would sneak down the chimney to place
beautifully wrapped presentsder the boughs.

40| eRoy AshbyVith Amusement For All: A History of American Popular
Culture Since 183exington KY: The University Press of Kentucky, 2006),
58-60.

41 Ashby 60-61.
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Santa himself originates, of course, from the legend of
St. Nicholas of Myra (in present day Turkey), who was raised
by his bishop uncle and who himself became a bishop in'the 4
century. It is said that he helped a poor man who thaee
daughters with nothing in their dowries by throwing bags of
gold in the mands house wunder
exist which include the gold landing in stockings hung by the
fire to dry and that the gold was dropped down the chimney.
Hilariously 7 a t | east by Italb&\panphlest and
was published by Josiahing which put Father Christmas
(a.k.a. Saint Nicholas, Santa Claus, Kris Kripgbe trial for
making the Christmas holiday too materialistic. Father
Christmas wore a green coat and was thin; Clement Clark
Moorebs 1823 story, AA Visit fr
his look, then Thomas Nast did illustrations which show the
more faniliar jolly fellow from the North Pole. The new look
and stories became exceedingly popular. The most reproduced
editorial letter ever run in an Englispeaking paper is-@gear
old Virginia OO0Hanlon asking ab
Francis Phardel u s Church Kindly reass
Virginia, there is a Santa Cl au
in the character, his image has been used to hawk innumerable
items. 42

Ther eds t h-@olakénaClaus &d theaWWwll
Santa wearing a hekh reminding Americans to send presents
to our boys fighting in the Pacific and European theaters, and
countless other advertising incarnations. Critics include Fred
Rinne, whose bookGod Santa Chris{2003), paints Santa as
part of consumerist culturenl t he same way t hat

2wS6 SO0 =+ 2 AdmSNMichdlds (ardiother iales©NSanta
/| £ dzaAvdé 5SOSYOSNI MyZ HAMH® { LISOALE [/ ;
of Missouri librarieshttp://library.missouri.edu.html
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the cards and flowers and not St. Valentine, all about the green
beer and not about St. Patrick, and all about candy rather than
the souls who have departed this level at Halloween, Christmas
too seems less about the birdf Jesus or the generous St.
Nicholas and more about selecting presents which make us
seem worthy??

Ot her holiday characters a
economy as well. Rudolph, the radsed reindeer, humbly
began in the Chicagbased Montgomery Ward compa For
years, the chain had been giving their customers coloring books
as Christmas gifts, but one of their copywriters, Robert L. May,
was asked to create a book in 1939 to save money. Millions of
copies were given away over the next several years,tddhbpi
wartime paper shortage. May used his own experience as a frail,
teased youth and the tale of
story of the misfit reindeer. In 1947, the story was printed
commercially, a cartoon was shown in theaters a year later, a
t he aut hoim-léws JotmnyoMark® mwrote the song
which Gene Autry recorded in 1949; in 1964 the television
special was narrated by Burl Ives, and it is still a Christmas
classic.*

=1
—

Many holidays have become warped by financial
interests since their original creation. Before it was
commerciali zed, Mot her 6s Day w

BwSoSO0F =+ 23t StNMichaas (antl btiehtdles 6f Santd  {

/| £ dzAvdé 5SOSYOSNI MyZ HAMH® { LISOAL T [/ ;
of Missouri librarieshttp://library.missouri.edu.html

“ag wdzR 2 £ LIKY 208KSSR  wnSSRie WarSsSisuatnthropologist
http://thenarcissisticanthropologist.com.html
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women to remember fall efPAmol di e

Jarvi s, al ong wi t h AThe Battl
composer, Julia Ward Howe, worked during the ICiar;
afterward, they organized Mot h

hoping to unite former enemies, while another aim was for
women to promote peace by becon
daughter, Anna, tried to continue the tradition her mother

statedandws hed the holiday to exis
own mot her, not al l mot her s, he
Mot her sdé Day. As the holiday b
onebs mot her , Jarvis became inc

Mot her 6 s Daentholigay lmut, aas, it @as not to be.
Jarvis died penniless in a sanitarium, brokenhearted that her
protests were not able to return the holiday to its former glory.
On a bright note, the holiday grew into a worldwide celebration
T in the Arabic world it coincides with spring; in Panama, it is
celebrated in December when the Catholic Church honors the
Virgin Mary; in Thailand, it coincides with the August birth of
the mother to all Thais, Queen Siriki.

We must pay attention to our holidays, inchglibiased
Hal | oween <costumes. AANiI mal CO
exclusively for i nfants and t
photographs [in <catal ogs] depi
depicting Asian culture tend to promote subservience or
violence, dependingn gender ét here are a
costumes f or# lgis cdnmsméonwo sineply .take

BSONAREFY |FYRESNy @ daziKSNRa 51 &Qa 51 NJ
O2aid 2NRARIAYI G2 NI ISR SINR S IRKBAT >t SFTRAYE vy OA |
GeographicMay 11, 2012http://www.nationalgeographic.com.news.html

46 Handwerk.

a2 KEFEG 52 1t 2 ¢ STeathing Zokeiantzy & Brojdcto® K €

the Southern Peerty Law Centehttp://www.teachingtolerance.org.html
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what 6s offered on the racks and
outfits are really saying. i Co s

job roles, consumer brandsde. , 6Star Warso6 or
Cari bbeand), superheroes, fair.)
6princedé), violent or military
death and evil (e.g., O6thé& Grim

Age is a dividing line ad some are intended for males, others

for females, some are for white kids and others for kids of color,
some fArepresent speci f4¥Theseaci al
types of silent segregations make it even more difficult for
marginalized groups to fintheir place in society.

So many holidays and events which have an emotional
place in our lives originate in or were lured into consumerism
yet this does not stop us from giving the little ones lessons in
Halloween origami witches, making tissue paper flesvéor
Mom, or hiding eggs for Easter. These traditional celebrations
are deeply ingrained in our culture and, in our busy and stressful
day to day existence, they become dates to which we look
forward. Every culture has its festivities, but are these@sem
and stuff oriented as ours? While Ramadan, Diwali, Chanukah,
Kwanzaa, and all manner of holidays exist within the United
States, it is a white Christian perspective seen every time a store
decorates with red and green ai
Cha |l i e Brown Christmaso played ¢
unto them, Fear not, for behold, | bring unto you good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you this day is
born in the City of Bethlehem, a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord ¢ Gl ory to God in the highest

Ba2 KFG 52 |2 ¢ STeathing Zokeiantzy & Brojdcto® K €
the Southern Poverty Law Centettp://www.teachingtolerance.org.html
4 Teachinglolerance
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will toward men Whysareavp mobssngly t o
celebrating winter or spring for the changes in nature?

CONSUMERISM/CONSUMPTION:

In addition to holiday purchases, buying throughout the
year eventually became the norm. As early as the late 1800s,
childrends spaces, especially d
as places where materiality flo
very morality, and were considered examples of youth character
devdopment. Journals of the day spoke to the middle class of
the importance of these places in developing personality
through purchase of items and their particular arrangement in
the rooms now specifically created for kids; in this way,
consumption was excasd f or the greater g
training.®! Advertisers did their best to encourage a consumerist
society and the White House, too, directly assisted in the
promotion of consumption:

The [U.S.] federal government played a major role in
defining childlood. In 1929, Herbert Hoover sponsored

a White House Conference on Child Health and
Protection. The conference repoffhe Home and the

Child, concluded that children were independent beings

wi t h particul ar concerns of

0@ ¢ KS &ALIANRG 2 FDalykibAldTiibdkedondayy S & 2y dé
December 23, 2013ttp://www.dailyheraldtribune.com.html

SI5 yASt ¢K2Yla /221 aaz2Nlrf hNRSN FyR
1o2dzi ! YSNROLIY [ KMbORNBY QEAY weRWAYFOMly T ¢!
Proceedings from thinternational Conferencef KS / KA f RQa w22Y |
Cultural Microcosm: Space, Pedagogy, and Consumatitire National

Museum of Educatioq CNDP/CANOPE, Roue,07Apr. 2013. Strenae:
WSOKSNOKSa adaNJ £ Sa fAgGNBSa St 202Sida O
http://www.strenae.revues.org.html
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advised parentsto give their children their own

[ furniture, toys, pl ayr ooms,
room for each person is desi
shopping for their own Ot hirt
out for themsel ves. 0 Thr ou
personaliy devel opsé[ These] expe
advantage of also creating in the child a sense of

per sonal as wel | as family

eventuallyteaching him that his personality can be
expressed through things®?

Parents suddenly were faced with thsk of providing bigger
homes with more stuff in order to help their children develop
proper mental health.

Even before this, Sigmund F
Bernays, used hi s uncl ebs t he
primitive aggressive and sexual desiresrhass crowd control

in a number of ways: to drive sales for companies by appealing

to peopleds subconscious inner
they didnot need:; wor king for
Committee on Public Information promoting war effoin the

press; popularizing U.S. politicians; aiding the CIA in ousting
democratic leaders in Guatemala; making it socially acceptable

for women to smoke in public; and creating a docile U.S.
population. By turning psychoanalytical principles into a
science in order to engineer consent for big business and the
government, Bernays found ways to train the American public.

It was felt that leaders could not trust the predictability of the

0
0

21 ydzL) { KI K® &/ KA tGobdblgsuel2f Now. 200G WeHS NB ¢ ¢
04 Nov. 2014http://www.globalissues.org.html(Quoting he White

House, 1931 [Emphasis added by Robbins]); Also Richard Rdbloibal

Problems and the Culture of CapitaliiBoston: Allyn and Bacon, 1999);24

25.
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average person in their purchasing and voting capacities;
therefore, the populous would come under the spell of
psychoanalysts who sold out and duped a trusting constituency
by using their training for focus groups. The result when
lifestyle marketing was applied to politics was a new, greedy
selfinterest and respectabylitn denying compassion to others.

53 Advertisers learned that the suppression of sex, aggression,
and horror is why people love to buy items linked to anything
taboo i sexuality, assault and death! To keep people
purchasing, those marketing products ouwmlly increase
levels of sex and violence.

Children and Post WWII Spending:

All those John Wayne film$ not to mention Disney
with cowboys versus Native Americans and cops and robbers
taught a whole generation the 0
rema ns today. It wouldndét be | on
influential benefits of advertising directly and solely to children
through movies and television shows specifically made for that
young audience: AStrikingly, on
d rected at children appeared ol
offered for sale the Burp gun, a efpng machine gun
developed by Mattel to look like machine guns used in World
War 1. Before Christmas 1955, Mattel sold more than 1 million
Burp guns; the anpany quickly followed with a line of toy .45
six-shooters like those wielded in westerns so that children

BIRIFY [/ dzZNIAAaD &/ Sy (-8BeNdS. P&fFAdanKCartisy St T d¢  «
Wilhelm Reich, Wernegrhard, Martin S. Bergman, Jerry Rufhiondon UK:

BBC, 2002

54 Jeff WarrickProgramming the Nation®VD. Perf. Noam Chomsky, Amy

Goodman, Dennis Kucinich, John B. Alexander, Christopher Coppola (Aptos

CA and Santa Cruz CA: Ignite Productions and DNigi@ia Factory, 2011).
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could pretend to kill the®r fri
The toy market exploded once advertisers realized that even the
poor spend money on their children.

The economic boom of World War Il made many
Americans wealthier, despite Cold War anxieties. As consumer
culture promoted chocolate candy cigarettes and plastic toy
tanks, a third of poswar children in the United States were
raised in or near poverty® But in the freshly created suburbia,

a place generally away from extended family relatives, trends

were growing which would result in a separation of youth from

their parents; still, the new chicentered commercialism
prompted grandparents and parentsgend more than ever on

chil dren: AToy sales soared fro
billion two decades | ater. o As
thought of then as proper gender rolethat is, guns for boys

and dolls and primping accoutrement for girla flourishing

teen culture came into its owd. Consumer fellowship stole

young people away from their families, the rules of this world

of peers intensified and, by the ni@50s, adolescents were
spending an annual $555.00 on cosmetics, record albums, an
products they saw advertised on their own TV sho@Jhis
pronounced demarcation between teen and other would
continue to grow as television programming and film
production divided audiences by age.

55 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronsdkge of Propaganda: The Everyday

Use and Abuse of Persuasidiew York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001),

149,

%Steven Mintzl dzO1 Qa wl FdY | | A& ((@anbBridg2F ! YSNAR
and LondonThe Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2004R 75,5

5" Mintz, 287288, 282.

%8 Mintz, 277278, 308.
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What 6s happened in the worl

According t o Joepedi a, ARCOBRA
organi zation det er mBytedate®0s, r ul e
AG. | . J oe a-igire lméshcelabrated che iUnited

States as higkech policemeni especially when COBRA

figures look like Arak .%The success dbtar Warsfilms and

Reagan politics launched another good guys versus bad guys
script for kids to play and helped with the reintroduction of G.I.
Joe, whood been discontinued i
Strike Force. G.l. Joe, thasiko $4 million spent on advertising
targeting five to eightyear olds fifty times, became the 1982
holiday seasYmhdkdtdaharcountayterroristy .

|l oners | i ke Rambo becoming a cl
l' i ke this: Nt (and, ibhdeeld,ahe erdire woold)

has been thrown into p%®GliJoe by i
helped to glorify the American invasion of Granada, although
Hasbro insisted this was unrelated.

Todaydés toys have advanced
origins. Walk through the toy aisles at any Wadrt and see the
panoply of AMC6s dAWal king Deado
Packso to ADaryl with Choppero
Gameo to the ATrivia Boxo and

AWoul d Yrow HRadarhdke game, whose | af
Acrazier dilemmas. 06 The next ai
of Dutyo as MegaBIl oks, i ncl udi

Nuketowno and fAMob of the Dead
WWE (World Wrestling Entertament, formerly World

94 W2 S 165 R} http#heww.gijoe.wikia.com.html

OGaryCrosY ARAQ {(dzZFFY ¢2&4a |yR GKS / KIy3A:
Childhood Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1999), 204.

61 Cross, 202204.

62 Cross 206.
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Wrestling Federation) presents
are bulkedup action figures, masks, battle packs which include

two figures, a mock steel cage in which kids can place their
fighters, a buiik n ul tra | ar geivedp, 1d i ned
Years Strongo shirt availabl e
team championship big belt buckle so one can pretend to be one

of the winners. And Adventure F
5-piece set with rifle, grenades, binoculars, water bottle, and
granny pack with adjustable straps.

Also in Waltmar t thereds dnan ai sl
names like Firestrike, Rampage and Hrrke, advertising quick
firing ammunitiaanomaitpsdacadpade
your arsenal! 6ereasdtthegborexf o
vest 0 meant to repel barrages
buying something t ha’Thessmockei nf o
weapons are looking more and more realistic and the kids want
them.® But children themselves could berek having one. A
high school went into lockdown because a student brought one
to school, even with its neon colors. And remember the African
American young man shot and killed holding a toy gun in an
Ohio Watmart? %6 What about the *gear old who had an
Aairsofto replica toy gun at a

BCNRY (KS IdzikK2NR&a LISNE2YlIf SELSNRARSYO!
“wSaasS aOYAytSe IyR alidd wAOKMABE & ab2i
COAYy 3 1 [ 2| TReSNRw YodeSidhabdbeiafydss 2013.
http://www.nytimes.com.html

Bg. SKAYR ¢KS {OSySa !'i bSNF Iv !'yR ¢K!
.t I & Ea§& Rdinpanhttp://www.fastcompany.com.htm!

BpAAKEF / KAGOFE ® a/ 2LJa aK22a@rFINGRPEL Af £
MSNBC. Au@, 2014 http://www.msnbc.com.html

25


http://www.nytimes.com.html/
http://www.fastcompany.com.html/
http://www.msnbc.com.html/

police?®” There are so many of these incidents now, it is hard to
keep track.

Meanwhile, in Tampa Bay, Florida, a civil review board,
which would involve community input and empowerment while
emphasizing and enforcing police responsibility, was greatly
opposed months before the mayor ceded to implementing one
which is primarily composed of his own representatives, thus
denying external investigative power. The issue here is denial of
public voie and power from the members of the community to
have authority to mandate just policing in their own city, a city
which has the highest level of Black arrests and ticketing in
Florida; the number of Blacks and Latinos targeted is
Adr amat i ¢ alnlTampd ang dities aerass theination,
innocent people are stopped and harassed not because of
suspicion of wrongdoing but because of an assumption of
wrongdoing because of race. Racial profiling is responsible for
police targeting those in neighborhoods aaflor i some as
young as thregears oldi by stopping drivers, pedestrians, and
bicyclists and issuing tickets most cannot afford for simple
breaches, such as not having paperwork on them to prove they
own a bike %8 Better keep that receipt from Wildart Oh, and
dondédt pick up a toy gun whil e t

Wal-mart is an important part of the promotional puzzle.

Aln the United States, cl ose t
Wal-mart stores every week. Its scope of operations uses the

worl déos | ar ggesptascomguttenre (Pnt a
worl dos |l argest f | e e t-publicized t r uc

7a A OKSt S WABRKMYORSOFD GadHKR2 aK223G OKAfR
MSNBC. 11/23/1ttp://www.msnbc.com.html

Bpdza NI G / K2dzZRKdzZNE® aLF |, 2dzQNB . £ 01 21
2 §OK hdziY t 2f A OSACCU RadldustiéelPiogrdmiday LIA O A 2 dz
14, 2015 http://www.aclu.org.html.
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6Made in the U.S.6 campaign, 85
over seas, of t en in Third Worl d
cul tur al censor shi pmardb ob$ nhe addi

environment ARevery 2 days [ as |
measur es] over 200, OOm®arteftegar e |
mostly partt i me -leweélr yj obso (so the c
have to supply benefits), and does not give back to the

commun ty fAin spite of i t analrabge
contr i but-ierghs of ia percént af ity earnings, well
behind its competitorséu. S. co
1 %.%%

Among the top five largest employers in the world are
the U.S. Depament of Defense (3.2 million), Waahart (2.1
million), and Mc DbNoadndedbso mgnt . 7 1
of our toys are militaristic or involve fighting, or are shopping
or food oriented. What we do for work becomes our
entertainment’! Welcome, kids, tahe toys which will prepare

g { G2 NB 2 hitptAving.pbs.arg{htinl.

PITAYSGGS [2LST YR 9NARO D2f R2OKSAYy D 64«
2 2 NIBRséss InsideBept. 12, 2011.

http://www.businessinsider.com.html

" please see the work of Theodor Adorno and Max Horkheimer. Mieke Bal

and Hent de Vries, edBialectic of Enlightenmenkhilosophical Fragments

(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2002). This can also be found at
http://www.monoskop.org.pdf Adorno and Horkheimer state the
F2tf26Ay3Y aw¢KS Odz ( dzbdBsurheyiR dza (G NB Q&6
SaGlroftAaKSR o0& SyiGSNIIFIAYYSyYyGX! YdzaSYSy
prolongation of work. What happens at work in the factory or in the office

Oy 2ytée 068 Sa0OFLISR FNRY o6& | LIINRBEAYI
¢ KSNB Q& | f a2z ltlire laddsyyyEnhyBtendeht ag Mads
5850SLIWiA2YyZé O6mpnnO F@GFAtTlLofS i
http://www.culturalstudiesnow.blogspot.com.htmivhich presens the

j dz2 G SY &! R2 NY 2asskryftiiat [thepcNlurk iBdusirg NJ

eradicates autonomous thinking and criticism, serving to preserve the
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you for a | ife of meni aThrul abor
Food Cart, Scaiit Operation Checkpoint Toy -Ray, Bruder
MercedesBenz Garbage Truck, Just Like Home My Cleaning
Trolley with Vacuum (a.k.a. Janitor Cart), Breyer Stable
Cleaning Set, Child Taxi Toy Pedal Car, Mailbox & Mail Set,

Light & Sound Gas Station, and thdattoo Electronic Tattoo

Pen.’2 Nice! A good break from learning to kill from video

games and creepy TV shows.

Another problem in the world of toys isetliigid gender
divide. Divided toys are the result of capitalism, of course
toys cannot be shared among differently gendered children
without them being made to feel weird about it, which is a
shamei but this also acts to stereotype and gender police.
Theredbs a new campaign called 0
are finally going back to the way they were long ago, with no
signage indicating which sections are for girls or boys. And
customers are beginning to catch on.

The pink and blue distinction is aelatively new
phenomenon, by the way. In the Victorian era, all babies were
dressed in white gowns, and inthé"20e nt ur yé6s f i r st
felt that blue was the proper ¢

reigning order. It provides easy entertainment which distracts masses from

the wrongs and sickness of the ruling order. They argue that [the] culture

industry has taken over reality as the prism though which people

experience reality, thus completely shaping and conditioning their
SELINASYOS 2F tAFTSd LYy FRRAGAZ2YZ wAl(S
culture appears to be offering a refuge and distian [from] work, but in

fact it causes the worker to further dwell into a world of products and
consumerism. The only freedom [it] has to really offer [is] a freedom from
GKAYl1Ay3oé

2/ 2fAY tSNJAYyad ap ¢28a8 C¢KI G0o2NBEI NB /
CrackedJuly 14, 200%ttp://www.cracked.com.html
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to Saint Mary. But ttakehaoyebdtee pr i r
pink zone and many toys are associated with particular TV
programs and film$ and those are marketed to either boys or
girl s. ABy the 650s, pink had
femininity, but boys stisltlie of t e
two colors certainly didndét dom
of unisex parent i R/ mtergstinglyg fhesd 9 6 5
days common, inexpensive clothing for males is typically
colored with blues, greens, browns, etc. whereas expensive,
desgner clothing for males highlights fun, bright colérand

even pastels!

Emul ating |l celandds blindnes
assumptions of gender , Engl and ¢
has banished pink and blue di s
ridding its U.K. stores of gendered aislé4.Now to get toy
manufacturers on board. Easy Bake Oven makers had come out
with a boysd version calwhiobd t he
was marketed with a boy on the box cover unfortunately
making only gross food such as
A-Booger drink, as if boys can only enjoy cooking for the sake
of grossing out otherg®

Boys especially are taunted when they likepoutedy
feminine hobbies and colors, which can result in bullying;
moreover, this segregation | i mi

BYANI [/ 20KNIySd a¢KS TA Theiloard@dAprik 31 Ay & i
22, 2014 http://www.theguardian.com.html

“YNAAGSY / KFHaSo ac¢c2eada WwQ | & BRabyiOKSa -
Center Sept. 12, 201ttp://www.blogs.babycenter.com.htmiSee also
Ms.Magazin@d8 GYARAQ ¢BRAVKAINS OFISFRSKER t 2)
June 5, 201Http://www.msmagazine.com.html
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girl might be afraid to want a microscope and pursue the hard
sciences, whereas a boy might decide not to become a chef or
fashion designer. Advertising definitely guards against people
being themselves because itbds |
pouring outgender definingmessages. And these messages

have been around for a long time.

MAGAZINES/ADS FOR PRODUCTS:

Photogaphy of the 1930s centered on the major event of
the time: The Depression. FSA photographers were sent by
government officials to documen
raise money for programs which would be initiated under
Keynesian economic princigebut these pictorial records also
served to expand the thinking of the masses to accept their fate:
To be cognizant that someone out there is always doing worse
and to be grateful for whatever noswarding job at hand.
Never before had the average persome facedo-face with the
extreme dichotomy of wealth and prosperity versus scantiness
and deficiency. ARnThe periodica
achieved perhaps the widest circulation was also the one that
presented the most tightly controlled povertyratives: Look

magazine. Through the new genr e
the pages oLook the Historical Section images were made to
communicate a spectaeter i ven, Opopul ar 6 r he

’® The disturbing images of poverty and disastelLife and

Look magazines were juxtaposed with images of movie stars
and luxury items, thereby playing a substantial role in making
the nation want to consume. This not only drove the country
and a stingy Congress to support funding for programs but it

6 Cara A. Finnegaricturing Poverty: Print Culture and FSA Photographs
(Washington DC: Smithsonian Books, 2003), 167.
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popularzed values of small town America and helped to define
what the nation would become.

This was the picture magazin
the first time, Americans could read abowind seé what was
going on in their nat ir®@ now AA
started to replace the local and regional economics of the
nineteenth century. The leading advertising agency explained in
1926 that the advent of nationally circulated magazines, chain
stores, syndicated news features, motion pictures, national
brnd names, and radio programs v
lives to [the samef7 Alpoaghtther n e
incorporation of American culture goes back to the 1890s, this
homogenous culture would now have the capacity to be
dominated by corporate nd governmental forces, whose
mission was seemingly twiold: To create a yearning to spend
by new consumers and to instill a new dependence on authority.

These photos made the public aware that they were not
alone in experiencing dire circumstances dmd gave a false
sense of security but also calmed the masses: We are all in this
together. Times were so difficult for the multitudes that the
period is marked with hostility: union appeals and strike
busters; ethnic clashes as new citizens vied for fhisyery of
the basics; crowds riding the rails; the selling of fruit on street
corners to make ends meet; as
simply | eft home and joined th
because relatives could not feed théfAlthough Roosevelt
created jobs, they were only a fraction of what was needed, plus

" Tindall, George Brown, David E. Shi and Thomas Lee PHaedyssential
America: A Narrative HistoffNew York: W.W. Norton and Company, 2001),
446447.

"8 Tindall,et al.,, 463.
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the system was biased against women and minorifi@hose
not experiencing difficult times found it easy to imagine the
misery since it came to them via the new pictameword
editorial tednique.

Coupled with the addiction created for goods, the public
grew to relish the glory and anguish of individual tales never
before seen realisticallly now presented in newspapers and on
large, glossy pages of magazines. Imagirer the first timei
being able to read about the fate of a family thousands of miles
away with photos so close up you can see the tears in their eyes.
Filmmaker John Ford mimicked FSA photographs for his
movie, The Grapes of Wratfi1940), since the black and white
bleakness @ded a sense of the authentic for viewers who had
become accustomed to the latest vivid documerdiiy
printed form.8 As the population grew to accept that the
government would be a central figure in their lives from this
point forward, a more sinisteelement became business as
usual:People began to crave disturbing images.

A New Republiavriter commented on the effectiveness
of picture magazines in 1937:
required to look at a picture and to spell out a few lines of
acconpanying caption, written in primer English. The
attractiveness of such periodicals is enhanced if the pictures are
themselves sensational , 8tifei ntly

PACNI Y 1tAY 5Stty2 w22aSs ®lidreviter¢ KS | YSNJ
History, Policy, Impactiniversity of Virginia.

http://www.millercenter.org.html.

80 David E. Tyvidpaily Life in the United States, 192940: How Americans

[ A@GSR ¢KNRdzAK G(GKS Ww2| NAy 3I(Clhicagpy G A SaQ |
Ivan R. Dee Publishers, 2004), Z55.

81 Cara A. Finnegaricturing Poverty: Print Culture and FSA Photographs
(Washington DC: Smithsonian Books, 2003), 168.
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magazi neds 1-pagMmage by Rabért Cf Wiléslof

the suicide of young womans a prime example. The caption
beneath the seemingly restful body, hand still clutching her
pear |l s, atop the car her body |
of the Empire State Building the body of Evelyn McHale
reposes calmly in grotesqueehi her falling body punched into
the top of a car. o0 I mages such
one wanting more. In combination with stories about and glossy
photographs of their favorite stars and coveted new products for
sale, Americans quickly coadl not exist without a regular
spoonful of exploitative reporting.

Advertising was the way for companies to get messages
across and new photographic technology made it possible to
influence the masses on a greater scale than ever before. The
introduction & FSA photographs in magazine format made the
pictures accessible to all, even to the person who could ill afford
extras. Radi o soap operas, Pr es
(needed to generate support for his New Deal programs), silent
movies turned alkies, and big band musical productions
inculcated an entire generation but it was the magazine which
visually took an unsuspecting public to places advertisers
wanted them to see. APrint adyv
largest share of the ad marketdug t he 1920% and
Although trademarks, brand names, and copyrights go back to
the mass production and consumption of the nineteenth century,
this era renewed American awareness of brand names such as
Heinz and Borden and of memorable products hikky Way
and Scotch tape. AOne advertisi
60A magazine i s simply a devi ce

82David E. Tyvidpaily Life in the United States, 192940: How Americans
[ A@GSR ¢KNRdzAK G(GKS Ww2!| NX yda(Chicagpy G A SaQ |
Ivan R. Dee Publisher, 2004), 190.
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advert ¥ 3rHe mggaziné could be read leisurely in the
comfort o f i amchvead seenhinohigle traffic places,
like railroad stationsi and had the same visual imprinting
impact that television would garner years later.

Ads grew in their realism, which made people want that
sleek new car, house, or luxury item. When halftones became
customarily used, not only were thegbbgraphs for articles
better, but photographic display of products in magazines
i mproved, erasing the need for
ANearly 4,500 periodicals were
[which] circulated a combined 180 million copies per
issueé New a dadem magazinesncgntinued to appear,
among themTime (1923), Better Homes and Garder{$924),

The New Yorkef1925),Fortune(1930),Newsweek1933),Life

(1936), andook( 1937) éThe | atter two ir
striking photograps even more than text to gain large
audi e ffAndso.it began.

Product advertising by companies required the most
advanced photographic methods alongside attractive, attention
getting copy. The result? Feelings of inadequacy during the
Depression graly assisted sales because many felt that having
a particular product (advertised with photographic evidence
showing oneds pleasure i n owner
American public thus acquiesced to corporate and capitalist
pressure, becoming simpl delighted with the virtually
impossible idea of keeping up with the Joneses.

83David E. Tyvidpaily Life in the United States, 192940: How Americans

[ AGSR ¢KNRdzZAK (GKS Ww2l NXy 3I(Clicagpy G A SaQ |
Ivan R. Dee Publisher, 2004), 11981 .

84 Tyvig 190-191.

34



Public opinion was influenced by big business more
than ever as people moved from small towns and farms to cities
and businesses. Because the lure of work in factories hadl cull
so many from the countryside, there was a need for items
created by the new industrial era. Previously, if a family needed
a doll or a shirt, one was made from scratch; however, once the
populous worked some twelve hours a day in factories, it
became neessary to purchase finished items due to time
constraints. Factories worked employees so hard at such low
wages, even the employees were able to purchase the low
priced items they were making. Companies began offering
buying on credit for items most coufwt afford; consumption
of big ticket items was facilitated by installment and layaway
plans and after WWII by the GI Bill. Society became more
mobile and chain stores catapulted in popularity as loyal
customers supported particular retail brands. Thugjebt
servitude nation was created as lust for items formerly afforded
only by the upper classes became available to the average
person.

It would not be simply products alone whose beauty was
exemplified by photographic enhanceménentire lifestyles
wer e taught t o t he Lifeenagazine cogeu me r .
story pronounced t he i deal WO r
suburban housewife who O6attend
drives the children to school, does the weekly grocery shopping,
makes ceramics, dn i s planning t% stu
Americans were trained to believe in certain lifestyleso it
was that the identical homes of Levittown, New York, came to

8 Tindall, George Brown, David E. Shi and Thomas Lee PHaedyssential
America: A Narrative HistoffNew York: W.W. Norton and Company, 2001),
534.
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be in fashion and consumers were made to feel left out if there
were no Frigidaire in the kitchenor Ford in the driveway.

This is a far cry from the rugged individualism of
generations past whose farming or other business, socialization,
and schooling were about sslifficiency, conducted as private
matters and hallmarks of the American way of life. It became
normal for peofe to believe rhetoric from advertisers,
businesses, and the setmrbe military industrial complex, all
of whom convinced them to buy according to brand loyalty in a
qguest to keep fighting for the many advantages afforded this
great nation. Whenthecouny 6 s pockets filled
Il T in part due to rationing and personal saving during wartime
I people joyously began spending more than ever before: bigger
houses, fruits and vegetables from around the globe,
automobiles with new annual styles amdocs. A dramatic shift
had occurred in advertising from safety, labor saving, and
necessity to glamour and convenience.

Soon magazines and newspapers became the primary
way Americans received news, although this news was
becoming standardized through the process of corporate
dissemination, our society became homogenous and singularly
focused on what corporations told us was important. The
photography was so bold in nature that the lack of written
material escaped notice and the photos related oheavistories
rather than the reality of the political or social. When viewers
focused on the photos, designed to solicit sympathy in order to
sell magazines, no one questioned what was going on behind
the photographs: Why were improper farming techniques
encouraged which turned the Great Plains to dust? Why is it that
the banks were allowed speculative investments which crashed
the financial system? Who was responsible for interfering with
the gold standard which caused worldwide markets to plummet?
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Far toomany key businesses had kept profits to themselves
while keeping wages frozen. But people became enamored of
the keen visuals, and no one cared about the missing words
which would have explained the cause of the misery.

Unfortunately, the impact of speimg over the years has
been negative in two areas: debt for the average American, and

environmental damage for the pl
is devoted to encouraging the production and sale of

commodities. For capitalists, the culture encourages of i t ; f
| aborerséwages; for consumer s
goodsécapitalism defines set s
according to a set of | &ahmened r

exploitation of the consumer continued with ee&panding
schemes, suchs marketing to children and introducing debt
capital rationality to younger audiences, while admonishing
traditional monetary values; to keep capitalism going, buying on
credit soon became the norm, with retailers and bankers
instilling the idea that evgbody does it.

This powerful ideological tool proceeded to take over
public relations. AThe shift [ n
of sight and sound was of profound importance; it increased our
selfawareness as a culture; it helped create unityegpanse
and action [also] not previously possible; it made us more
susceptible than ever to those who would mold culture and
t h o u §’Mass dnedia culture grew in power: Now, every
home has a computer and a television set, whose volume for
commercials islouder than the programming, and that

86 Richard H. Robbin&lobal Problems and the Culture of Capital{slaw
York: Pearson, 2008), 14.

87 Warren SusmanCulture as History: The Transformation of American
Society in the Twentieth Centyfashington DC: Smithsonian Books,
2003), 159160.
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programming constantly tries to cross established lines with
topics that sell: sex, wealth, death, ruin. Early photojournalism
started a trend which has kept Americans reachingnd
working and paying for the latestand the best in order to be
thought of as having attained top status; its sensationalist
techniques are still with us in magazines and newer mediums.
We are a population transfixed by images of poverty and terror,
and a people enthralled by the spell ohsuming luxury with

no thought of whoods suffering

concern for tomorrowbds | andf i

And mindless spending under the control of corporate

i mperialism is destroying us:

~

n

in grave danger of irrevelsil e cat astropheéThe

interconnected threats to the planewars of mass destruction,
overpopulation, pollution, and the depletion of resources. They
have a cumulative effect. A problem in one area renders it more

difficult to solve the problems n any ot her areaé

all four problems is the inadequacy of the sovereign states to
manage the affairs of [human]kind in theé™0 e nt 8 The. o

U. N. State of Human Devel opment

Agl obal priorit ismaicsinthe 38B,1&. b

cream in Europé 11, Perfumes in Europe and the U%2, Pet
foods in Europe and the US 17, Business entertainment in
Japani 35, Cigarettes in Europé 50, Alcoholic drinks in
Europel 105, Narcotic drugs in the world 400, and Military
spending in the world 7 8 0% That (unbelievabl® total is

88 Benjamin Kline. Quoting Prof. A. Falk of Princeton UniversiBrief

History of the U.S. Environmendbvement(New York: Rowman and
Littlefield, 2007), 172.
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Report 1998 http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global.hdr1998.html23 Nov.
2007.
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$1,418,000,000,000.00 or nearly one and a half trillion dollars.
That same UN report explains tF
$U.S. billions related to the cost of improving sbsirvices in

all developing nations: Basic education for ial6, Water and
sanitation for alli 9, Reproductive health for all woménl12,

Basic health and nutrition1 3 %° b would cost just $40 billion

to give basic health, nutrition, water, sandati and education

to all developing countries.

As Mahat ma Gandhi war ned: AT
pl anet for everyoneb6s need, but
U. N. report also states that th
86 % of the wormhlad®s maPepemcagy. i N
each of the past 8 years more Americans have declared personal
bankruptcy than graduated from college. Our annual production

of solid waste would fill a convoy of garbage trucks stretching
halfway to the moon. We have twice many shopping centers

as high schools. We now work more hours each year than do
citizens of any other industrialized country, including Japan.
Though we constitute 4.7% of t|
for 25% of its global warming greenhouse gas emissiand

the US stildl hasnot rati fied t
workers say they wish they could spend more time with their
families. 40% of our lakes and streams are too polluted for
swimming or fishing. A CEO now earns 475 times as much as

the aveage worker, a tenfold increase since 1980. Since 1950,

we Americans have used up more resourcesdkaryone who

ever lived on Earth before then ¥ Ouch.

VaeKS {GFGS 2F 1 dzvYly 5 SuNSelbpmény i ®¢ | vy
Report 1998 http://hdr.undp.org/en/reports/global.hdr1998.html 23 Nov.

2007.

%1 John de Graaf, David Wiaiand Thomas H. Nayldkffluence: The All

Consuming Epidem{©akland CA: Berre{oehler, 2002), 4.
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Through advertising, the American people became
willing partici pant s chnalogicd ons ur
progressaol] revolutionéprovided
productive and the consumptive capacities of people could be
detached from household and community and made to serve
ot her peopl eds purely economic
glamour @ newness, ease, and affluence that made it seductive
even to those who suffered most from .itln more recent
history especially, this revolution has been successful in putting
unheardof quantities of consumer goods and services within
the reach of %dMhikkihe @opulatiopieforthdr e . 0
becoming uniform thanks to distraction by carpat i on s, i
technical means of this popul ar
the gathering of the real property and the real power of the
country into f ew&newomldswhenvther ha
glory age of speculative investment, dangerously high tcredi
allowances, and unwitting consumer demand will end.

TELEVISION:

Television became the next media medium used to
program the country in the form of redomesticating women.
After the war, women who had replaced men in the workforce
wanted to keep theijobs; however, when the men returned
home, the aircraft industry and others fired women and part of
the capitalist agenda for the commodity boom involved the
government imperative of keeping women at home. Along with
magazines, television advertised newshiag machines and
stoves and discouraged women who wished to be independent.
When two million women were forced out of the workforce

92Wendell BerryWhat Are People Fo(Rlew York: North Point Press,
1990), 185186. [Emphasis added by author quoting Berry.]
%3 Berry, 186.
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after World War 11, it was the box in the living room which
convinced the country that the ideal woman was one perfecting
meal s in the kitchen. Shows | il
Beaver, 0 and fiFather Knows Best
servitude and helped define what it meant to be a good wife and
motheri with the aim of selling shiny new product§. Ads

A [ t ar] wanen, degicting them in the kitchen, conversing

with children, serving dinner, cleaning, and otherwise espousing
the jJoy of a clean home or the
sl ogans | i ke Hoovero6s WAChri st me
Wi t h a Howdtkerthreatrtoethea social order and kept
women chained to their households as the ones appointed to be
responsi bl e for t h% Evdnatodiay, y 6 s
companies generally advertise domestic products toward
women.

While Eisenhower was revitalizg and rebuilding cities

T during which the poor lost their housing, which sparked
unrest’ housewives in suburbia struggled to create flawless
Jelko molds.% As Ronald and Nancy Reagan opened their
Gener al El ectric sponsomnwmily A Hom
through extended television commercials, parading a host of
sparkling appliances in front of potential consumers, citizens

were able to escape the dreariness of racial inequality,
blacklisting, juvenile delinquency, rock and roll, and Cold War

94 Jennifer Sibel NewsomMiss RepresentatiorDVD. Perf. Jean Kilbourne,

Katie Couric, Hillary Rodham Clinton, Geena Davis, Malkia Cyril (San

CNI yOAal2yY DANI&aQ /fdzw 9yUSNIFAYYSyilzx
B! YSNAOIY aSY2NE 2F GKS wvmdoppna | 2dzaSég
University.

http://americanmemoryofthe1950shousewif.bgsu.wikispaces.net/

Stereotypes.html

Bg¢eKS 902y2Yeé 2F G(KS mohpna FyR Ala 97F-
http://conservative1950s.tripod.com/id2.html
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anxidies; Reagan eventually felt the danger to big business
Kennedy initiated and ran for political offic¥. Media was also
used to help situate the society for war efforts to come and
regular programming often eclipsed the film industry as the
choice mediunior governmentapproved propaganda.

The history of needing military approval is a long one
which includes television. AThe
1950s regularly showed fAMouse F
and prescreened by the Pentagon before they werer €d . 0
These films showed the thrills of the USS Nautilus as well as
the 5004 Ai r Intelligence Service S
(and skipped their interrogation of prisoners and spying on our
Soviet neighbors) in hopes of getting new recruitsWalt
Di sney himself created the Naul
l ogo for the Marinesd AHATthgs f ol
man and the corporatioin has always been complicit in
promoting military objectives (and still is with Disney Channel
original movies | i k eTigérCeuikemsd Cadet Kellyin
2002), but it is just one of many media companies doing the
same.

Plenty of other television programs have been enlisted.
Il n the 1960s, ALassied incorpor
advisors to feature the AiForce Academy prominently and
even changed a script so Cessna and the ArmiQ L
reconnai ssance ABird DB%Yweeklyp!| ane
TV shows faAmd afpWd 9tsoPoi nt o al so

TN lyiK2ye o aLyaiRS wSl3ItyQa mppna
Cdzli dZNB ® Q¢  C $tepNdmlahtEonypniine.com.fatml

%8 David L. RoblDperation Hollywood: How the Pentagon Shapes and

Censors the Movig&mherst NY: Prometheus Books, 2004), 307.

% Robh 307310.

100R0obh,303-306.
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Department of Defense to create episodes favorable for
attracting kids and teens to branches of the servite.

A Dr a gmaseproduced with major assistance from the LAPD

and ASteve Canyon, 0 a show abou
millions of viewers with DOD assistance from 195860. 1

Alongside the militarythe U.S. space program provides footage
from its huge f i | moutihelylprodadeds and
technical assistance and advice to Hollywood, as with the many
permutations of 0Star Trek, o
storylines, as wni & couBe, e a m
television is still a main vehicle transmitting messages for the
military and promoting racism, sexism, and classism, but
convincing populations has an expanded history far beyond the
period mentioned here.

FILM:

Movi es ar e dfipsrgoup asgeadn das ent
and these can be dangerous tools in certain hatds.
AFol |l owi ng wwl Adol ph Zuker,
Pictureso said that the war yec:
fact that as an avenue of propaganda, as a channel for
conveying thought and opinion, the movies are unequaled by
any form of d%Wencarny with aig images anal
words created by others which we come to think of as our own.

01 pavid L. RoblDperation Hollywood: How the Pentagon Séesyjand

Censors the Movigg&mherst NY: Prometheus Books, 2004), 311.

102Robh 312-313.

03¢ { LI OS tNRIN}YY YR ¢StS@grarzydé adz$
http://www.museum.tv/eotv/spaceprogram.im.

104 Jack G. ShaheeReel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies A Pedjsey

York and Northampton: Olive Branch Press, 2001), 27.

105Shaheen27.
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Wedbve all heard about how ¢t}
Arrival of a Train at La Ciotat shocked audiences in 1896
because they thought a real train was heading toward them. The
film was | ess than a minute | o
vi ewer s 8% Simdaaly, the 32minute film, The Great
Train Rdbery (1903), unintentionally terrified audiences who
felt that the shot fired from a pistol was re&f. WWII planes
passing overhead South Pacific islanders created such a stir of
unfamiliarity that a religion was created. Known as the Cargo
Cult, one oftheir deities was, in fact, a plane, whose image was
recreated in honor with sticks. The origin of the religion
actually came long before when Europeans arrived bringing
what the islanders thought was cargo sent to them from their
ancestors®® These exampk illustrate how easily humans are
affected by the visual and how society has a problem
controlling its thoughts:

Alof your internal i magesé(at
from [media] éWe really <canbd
real and unreal images. We cdescribe the difference,

but we canbot manage it € Hu me
130,000 yearsThe Great Train Robberwas made in

1903. For roughly 129,900 years, any moving image a
human saw was actually real
were conditioned to understatitht seeing something in

motion had a specific meaning. But that understanding

no | onger exists; today, we

106 Auguste and Louis Lumiefe.Q! NNA @SS RQdzy GNI Ay Sy =
(France: Societe Lumiere, 1896).

07Edwin S. PorteiThe Great Train Robberyerf. A.C. Abadie, Gilbert M.

G. NPyOK2 . Affeé¢ ! yRSNA2YIX WdzadGdza 5o . |
Cameron (New York: Edison Studios, 1903).
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http://www.sjsu.edu/faculty/watkins/cargocult.htm
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arenot actually thereéls th
129,900 years of psychological evolution can be altered
within thespan of a single century®

We simply dondét know the effect
and corporate designed images originate in our own brains but

we know the bulk of our images come from screens, whether

we are imagining what it is like to be in outgrace or picturing

the ideal taplancing child.

Shirley Temple:

In the 1930s, Shirley Temple was the first major star
whose image was recreated as a doll; additionally, hair bows,
dresses, and countless other items began to be directed toward
children viamultiple types of media. People purchased these
trappings hoping to make their little girls as adorable as Shirley,
the biggest star of her time, as well as one of the most meteoric
stars of all time. Thought of t
originally frequented by young and old, female and male,
because grown men enduring hardships felt that if Shirley
with all her challenging abandonmeéntould survive in good
spirits, maybe they could as well. And so, the films came to
embody the spirit of @ountry struggling to remain positive in
spite of dire circumstances. Notably, Shirley Temple films were
created during the U.S. presi d.
use their medium to enhance the mood of the nation during the
Depression and Shirley hersstceived special commemoration
from President Roosevelt. This
directly charged Hol |l ywood Wi |
Americans upo6ébut far more sign

109/ KdzO1 VYTt 2ai S NBdtingtde Din@auiNEWEY orE: BiBon and
Schuster, 2009).
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the grim economic histories of the majoudios which saw all

of them by 1936 come under the financial control of either
Morgan or Rockef el 1°As bigfbusimessn ci al
and government used movies to inculcate society, little Shirley

was deliberately and distinctly used for politicauses.

Her image was manipulated in upsetting ways, since
Germany especially used bleged, blonehaired Shirley
Temple likenesses to further their own cause despite the fact
t hat the actress6é |l ocks were a
brown. The actres later became a representative for the
Republican Party and a U.S. goodwill ambassador to both
Ghana and Czechoslovakia under Republican presidents. Thus,
her image was used by many authoritative entities to promote
their ideologies, not to mention thaveral of her films featured
blackface.The Littlest Rebg1935), for example, is raci$tin
this case, glorifying Confederate ideals and showing little
Shirley herself in blackface as a way to avoid capture by the
Yankeesi and unfortunately, like manjilms of the era, it
depicts people of color as delighted to be slatédn real life,
Shirley and her partner i n s e
Robinson, were the first onscreen dancing interracial couple
(when she was 6 years old and he in his 50s)tlaadwo were
the best of friends despite his having to play the role of a slave
ready at her bidding. She attributed learning how ted&ce
successfully to him and, as a

Wy KNI Sa 901SNId® a{ KANX S& ¢JBmpoutS I+ yR
AReview of Contemporary Medid974, 2004.
http://www.ejumpcut.org/archive/onlinessays/JC@ider/shirleytemple.

htmid {SS | faz2y 5N 5dCod WoreyERBndRSENI I YR
Screer(London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1937); 83

WMYSSNIFyYIl {FradNE® a{KIYS 2y 12tffteg22R
h¥ | f f{BusindsylBsitigdwn. 1, 2012.

http://www.businessinsider.com.html
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fully aware of its implications when Robinsonwadt al | owe
to stay in the same hotel as she; when she asked him about this,

he didndét want her to worry and
chauffeur was staying with hint}? The films also denigrate
women,; for ex ampilhpes eachimajorédut e mo v
woman is an idiot, an evil authoritarian, or narronded

domi na't®Mihxe. 6 conic actresso6 fil
repeatedly by pageant girls attempting to-create the
captivating and adorable nature of a star who influenced
millions, illustraing yet another way her image has been/is used

by others and showing that new generations are under this
influence. For this reason e s
consummate child performer should be examined.

Shirl eyods career begasite ear |
explains, ATempl e beasald pldyieg car
adult roles in a series of 193aby BurlesKsic], short subjects
that today would be considered highly inappropriate. She played
characters nametdr iécModr e( & gnegl Bwe ¢
Dietrichds name) and o6 Mme. Crad
heréthe studio abandoned the in
be what she really wais an energetic, resilient, goathtured
| it t | ¥ Bapy Burlesknever met with success, but its
creation came as a way to compete with the infinitely more
popular and professionally done seri€bge Little RascalsThe
Little Rascalgor Our GangorH a | Roachwasal®ascal

M9t ATFO6SGUK . fFAND a{ KANISeé ¢SYLtS |yR
C N Sy Riatignal Pbkic Radid-ebruary 14, 2014.

http://www.npr.org.html.

113 auren BerlantThe Female Complaint: The Unfinished Business of
Sentimentality in American CultugBurham and London: Duke University

Press, 2008), 52.

114 The Shirley Temple Fan Club.

http:///www.shirleytemplefans.com/hist/hist/htm

47


http://www.npr.org.html/
http://www.shirleytemplefans.com/hist/hist/htm

children behaving generally as children, wherBaby Burlesk
was an attempiotrecreate popular adult movies with children
playing adult roles, all while wearing diapers with huge pins
beneath their grownp, sometimes alluring, tops.

Shirleyds mother, Gertrude,
given top billing and the most lines. Despite her denial of being
a monstrous stage mother, she |

her one year younger than in actuality, in order to make her
talent £em all the more miraculous. Even Shirley herself was

not told the truth about this until she was thirtgears old1*°

In the middle of the Depression, Shirley was earning $15,000 a
week, but this came at quite a prit.i Templ e | ear ned
on hersdl In her first films, she was banished to a black box if

she behaved at age 4!i childishly. Rather than becoming
petul ant and rebellious, Templ e
life was profound and unforgettable. Time spent working is

more fun than tanding in an icy black box and getting an
earactHaméoi cads curly tot was
child? Where was her mother? On the set.

The child in peril plot has been popular since silent
films, yet silent films could not convey the warm, cuddly
feeling that a dancing, singing prodigy like Shirley Temple
could muster, nor the courageous optimistic enthusiasm she
spread so easily. This popular them8hirley orphaned with no
resources repeated yet couched in different circumstances in

USRjtaDubasf KA NI S& ¢SYLJX Sy ! t AQG2NRILE | A&
Child Sta{New York: Applause Theatre and Cinema Books, 2006), 34.

W[ AGGES Yy 2pKA KCE D& Astobiaiaalicnent
http://www.associatedcontent.com/article/381155/

little_known_facts about_shirley temple.htmi

117 The Shirleyremple Fan Club.

http:///www.shirleytemplefans.com/hist/hist/htm
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each filmmust have made it easier to write several films per
year. Plus, it resonated with audiences whose own children were
facing such predicaments.

Meanwhile, Shirley was the hardest working kid in
show business not just making films but advertising the
products spawned from them. This period marks the beginning
of the idolization of child stars because Shirley Temple was the
first 0 H a nBright Bylesis the firsa feabure written
especially with her in mind that entire families flocked to in
order tosee the little girl'® These first films featuring Shirley

rescued Fox Films from financial ruit®fiFans | oved h
she was bright, bouncy and cheerful in her films and they
ul ti mately bought millions of

had her likenes®n them. Dolls, phonograph records, mugs,

hats, dresses, whatever it was, if it had her picture on there, they

b o u g h ¥° Shirley. vias often promised a cherished Goca

Cola after scenes were shbtt After working on her films all

day, she proudly posediwt h each product at
behest: AShirl eyéposed for mo r
every few days at the height o]

118 The Internet Movie Database.

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0024914.html.

W/ K NI Sa 901SNId a{ KANX S& ¢IBmpoutS I+ yR
A Review of Contemporary Media

http://www.ejump cut.org/archive/onlinessays/JC02folder/shirleytemple.

html.

120The Internet MovieDatabase.

http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000073/bio.html

121 Rita DubasShirley Temple: A Pictorial History of th@ NIGReftdést

Child Sta{New York: Applausgheatre and Cinema Books, 2006), 28.
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evident that sheds just holding
the photdgraphs. 0

A mature star in t-prdsaegfos ag:e
keep up with the maddening pace this child faced daily: public
appearances, photo shoots for movie stills and product
advertisements, song recording studio time, and the hectic
scheduling involved in nkang several films per year. All press
releases from her mother and th
work hard; for her, it was all playtime. Some think this narrative
was intentionally presented in order to minimize the subject of
work during the Depressn. 123 Either way, the talented girl,
with her mother by her sideas both helpmate and hairdresser
doing those fiftyplus curlsi managed to become one of few
household name child actors who would appear not to have fall
under the strain. Shirley not gnbecame a world renowned
figure of joy but she was highly regarded by herstarsi
many who had top billing before she came along and were
eclipsed by her fame still considered her professional, serious,
well-tempered, and kind.

These movies were aekicle for mass marketing,
particularly toward the youth c
playthings began in the 1930s during the Great Depression. In
response to reduced sales, toy makers offered cheaper toys,
often sold by the piece rather than in qets they had been in
the past). This tended to encourage children to purchase their
own toys, bypassing parental control. Toy companies also

12RjtaDubasf KANI S& ¢SYLX SY ! tAOG2NRFE | A&
Child Sta{New York: Applauseheatre and Cinema Books, 200&),

12B3) KNI Sa 9 Of SWIIPS a{ KR NI S | 2udpa@it: 2 F w2 (
A Review of Contemporary Media
http://www.ejumpcut.org/archive/onlinessays/JC02folder/shirleytemple.

html.
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began to use licensed images of popular radio and movie
personalities in their toys to increase sales. Buck Roggrs

guns, Little Orphan Annie decoder rings, Popeye wipd

figures, and Shirley Temple dolls served as props to reenact
stories or to ?dAspraviouklymentionedy her
toys became more and more gendered as a way to increase
sales.

As for Shirley Temple dolls, every little girl wanted one
(and these are still collectible). A plethora of goods became
available, including albums featuring her singing voice,
newspaper and magazine articles describing her daily life
(minus the black box, oressumes), clothes with her own label,
hats designed with her in mind, and even cigarette cases with
her image! In addition to this bevy of wglackaged goods, it is
claimed that a delicious beverage was invented and named for
her while she was on vacatiohhe Shirley Temple, made at the
famous Royal Hawaiian Hotel, at Waikiki, Honolulu, Hawalii,
where she was a frequent visitt

But Shirley was not allowed on an airplane and her life
insurance contractatsevgne ar s ol d sti pul ated
would be paid if the child film star met with death or injury
whil e i nt*woirecatodd.tohe seamy si di
realities come out when we take a second look at the little girl
sometimes featured in print with different color eyes and hair
than herown, when we study the glued on smile, when we see
her sometimes sexualized with too much make . AWhen s

4GDNEBACIYGFae yR !dzi2zay2Ye Ay ¢2@adé
http://www.fags.org/childhood/ThW/Toys.html

12B56¢KS |1 2y2ftdz dz ! ROSNI A a SN
http://the.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/2007/Sep/28/In/hawaii.html

126 The Internet Movie Database.

http://www.imdb.com.name/nm0000073/bio.html
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was 11, Hollywood produceiTbhie Wizard of Ozand lyricist

(St ngind )i nArtthreurRaFmeed exposed
127 She reports this hedéen her autobiographyChild Stat
Todaydés pageant toddl ers are si
for adults, yet one must also review certain Shirley Temple
songs. A When | 6 moonlittle RichGomlngso f r c

t he foll owing | yrhiads :yofuBarel | @
meéEvery street | walk on becom
with youéOh Daddy, how | mi ss
|l ifeél |l ong to hug and kiss you
wife. o0 Such wording seems inap
sine it is filled with innuendo.
Lol lipopbo (actually written ab
enough, but while shebds asking

crew when she flies, they are passing her around and pressing
sweets toher in order to leave frosting and such on her face.
There is a creepy element to this.

The United Stateso obsessi
dancing, singing, and looking substantially older than they are
stems from the world of pageantry. JonBenet Ramsey, d&k
many other pageant girls, loved Shirley Temple movies and it is
unknown if the mysterious slaying of the sigar old child had
anything to do with the sexualizing, displaying, and parading of
children; however, directing singlligit age girls to flant
themselves singing suggestive lyrics and gyrating with
shoulders bare should give us pause. Valerie Walkerdine
examines an overlooked group in cultural studies: the preteen.
She cl ai ms t hat , Al putting da
investment in little girls as objects of a suppressed but

127 Notable Names Databas8oylent Communications
http://www.nndb.com/people/089/000023020.html
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nonet hel es s!®@hisohas not gone uneocticdd by
everyone.

Writer Graham Greene got in trouble in 1938 for his
review of S h Weel Wile Winkiempd smalls
magazine. In it, he refers to her bodypeatedly and how she
Ameasur es a ma n wi t h agil e S t
d e p r a}iObviously, slut shaming a ningear old who is
just doing her best to satisfy the adults directing her is wiong
children do not understand the ways in which adudwers
view and Mr. Greene worded his critique in a hurtful way, but
he does raise an interesting poc
appeal i's more secret Tamddle mor e
aged men and clergyménrespond to her dubious coquetry, to
the sight of her welshaped and desirable little body, packed
with enormous vitality, only because the safety curtain of story
and dialogue drops between thei
130 His observation of how audiences despair over young stars
agingand his assertion that part of this has to do with the way
society fetishizes youth is legitimate. The author fled to Mexico
to avoid prosecution, but was sued by her parént$ho won
thelibelsuitit o get the paragraph out
rghtly so; after all, Shirley wa
attention of unwanted advances. But the male gaze was with our
society then and it continues now, which leaves us with a
looming dilemma.

128y/alerie Walkerdinegs F RR@ Qa4 DANIY , 2dzy3d DANIa Iy
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1997), 142.

1295 A OKSt t S 5niINyie¥eaéOldShirley Terple Got Slut

{ K YSR 0@ DNJl&bnYire BekB S 90540 ¢
http://www.flavorwire.com.html.

0 Dean
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What happens to these psized dancers, syers, and
actors? The consummate entertainer, Shirley Temple was left
wi t h next t o not hing due t o h
choices ! And her movies beg further analysis, particularly in
relation to what our society expects from its children. Youth are
being taught that there are few molds in which to fit and films
such as these perpetuate this problem. There are potential
abuses specific to child entert
negotiated that there should b
prodwcers to manage the childrérthese people take over from
the parents because backstage conditions in a theatre cannot
physically accommbidlketteem vadndler t h e
is telling since this word is generallyeserved for herding
livestock. Is his how our society views the child performer, as
one who is herded on stage to do our bidding then put away for
the night once we are entertained?

As the Depression came to a close and Shirley Temple
films reached their pinnacle of success, a huge filtaered the
scenei and Shirley nearly won the lead role Thhe Wizard of
Oz (Was it the speculated weak singing voice which lost her
the role of Dorothy or that the
11-year old laughing and leaving when he exposed himself to
her behind closed doorsThe Wizard of Oxzvas first a store
front display intended to draw childrénand t heir p a
pockets and pocketbooksinto a Chicago retail establishment.
The same year L. The Waandkof Bnas mo s
published, hisThe Art of Decorating Dry Goods Windows and

B | dzNJ CAaKSNX & { LIhe\New ISquinyNlakch 208.8 = { LI
http://thenewinquiry.com.html

32 Katherine SandChild performers working in the entertainment industry

around the world: An analysis of the problems fa@@dneva: International

Labour Office Press, 200BA4.
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Interiors came out!33 The reallife man behind the curtain was
well-acquainted with smoke and mirrors and warned his child
reading audience to beware of such madié. That advice
seems to have gone largely unoedl.

The Motion Picture Association of America:

The history of film propaganda is as old as the history of
film itself but during the early days of the M.P.A.A. things took

an ugly turn. Letds take a 1l oo
board was formed. Rimard Heffner, former ratings board
chair man, expl ains: AWhen Jack

of the M. P.A.A. back inéel966, h
came from the presidentds of fi
Johnsonds man and he sSteghtamaang t he
of the other owners of Hollywood. He came to serve their
interest. He ¢ a'f®heralsas dlwaysbeaena o b b
rhetorical disdain for censorship among media moguls and the

government ali ke, as Dotty Hami
uses the fear of government censorship to keep power and
control in the mb&%utaonrrutpihetur e i
government and the film industry have worked together to
promot e a particul ar i deol ogy
inception.

Having DC . connections not only
elite decision maker sjanbthase mad e

BalE a2aKSNXY a2 AyR2¢ 5 NB@raRaghiby ¢ KS | N
Journal March/April 2012Utne Readerhttp://www.utne.com.html.

134 Mosher.

135Kirby DickThis Film Is Not Yet RatdaVD. Perf. Matt Stone, Theresa

Webb, Kimberly Peirce (London and Los Gatos CA: BBC Films and Netflix,

2006).

136 Dick.
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who came before and since in promoting Washington
approved agendas. Jon Lewis rel
AYou cano6t t al & filmawitboutttalkinghabouth i s t ¢
the history of censorship, and most people see Will Hays as this

sort of first formal attempt on the part of the industry as a whole

to institute sedr e g u | &tDuoen .t00 Hol | ywoodds
of being ASi n n @icturgs, BrodutelseandMo t i
Distributors Association put Hays in charge of a strict
production code. Lewis continues:

The current ratings system
somebody wanted to mount a constitutional case against

it wel |, i t 0 sn industry aggeengertme n t |
Now, the industryds never be

been collusive. Really from the very beginning, the
studios were vertically integrated monopolies. They
controlled development, they controlled production, they
controlled posproduction, they controlled distribution,
and they controlled exhibition. There were two big
strikes. There was the 1941 Disney strike in which labor
won a sort of a fairly clear victory. And then you had the
1945 Warner Brothers strike in which you had Iiagtle
between the two big industry unions, and you had the
studios hiring scabs, and you had hpgwered water
hoses used on picketers, and one way of dealing with
these increasingly powerful unions was to make
participation, membership in a union, dangus. So
during the blacklist [the House tAmerican Activities
Committee], the two questions that were asked routinely
at the hearings [by New Jer

137Kirby DickThis Film Is Not Yet RatdaVD. Perf. Matt Stone, Theresa
Webb, Kimberly Peirce (London and Los Gatos CA: BBC Filmstfiimd N
2006).
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Chair man, wi th Richard Ni xon
you a member of the CommunBtar t y? 6 and 0 Hi
ever held any position in t
First of all, asking the two questions together suggests
that thereds a connection be
second question makes saying yes a dangerous act, so to

T confessseems the wrong word, but fio confess
membership in a union would be tantamount to
accepting a life sentence of blacklist. People generally
associate this with McCarthy
with McCarthyism at all. Once the M.P.A.A. got on

board, theM.P.A.A. did it all themselves, and the
blacklist was implemented by the very body that
controlled the industry-3®

This dark period in American history destroyed creativity,
careers, and lives but the Disney name never tarnished in the
scuffle, andit went on to enjoy varying degrees of success as
the nationds primary kidsd film
patriotismi o r t he fact t hat he Aname

empl oyees who had organized a |
139

The M.P.AA. todg 7T whose list of members was
anonymous TUhistrimlls N2ty €t Raieslis actually
comprised of members of big film and movie theater
conglomerates plus a few Christian religious types for good
measure, so they are definitely not a body of gt or

138 Kirby DickThis Film Is Not Yet RatddlvD. Perf. Matt Stone, Theresa

Webb, Kimberly Peirce (London and Los Gatos CA: BBC Films and Netflix,

2006).

1) SYNE ! ® DANRdAzE® a5AaySeés aAfAdl NAT |
Afterdok mm P ¢ | dZRtd/www.Futh Hont.arg lbml or
http://www.henryagiroux.com.html
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oversight. There is no true rating beyond making sure films
which show any alternate to mainstream U.S. media get an NC

17 rating so they wonot be she
means it is a censorship bureau which began when D.C. sent

one of is own to supposedly control Hollywood; in actuality, it

exists to promote a certain agenda. This has always been the
case and it continues to Bé% Which means you will typically

see a nomainbow of sexuality at theaters along with a
nationalistic perspéive i and that nationalism seems
increasingly promoted in kidsb®o

CHI LDRENGS FI L M:
Di sneyds Origins and Growt h:

In 1923, Walt and Roy Disney established The Disney
Brothers Studi o and 1928 saw |
Willie.o Californiads Di sneyl a
counterpart in Florida opened |
premiered in 1983 as well as Takpisney, two theme parks
and three Disney hotels. 1992 brought Euro Disney with two
t heme parks and seven hotels. A
theme parks and approximately 44 hotels surrounding the
pr ope r inel993,0Disney purchased Miramax Film
Corporation and it later operated as a separate unit of Disney:

A At first], the Weinstein brot
under the supervision of Di sne\

140Kirby DickThis Film Is Not Yet RatdoVD. Perf. Matt Stone, Theie

Webb, Kimberly Peirce (London and Los Gatos CA: BBC Films and Netflix,

2006).

141 Carlos Carillo, Jeremy Crumley, Kendree Thieringer and Jeffrey S.

I FNNAaA2yd a¢KS 2FfG 5AaysSe /2YLIyey !
Robins School of Business, UniversftiRichmond. Nov. 2012.
http://www.robins.richmond.edu/documents/cases/WaltDisney.pdf

58


http://www.robins.richmond.edu/documents/cases/WaltDisney.pdf

between Disney and the Weinstein brothers was filled with
disagreemest both financial and strategic. One of the more
significant disagreements came over the controversial film
Fahrenheit 9/112004] that targeted President Bush during the
terror i s t* Fadlly, ahe kVgeinsiein brothers left
Miramax in 2005 to pursudifferent interests and in 2010 it was

sold to TutorSaliba Corporation. In 1995, Disney bought
Capital Cities/ ABC, giving Disn
cable networ ks HDisneyBpGrchaseddPix& S P N .
in 2006, though their relationship goback to 1997. In 2009,

t hey bought Mar vel Entertainmer
several comic book characters, such as Syier, X-Men,
Captain Amer “chisnenacaguired buoasfilmoin

2012 so morestar Warsfilms will come along, beginningn

2015. The range and power of this company should not be
underestimated.

Early Disney Misrepresentations on Replay Mode:

As the first studi o devoted
most are aware of examples of early Disney racism, sexism,
classism, their bias against the physically or mentally
challenged, their narrow gender roles, and their contribution to
politics but this ptce would be incomplete without a cursory
glance at its beginningsand the continuation of these narrow
minded representatioris which reflect segments of the larger
society, act as a teaching tool, and are permisginer for little
ones and adults iperpetuating misconceptions. When writers

142 Carlos Carillo, Jeremy Crumley, Kendree Thieringer and Jeffrey S.

I F NNRAAZ2Y PAEGYKS PRV &Y | / 2NLIRNFGS {1
Robins School of Business, University of Richmond. Nov. 2012.
http://www.robins.richmond.edu/documents/cases/WaltDisney.pdf

143 Caillo.

14 Carilla
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point out that early Disney merely reflected a time when it was
culturally acceptable to make fun of various types of people or
lifestyle choices, | disagree, in part because the company still
does this today andsam because there were plenty of people
around who helped people of color escape via the underground
railroad when slavery was legal, a number of devoted souls who
rescued Jewish and other persecuted people under Hitler, and
today, there are allies who arend-hearted, faktminded
humans fighting for the rights of the LGBT&® community

and others.

There are other i ndications
stern ultraconservative stance. As early as 1938, Disney did not
allow women to be trained for their anirizat department!4

1451n order to be more inclusive in covering the fluidity (identities,

orientations, lifestyles, relationship models) of gender and sexuality, the

LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, the first two initials being
interchangeable depafing on whether one is speaking with Gays or

Lesbians) community became LGBTQIA (with Q standing for Queer or

Questioning, | for Intersex, and A for Asexual or Ally), then LGBTQQIAAP (P

being Pansexual, people who refuse to be charted on the Kinsey acale)
LGBTSTGNC (for Lesbian, Gay, BisexualSpwity Trans, and Gender

Nonconforming) then LGBTQQIP2SAA (2S referring to the Native American
concept of TweSpirit, wherein a person encompasses both female and

male spirituality). Recently, new acronyme &reing proposed in order to

reduce the lengthiness of the aforementioned, such as GSD (Gender and

Sexual Diversities) and GSM (Gender and Sexual Minorities). Please see

t I G NR ONanityBa&lK NIDA Ot ST a6/ 2f 2NAYy3I GKS YAy:
http://www.vanityfair.com/culture.htmland Queertyat

http://www.queerty.com.html.

“gp2 22YSy bSSR !'LILXeyYy ! B5A&aKSENIGSYyAyY
Disney Animatior.Open Culture: The best free cultural and educational

media on the webApril 29, 2013http://www.openculture.com.html For

FdzZNIG KSNJ RSGIFAfax LI SIFasS asSsS ¢cDNALY / N
DisneyRef f & b20 !ff2¢6 22YSy | yAYIFG2NBRKE |
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And their racist sentiments go far beyond films because in the
1950s they had racist di spl ays
Native Americans (or Indigenous Peoples of the Americas,
known as First Nations in Canada), in Frontierland; siigila

Athe main restaurant in Frontie
of a former slave, Aunt Jemima, who would sign autographs for
the tourists outsi dé* Todnkfulyer 6P
Disney got rid of these attractions but only because of civil
rights groups criticizing and because the Native American
guides were trying to unioniz&*® But these misrepresentations

can be seen i n mo st of their f
and weol | | ook at cul tur al i nse
chaper.

Disney Public Service and the War Effort:

Disney educational films began in thé 0 s . Thereods
sex education piecdhe Story of Menstruatio(1946) created
for Kimberly-Clark, makers of Kotex, ané&amily Planning
(1968) presented in the interest of public servioaet also
cognizant of ovepopulation problems because it was done for

June 4, 2012.

http://www.spinoff.comicbookresources.com/2014/06/04.html

¥ SYNE ! ® DANRAZE® 6! NVAIYEXiAW 32 T 2/d#0 KEYR NI
[ dzt  dzNBhtpg//wwwhenpyairoux.com.html Please also see: Henry

| ® DANRdAzZE® a5raySes aAftAdGENARTFGAZY |yl
bk MmmdE | dZAtE/www.Benryagiroum.dom.html To learn about

general representations in film of Muslims and Arabs, please consult: Evelyn
Alsultany Arabs and Muslims in the Media: Race and Representation After

9/11 (New York: NYUPréss H nMmH 0 ® | f & 2 :Red Bad frdb§: WK I £
How Hollywood Villifies a Peofldorthampton MA: Media Education

Foundation, 2006). And the book with the same title by Jack G. Shaheen.

148 Giroux
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the Population Councit?® The latter features a lead couple with

pale complexions but who are speaking with accénthey

could be Mexican farmersi and only one out of seven
worldwide representations is wearing Us8yle clothing. The
message appears to be that everyone but Americans should
practice birth control. Before these, a number of wartime shorts
were created supporting thieght against the Axis powers
(Germany, Italy, and Japanfommando Duck1944); Der
Fuehrerdos Face: D(@943;The OlDArmyk a s
Game(1943);T h e Sp i (abouttheimpoidadce of paying

taxes to help the war effort); aridonald Duck Ges Drafted
(1942). Li ke FRradudekto Waatlperfistdnsa 1 9 4 3
series of propaganda films commissioned by the OWI (Office of

War I nformation), meant to arou
Bugs Bunny and Daffy Duck wartime cartoons, Disney did
his/their part in leading the country®® And still does in a

partisan fashion with films such e Path to 9/112006).%!

Leaders have paid back their loyalty, as in President Bush
telling the American public i mm
to DisneyWorld in Florida. Take your families and enjoy life,

49t £ S a8 aAFaMilyRlanhingOR | f G 5AaySeQa wmdopcTt {
t NERdzOG A 2y = { (i FOp@hICyltdre: Th2 Pelst frde cubtudaD8 & ¢
educational media on the welug. 27, 2013.

http://www.openculture.com.html

B¢ 52y f R 5 dzOfedndand. FouROthel Disiey Bropaganda

/I FNI22ya FNRBY 22NIR 2FNJLL®PE ' yAYFGAZ
Open Culture: The best free cultural & educational media on the web
http://www.openculture.comhtml. See also a@pen Culture: The best free

cultural & educational mediaonthewehb 5 2y f R 5dz01 2 I yda
Your Taxes (194%3) b2 @D HPZ HAMAOD

Bl SYNE ! ® DANRdAzE® a5AaySeés aAfAdl NAT |
I T3 SN bk MM O httpd/vaedy Suth+autiorg stmIMT kisharticle can

lfa2 68 FT2dzyR 2y |1 SyNE | ® DANRAZEQA 6 S«
http://www.henryagiroux.com.html
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the way we want™int similar veinecoulin j oy e
the more recent inclusion of torture and other militarism in
chil drenos fil ms exi st for t he
nationalism?

Altering the Past:

Some point out that the original fairy tales contained
violence. While this is true, fairy tales were told as stories and
wer enot graphic, movi ng pictu
addition, fairy tales had good moral lessons despite the terror.
Bruno Bettelheim feels that these tales assist children in
knowing how to deal with | ifeo:
learning. >3 But once Disney got ahold of fairy tales, they
sanitized them in one way but created whole new dimensions of
weirdness. Fornemple, compare the original storyTife Little
Mermaid with the Disney film version. Further, stories of
historical significance have been changed to reflect the
company 6§ in agldife, dahn Smith and Pocahontas
never had a romantic relationship

Historical Violence in Disney and Other Film Companies:

There are numerous examples of general violence in
ki dséo fil ms r e g awillg Werka and the ¢ o0 mj
Chocolate Factory1971) shows a child drowning, a terrifying
boat ride where we see a chick
lizard eating a childPinocchio(1940) features boys turned into
donkeys working in salt mine§umbo(1941) gets drunk and

12 yRNB G WO . | OFdd BeKTold WsDoGh $hvppihg? Now
i KS . A fThe WashindgiaizBab@ct. 5, 2008.
http://www.washingtonpost.com.html

153Bruno BettelheimThe Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and
Importance ofFairy Tale§New York: Knopf Doubleday, 2010).
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it os I i ke a Ddnadd Dudk hBs at starvaiion
meltdown and is about to turn psychotic killer until restrained in
Mickey and the Beansta(947); a childcatcher can smell the

bl ood of the chil dr enChittyeChitty hunt
Bang Bang(1968); and, of course t her ed6s the hu
nearly carves out Snow Whiteds
his queen as proof of her deathSnow White and the Seven

Dwarfs (1937). 1% Need more? Check olithe Never Ending

Ston s (1984) sinking h oimclside ; Sat
demons burning in heldl and nig
Mount ai no dantpsiag940g theo floody, baek

lighted scenes ofhe Secret of N..M.H1982); andAll Dogs
GotoHeaveds (1989) revelatiof® that
All rated Gor PG. But, without question, Disney has perfected

the negative.

Representations of Physical and Mental Challenges:

Disney representations of mental and physical
challenges are filled with disability stereotypes; relying on
stereotypes both erases indivality and negates the realities of
disability. Minority groups count on positive portrayals in
mediai most especially those made for yoiitfor seltidentity
and their overall image. Fronsnow White and the Seven
Dwarfs (1937)and Dumbo(1941)to Finding Nemo(2003) and
beyond, the company has engaged in seven decades of
presenting challenges in ways which perpetuate Otherness.
Hol |l ywood generally has |l ong us

BACAGT ISNIF TR { YAGKD 417 | 2NNAFeAy3ad az2YS$
CrackedOct. 15, 200%http://www.cracked.com.html

BWE 02 L2 RSt €1 v dzS NOASydl &G qF NEBNG- diYe |- GaAaT AADY
a 2 @ A GrackedJune 22, 201 http://www.cracked.com.html
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scream and ul ti ma¥®8nbwWhitecandthek e a
Seven Dwarfdeatures Doc and Dopey and their disorders of
verbal communication while the other dwarves possess
personality disorders!® So begins the Disney foray into
disability in all its forms.

Findng Nem6s | ead <character nega
much the same way physically challenged persons survive:
rejected by some, accepted by some, pegged as socially and
physically different but rejecting assumptions made about him.
The storybés catalyst is the proc
but restrictiveactions affect his son, and the film does not
devote much time to the fact t
genetic error (birth defect) 0
attack on his mot®*itefimdaesiagsod bl i n
job of presentingharacters which nearly all have difference yet
who also have complete personalities beyond the traditional
narrative that Aftypecast|[ s] di ¢
tragedies or senti ment™&Yetwel ar ge
are left to wonder whthe 150+ year old sea turtles seem like
teenagers physically and psychically, how the neurotic group in
the Sydney dentist office will survive, what is driving the
sadistic little girl in the office, why Dory has shoerm

t
r

B SLIKEFYAS wd ¢K2YLEAZ2Yd® GCNRY 5sz02 a
YR wSLINBaSyidladAzy h@SNIcn ,SINBR Ay 5;
Cincinnatihttp://www.ahead.org.html

157|ftah Biran, MD, and Israel$®h y SNE a5® a¢ KS & LIS K

2 fG 5AaySeQa WwW{y2¢ 2KAGS FyR GK {S
Neurology, Hadassah University Hospital, Jerusalem, Israel. doi:
10.1212/WNL.57.2.36ReurologyJuly 24, 2001 vol. no. 2 3&884.
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Quarterly Winter 2004, Volume 24, No. 1.

9 Millett.

0

@‘ P

S
S

65


http://www.ahead.org.html/

memory loss, and whether Marlib s e mot i onal di s
anxiety will fade. It appears as though Dory and Marlin will
become acoupleno surprise tilamweare i t 0s
led to believe that the spectacled bodies on display will
overcome their supposed intellectual and ptafsdifficulties or

prevail in spite of them as seen in traditional narratives.

Criminality:

Given that criminal deviance is often Disney fare, it is
significant that Disney removes any social conditions such as
poverty when portraying criminalitynstead making the culprit
an individual 6s inherent qualit
or evil. These can be divided into the following groups: The
StatusSeekers, like Lady Tremaine i@inderella (1950) or
Gaston inBeauty and the Beagt991), &hough female villens
are chastised, whereas Gastgpe figures still make young
women swoon and never pay for their sexist bumbfffjThe
WealthSeekers, such as Cruella de Vil 191 Dalmatias
(1961) and Mr. Clayton iTarzan(1999). The Thron&eekers,
as illustrated by Ursula ifhe Little Mermaid1989) and Yzma
inThe Emper or 6 6000).eThe RévergBeekers,
like Captain Hook irPeter Pan(1953). The EvilSeekers, such
as Maleficent inSleeping Beauty1959) and Mdame Mim in
The Sword and the Sto(£963).1*'1fi The Di sney repr
of criminality as deriving from an internal quality is consistent
with how Americans generally view crime in the United
St at!® &ndawhat is the effect of viewing crime in this
manrer? Removing social problems as contributors to the

0SSO0 wlkoAazyd a5SPAlyOS Ay 5AxraySsSe
DisneyRiYaz ! vdzt t AGFOGABS ylrfteaMmaode 2Saf
161 Rabison 45-69.

162 Rabison 69.
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behavior of c¢criminals Anot only
also to distance ourselves from any sense of responsibility for
the roots of thTeaching ohibdlee tm viewt s e | f
crime in thismanner and making judgments about race and

class has reakorld consequences but it is not the only
depiction which is problematic.

Animal Abuse:

One example of problematic anthropomorphized
creatures is seen in a 2013 Dis
trying to save his pet fish, Mickey throws his pet cat out of a
four-story high window. The viewer does not see if the cat is
okay before the end of the sho
from 1932, Mickey sells his beloved pal, Pluto, to help a cat
family with many (about twenty) kids for whom there are no
presents at Christmas, even though he and Pluto have no money
for food. RO Come Al I Ye Faith
We see the mother crying and a portrait of a man behind bars
which is kabel AdfiBat which is o
a fish bowl. After witnessing this, Mickéywith hands around
Pl ut o Oisdragsehis lpet to be sold to the wealthy man
whose child wants him. Pluto is abused by the toddler, who
bangs him on the head with a maligies to run over him with
a toy train, and ties things to his tail. Finally, the dad has their
butler throw Pluto out: We then see a bare bottom, and we
overhear the crying child whose father administers at least ten
hits/slaps. While Mickey and Plutend up together again, the
audience has seen the betrayal of a friend, the imposed hunger
of a friend, and child abuse but, because these are all animals,
these situations are presented as acceptable.
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Sexism/Gender Misrepresentation:

Women have awayp een objecti fied in
movies. Besides creating all supposedly good females with the
same body type, sé&eauty and the Begswhich is a primer for
teaching women how to endure being in an abusive relationship.
This has a cumulative effect whidells girls how to behave
(and look?!) in order to get the prince, yet boys too are taught
how to interact with women that women are either servants or
objects of pleasure or both and they are instructed to be
attracted only to stereotypically Disneyersions of
attractiveness. Wo me n O breadied d i e s
with tiny waists, w h 4showddereahe n 0 s
hugearmed, bigchested, and chiselédthose men who do not
fit into this mold are either outcast or seen in subservieasrol
Many a climactic scene is shown in Disney films with two
males fighting either to maintain/gain power or win the love of
a woman. Since themes of vengeance define masculinity and
projections of servitude and sexuality define womanhood, there
is little room for more welounded character$*

ProDi sney articles tal k abou
coming around and the proof is iMulan (1998) and
Pocahontaq1995), but these female leads look and act pretty
much the same as all the other female leadsnd end up
interested in male heroes. ham. Sure, some of the new films
like Brave (2012) also offer women on horseback. And |
suppose it says something that a female hero can choose not to
marryi Wait! In what year was that finally allowed? Often, the
new leads are subjected to the same patriarchy, the same
wardrobes, makep artists, and evil personal trainers (who

164 Sanjay NewtonYouTubed { SEA A YZ { (i NB
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appear to use the same stretching devices on their new clients as
used to achieve the slim bodies of earlier female heroes). Why

isitthattheone character who Tilke ot I
the lead character iBrave Princess Meridd is presented as
suspect in the mediads discussi

to be seen as asexual or a lesbian? Because viewers of these
films have so fien, and for so long, been exposed to the same
script: Pretty girl gets the handsome guy. In our collective
consciousness, that 6s | Bravg what
Pi xar"nsovl 2, we see a medieval
female lead in seventeenyedfSMay be t hat os some

What does it say about our society that we are so
desperate to crawl back into the womb of false retro sedurity
whether presented through toys masfyus saw as kids or in
lands with occasionally benevolent royailtyhat we are willing
to go along with what we know is wrong, such as laughing
when Ken is severely bullied by Barbie Tioy Story 32010)?
Basically, every Disney/Pixar film is problenatfor using
stereotypical and derogatory representations like the
aforementioned and there seems no limit to the varieties of
prejudice. Virtually every Spanisspeaking character is
presented as criminal or lazy or as some sort of misogynistic
flitiseeBuzz Lightyear when heds sw
inToyStorylas an example. And The i sn
Lego Movie (2014) i produced by Warner Bros., Village
Roadshow Pictures, and othérsgives the Lego version of
Dumbledore an extra high @ presumably because the author
of the Harry Potter character stated he was gay after she
completed the series.

53 NB t 2f & OBraveLkag It A IANIHENSE 2F CSYIl £ S ¢
Time June 22, 201ttp://www.ideas.time.com.html
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Racism:

In the 1890s, Populist leader Tom Watson addressed
poor Black and white farmers: A
be separately fleeced of your earnings. You are made to hate
each other because upon that hatred is rested the keystone of the
arch of financal despotism which enslaves you both. You are
deceived and blinded that you may not see how this race
antagonism perpetuates a monetary system which beggars you
b ot H® dhe opposition enforced white working class
supremacy through which whites were taulifiestyle changes
to purportedly express their s
long to reflect racist sentiments which further segregated the
races; it has existed in film since its inception and Disney has
been expert in promoting such. Ré& ramifi cat i on i n t
worl d? fAUpturns in teen suicide
only 22 percent between 1980 and 1995 while the rate for Black
mal es | ump e d?¥*® Kdep in miad tlaeBlatk. nien
with college degrees earn tlsame as white men with igh
school diplomast®® We have a problem.

Disney racism and cultural insensitivity extends to
books released by the company, includibga | t Di sney
Mickey Mouse and the Boy Thursday om 1948. The ¢
book tells the tale of a West African who aaig a't Mi c k e
house in a crate of bananas and the boy is presented as an
unintelligent person who does not understand a supposedly
civilized society. G ovattedy little e f e r ¢

g NIKF wod al K2ySeéod a/ 2yadNHzOGAy3a {2¢
G2N] SNEDPE | YADBSNARAAGE 2F tSyyaet gl yialr |
https://www.law.upenn.edu.html

167 Barry GlassneThe Culture of Fear: Why Americans are Afraid of the

Wrong ThinggNew York: Basic Books, 2009), 109.

168 Glassner109.
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monkeyo i n a therihge®dWhercMickey speaks O

to Boy Thursday, he uses typically racist Western film language
made to be used by Native Americans and those communicating
with them such as fAYou washumo
cl ean. Mi nnie calls the boy a b
keepasavpe i n your home. 0 The char
heard speaking gibberish, and worships Goofy because he
resembles an African totem pole. At first, Mickey recognizes

that the youngster needs a patient hand to guide him, but he
mai nly says tliieNMoy] anchhe endsiup dumping

him off at the circus to get rid of him, presenting him to the
head of the cir cu®Ths s mérey onee a | \
example of hundreds of breaches by the company over the
years.

You dondt havgto findother@xarkples o o |
of racism in Disney productions: How about Pedro, the
Mexican Chihuahua, ihady and the Tram1955)? Or Tito,
the Chihuahua with a temper @liver and Company1988)?
Thereds the Siamese cat who useE€e
in The Aristocats( 1 970) , Chip 6énd Dal ed:
seriesdé6 (1989) Siamese Twin Ga
Lee, karate expert), and Si and Am, tbedy and the Tramp

WaghiKSNAY3I Aa | LINRPOSaa (GKIFG ARSYUGATA
different from oneself or the mainstream, and it can reinfoered

NBLINE RdzOS LI2aAidAzya 2F R2YAYylLGA2Y | YR
J.L. Johnson, J.L. Bottorff, A.J. Browne, S. Grewal, B.A. Hilton, and H. Clarke.
GhiKSNAY3 FYyR 68Ay3 20KSNBR Ay (KS 02
of Nursing, Univeity of British Columbiadealth Commun2004;

16(2):25571.

MWg¢KS 5FN] {ARS 2F 5AaySeoé
http://www.darksideofdisney.wordpress.comtml. See alsé | f § 5Aay Se Q:
Mickey Mouse and the Boy Thursd&acine, Wisconsin: Whitman

Publishing Company, 1948).
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(1955) Siamese cats. Disney contind€d Dalmatiaason TV
with AlGahs DallTmat Series, 0 which

Persian Pete, who was a bully w
Therebds the denigrat i Beter Parf Nat
(1953), whose AWhat Made the R«

that a guy got kissed and blushed #meh the whole of Native
Americans were that colaria deep Cireweraftera r ed
as opposed to what?i the regular default mode of white skin.

171 The film shows Native Americans as misogynistic and adds

a supposedly traditional dance where Tigely lSeems more

like a strip tease dancefr? King Louie fromThe Jungle Book
(1967) and his fAl want to'be | i
More <current | y,ThehLdatley Meanbamland its 1 9 8 9 ¢
Jamaicars oundi ng c¢crab who exefierai ns
AUnder the Seao because AUp ol

day/ Out in the sun they sl ave a
to floatindéd/ Under the seal! 0 Stu
soul 0 and t he bl ackfi sh i n the

thee representations help civil rights or perpetuate unkind
stereotypes. Or check out the even more rePéaries(2013)

and Planes: Fire and Rescué€014) Mexican character El
Chupacabra who serenades a female plane with a fast version of
The Miraccloemgd A9 D5 Just a) Lov.
as a slow version with Mariachi style band backup. This raced

plane is obviously a womanizer and DisneyToon Studios
(which usually does diredb-video DVDs for the company) has
repeatedly created Latino character& a si mi |l ar vei
itds no longer acceptable to h

MegaKSLR az212Syl ® aLa™Bpmiligi3s2 wO@ABIKKE O
http://www.dontpaniconline.com.html
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luchador mask whose onscreen appearances are announced by a
strum of f | Hd*Weagee. guitar. o

Il ncluded on the ABusiness 1In
films of all time are several Disney filmd$zantasia (1940),
which features a hatlonkey, hakhuman Black centaur who is
Agi ddy and sl oppy and [ bearddor e D
even deni ed Sunfl ower 0s exi st
apologizing!T in the 1960sand beyond versions of the film]
was seen at one point polishing the hoofs of her wigtgaur
count el Damba(1941) has black birds (voiced by a
white person sounding |ik-e the
American'® whose | eader 6slimmCaome i s
Yikes. Song of the Soutlj1946) had stereotypical African
American characters in nearly every scene and erased Civil War
era plantation life tensions and hardships by making it seem as
i f Uncl e Re muadeetood ®&do hliisf é&zi phe
includes the treatment of Native Americans Beter Pan
(1953), the Asian stereotyping of the Siamese catady and
the Tramp(1955), and expounds upon the ways in which the
more currenfAladdin( 1992) portrays the Ar

violent peoplewh o tr eat women abusivel
recites |lyrics from its song fd#
of f your ear/ i f they dondt | iKk

Mt I ySaQy / Nde EdonomistyidRk 16y281®.¢
http://www.economist.com.html

WYSSNIFYlF {FradNBE® G{KIYS 2y 12tffteg22R
h¥ | f fBusindsylBsitigdun. 1, 2012.

http://www.businessinsider.com.html
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i t 0s H'dBegnning lines were finally changed after

repeated attempts fiothe AmericamArab Anti-Discrimination

Commi ttee which began even befo
fon the 1993 video release to:
and the heat i's intensel/ Il t 6s |
fil mds or i galbuma featuses ther pievioua eeksion

but subsequent ie e | e a s e!$ It id mterésting that the

voices which replace the edited lines are noticeably deeper than

the original, as if to make an obvious point; further, when the
original lyrics are used, ¢ chosen words act to make the
listener keenly aware of the words ear and face and the brutality

of what is being said because t
fourth |ines and the refrainds
one anotheii by / f | yé mgatardth@ar déankar / f
there is a dissonance.]

Kids6é Filmsd Contemporary Pol it

Let6ébs |l ook more closely at C
because their portrayals of the Arabic world as conniving and
meanspirited in the fiimAladdin (1992) went a long way in
convincing viewers that most in the distant land were unusually

cruel . Further, Di sneyds racist
completely stop even when protests occurred. Executives
changed one | i ne, of Arabtnaniesnn thep r o n u

film, the racial coding of accents, and the use of nonsensical
scrawl as a substitute for an actual written Arabic language

WYSSNIFYIl {FradNE® G{KIYS 2y 12ffteg22R
h¥ | f fBusindsylBsitigdun. 1, 2012.

http://www.businessinsider.com.html
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wer e not % &hedimeaterated news and other

media misrepresentations of the culture during thé ®ak. As

Jasmine and Aladdin, the heroes in the film, are given pleasing
features and American accefitAladdin even being modeled

after popular actor Tom Cruidethe supposedly bad characters

are given hideous features and heavy accéfftghis is litle

di fferent than when Athe despic
through the voices of Whoopi Goldberg and Cheech Marin in
racially coded accents that take on the nuances of the discourse

of a decidedly wurban, bl ack and
taught that cultural differences that do not bear the imprint of

white, middleclass ethnicity are deviant, inferior, unintelligent,

and a threat ¥ Two years aiteAmddin, thene . 0
video sequel,The Return of Jafaf1994) included the lyrics:
AArabian nights |ike Arabian d
Pack your shield, pack your swc
Though [get] beat eH?Thesedoffegsive e d ,

l yrics were unchall engefthe 20y mo s
topsel ling vide®d Tk dksho¢k mand
wording reminds wus of George W
campaign for Operation Iragi Freedom.]

79 SYNE ! @ DANRdAzZE®D 4! y A Y2Hi AyKaA f, RNIRIYKOYE (i
/ dzt G kB henryagiroux.com.html

80 This is repeated today through news stories of beheadings, as if the U.S.
electric chair is somehow more humane; similarly, the 2015 Charlie Hebdo
and more recent attackin France garner attentigrwhereas the reasons
behind theiroccurrence are neglectein media Ask what is missing from

your screens which might cause some to react in such a desperate way.
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York and Northampton: Olive BrancheBs, 2001), 52.
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Disney has been in the service of promoting Figlrtg
political requests since its incegti and it continues to do so in
todayos wor | d. Di sney has rout
(sexism, classism, racism, etc.), encouraged the sexual binary
and heterosexual stance, and created a particulatctasbody
image for women and girls to follow, bittis the increasing
violence and militarismi often promoted through offspring
companiesi which should be the primary focus because its
pervasive cruelty is changing society adversely here and abroad.
One potential problem is that these violent filnis déhers that
the United States deserves return violence; another problem is
that those who are marginalized/accused become targets.

The Vilification of Arabs and Muslims:

While there are contemporary examples of racism
t hrough st er e o tsygmainstgLatinos, Ndtived s 0
Americans, Asians and others, Arabic and Islamic slams have
existed for more than 100 years and are on the rise. The Arab or
an American of Arab heritage is never portrayed as a regular
person. Since 1896, celluloid Arabs are paaty ed as dbr
heartless, uncivilized religious fanatics and menead cultural
6ot hersdé bent on terrorizing ¢
Chri st i an $% Aadedcesineversjuestion why Arabs
are consistently presddresseddrk t hus
sunglasses. In the background limousine, harem maidens, oil
wells, camels. Or perhaps he is brandishing an automatic
weapon, crazy hate in h$Buteyes
there are deeply political reasons why this is the case.

184 Jack G. ShaheeReel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies A Pedjdey
York and Northampton: Olive Branch Press, 208.1),
18 Shaheen, 2.
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Fir st , the facts: AThe term
million people who reside in, and the many more millions
around the worl d who a%Taerefiss o m,

a mixed ethnicity due to occup
Arabs have dark hair, daeyes, and olive complexions [while]
otherséhave freckl es ® Thiekdal hai r,

those in Arabic countries are M
Ar ab Christians resi de t her e é
careers, and dmngs%®l ndadtyuasltietrye,,

dress is traditional and Western. The majority are peaceful, not
violent; poor, not rich; most do not dwell in desert tents; none

are surrounded by harem maidens; most have never seen an oil
well or moun® Modiegees cawimel . aot se
i mmi grants and their chiPren
There are no representations of those who fougtrtd still are
iAmericads wars or worRpOkte i n A
over 900 largely Hollywood films made between 1896 2601

[Shaheen dissects], only a handful depict heroic Ardb&ven
making fun of the Arabic word |
Christians and Muslims use, producers imply that these cultures

are not worshipping the fA®dtrue
193

=
>

Herebs a history |l esson:
heritage, prior to World War |, nearly all the Arabs immigrating

186 Jack G. ShaheeReel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies A Pejsey
York and Nottampton: Olive Branch Press, 20(.),

187 Shaheen3.

18 Shaheen3.

189 Shaheen3.

190 Shaheend.

Blshaheen4.

192Shaheen10-11.

193 Shaheenil.

77



to America were Christians: Lebanese, Palestinians, and
Syrians. Today, t he maj ori ty (
American population isalso Christian; about 40 percent are
Mus!l i mé Most of t he worl dos 1.
Indonesian, Indian, or Malaysian. Only 12 percent of the
worl dos Mus !l i ms ar e Ar ab. Yet ,
reality, depicting Arabs and Muslims as one and theesam
people. Repeatedly, they falsely project all Arabs as Muslims

and all Muslims as Arabs. As a result, viewers, too, tend to link

the same attributes to both peoples. In reality, of course,
Mideast Arabg and ArabAmericansi are more than a bit like

youa n d Hf.ydu shake to the core every time you see
someone wearing a hijab, youov
media to be fearful. If you think all Italians are part of the

Mafia, that all Jewish people are part of an international
conspiracy, and thatldluslims are fanatics, please think again

because, as Sydney Harris point

than ever, barriers of this kind must be broken, for we are all

more alike tha® we are differen
What is the real world effect of xenophobia8 He . @A One

can certainly make the case the
images are sometimes reflected in the attitudes and actions of
journalists and government officials. Consider the aftermath of

the 19 April 1995 bombing of the federal building in Qidana

City. Though no American of Arab descent was involved, they

were instantly targeted as suspects. Speculative reporting,
combined with decades of harmful stereotyping, resulted in
more than 300 hate ®cEvenlersy agai

194 Jack G. ShaheeReel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies A Pedjdey
York and Northampton: Olive Branch Press, 2004), 3

195 Shaheenl.

1% Shaheen7.
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Kissinger cautione af ter the tragedy: alor
people gain their under standi nc¢
written word, the truth is not a responsibility filmmakers can
shrug off as an incident®l byp
Over ti me, i af bigotee imnaggs dses, rinefactn
tarnish our judgment of aipeopl
and destructivé to hate before even meeting someone.

The Islamic faith especially is shown as obsessed with
holy war, and made up of male supremacists. Mesqgare
typically shown on screen only before civilians are massacred
by those who just prayed®® American audiences shamefully
rose, clapped, and cheered during the 2000 fiRuales of
Engagementwhen U.SMarines gunned down 83 Yemini men,
women, and chidr enéfinot necessarily
insensitivity, but because for more than 100 years Hollywood
has singled out t Wdslandoptmtbha aads o0 u |
Arabophobia continue, in part, due to military backing.

AMore than four tl efevhichfsh®wt ur e
Americans killing Arabs, credit the DOD for providing needed

equi pment , personnel, and tech
Arabb as hi ng %This wlificat®n i® seen even in
pl aces one would not expect: F

egregious, amoral Villains, Sheikhs, Egyptians, and Palestinians

in more than 250 movies that have absolutely nothing to do
with Arabs or [rkeéeiad] et E@aasg
Appearing like unexpected jumbo potholes on paved streets,
nasty Arabs cluttehundreds of no#\rab scenario$ and even

197 Jack G. ShaheeReel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies A Pedjdey
York and Northampton: Olive Branch Press, 20D0.1),

198 Shaheen9.

199 Shaheen]5.

200Shaheen15.
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noted fil mmakerséparticipate in
as Neil Simon, Tom Wolfe, and Paddy Chayefsky also
tarnished Arabs. About 40 films, includingetwork (1976),

Chapter Two(1979), andThe Bonfire of the Vanitie€L990)
contain di scriminatory-200di al oc
Hol |l ywood rel eased mo r eArali h an

i nser 12082, a3 a DOBHunded bash for MP.A.A.

president, Jack Valenti, hosted by Defense Secretary Willia
Cohen, spokesman Kenneth Bacon explained why the DOD
fraternizes with imagena k er s : il f we can f
shows and movies that show the excitement and importance of
military life, they can help generate a favorable atmosphere for

r ecr ui®Sothem it is.

t ask your se

You might want o]
fishei khdo means nl
f i

know the word

the head of the amilyé[and t he
to show respect, people addres:
this way? 2°® Do you know the difference between a hijab, a

ni gab, a burka, a chador, and

havdmmtd Waeeea@ fprimer for such on TV or in film.
Why do we think Iran is an Arab country, not Persian? Why do
IsraeliPalestinian coflict films never show Israelis as
oppressors? Why are Argtmerican soldiers never seen in our
films, even though plenty of them defend the homeland? Why
are directors like Steven Spielberg, Ridley Scott, and Francis
Ford Coppola complicit in perpetuaginbigotry by inserting
Anti-Arab sentiments in films [lik&'he Black Stallion1979),
Back to the Futur€1985),Young Sherlock Holm&4985), and

201 Jack G. ShaheeReel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies A Pedaa
York and Northampton: Olive Branch Press, 2001), 27.
202Shaheen16.

203Shaheen19.
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G.l. Jane(1997)]? All stereotypes are hateful but perhaps the
most poisonous are the ones with a long hystencouraged in
present day. l snét it time for

Disney, Pixar, and the New Order:

Back to Disneyéldust as the
beginning to wane, a new order of architects took over. A main
concern is the introduction, inculcation, and dngation of
violence to youth and, while certainly not alone, Disney/Pixar is
a major player. The 1980s saw new animators replacing the old
at Disney, as Tim Burton, director extraordinaire, Brad Bird of
AThe Simpsonso f ameThealronGiahtat er
(1999) ,ThePncredibte®2804) andRatatouille (2007),
and John Lasseter, future Pixar guru and eventual Disney
executive overran the place like mic@* In 1984, Michael
Eisner came from Paramount to boost a faltering Disney but his
Arut mhepagement styleo | eft many
decades at the hel m, he was ous
205 After his time at Disney, he had a talk show, started a media
hol ding company, and spent his
AGIl enn Ma r t ifare hooRingDup Swithdo Uniteesal
Pictures/Comcast for marketing and distribution of his own
movies.?%

Before he |left, he and head
former Eisner buddy at Paramount, Jeffrey Katzenberg,
developed a nasty working relationship which used

204\, KeithBooker5s A 8y Sés tAEFINE FyR (K | ARRSY
Films(Santa Barbara: ABQ. 10O, 2010), 40.

205Booker 41.

206CNBR t NPdzA SNk wSdzi SNE® GaC2NNSN)I 5AaySe
GAGK ' YA DS NA | New YorknDaily Ne@sdd H 1 mo ®
http://www.nydailynews.com.html
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Katzenberg to leave in 1994. Katzenberg, Steven Spielberg, and
David Geffen then founded DreamWorks SK&. But before

the split, Eisner and Katzenberg began filmirige Brave Little

Toaster with Lasseter as director. The anthropomorphic
machines inThe Brave Little Toasteface such dire horror

genre circumstances that one begins to think that this is a film
made for adults pr et?®0fdousg t o
Lasseter would continue and expand the troubling themes of
cruelty and torture whenrpo mot i ng Pi xar 6s upc«
Toy Story

The film was slashed by Disney mmoduction and
Lasseter was fired because Disney saw no promise in the idea of
using computers. Of course, Pixar became the fruition of
Lass et er 0 sThelBrawdittte Tadsterwas finished at
loosely related Hyperion Pictures (so named for the street of the
original Disney studio), which had been founded by former
Disney staff. The film was ewritten by Joe Ranft, who did
voiceovers for Pixar, but Lasseter worked the picture even
when it was at Hyperiorf®® Disney was supposed to distribute
but there were problems and in 1991 it was subsequently
released on video.

The Brave Little Toastas, in essence, a Pixar prototype
in its retretoy theme and its dark nae with horror tropes and
adult subject mattef!° This film shows the distinction between
Disney and Pixar, even though Pixar is owned by Disney today.
Perhaps the Walt Disney Company felt more comfortable
releasing films of a more violent nature undetariin the same

207\1. Keith BookerDis/ S8 = t AEFNE YR (GKS | ARRSY a
Films(Santa Barbara: ABCLIO, 2010), 442.

208 Booker 45.

209Booker 43.

210Booker 42-43.
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way they began Touchstone Pictures brand in 1983 in order to
release movies which have dark and or mature themes so as to
not tarnish the idealized innocent Disney image.

The collaborative efforts of technology hotshots
continued as the meanimation style developed, perhaps more
by accident than design. George Lucas was able to create the
outstanding special effects at his Industrial Light and Magic
(ILM) which made Star Warsa success. When it struggled
financially in the 1980s, Apple giant Steve Jobs bought it
thinking Athe group might be ab
and marketing computer software and (especially) hardware for
the government and medical community lwit potential
secondary market for the use of movie studios (Disney was a
key early customer) in creating compugEmerated special
e f f e%!'The shorts ILM created to generate income caught
on and, of course, the rewt is
Jobs, [ was in 2010] Di sneyds |
Lasseteréis now chief creative
of both Disn@yNoandceBirxgar .Loucas
secondargest single shareholder in the entertainment giant
aftertheesat e of Steve JobséDisney
direct a new O0Star Wars6 wmovi e
of fs around ce?tMeanwhilecPixar st er s
become not only a leader in technological advances, but is a
brand whose very name draar®wds to its latest films.

211\, Keith Booker5 A 8y Sés tAEINE YR G(4KS | ARRSY
Films(Santa Barbara: ABCLIO, 2010), 77.

212Booker 43.

B[ dzOF & {KIFI gd a5AaySe ¢NIYyaFTSNB bPu. Ay
[ dzO & F ATherWrgpt Go&dng Hollywoogeb. 6, 2013.
http://www.thewrap.com.html.
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The point is that these top technological geniuses
contributed to very new contenfread: torture, cruelty
militarism, and the grotesque)n chi |l drends fi |l m
to have started witifhe Brave Little Toasteseries, a trilogy
which includes not only the horror genre, but an animal
experimentation lab, the kiling of anthropomorphized
machines, cannibalism of the aforementioned, etc. In the middle
of this exciting computer age, new studios were created which
adively promote aduitevel violence in content.

EDUCATION:

Education, too, has a past which explains how we got in
this mess. In most of the %entury and earlier, individual
schools were independent but the Committee of Ten and other
bureaucratic orgnizations took charge of the education system
during the Progressive era. Therefore, a new standardized
institution was created, one which implemented policies to
dictate new rules that demanded professional credentials,
oversaw tardiness and absenteeisimmd changed curriculum,
et c. Tayl ori smods factory goa
centralization, and sorting and these were initiated in the
schools. James B. Conant worked as a chemist on poison gases
during World War |, was a president of Harvard Universatyd
was chairman of the National Defense Research Committee
(NDRC) overseeing the Manhattan Project making atomic
bombs before he again turned his attention to the education
system and making sure there would be enough workers in
place to keep the countrgoing. His closure of more than

100, 000 smal/l school s meant it
school increased 300 percent, with many urban high schools
ball ooning t o over 3,000 stud

Scholastic Aptitude Test, Conant believed only &ft¢o twenty
percent were worthy of college, and his aptitude testing,
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tracking, and ability grouping are still with us today (which is

why, beginning in middle school or earlier, little Timmy will

either be in Math or Advanced Math and why high school
comsel ors dictate a studentds cC
course for life) 214

Despite rhetoric stating that these new institutional
reforms were to aid in democracy and broaden opportunity for
all (like all educational reforms since claim is the ¢aslee
truth is that Athese reforms in
over the paternalism, regimentation, and inflexibility of the
moder n pub3®iThe efleatshobprolongéd schooling,
the splintering of academics according to perceived abjlitres
favoring of uppemiddle class kids in testing which promoted
social and ethnic divisions, and gigantic schools following a
central dictate unwittingly pushed an alienated youth into a
rebellious state?'®

This distrust of institutions spilled intoofitics as youth
of successive generations came to question the inequality of
sexism, racism, and classism now inherent in the system. They
came to realize that their own forced school incarceration was
created to prevent a disrupted labor market; likevitsgy came
to recognize they were being used as cheap labor once they had
fulfilled educational requirement$t’ But afterschool positions
the service factor came to depend on gave teens the money for
snacks, CDs, and clothes; in addition, it was now atined

2l4please seéttp://www.scholarcommons.usf.ediatml for my thesis on

GKS G2LIAOY da+xAaA2yINE 2F /2yUNREY ¢KS
WEYSa .o /2yFyldé | YyAGSNEAGE 2F {2dziK
215Steven Mintzl dz®@ Rdd: A History of American Childhd@ambridge

and London: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2004), 291.

216 Mintz, 287-291.

217 Mintz, 328.
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that parents would give toys yearund.?*® The result is an
even greater amount of disposable income being spent on what
youth are led to believe is hip, because the assault on
consecutive generations has been armed with heavier
ammunition.

2A8gteven Mintzl dzO1 Q& wl FdY | | A & ((QambBridgg T ! Y S NJ
and London: The Belknap Psesf Harvard University Press, 2004), 343.
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Il. MUSIC:

Al dm sick to death of being fucked ab
arses in the City.o
- John Lennon, expressing his frustration over The Beatldggaity
owning their own songs
ifiMedia culture is the result of the i/

culture. Images, sounds and spectacles help produce the fabric of life,
dominating leisure time, shaping political views and social behavior, and
provid ng the materials out of which peop

- Douglas Kellner, author

il think that we have created a new Ki
a child who will be so exposed to the media that he will be lost to his parents
bythetimehe i s 12. 0

- David Bowie, British singer/song writer

MUSIC VIDEOS:
ABitcheso n fAHoesO:

Seen on television channel s,
music videos, as accompaniment to songs played on the radio,
often incorporate cruel or dark storylines; yetsitthe abuse
against women which should be noted especially. If it looks like
many music videos are made by porn directors, it is because this
is the case. The limited view of female sexualityas seen
through heteronormative male fantasy (and the ovdmihg
majority of writers, editors, and directors are malejerves to
keep women in degraded situations and instigateslifeal
violence against them.

87



Rape Culture Ramifications:

Male entitlement in music video acted as catalyst for
reatlife violencet owar d WO me n during
Puerto Rican Day Pride parade in 2000 when men reenacted
scenes by dowsing women, removing their clothing, and
sexually assaulting them. The Seattle, Washington, 2001 Mardi
Gras festival saw a woman sexually assaultedriayty men
publically. With no objection from audiences who view such
scenes in media, this behavior is seemingly condoned by our
society.?!® When women are shown only as sexual bodies, their
full, unique humanness is erased, leading to dehumanization
which allows mistreatment and justification of abuse, and since
these depictions are seen across genres, whether country, hip
hop, or rock, young viewers may come to think that these
filmed interactions are how people are supposed to act in daily
life: that is,women are always sexual tricksters who exist to
happily be playthings or who enjoy punishment and the role of
men is to conquer as many as possibié These images are
seen repeatedly in our rape culture. Wisdaeping Beauty s
Princess Aurora is kissed ltye prince and she pulls back from
hi m, then he pursues her and
okay for men to do what they want to women, similarly, more
recent pop culture illustrates that women and girls are mere
objects to be ruled by a masculiheand. Remember that nine

219 Sut JhallyDreamworlds 3: Desire, Sex & Power in Music Video
(Northampton MA: The Media Education Foundation, 2007). A free version
can be seen dtttp://www.kaltura.com.html. Also recommended is the
documentary about female street harassmeWar Zone by Maggie
HadleighWest (1998).

220Bjll Yousman, Jeremy Earp and Jake Geisdortaamworlds 3: Desire,

Sex and Power in Music Vidé&dedia Education Foundation Study aui

2007.

http://www.mediaed.org/assets/products/223/studyquide 223.pdf.html
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out of ten rape victims were female in 2003, that 44% are under
age 18, and that 15% of rape and sexual assault victims are
under age 122!

Female Condemnation:

When Justin Timberl akeos i C
shows him stalkig an ex and when he exposes part of Janet
Jacksondés body as an act of p
XXXVIII performance, he sends the message that this is how
women should be treated. Frighteningly, Timberlake enjoyed
continued status as a male superstaerafhe event, while
Jackson was criticized for having her body exposed. He sings
Al ol | have you naked by the end
Body, 0o and tears off her br eas
known in popular culture as Nipplegdteand a dowrdll of her
career. The controversy shoul dn
is acceptable but why the male hand which caused the incident
was not held accountable.

Given that every year over a million women are stalked
by intimate partners, that one in ficellege women are either
the victim of rape or attempted rape, that on college campuses
ninety percent of rape victims are attacked by someone they
know, that a sexual assault happens in the U.S. every 2 %
minutes, and that one in six women have beenvitém of
sexual assault, isnoéot it %2i me t
It is easy to say that parents should monitor what their children
view, but technology has advanced to the point that such images

212 K2 | NB i REANNRApS i\budeanid dncest National
Network). http://www.rainn.org.html.

222 3sut JhallyDreamworlds 3: Desire, Sex & Power in Music Video
(Northampton MA: The Media Education Foundation, 2007). A free version
can be seen dtttp://www.kaltura.com.html.
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and messages are actually in the hands of kids sthlessi

and, if not your kids, then others will show them at lunch or
they will see it or hear it when flipping channels on television or
going up and down the radiods
submitting an assignment, often the only way to get cliadit
todayds school system.

Portraits of women as hypersexual and minorities as
|l esser take many demeaning form
credit card being swiped down a
means a woman having sex for money with manynpast so,
with the visual action of the card being swiped, viewers may
think that women are only interested in men for their money or
that female prostitutes deserve punishment.

Slasher/Horror Film Tropes:

Some music videos wuse ithe i
but not their personalitie¥ being available for men to a
frightening extreme. Take, fo
AMonstero video (from his 2010
Twi sted Fantasy, 0 {ZecBon wer,iamlg Ri ¢
Nicki Minaj), where deadooking women are posed nearly
naked in underwear, sexy stockings, and high heels lying in
pools of blood with blood splattered on the walls. Kanye even
holds up a freshly severed wome
that women are but mutilated trophies devaif thoughts,
feelings, or personhood. A statement before the video claims

t hat : AThe following content i S
misogynistic or negative towards any groups of people. It is an
art pi ece and It shall hdpe t ak

allowable for those with training in deconstructing art but the
majority of the audience is untrained youth who are stimulated
by images not words. Women hanged by chains around the neck
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swinging, the weight of their dead bodies causing movement;
the male lead putting the arm of one dead woman around
another in bed to arrange them in a fashion he deems
appropriate; two people eating the bloody innards of a body;
and a woman abusing a tied up woman with torture trope black
head wrap covering her facevgione pausé&?® Obviously, the

artist is enjoying playing with zombie and monster routines but
this blending of sexuality with horror is an increasing trend.

Horror film tropes continue
Mean?0 (2015) by JersdvinghagByiaeber .
big wad of cash. He request s,
hurt. o The man responds: AYou |
get burnt. 06 We di scovlellermaskh at h
wearing t hugs t o I nterrutpt t hi
terrorize them but, because of

made, we do not know if she will be harmed and, in fact, she
has to fight off being attacked. He asks her if she trusts him just
before they jump out of the upper story window. Forward to he
and his supposed love at a skatarding rave which includes
the masked killer dudes. Hey, Justin, what the hellydo
mean?

Sexuality, Stereotyping, and Sdfsteem Issues:

It is not that there is anything wrong with portraying
sexuality, but it is diersity which is lacking. Rarely are healthy
relationships shown; gay men and other examples illustrating
the range of sexuality are not shown, though women on women
male fantasies are cononplace; moreover, |lBck women are
further denigrated because theg aften shown as prostitutes,
strippers, or as being out to take advantage of men in some way;

285G a2yal SNI 0@ htty:Hwive.@meb.Sodnintalé
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andBlack men in videos are often forced to appear drunk or as

if they are using drugs, and as violent and misogynistic. Female
music stars are encouraged tspday their bodies as a way of
gaining acceptance in the culture, erasing any positive role
models for young womer?*And Mil ey, you di dn
you attacked Sinead OO6Cioaskhor f
yourself how the music industry negatively afést her mental

health. Girls learn early that their worth comes from their looks,
which is having a devastating impact on their collective- self
esteem and has led to eating disorders, body dysmorphic
disorder, anxiety and depression, and-sglfrious belavior.22°

The ideal image of beauty is more extreme and
impossible than ever before. In the old days, the
perfection was achieved through cosmetics and
airbrushing but now itbés po:
absolutely perfect because of computers. You never see

the photograph of a woman considered beautiful that
hasnot been digitally alter
inhumanly perfect. Girls are being encouraged to
achieve that ideal at younger and younger ages all the
time. They end up measuring themselves against an
impossible standard and feeling themselves wanting as a
result of it. Also not surprisingly, young men who are
shown lots of photographs of supermodels then judge

real women more harshly. The most important thing to
understand about all of these images laow they affect

224Bill Yousman, Jeremy Earp and Jake Geisdortaamworlds 3: Desire,

Sex and Power in Music Vidé&tedia Education Foundah Study Guide,

2007.

http://www.mediaed.org/assets/products/223/studyquide_223.pdf.html

225 Jennifer Siebel Newsoriliss RepresentatiarDVD. Perf. Jean Kilbourne,

Katie @uric, Hillary Rodham @ton, Geena Davis, Malkia CyBlan

CN} yOAaO02Y DANI &AQ /fdzw 9YGSNIIAYYSydGsz
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us is that the effect is primarily subconscious and that it

is very har mful but t hat f o
really aware of that, which is why we need to pay
conscious effort to these imagé¥.

Children are particularly impacted byethimages they see
because these images shape the way in which they view
themselves and their role in life. Young men and women are
essentially being trained to pattern themselves after video
scripts.

Repressive Relationships:

An example of morose visualsaving little to do with
l yrics comes in Maroon 506s A Ma
protagonist (played by lead singer, Adam Levine) witnesses him
kissing another girl at a party so she leaves, is hounded by a
homeless person and, as she turns abruptgetahe begging
hand off of her, sheb6s hit by a
the hospitalds ER and the song
monitor flatl i ni ng. So, where does the
your darkest times / | was there foryouh your dar kes
part come in? Seeing the bloodied and cut face of the victim of
a car accident and a boyfriendo
lesson in destructiorf?’ This tendency to elevate violence and
unhealthy relationships is growing.

226 Jennifer Siebel Newsorliss RepresentatiarDVD. Perf. Jean Kilbourne,

Katie Couric, Hillary Rodham Clinton, Geena Davis, Maykib(San

CNI yOAal2yY DANX&Q /fdzw 9yiSNIFAYYSyi(zx
227 hitp://www.azlyrics.com.html

93


http://www.azlyrics.com.html/

Tricks of the Trade:

Youth are certainly not trained to question the messages
presented to them but, even when one is aware, advertisers
know how to manipulate audiences; those in charge have many
ways to disable the braimebds ca
AMany short scene changes [ | i k:
strange camera angles; [and] the playing of fast, rhythmic music
in the background. o0 Another me
seen in TV advertisements. Mild distractions like these prevent
counterarguing against messagé$ So, we are programmed
to accept that which is portrayed as normalcy.

Music videos are essentially advertisements for the
music industry and musical acts are often not given permission
to create their own videos or images. Assuumers, purchases
T or lack thereof are the best way to send a message to huge
music companies but even when music is not bought, songs
surround us in movies, on television, on the Internet, and in
advertising.

RADIO:
Programming Problems:

Ofcour s e, radi o 1Is the main
music. In addition to support from advertisers, the commercial
medium presents biased talk radio programs and snippets of
news which do not explain both sides of an issue; further,
features covered by nmming disc jockeys tend to separate
women and men through reviewing problem dates or tricking

228 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronsakge of Propaganda: The Everyday
Use and Abuse of Persuasidiew York: Henry Hodnd Company, 2001),
187-188.
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someone in order to find out if one in a couple is cheating;
afternoon programs track the latest Hollywood stars; evening
presents Del i | ahds show qavealng anc
|l i stenersd personal |l ove and |
choosing songs to encourage listeners. This programming,
while highly entertaining, serves as distraction from actual news
events which affect the public. Warping réié, healthy
interactions between men and women by pitting one against the
other and making weigfgain of females headline news gives
listeners a false sense of what matters in life. Radio stations also
announce TV programming schedules so listeners canmseco
viewers later in the day but only the shows of stations the
parent company owns. These are presented in an exciting
manner and as if everyone will tune in.

Corporate Control:

Further, radio stations commonly speed up songs so that
there is more tim to run advertisements, the station can
advertise playing more tunes per hour than their competitors,
and the songs sound more upbeat; this has been noticed on
iTunes songs as well. Television ads are often run slightly faster
in order to disable the braid s ability t-o dev
arguments against advertisers?o
speed of music has the same effect on audiences. These
techniques are being implemented by conglomerates whose
main objective is making money but who also careynendous
influence over audiences. Most of the companies in the
recording industry are subsidiaries of the Big Five media giants.
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229 For example, AOL Time Warner owns fiftwo different
record labels?*°

Fewer and fewer listener stations are indepemgent
owned. For example, an overwhelming majority of channels are
under the control of Clear Channel Communications, who own
and operate over 1200 radio stations across the United States.
231 Therefore, the information presented to listeners has a
corporate gnt, is limited in scope, and is simultaneously
repeated on every channel they own. Clear Channel Media and
Entertainment reaches 243 million monthly listeners in the U.S.
alone.?%? This control takes away diversity on the airwaves,
leaving listeners at th@ercy of corporate giants. And adults are
only part of the listening audience.

The Children Are Listening:

Little ears are also tuning in to the airwaves. According
to Arbitronés (now oORadiceTbdaypy Ni
2013: How America Listensto Radio i 92 % of consunm
12 years and ol der | i%Fuether,t o t
the average teenager Al i stens
during the years between th® @nd 12" g r a d%* ¥aurger

22%Ben H. BagdikiaThe New Media Monopol§Boston: Beacon Press,

2004), 66.

230Bagdikian 31.

231 http://www.clearchannel.com.html

228 aSRALF Yy R 9 Ktf/Avindi. dekrghihel dor.itml

233 Arbitron Executive SummarfRadio Today 2013: How America Listens to
Radio.

http:// www.arbitron.com/downlads/Radio_Today 2013 execsum.pdf

html.

244/ KAf RNBYy > 2A2ftSyO0S> IyR GKS aSRALlIY
al {1 SNE®é t NBLI NBR o6& al22NRGe {GFFFZ |
Senator Orrin G. Hatch, Utah, Chairperson. Sept. 14, 1999. The Center for
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children listen as well to increasingly negative content with
graphic lyrics such as the following. Please note that my interest

is in pointing out trends in violence, militarism, and cruelty;
therefore, | do not include abounding messages about sex,
recrational drugs, alcohol, or messages which essentially
instruct how to behave. Children and teens hear lyrics from
ACool Kidso by Echosmith (2013)
could be Iike the cool ki ds, 0 C
t o f i tll somaof hemVdspire to join the popular group at

any cost rather than work to be the best version of who they

are? Meanwhile, messages featuring war and medical terms,
sadomasochistic and misogynistic sentiments, suicide and
revenge themes, and refereacto animalistic behavidr not

ever speaking of the natiwmekal wo
our listening pleasure. We are made to fall in love with pop
singers and their introductory innocent songs which turn
progressively datyKeerrréey-gay soagatgi i n
(AUocGa8 o and nl tuhsmaye itGhaachoicesfar

hery and Taylor Swiftds | atest wl
current war.

War Language:

Use of military and murderous language helps to
normalize conflict as parof everyday life and conditions
culture to the idea of being in a perennial state of war. Major
Lazer and DJ Snakedés fALean Ono

l yrics: fABlow a kiss, fire a gu
on?0dVait éwhat ? | skiists 0t hoer fitbhleo wi f:
part which is supposedly offeri

Sport Policy and Conduct (CSPC) in the School of Health, Physical Education,
and Recreation at Indiana University, Bloomington.
235 hitp://www.azlyrics.com.html
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l ean on?0 Jay Seands nADowno (f
includes the following by Lil W
to be. She gets down low for me. Down like her ggemature.

0Cause to me shebs zero degrees

t hat gi r | from overseas. Now sh
I be her sol dier, pl ease? Il 6 m
battl efi &%da doefé sl oLvPe .i0So | di er of
single of the same title includ
front |l ine of this battle of mi
of |l ove Every day and night, I
of my life, 106ve beebh bethindpoi
Maroon 56s @AOne More Nighto (2

AYou and | go hard at each ot he
and | go rough, we keep throwing things and slamming the

door. You and | get so damned dysfunctional, we stopped
keeping sca € So | cross my heart and
only stay with $%lbe listemieg amdience ni ¢
thus becomes primed that is, subconsciously preparéedor

expecting life to unreservedly include war.

This seems especially distasteful wispecific wars are

mentioned. Tayl or o0 RemiX, t2@15), i Ba
featuring Kendrick Lamar, includes the following war language:
AHey! I candét take it back, l oo

DOC, remember that? (Remember that) My TLC was quite OD,
ID my facts (ID my). Now POV of you and me, similaaq . |

dondt hate you but I hate to cr
of a dark heart, use basslines to replace you. Take time and

erase you, | ove donot hear no
betteryé¢ r espect , aindt quite since

236 http://www.azlyrics.com.html
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when you tried to write me off? Remember when you thought

|l 6d take a | oss? Dondét you r eme
need yah. Follow procedure, remember? Oh wait you got
amnesia? It was my season fiattle wounds, battle scars. Body
bumped, bruised. Stabbed in the back; brimstone, fire jumping
through. Still, all my life, 1 got money and power. And you

gotta Ilive with the bad bl ood n
t he | i na&isds ida redhblesf Yiowsaybsarty just
for show. If you live like that, you live with ghosts. (You
forgive, you forget, but you n:«

t hat bl oo &°Compariag asmetifid cutrent war with
a relationship pushes the metaphoricatlefield boundary and
negates suffering during wartime. What about the children
getting their arms blown off in waavaged countries?

Sometimes conflict images appear even when lyrics
have no connection as seen in
West, 20D ) AE. T. 0O Sever al wounded
including one haHalive still writhing and wriggling under the
lion which has attacked it; a fastotion decomposing fox;
animals attacking each other; animals having sex; the remains
of an extinct bird ima bag; a nuclear explosion; a falling piece
of Arctic ice; and a war scene with explosion. There is a vested
interest in keeping the public consciousness focused on the
military considering that the Pentagon base budget increased 43
percent from 2001 to 240 and that the Homeland Security
budget increased 301 percent during the same time period (both
figures inflationadjusted)?4°

239 hitp://www.azlyrics.com.html
2060 d{ & { SOdzNR (i & Natithal Rribrifies Prpjécidy 86, bk mm D €
2011.http://www.nationalpriorities.org.html
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Fierce Depictions of Animals:

Ani mals have always been inc
been a shift eveHuspgnygelLDkeahheE
(1982) whose l yrics Il ncl ude: f
youéeStal ked in the forest, too
the moonlight sideéHigh Bfood

Forward to Maroon 56s AAmM mal s
preying on you tonight, Hunt you down eat you alive, Just like
animals, animals, like animaleal s é Maybe you thir

can hide. I can smel |l your scen
stop wedre enemies but we get
YouolOree al idk ug thatos killing me:
from me. | can still hear you making that sound, Taking me

down, Rol ling on t he-ny-gyr dhatn d € Y o
beast insidsidesi de. 6 I n the video, Lev

and enjoys hanging besiadtunks of meat in the freezer and
rubbing blood all over himself. He stalks a woman, even getting
close enough to take a photo of her while she sleeps. In the end,
we see that this has just been a dream but the video shows the
couple embracing while blodd poured over thent*2 Another

AANni mal so tune was released in
hardshell furry head costumes are worn by a gang of men who

dance in a club, then smash in
on it, and set itriolnl afd r(e20 1B3r)u n
this jungle you canodt run, Cau s
ités a killer. Youol | be bangi
gorill aél got a fistful o f y ou

241 http://www.azlyrics.com.html
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Wi yAYIf e washiryg®: KnieFhurs., Oct. 2, 2014.
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i | o v e ?Coukdehis tuoerhave inspised the
stion asked on Tampa Bayods
25/ 15) : AWoul d you rat her I
personb6s toes ofr have sex with
that radio stations will bleep out supposellbd words artists
intended to have in their songs but will ask such disrespectful

and disturbing questions (making fun of someone forced to beg

on the streets and beastiality) of their audiences.

g

R C oo
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g~

m
q
(

Medical Terminology/Body Parts:

ABl eeding Lolwewi sby( 20e0o7n)a: il
melts into the groundéMy heart ¢
keep on closingéYou cut me oper
keep bleeding |l oveél keep bl eed
keep bl eedi ng, keep keep bl e
openéand itbés draining al/l of r

for ever yd4Teis wasoameng the fibst songs using
graphic medically oriented depictions well beyond Olivia
Newt on Johndés fAHeart Attacko of
a result of eeanomic downturn, the 1980s marked an interesting

time in American music in that it was the first time many songs
were released with sad messages accompanied by upbeat tunes.

One of the |l atest in this mode
At t ac k, 00 ewplain tthe eshock & person feels when

theydve | ost a romantic partner
Love is Killing Meo (2014): ABr
y ou. Cut my tongue so | canot
candt feel ysoaw.l Sdadarhdtmys eeggé&¥our
me >*®Take 201506s fAStitches, o by

243 hitp://www.azlyrics.com.html
244 hitp:// www.azlyrics.conhitml.
245 http://www.azlyrics.com.html

101


http://www.azlyrics.com.html/
http://www.azlyrics.com/
http://www.azlyrics.com.html/

shows him with a black and blue face and bloodied lip from

being beaten by an invisible competitor and his head smashing

t hrough a car wi ndew. il Wan ethh eMe
(Whi p/ Nae Nae)o from 2015: ANOV
Watch me nae nae (Okay!), Now w
stanky | egéNow break vydé®The | egs
Weekendodos 2015 nACanot Feel My
multiple categoes for its death language and for insulting
wo me n, but the i dea of not b
l oving it seems odd indeed: A
me, at | east weol | both be nu
of me, the worstisydt o come él candét feel
with you, but | PAsg Bleghan Trainbrut |
tries to bring average and plaze women back into fashion, a

noble aspiration, she ends up shaming women for their bodies
because her sontg, BafsAsl,|0 Ab200ult5 ) T
women against those who are hea
stickf i gur e, silicone Barbie doll é
ahead and tell t?5 €wese eeferencasyo bi t
bodies get ickier when romance and sexualityererthe

eqguation.

n
b
I

Medical Terminology/Body Parts with Sexual Overtones:

Thereds a whole |ist dedi ca
Part s i n t he Titleo
(http://www.songfacts.com.htnl It is an interestg if
incomplete list because it is only mentioning such in titles. A
new fad seems to be the combining of romance and sexuality
with body parts and or medical terminology.

248 hitp://www.azlyrics.com.html
247 hitp://www.azlyrics.com.html
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Aln the Darko by Dev (2011)
meéOpen me up and o #%Thisssonge s u
references medical procedure from a female invitational
perspective. ATal ki ng Bodyo by

while | taste your fingertipséet
we just use for fun. Bodi es, I
pi ece i®Angootnhee.ro6 pop hit (from 2
ATeeth, 06 which i nstructs AiDon
before Show me your teeth. Don
ugl vy Just want your sex. Take
a biteof e boy. Show me your teet |
meanél 6m gonna | ove you with m
mouth boy. Show me your teeth©él

251 Body parts are simply the beginning of problematic
discourse.

Female Abduction:

Female abduction imnot her popul ar t or
Katy Perry, featuring Kanye We
dirty mind, |l got filthy waysél
mi |l ky wayeée(Katy:) Ki ss me, Ki s
l ove and fill me wi t hme,ywannabe poi s
your victiméReady for abducti on
rockets on deckéTell me what os
y ou. Then I mma probe you. See |
you what to do. ?°Theiedabfalydorty wh a't
a woman, whether or not an extmrestrial is involved, is

249 http://www.azlyrics.com.html
250 hittp://www.azlyrics.com.html
251 http://www.metrolyrics.com.html
252 hittp://www.azlyrics.com.html
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troublesome, particularly since the woman is saying she wants
to be a victim.

Condescension of Women by Men:

AGol d Digger, 0 by Kanye West
from 2009), refers to a womaaking advantage of a man for
his money. Al t hough the term fg
or female, it is stereotypically derogatorily used against women.
This seems like an unfair characterization of women generally,
but specifically because womerptgally earn less than men for
the same work and are the ones who additionally care for
children and other family members. This song not only accuses
the woman of taking the money a man needs but suggests she
i snoét spending the moeatakg mwel |
money when | &d&m in needoé(Kanye
She got one of your kids, got you for 18 years. | know
somebody paying child support for one of his kids. His baby
mammaés car and crib is bigger
buy your shay TYCO with your money. She went to the
doctor got | ypo 2%Another sprg which mo n e
deni grates women is Chris Browr
French Montana) A( These Girls A
YouTube video version of the song and sal/é&rics websites
replace the word girls with hoe&* Lyrics like (Lil Wayne):
AWhy give a bitch your heart wh
and fAYou all about he?°contiaued s he
the misperception that all women are just interegietien for
financial remuneration and expand the intentionally created
divide between men and women.

253 hitp://www.azlyrics.com.html
254 Seehttp://rapgenius.com.htmland http://www.directly rics.com.html
255 http://www.azlyrics.com.html
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great 2013 tune ATreasure, o0 but
(not given radio play but on t
squirre,youds a sexy mother fucker.

A

squirrels? But itdéds not just me
Condescension of Women by Women:

Women seem to be better at it than ever these days.

Take #fABlack Widow, o0 by l ggy Az
whose 2014 lyrics include: Al 6m
me . |l 6m gonna show ya, What 6s
known better, Than to mess with
|l m gonna | ove vya, Li*kMeghan bl ac

Trainor 0s seedarmdn r2dlléa AfDear F
seems like an anfeminist themed novelty song. In the same

way her first release pits women against women, the second pits
women against men and proposes a nsgarited approach to

marriage as she tells her unwis¢ fur e mat e: ATake
dat e. I deserve it, babe. And
anniversary. Cause i f youoll treat me
wife. Buying groceries, bupuyi ng what y ou n
every fight, just apologize. An
rock my Dbody right. Even i f | v
wrong. Why disagree? Why why di sagreeéYou
how to treat me | i ke a | ady, Ev
future husband, make time for n
know weol | never see your f ami
sleeping on the left side of the bed. Open déarsne and you

mi ght get some kisses. Dono6t ha
guy. Buymearing. Bupuy me a ringélf you
speci al l ovi ng, Tel | me |l Om be
(t hat 6 s -woah.dUnure) husba@dy better love mé ght . 0

256 http://www.azlyrics.com.html
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25T\Woe is right. Advertising for the song shows photos of her in
heel s, an apron, headband, and
kitchen floor scrubbing it with
soapy water, a sponge, and a bottle of cleaning fluid nexdrto h
David Guettads (featuring Nicki
AHey Mamao echoes these senti me
Yes, | do the cleaning. Plus | keep thern@areal sweet for your

eating. Yes, you be the boss and yes, | be respecting, whatever

thatyoutellmec ause itos gamEHeywhy be s
donodt we go back to the days
vajayjays suitable enough for a maf? | t 6s i deas | i

which contribute to womends sub
Intimate Partner Abuse:

One ideathat seems to be growing in media is that
jealousy is correct and even expected behavior, especially for

me n . Nick Jonasé AJealouso (20:
dondt | i ke the way hebdbs |l ooking
want him t oongyl 6enh epsutf.f i In@m gett i
face. You can call me hellsls £ s s e d ¢
still get jeal ousél wish you di
youdbd save a little bit just fo

it passive ©rHowaapout ealing iitvpassive
aggressive and possibly worthy of arrest? Women participate in
this, as we can see in DJ Snake
You Like It,o (2013) where the
train me, like an animal, Better keep yoeye on my every

257 http://www.azlyrics.com.html

258 hittp://www.azlyrics.com.html

29¢/ 2dzf R W52 dzOKSo6 | 3 Everyfay FemiGiSives. §0h a0 Ly a
2013.http://www.everydayfeminism.com.html

260 http://www.azlyrics.com.html
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mo v e’ & mild example of intimate partner abusea
statement of survival in a clearly emotionally abusive
relationshipi i s A Ti taniumo by David C
(2011): AYou shout it out. But
talking loud not saying much. But all your bullets ricochet.
Shoot me down, but I get up. I
Fire away, fire away. Ricochet, you take your aim. Fire away,
fire away. You shoot me down bt
Cut me downB u t Itds you whool | have
town and haunted love. Raise your voice, sticks and stones may
break my bones [borrowing -from
hard, machine gun. Firing at the ones who run. Shamd as

bul |l et pr od% Undpilbtadlys thi® person is in a
relationship with someone who i
defend oneds sel f, but the | ine
not seem | i ke a good message in
From January 1, 2015 to October2D15, there were 294 mass
shootings in the U.S.;USgun fact
fire] between 1968 and 2011 eclipses athrs ever fought by

the countryo 263

Letds check out ALove the W
featuring Eminem (2010): (InrbRihanna: ) AJust goc

there and watch me burn. But t |
way it hurts. Just gonna stand
alright because | | oV Eminerhl)e way

Right now thereds ae.stleedarkdti fle

261 hitp://www.azlyrics.com.html

262 hittp://www.azlyrics.com.html

3¢ h NB3I2y &K2@ah AoySSKYA VIRI FWENRAdAiAA vy SQ ! {3 dzy
October 2015http://www.bbc.com.html. (1.4 million US firearm deaths

versus 1.2 million US deaths in every conflict from the Revolutionary War to

Iraqg.)
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but I still fight while | can fight. As long as the wrong feels

right 1tdés Ilike 1'dm in flight.
ltds Ili ke 1 d6dm huffing paint an
suffocate. And r i gphnt shérestisoitates | 6 m
me . She fucking hates me and |
dondét even know his name. 06 | | a
so | ow again. I guess | donot
SWOor e Yy o u G@ed; nevervde mothihgitad huim. Now

youdre in each otherdés face spe
you spit them. You push, pull €
bit G&m. Throw@&m down, pinéem. So lost in the moments

when youdre in them. I'tés the r
bot hé Next time you show restrai
you get to watch her | eave out
they call it window pane. But vy
i s. Youbre the same as meéCome

the sidewalkDon 6t you hear sincerity
Told you this was my fault. Look me in the eyeball. Next time

|l 6m pissed, I 61 | lay my fi st a
t hough | know itbés | ies. | 6m t i
back. | kan Ib she dver tnes #o fucking leave again,

|l ma tie her to the bed and set
264 This video is difficult to watch because it is so closely
aligned with the lyrics even though the couple is seen sleeping

at the end, suggpting the alternately sexual/violent depictions

of the characterso relationship

AWe are Youngo by Fun. [ st yl
|l over sheds waiting for me |Just
taken by some sunglasses agkinait a scar, and | know | gave
it to you months ago. 2% °Adainow yo

264 hitp:// www.azlyrics.conhitml.
265 http:// www.azlyrics.conhtml.
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references t o hurting oneods S |
included as mattenf-fact popular discourse given how many
peoplei mostly womeri are victiimsofd over 6s r age.

ADrunk in LoveoO by Beyonce,
(Jay Z) nAHold wup. Stumbl e all [
that mouth. That you had all in the car, talkidgput you the
baddest bitch thus far. Talkirdhout you be repping that tii, |
wanna see all the shit that | heard. Know | sling Clint Eastwood,
hope you can handle this curve. Foreplay in the foyer, fucked up

my War hol. Slid the panties rig
to take draws off, on site. Catch a charge | mighatlthe box

up |1 ke Mike. In 697 | bite, I G
donodt pl ay, now eat the <cake,

Anna Mae! 06 1 dm nice, for yoall

need G3, 4, 5, 6 flights, sleep tight. We sex againha t
morning, your breasts is my breakfast. We going in, we be all
night. o (Beyonce) ANever tired
thatodos the only thing thatos Kk

Di dnot mean to spil!/ t hat Il i qu
drinking watermelon. | want your body right here, daddy | want

you, right now. Canét keep your
you®&irst of all, referring to

disrespectful toward the many who have been sexually abused
by their fathersand other (predominantly male) authority

figures. ls Jay Z referring to
euphemi stic for vagi na, Al i ke
Tysondéds behavior in and out of

ex-wife? Either way, current slang rtes among male
adolescents and young adult males for having sexual relations
are: smash it, kill it, and beatiitall violent terms alluding to
dominance, and the violence component is multicultural.

266 http://www.azlyrics.com.html
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Moreover, alluding to |,kwhoseTur ne
real name is Anna Mae, is upsettif/fAnd gi ven Beyo
response in the song, it appearsnce again as if a woman is

asking for brutal treatment. Shockingly, twenty percent of all
nonfatal violent crime experienced by women in 2001 was due

to intimate partner violencé®®Mor eover , fAone in
high school students reports being physically or sexually abused

by a datifPoparctunemnur@&ds promot
male perpetrators must cease due to its real life consequences.
EnterFifty Shades&di st ur bi ng.

Sadomasochism:

AS & MO by Rihanna (2010):
badéThereds no way |1 6m turning
pl easureéCause nothing could me
but 1 édm perfectly goodaragéli tlédw
the smell of itéSticks and sto
chains and whips excite meéOh I
meé Oh you turn me onéltédés exact
foréGive it ?tlrothemind of therlistamay, it hay

or may not be problematic to have a song extolling the virtues
of an increasingly mainstreamed alternative way of conducting
sexuality; however, what is problematic is releasing the song
not | ong after Rihannadés then L
punchedand bit her and her decision to take him back, and the

27 yYSGKead ¢S a. Se 2y OSWINIAY| lay S[Q2 B
O2y UNRBROSNBEY La WLHe % Y201Ay3a R2YSalA!
http://www.ibtimes.com.html.

686052YSaiAO +A2AnRycahBar Adsdciatibri G A O& d ¢

http:// www.americanbar.ordntml.

96 LY GAYEFEGS tF NIy SN + A AnSiga®dBsycologcalda | Yy R
Associationhttp://www.apa.org/topics/violence/partner.aspx

210 http:// www.azlyrics.conhtml.
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fact that pornography is increasingly directed toward abusing
women. After the fact, Chris Brown got a tattoo on his neck
which he and the tattoo artist insist is not a depiction of
Rihanna, althought greatly resembles her. Brown says that the
image is supposed to be a type of sugar skull homage to
Mexi cobs Day of the Dead cel ebr
with the same split lip and bruised eye injuries Rihanna suffered

and is definitely not a shl. Brown has become a bigger success

than ever since the attack on his former girlfririd.

ABl urred Lineso by Robin Th
Pharrell Williams (2013): AYoubo
natureéYou the hott amslthadmibitckc h i n
but she ainoét as bad as youeésSc
through. Il 61 | gi ve yaryourassmmet hi n
twoé Not hing | i ke your | ast guy,
dondt smack that ass andvatthul | vy
and wai't for you to salute. B L

women can refuse this pimpino.
if you get with meéShake the vi
it hurt, 1ike it hucPF32ReferaNbesot vy o u
sadomasochism might be considered inappropriate for pop
radio, yet they are occurring with increased frequency. As porn
images of women being anally penetrated while kneeling in
coffins appear on the screens of younger and younger viéwers

the averageage of eleven is when boys are first exposed to

Y ANI / 20KN)I ySd 4/ KNR& . TMBGusrdlza y Sgo I

Tues. 11 Sept. 2018ttp://www.theguardian.com Maane Khatchatourian.

G/ KNAR& . NRgy aKz2ga 2FF ySg ySO1 Gl daid2;
Ertertainment: The Music MixSept. 11, 201ttp:/music.mix.ew.com

Daily Mail Reportet / KNA & . NRgy NBGSFHta ySe¢g aGFdid
62Y1 yQXodzi RSy ASaDdlyiMaiill BepE20RES WAKI yy |
http://www.dailymail.co.ukhtml.

272 hitp://www.azlyrics.comhtml.
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porn, easily accessible on laptops, on cell phones, and in video
games 1 sexually abusive behavior is, not surprisingly,
normalized and legitimized and real sexual assaults are
beginning to mimic violent porayals.?”

Self-Abuse/Suicide/Death:

Is it helpful or instructional to hear songs about suicide
r dying young or | aughi ng at
One Weeko (1998) includes the
aughs at a f unevha | meanZWaelldybu u n d e
oon #fiHlolzieros @ATake Me to Chu
My | over 6isShgedts Hihmorgi ggKatg at a
Perry says (in 2010060s AnTeenage
we die. You and | ?8fillfl YioeDrigo dn g
by The Band Perry (2010), is a dark country pop tune which
received crossver air time. The song reportedly prevented the
suicide of afan?’ The song fAHow to Save
Fray (2004), s di gellibgardck sorigs t o r
ad was inspired by the |l ead si:i
tr I

= 1 372 B ' @]

[
e
oub

camp for ed youth with a
despondent state. Sarah McLachl
homage to the Smashing Pumpki n:
died in 1996 of a&ar oi n overdose. AEvV er )

BWdzt AS . AYRSt® a¢KS (i NmkG#ardiar® 2utzi (G KS L

2010.http://www.theguardian.com.htmtp t £ S+ aS +f a2 &aSS YSt
G2Keé ¢l f1Ay3a ' o2dzi +A2f SyMdtBerbbafd t 2 Ny 2 3|
Feb. 22, 201%http://www.motherboard.vice.com.htmlAlso,dt 2 N}/ [ S+ R&

G2 =+ A2 thtpyndnsvdightthénewdrug.org.html

274 http://www.azlyrics.com.html
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. (1993) is one of the only R.E.M. songs played on
ayo6d®irnradiso.as if the bandos
91) had never been recorded.
artbeat Songo (©201i4l) gontc | midr
dles on my tongue, Anticipa
nger on a??Istha deadof pgling a &rigger
synonymous with romance?

Troubled Homicidal Youth:

The following song was written to bring attention to the
plight of teenage mental illne$sone of the band members has
a cousin who, although physically unharmed, was at Columbine
High School when the tragic school shooting happer&d.
However,inpartde t o t he songds happy n

to interpret the tune as an ant
Up Kickso by Foster the People
hand, Hedl | | ook around the r oc¢
He 6 s got attreol hadgicnganobaeat hi s
cowboy ki d. Yeah, he found a s
cl oset hidden with a box of f un
what but heéds coming for you, \

the other kids with the pumped up kicksuybetter run, better
run, outrun my gun. All the other kids with the pumped up kicks
you better run, better run faster than my bullet. Dé& works

a |l ong day. Hedl | be coming hon
And heds Dbringi ngCauge da naamrldoss u
kitchen and ités packed in ice.

sleight of my hand is now a quiglull trigger. | reason with my

2782 X1 ALISRALF & / | (i §HANBAR S&d{é2 y 3 & ! 6 2 dzi
http://en.wikipedia.org.html

219 hittp://www.azlyrics.com.html

202 X1 ALISRAF® /FGSIA2NRBY Gt dzYLISR ! LJ YA O]
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pumped Up Kicks.html
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A

cigarette. And say, O6Your haird
wits, ZFdarh is@oprime examplef a song with
negative lyrics accompanied by such an upbeat tune that it is
difficult to turn off.

Destruction/Revenge:
Al Love I'to by Il cona Pop, fe
A | got this feeling on the suml

crashed my car intthe bridge. | watched, | let it burn. | threw

your shit into a bag and pushed it down the stairs. | crashed my
car into the bridge. | d¥&no6t ¢
Maybe it is a nice change of pace that here is a female
vindictive perspective lyulike on the big screen, females are
increasingly depicted as violent and this is being misinterpreted

as empowerment. | refer you to the hypekualized_ara Croft
series,The Girl with the Dragon Tattaibs ( 2009) br ut a
then the equally brutaketurn rapeand the lead female in the
Kick-Assseries, whose actions are worse than the moves by the
bad guys

Carrie Under woodos nBefore
contains similar lyrics directed toward a philandering partner:
AAnNd he dondét knowéThat I dug
pretty little souped up 4 wheel drive, carved my name into his
|l eat her s e a tisvikelsluggeo t kothaheadlights,

slashed a hole in al/l 4 tiresém
he c¢h#®%aMasy.boe next time heoll h
WO0 man because t his one will be

sweetheart, Taylor Swift, and one of Hatest (2014) tunes,
ABl ank Space, 0 where she croons

281 hitp:// www.azlyrics.conhitml.
282 hitp://www.azlyricscom.html
283 http://www.azlyrics.com.html
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with a nasty scar. Got a long list of-exo v er s, Theyol |
|l dm insaneéo while the video s
knifing the ex0s paimapplmgnd poi
attacking his car, then lining up a new victit¥f Here is a good

example of an artist starting out with cute songs, then the
content of subsequent releases becomes considerably darker.

Women on Fire:

The website ultimateclassicrock.com has poed a list
of the ATop 10 Fire Songso and
fire is the one that®Shedunger up i
Games: Catching Firdogically uses songs with the words
ifl ames, 0 #Af i rPPThe cormepdof ilabmthron ( s ) .
startling energy can be used literally and metaphorically, but
lately the idea of women and fire or burning seems to be on the
rise. From the positive Alicia
Ellie Gouldingés ABurno (2013)
theway You Lieo (2010) and its v
setting a woman on fire, this imagery connecting women in
particular to flame i s potenti a
by Zedd (featuring Hayley Williams, 2013) again offers the
proposition froma womands Vvoi ce, as she
youdre gasoline, Come pour your
pl ace go down in flames only or
stay the night ( whGQaballyweomenént bur
real life are burned and maimedith acid by husbands,
boyfriends, and families for purported sins, including not

284 hitp://lwww.azlyrics.com.htmland the Vevo video.

853 A OKF St DIt f dzOOAUttimatetakdiciRotk CANB {2y 3Ja
http://www.ultimateclassicrock.com.html

286 http://www.metrolyrics.com.html

287 http://www.metrolyrics.com.html
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having sufficient dowries, so this creative avenue seems a
disturbing dead end indeed.

Glorification of the Gory:

General violence can be heard in one of the latest (2014)
Justin Timberlake songs, fANot a
a graphic manner the tor ment o f
cuts your heart open with a kni
someone cuts your heart open
bl e e %A lgonalewis throwback is thus introduced to a
new generation.

ARoyal so by Lorde (2013): i E
teet h, grey goose, trippind in
gowns, trashind the hotel room.

Cadillacs in our dr@ m s?28 Blow, exactly, do the blood stains

fit with this otherwise delight
despite not being of regal [ i n
serious topics never betray the fact that she is a mere teenager.
Thissongis presentels Lor deds warning agsé
of fame and is controversial in that it may contain racial
overtones against rappers; in addition, the video features two
young white men in a hotel room practicing for some sort of
battle: shaving heads, sparringtiwpunching gloves, resisting
boredom by putting a fl ame to
Sswi mming pool , | aughing at one
splattered mirror, lying prostate near train tracks, sitting with
like-dressed warriors looking out of wio@s while traveling.

These images leave the audience wondering about the meaning

288 hitp://www.metrolyrics.com.html
289 http:// www.azlyrics.conhtml.
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of the tune withFight Club memories in its collective heat®
Better to check out Mai mouna Y
remake, AWedre Already oRaateal , 0
views.

Horror Tropes:

There is no question that the previously mentioned
AMonster, O by Kanye -eessional( 20 1C
visual statement yet the lyrics should be critically analyzed.
(Bon l ver :) AAre you wil(Ringh t

Ross:) ABitch 1 d6m a monster. No
AThe best | iving or dead hands
right now huh? And my eyes more red than the devil is. And

|l dm bout to take it to another
bitth - acting | i ke | owe her shité

pharaoh. | put the pussy in a sarcophagus. Head of the class and
she just want a-ZswahfiSawghiapéd, (
King Kong, Lochness, Goblin, Ghoul, a zombie with no
conscience. Questiowhat do all these things have in common.
Everybody knows 1 6m a motherfu
none of you niggas know where the swamp is. None of you
niggas have seen the carnage th
scream in my dreams. Murder murderhiack convertibles. |

kill a block I murder avenues. Rape and pillage a village,

women and childrenél s mel | a ma
way to back you bastards up. o (
first I 61 1 eat your b gaddi teeth . Th

andfangscause thatodés what a mot her

206 w2 &k f & éhtt@/Avw.ydNIEdm/watch?v=niclKh6sBltml,
http://www.news.radio.com.htmk +SNRYAOIF . Fe&SidA cCf 21
[ 2NRS &a2y3 wz2elfa A& NIOAAG®DE MAKOKHII
'y R w | FéniirisWhg ¥010/2013. http://www.feministing.com.html
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al | -Y-C-K. FargenBarbie fgck Mieki a
e

| say Bride of «&dnathek y
career itdés a mild dayél thin
Fridayéo ( Baoossedthedim:i)n en. | -lAGIdl 11
God decidec i d?& Thé concepts of silencing women, raping,
destroying towns, and pitting woman against woman disduise
as an ode to the genre of horror as escape from too brutal a
reality is questionable. It seems considerably inappropriate for a
general audience.

From Lady Gagabs A Mo
t T &aturingN 9 n
11

=

Shedéds on a diet but

i s

k
od t|

nstero s

Ahe ate my hearto o] eo
Brotha Lynch Hung, 20 ) with |
parts in my Cary On. Il tés when

Hung. Been ripping up Niggas since | was very young. Scary
looking motha fucka ready to kill ya daddys mom. Ready to eat
that meat with a meat cl eaver

tire, Il dm Fire til]l I retire.

gi ve her t o 2% theeblerdinggdi sexuality with o
horror is a trend which dispenses with guilt because either the
ghastly has occurred to the one telling the musical tale or the
sociopathic perpetrator is fine with whatever menacing act he or
she chooses because it was $ymgn act like any other and
neither good nor bad or because a divine entity will straighten it
out, thus erasing any guilt, anxiety, or even involvement in the
act.

291 hitp://www.azlyrics.com.html
292 http://www.azlyrics.com.html
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Serial Killer Exaltation:

Cruelty references reach new heights when highlighting
verifi ed seri al kill ers. I n Katy
featuring Juicy J (2013), the lyrics are rife with disturbance:
(Katy:) ABut you @@atutser | ¢haddsne ¢
of anything. Of anything and ev
enemyéQgauwmsecoming at you | i ke a
Sheds a beast. I call her Kar ma
out. Like Jeffrey Dahmer (woo). Be careful. Try not to lead her
on. Shawt yodos heart was on ster
strongéShepsesweaet i &as you break
turn cold as a freezer. That fairy tale ending with a knight in
shining armor. She can be my S
her i n a &%0thar.sonyWaoebetring to Dahmer are:
Ke$hads ACanni bealld n(e2s0 1i0l) wawiitt hy

a platter. Use your finger to s
your teeth. Be too sweet and yo
Jeffrey Dahmer . 0) ; Emi nemods A M
(with lines AFaaande adakbihamaandi | e n
be cal mer. Bring dr ama, I step
apparentl vy, once was not enougt
al so AFubba U Cubba Cubbao (200
Os ama, press thinks | 6m tlefte new
me with his | egacy to carry o
Kim (2011) (with the |l ines: A |
Manson, you dondét stand a chanc
you | ooki ndé I@ou e Kil all you bitchesolikeme .
Ted B u n d% Stib another song mentioning Dahmer is

293 hitp://www.azlyrics.com.html
294 http://www.azlyrics.com.html
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AREl ectric City, 0o ( 20%@onsideripg t he
that Jeffrey Dahmer Araped, kil
seventeen men and boys over a
the pointofhcr easi ng itohi anyems dheds ser
i notoriety??%®

Prophetically, serial killer Ted Bundy warned society on
the day before his execution of the effects on borderline
personalities: ATher e ar e t hos
communities,like me, whose dangerous impulses are being
fueled, day in and day out, by violence in the media in its
various formsi parti cul arly seé&%Ilnthei zed
interview, he takes responsibility for his own actions, but his
forewarning is worth considieg given that he felt he would
never have come to look upon women as mere objects without
media influence.

Chil dr ends iF Rdferences o Weaponry and
Disregard for Others:

But l yrics for a PG rated c
violent, right? Wo n g . Take the theme so
Me, 06 by Pharrell Wil liams. The
primary nonrof f ensi ve | yrics: Al 6m ha

about time that | get my way. Steamrolling whatever | see. Huh,
despicabl e me bad, bad rday. hifayeu také& it a
personal, t hat s okay. Wat ch,
despicable me. o0 Looping these |

256 WSTFFNB& 51 KYSNJ A& @eldhizadl Cl G2NAGS { S
http:// www.celebuzz.conmtml.

2% Celebuzz!

297V Kt SSYy DAfOSNI® a{SNAIFf YAffSNI ¢SR
ReAired on20"! Yy A @S NE& | NB LifaSiteNevis320/69( A 2 y ® ¢
http://freerepublic.com.html
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innocuous enough; however, the other lyrics to the tune are

probl emati c, as inclumk&Kds2bn AYo
Despicabl e Me ( Wi i Rip)6éo with
references to killing with assorted weaponry,-sdd$orbed civil

di sturbance, and offensive att.i
you? Better yet OWhy not?6 Why
st ? Why wuse a blowtorch, isnoét
Is that all you got? Why do you like seeing people in shock?

But my question to you is O6Why
stand in |line. Just use a freez

why when thiss art? Why parallel when | could just park? Why
does Vector think that heds sm
know his part? Why did | have to live with my mom? Why do

you think that | should be calm? Why want the moon, the
worl dos i n my opualtmhi nlks 1idtv ec rgaozn
me if you will. You look like you have time to kill. Can you
chil’l@Cause Groovebs got the speak
you bounce, b é%wherekids likecasong tbe§ o

hear in a film, they often purchase the tunegoadingly, the

version with full lyrics would be the one to which they would
ultimately be listening. Introducing negative content to the
youngest of viewers/listeners could have negative
consequences.

AGGRESSION MODELS:

While there are many opinionsgarding how children
react to media violence (despite the American Academy of
Pediatricsd6 consistent view tha
clear how violence affects some adults. Take for instance the

2% hitp://www.metrolyrics.com.html For whatever reason,-& Lyrics has
chosen to print only the refrain and does not include the more disturbing
verses.
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fact that three or four days after wepllblicized boxing
matches, there are eleven killings of those who resemble the
fighters beaten by winners. The fact that some citizens murder
in cold blood after seeing violence glorified indicates how
people can be influenced by those on television they adffire.

At Hebrew University, cognitive scientists proved that
subliminal flashing (at 15 milliseconds on the screens of a
computer survey) of the Israeli flag, a nationally important
symbol, influenced thoughts, attitudes, and behaviors of people
voting. 2°° And how are children affected? The famous Bandura
experiments done in the 1960s proved that children who
watched an adult beating Bobo, a large plastic doll, on
television were likely to display the same behavior on a Bobo
doll in the room; that is, theyearned aggression though
observation®***Thi s should come as no s
seen children reenact scenes from films with toy characters.

The Bobo experiment was not the only one with
conclusive resul ts. i Much sub
B a n d u itial fingings. Aggressive models have been shown
to influence the aggression of both males and females, children
and adults; to influence behavior in and out of the laboratory; to
teach aggression regardless of whether the model is a cartoon

299 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronsakge of Propaganda: The Everyday
Use and Abuse of PersuasitpiewYork: Henry Holt and Company, 2001),
146-149. This part of the book also reveals that teenagers are adversely
affected by newscasts about suicide and murdering classmates, which result
in copycat deaths and killings.

300 Jeff WarrickProgramming the NationDVD. Perf. Noam Chomsky, Amy
Goodman, Dennis Kucinich, John B. Alexander, Christopher Coppola (Aptos
CA and Santa Cruz CA: Ignite Productions and Digital Media Factory, 2011).
g, ' yRdzNIT FyR . 202Y |26 SIHBN¥FAY IwS RER de
Obsenrations Association for Psychological Science,
http://www.psychologicalscience.org.html
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character ora real person and whether the aggression is an
isolated act or part of a complex plot, such as a television crime
story. Watching aggressive models has led people to kick a
Bobo doll, electrically shock a classmate, verbally assault a

stranger, and harmsama | | &%Thereawill.b® a further
analysis of the ways in which children are affected by violence
in their programming, but | etds

American classrooms.

302 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronsakge of Propaganda: The Everyday

Use and Abuse of Persuasitdew YorkHenry Holt and Company, 2001),
149.
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[ll.  EDUCATION:

AThe philosophy of the school room in
of government in the next. o

- Abraham Lincoln

Alt is no | onger avrtea Stgléants snushasd becomeo r e a
literate in the understanding of visual images. Our children must learn how

to spot a stereotype, isolate a social cliché, and distinguish facts from
propaganda, analysis from banter, and

- Errest Boyer, President of Carnegie Foundation for the
Advancement of Teaching, Former U.S. Commissioner of

Education
AVi olent c¢crime is down, yet the easy
grown. From the harshest torments inflicted on incoming studtemsny
American suburban high schodlsl e pi ct ed i n Richard Lin

iDazed an d toGhe hazingsiteads @f physical brutality and sexual
humiliation in college fraternities and on sports teams, America has become
a country in whiclthe fantasies and the practice of violence are seen as good
entertainment, fun. oo

- Susan Sontag, ARegarding the Tortu
the New York Times

Getting the Jump on Education:

American society tells parents that their childrefi be
l acking if they arenot i n schc
problems from enrolling too soo
numbers of little people in group care settings is the issue of
peer orientation. This means having small children attach to
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their peers, r aiOeeexperhsays thatwe ad u
are putting young children in social environments when they
arenot ready and i mproved soci
early peer interaction. He states that premature socialization
Awas adngidergdby developmentalists to be the greatest

sin in raisimy c hi | der eynué puiv children together
prematurely before they can hold on to themselves, they
become like [the others] and it crushes the individuality rather

t han h Jd%lersd diafahtDdreddily imitate actions they

see performed by peers in degre, and will bring those lessons
home wi t3AstcHildremi. abd babies are enrolled in
daycare centers and pkandergartens(by parents told that
waiting until kindergarten willharm their youngy they may
become hostile to being taught or parented by adults because
they can become simply peer attached; given how few adults
are in charge of multitudes of children, this seems an area of
genuine concern.

The Homework Battle:

Children in the United States are also besieged with
huge amounts of homework early
homewor k makes students smart
indicatesét hat homewor k provi d:i
benefits for younger students. It als@ises serious questions
about whether homework is necessary for older students, and it
challenges the belief that homework promotes independence

33 yRNBI aNRI S1® abdzNIdzNAYy3 / KAf RNBYY
Institute of Marriage and Family Canada (IMF&)gust 30, 2012.
http://www.imfcanada.org.htm|

304 Mrozek

35 yRNB G bd aStdl2FFd a. 2Ny G2 [ SIENYY
' 3P¢ CNRBY bd C2 HheRolefiHaty Experidtikedrt rifantS R & ©
Developmen{Skillman NJ: Pediatric Institute Publications, 1999), 5.
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and good wIfkresearahbindicates that it is not
necessary or beneficial, why have so many ofpenisthe bulk

of our time being bullies for the school system nagging our
children to do the work? Teachers send work home which
typically amounts to busy work
kids with hours of homewor k. A A
to bea remedial strategy (a consequence of not covering topics

in class, exercises for students struggling, a way to supplement
poor quality educational settings) and not an advancement
strategy (work designed to accelerate, improve or get students
toexcel)Pi 1l ing on homework doesnot
school . I n fact, it *¥cAacifybuower |
kids are having problems with their eyes, it could be from
flashing ads whi ch someti mes é
instructed to visit as padf their homework. This can be seen

even on some schesponsored homework sites themselves but
getting on has its advantages f your chil drenos
the time to post assignments, that is. Meanwhile, what is
happening when children are at schwapped behind all those

fences theoretically designed to keep dangerous forces from
entering?

306 Alfie KohnThe Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too Much of a Bad
Thing(Philadelphia: De Capo Press, a member of the Perseus Books Group,
2006),back cove® ! f &2 & S Slosing tkeyBook da$Hbrie@atk:

Enhancing Public Education and Freeing Family (Rim&cklphia: Temple

' YAGSNEAGE t NB&dasz ThaBattléOverAdneworkNNR & / 2
Common Ground for Administrators, Teachers, and Paféhtsusand Oaks

CA: Corwin Press, a SAGE Publications Company, 2007).

h G EAS 22f OK2QSNYD donerZesaSizdek, | 2 YS g2 N,
wSa St NO KHsffiidgton{PbsE3BE12.

http://www.huffpost.com.html.
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Lessons in Terror:

The education system is a training tool in and of itself
and, as such, is another source of indoctrination. Schools are
conducting rather strange experimental lessons, which
sometimes include tying children up or duct taping their wrists
together, then siolating their being transported in a slave ship
by making them squeeze together in a darkened rc&m.
Further, mock slave auctioiidividing children into slaves and
mastersi are occurring in classrooms across the U.S. One
teacher in Ohio encouraged stmts who were appointed
masters to touch and inspect students selected as slaves to see if
they were worthy of purchasing. One young child made to be a
sl ave at Gahannaos Chapel fiel:
humiliated by the experience, especially because dther
children later picked on him. The district spokesperson said the
slave auction was fdApart3®af st a
Sewells Point Elementary School in Norfolk, Virginia, Jessica
Boyle divided her class according to race, making mieed
and Black kids stand while white students decided who to buy.

3MEOEF YAYAY3T (GKS aARRES tlaal 3sSoé tfSt
of American History atttp:www.qgilderlehman.org.htmand multiple other

websites for various instructions on how teachers are to conduct slave
NBftFGSR OGAGAGASAT AyOtdzRAY3I tfl GGao
GLYGNRRdAzOGAZ2Y (2 {t1 @S bl NNI¥GAG@BSas
http://student.plattsburgh.edu/mayv1489/website/slavelesson.hiamd

G/ ftFraaNr2yY wSaz2dz2NOSa ¢Nryalratlryaao {1
ActiviiesCBvh a>Xé¢ @ KA OK TSI (dz2NBa iitledonidzt I GA2Y
at I @S aKALI 02y RA ( Angpl/aninciiRroont | @S | dzO (i A ;
resources.co.uk/catalog.html

39 { OK22f 1 LIRf23A1T S& TN QE1®WSY i NB  W{
March 3, 2011http://www.10tv.com.html.
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310 A white social studies teacher, Eileen Bernstein, at White

Pl ai ns, New Yor kos Haverstraw
hands and feet of t wo black gi
ficr awl ukndteor sai nduelsat e t he3f sl av

During a field trip where students were unaware of what was to
come, a seventh grade Connecticut class was made to perform a
role-playing simulation reenacting the slave ship experience;
they were crammed todwedr in a darkened space, and were told

to imagine theydd just watched
were then chased through the woddsnade to pretend they

were trying to escape slavérypeing emotionally terrorized and

called racial slurs. Instructetold an eleven year old girl that if

she ran Athey would whip me unt
either <cut my Achilles so | ca
only were students uninformed about the field trjphich they

thought was to explore natuiréout parents, too, were left out of

the loop 312

A private Catholic elementary school, Sacred Heart
School in Pinellas County, Florida, whose charity work
involves helping the homeless, arranged a homdhessed
retreat for students intended to teacmpassion. Spending the
night in a tent city the students constructed on school grounds
included the rude awakening of students in the middle of the
night by actual police officers who made them move to a
different location on the grounds, supposedly tegtudents a
first-hand experience of what it is really like to be homeless and

YL gflk 2SofSed a¢SIFOKSNItdzia .fF0O1 C2
{t @S |Tuw® Kewsecdpgr. 12, 2011.

http://www.newsfeed.time.com.html

MabSe , 2N] ¢ S| GidFest of BlagkRGils for ISifvRrg

[ Sa amssbebated Presd2/5/08. http://www.FoxNews.com.html

W2 Yy GKEY 'yl SN dt I NSydddaddyy SRNE ¢
TV. Sept. 23, 2018ttp://www.hintv.com.html.

129


http://www.foxnews.com.html/
http://www.hlntv.com.html/

treated with no respect even by authorities. Although
parents/guardians signed slips giving permission for the retreat,
neither parents nor their children knew participants ld/dae
awakened abruptly during the cold autumn nigft.

Pride or Panic?:

A variant of these activities is the purported teaching of
freedom, where children entered the classrooms and, when they
guestioned why their chairs were missing from desks, wedle tol
that freedom was not free and that they had not earned their
freedom yet; soon after, the entire elementary school population
was led to the main hall where military personnel were standing
in formation ready to shake the hands of students and give them
their chairs. 34 This exercise was performed at Pinellas
Preparatory Academy, a charter school in Largo, Flofida
again, without consent or forewarning for children or
parents/guardians. The following year, the same school planned
a field trip which innoed going to Largods
Military Museum.

Alternative Methods of Teaching Empathy:

Bringing awareness to current or historical plights is
important but to induce terror on such a primal léveluring
which students are possibly harmed emotionatlphysicallyi
does not convey the lesson intended; indeed, it merely makes
them aware of the fact that they are helpless in a system which
has no respect for them. This is not the best way to use active
learning principles. There are documentary filmsisio, slave
narratives, homeless poetry, etc. which could be used to teach
empathy without using shock or fear tactics; further, pride in

SBCNR Y

GKS ldzi K2NDRa LISNB2Ylf SELISNRS
BMCNRY GKS S

o)
I dzii K2 ND& LISNB2ylf SELISN o}
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country already comes in part from American flags in every

classroom (a state dictaand i n |
repeating the APl edge of All egi
K-12 to begin the dayobts | essons.

Introducing military or civil personnel and hearing their
talesi without taking away chairs would be a good way to
support the people who defend and nem the country;
similarly, a talk by an immigrant who has found a better life in
the United States would go a long way toward helping kids
understand the value of their homeland. Instead, these new,
experimental activities seem designed to instill fead a
degradation, as opposed to teaching appreciation of citizenship
and sympathy for suffering; sadly, the callous nature of these
activities inculcates acquiescence to brutafity.

Repercussions:

We know from Zimbardobs 19
Experiment thadivision and role play even when supervised

315The Florida Holocaust Museum in St. Petersburg, Florida, brings trunks

with appropriate materials to classrooms teach students about the

horrors of the innocent men, women, and children who suffered or died in

the Holocaust because of the importance of keeping this memory alive; the
museum also tracks current atrocities around the globe. Please visit in

person or atttp://www.flholocaustmuseum.orchtml. Also, Southern

Poverty Law Center fights injustice. Their civil rights law firm website has a

Hate Map which shows current hate group numbers by state and also has

activities which teach acceptance in all its forms, including how to deal

effectively withbullying. Please learn how to incorporate these lessons both

in the classroom and at home http:// www.tolerance.orghtml and at
http://www.www.splcenter.org.html Teaching Tolerance, a project of the

{2dz0 KSNY t 2@SNIe [I¢ /SYyiSNE KIFa |y S
{AYdzZ FGA2yaY t NB OS&Ehing Tolérénaeagazing A 2 Yy ~ ¢ A
Number 33, Spring 2008 http://www.tolerance.org.html
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by professional§ is a risky endeavor even for adult students.

That experiment had to be stopped early because those who
were prisoners became depressed and suffered from excessive
stress and those chosenht® guards became sadistic; in other
words, the simulated became realft{f.Five-yearolds certainly

cannot comprehend that lesson plans which inclivdeslave

auctions are intended to teach about an unfair past. The mother

of one Alabama kindergartnerhew was told to participate in
such an activity explained: MnHe
table at the auction block. o0 No
choose fauskinned children to be the masters, he or she told the
students to go home andkas t hei r parents if
back into slaveryo to Jg%t t h
Considering neighbor state Mississippi finally due to a

clerical errori got around to ratifying the 3Amendment
abolishing slavery in 2013 (nearly 150 yearsrat® adoption),

one wonders the place of such divisioH8 Given that there are

only so many hours in the classroom, this is time which could

be spent covering important topics such as slavery,
homelessness, and gratitude for service in an inclusive,
contibutory fashion without terror.

Death Education:

Like the aforementioned, the following is so shocking
that it seems completely unbelievable, yet it is well

g { GFYyF2NR t N a2y 9ELISNRYSYydY ' {AYdf
LYLINRA2YYSyld /2yRdzOGSR Fd {dGFyF2NR ! vy,
http://www.prisonexp.org.html

) & w2O0SNIARAGWODRAZRAzAQ af | BIBNE Ay ! §
York Daily Newd-eb. 21, 201ttp://nydailynews.com.html

38 RIF'Y 9RSEYlIyd a! FUSNI 2 #BmNeadmaK (> aAada
abolishing slavery aimost#5 & S| N& | F { §1&W Ybrk Bailyl R2 LJG A 2 Y
News Feb. 18, 201ttp://www.nydailynews.com.html
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documented. | suggest viewing the following information from
Barbara Walter sodonYabube3lhlR€um,200 r
children in elementary schools and high schools are being
taught death education; frighteningly, there is no across the
board curriculum designed by professionals, so kids are learning
what individual authority figures think happeidter death.
Insufficiently trained teachers are inducing trafike states

during which children are expected tclise real or imagine
hypothetical deaths of close friends and family. Needless to say,
some students experience trauma from said lesBaments are

not always informed that their children are taking these courses
(sometimes folded into health or other courses and often now
called Forensic Science class) yet one out of every ten schools

in the country is including death education in thesstaom. For
elementary school aged children, visits to the local funeral
home include viewing and touching coffins; for high school

kids, viewing and touching corpses and seeing ashes come out
from the crematorium still warm is not uncommon. Proponents
cam that death is inv-mceasing chi |
rates due to auto accidents and other tragedies, but practicing
writing oned6s own obituary at
onerous task. One girl at Columbine High School nearly
committed suicides a solution to common teen angst because

the teacher believed in reincarnation and made the prospect of
death seem very appealirid® Her story is included in the ABC

1990 report and, yes, death education was still in force when the
tragedy at Columbinecgurred and one wonders the connection

bet ween teaching Ano mor al abso

Wg5SFGK Ay GKS OflFaaNB2Y wnkunY {GF NI
http://youtube.com/watch?v=vbiY6Fz6Few.httl t f S| &S | f a2 &
9Rdzél-ij)\2y’ I G /2deYC))\)/§ AY [ weC I NDK
http://www.signofthetimes.yuku.com.html

304 5 S| { &classybonii 2R/28 ® ¢
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fixation on deatho in the Valu
Suicide Educati on cour se and n
engaged in activities like the lifeabgame, where students had

to select which four out of ten fellow students would be thrown
overboard so the others could live. One boy who suggested that
Jesus came along with another boat so no one had to drown
received an F?!

Frightening Contemporary Vocabulary Words and Concepts:

Vocabulary words which describe violent crimes such as
heinous and stalking have worked their way into classrooms as
well. Free teacher resources, suchwagv.myvocabulary.com

have compil ed l i sts such as f
ABul |l ying and Gangs Vocabul ar
foll owing invitation: ifnWe enco
students, teachers andnfédies to copy these lists for verbal

devel opment . 0 Yes, It seems a
with conversations or sentences
iprey on, o0 fimerciless, o0 a¥d fdas

Anot her free vpeabofFaWVWyolesteias
at www.musicalenglishlessons.orgvhich encourages the
brainstorming exercise of dividing students into groups, coming

up with as many different examples of violence as plessib
categorizing them, and then mixing up the student groups in
order to compare notes; the website from England, primarily
intended to assist those learning English as a second language,
has seemingly endless lists of the many ways in which cruelty

and volence can be enacted, such as child abuse, bullying,

21 ¢ N 3SRe G [/ 2f dzYo Ay SYEdudat®n / dzNNA Odz dz
Reporter the Newspaper of Education Rights. Number 162. July 1999.
http://www.eagleforum.org/educate/1999/july99/columbine.html

322 hittp://www.myvocabulary.comhtml.
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cruelty toward pets, rape, sexual harassment, ethnic cleansing,
and euthanasi&?® The object of lessons should be to sensitize
not desensitize students but, increasingly, classroom exercises
designed teshock and eventually deaden sensitivity appear to
be the norm.

Gender Regulation:

In addition to caustic curricula, savagery continues in
the classroom, in locker rooms, in hallways between classes,
and on playgrounds. Boys especially are targeted with
homophobic slurs, whether or not they have homosexual
|l eani ngs. Thee ofidggat ®onms saasure
mechanism of gender for contemporary American adolescent
boy®Thus, the epithet o6fagd is
keep males in place by denying masculinity and power among
homosexual and heterosexual alike. As boyswels like this
to joke around with and genuinely insult one another, a
construct of masculinity is created which leads males to monitor
themselves in such a way as to avoid any behavior remotely
linked to sweeping assumptions about femininity and what it
supposedly means to be a man. This gendered homophobia does
not include lesbians; female gay people are societally generally
seen as a good thing fAbecause
male fantasy not necessarily because of some enlightened

approachtoames e x r el a’°Tbhaeaswbpd. ogayé
synonymously with the word O0st
boys, and objects, wher eas the

323 hittp://www.musicalenglishlessons.origtml.

324CJ. Pas®d5 xRS | 2dzQNB  CI 3QY ! R2f Sa0OSy
5 A & O 2 Sekialife®605 8:329

http://sex.sagepub.com/content/8/3/32B46. p. 329.

325pascoep. 335-336.
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A[ denot e-nascalind npalesu[or what is perceived as
being uamasculine behavo r3%® . o

Deadly Derision:

As boys bond t hrough Ahumor
imagined and exaggerated homosexual male] and through
| obbing the epithet at one anot
themselves, are not homosexual, and such language serves as a
reminder to behave in a sufficiently masculine w. The
culture in the United States is encouraging a narrowly defined
gender binary, fueled by fears of homosexuality, and this
rhetoric i and the repercussions for not following it is
plaguing our boysas they attempt dangerous behaviors in
pursuit of what this society considers manhood. It is time to
look at the role of gender, especially, but also race and class:
A Of 28 school shootings betweel
were in rural or suburban schHso[and] all but 2 were
committed by a °3fDdsgitethethingingthat b oy
innercity youth are somehow more violent or that all of these
killers were psychologically disturbed or from broken homes,
the facts tell a different story which begdling.

Often presented as harmless fun and a rite of passage
among adol escent mal es, this ty
leads to deadly results, as evidenced by the spate of school

36/ dWd tDudeOr@ANBaWY CIF3IQY ! R2ft Sa0OSyid al a
5 A a O 2 Sekialife®605 8:329

http://sex.sagepub.com/content/8/3/3298B46. p. 336-337.

327 pascoe338339.

328 Michael S. Kimmel and Matthew MalNg@> ¢! R2f SA0Sy i al a Odz
Homophobia, and Violence: Random School Shootings,-49821 m @ €

American Behavioral Scientistol. 46 No. 10, June 2003. p. 1439.
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shootings i3 Schdoleshodteds9lifesl .indplaces

which voted Republican, and fAmost
were mercilessly and r*$mthenel y
jock culture that was Columbine High School, the school
newspaper allowed publication of a rumor that Dylan Klebold

and Eric Harris werd over s. They werenot
adult responsible for discouraging cruelty? Some teachers are
bull i es, itods as pl ain as t ha

typically remain silent about the abuse. A Massachusetts study
found that 53% of students haadnd homophobic remarks

from school staff. A At present, 49 stat
intended to address bullying; most include policy guidelines for
school séConspicuously absent fr
resourcespr anfdd 6dwrd diycul a] , how
on how to address abusef mower by educators toward the
students ¥hvaype ssippartiveecaduits would have

made all the difference in the world of these kids.

Many students somehow achieve the psychological
resilience to survive cruel taunting, but the students who
eventully turned to guns did so as the only way they found to
defend their manhood®? No school principal rescued them, no
teachers came to their aid, no friends offered help, and no

39/ dWD t5EHRRS d 20d#QNB I ClF 3IQY ! R2f Sa0Sy(
5 A & O 2 Sekiialife®805 8:329

http://sex.sagepub.com/content/8/3/3298B46. p. 343.

WaA0KFESE {® YAYYSE FyR alGiKSgs al Kf SN
Homophobia, and Violence: Random School Shootings,-49821 m ® ¢

Amerian Behavioral Scientist/ol. 46 No. 10, June 2003. p. 1439.

Blg 1 6 dza S 2 Teachirky @ delicd&lumber 48: Fall 201&outhern

Poverty Law Centehttp://www.tolerance.org.html

3aA0KFESE {® YAYYSt FyR alGiKSgs al Kt SN
Homophobia, and Violence: Random School Shootings,-49821 m @ €

American Behavioral Scientistol. 46 No. 10, June 2003. p. 1439.
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parents were able to give alternatives to their deadly and
desperate decisioto Kill; these students saw no way out, no

other way to prove their masculinity and establish social power.
Luke Woodham, Pear Il consthntly salied si pp
gay and teased for being a nerd and overweigbta i d , A The
wor |l d has wrwas rgktdyet asea.sacietyHvee cast

blame quickly and look away.

Despite the varied places chosen to place blarfiem
saying the shooters had psychological problems [if they had
any, they were minor] to broken families [all shooters came
from intact fimilies]*31 researchers have found a real need to
focus on their environments: on normative gender ideologies,
peer interactions, school cultures and hierarchies, tolerance of
bullying, teacher attitudes, conservative politics, and gun
culture.33**Was theinstitutionalized violence on which the area
thrivesi in the form of Littletonos
defense contractors, such as Lockheed Maitinpartly
responsible, as Michael Moore suggests Bowling for
Columbiné&

The pattern ofbudlbleiendg, cboenastt ¢
6gdpiteddd is consistent for tF
stories of being mercilessly and constantly teased, picked on,
and threatened. And most strikingly, it wast because they
were gay (at least there is no evidenceuggsst that any of
them were gay) but because they weiféerentfrom the other
boysi shy, bookish, honor students, artistic, musical, theatrical,
nonathl etic, 6geekish, 6 or [vie

WagAOKFSE {® YAYYSE YR alliGgSs al Kf SN
Homophobia, and Violence: Random School Shootings,-49821 m @ €

American Behavioral Scientistol. 46 No. 10, June 2003. p. 1442.

33 Kimmel and Mabhler. p. 1444,
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of 6cul tur al ma r g iteria foi adequateo n 6
gender performance, specifically the enactment of codes of
ma s ¢ u | ¥ Ad boyg aré made to feel inadequate by other
boysi and even by school officials the cruelty of a violent

boy culture is taking a toll: Peer harassment is seetihe most
significant cause of school shootingé® Often, new students

are targeted simply because they are on unfamiliar ground.
What happens when adults are complicit in the torment of an
entire school district? Shockingly, this is sometimes the case.

Ritual Ridicule:

The cul ture war i n Rep.
congressional territory is an example. Sgléd Christian
activist me mber s of her for mer
considered gays an abomination forced a measure through the
school board foridding the discussion of homosexuality in the

di strictos public schools, 0 |I|e
suicides among student&’ Nine suicides in two years to be

exact.>*®*Mi nnesota public health of
area a Osuica@ebeoadtsagioh tBhe
death rate. o Not all victims we

such by classmates and were bul
that all owed b &9Alsy iBnagc htnoa nfnlécu rhit

3BWaAOKEFSE {® YAYYStE FyR alGiKSgs al Kt SN
Homophobia, and Violence: Rdom School Shootings, 1982n n m ® £

American Behavioral Scientistol. 46 No. 10, June 2003. p. 1445.

336 Kimmel andMahler. p. 1448.

BYLLTONAYF wdzoAy 9NRSf&@d dGRofingStonre gy Qa 2 |
Feb. 2, 2012http://www.rollingstone.com/politics.html

3 GSLIKIYAS aSyOAYSN® a¢KS ¢SSy {dzaAOAR
. OK Y vy Q B&otheilanésNdnQlilyas, 2011.
http://www.motherjones.com.html

339 Mencimer.
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Marcus, ran clinics teachinghowo #fApr ay away t he
gay sentiments and bullying led to instances such as a student
being called a ¢6éfaggoté and be
teacher stood by watching; when the student reported what
happened, a school prévbking the | b
at t a%€Regardless of conversion or reparative therapy being
proven ineffective, Bachmann and Associates, Michelle and
Marcusod reparative therapy busi
Counseling Care and is still spreading its toxic sermogiZf*
Meanwhile, children are being lédand hurti by evangelical

cruelty, as opposed to the idea of loving one another. How can
children learn when they do not feel safe at school?

Enforced Bullying:

While children are being trained to sit in theeats, to
do rote memorization, and are given the same tasks to do
simultaneously, they are also expected to be the same and,
unfortunately, kids are rarely appreciated for any sort of
difference in the classroom setting, a difference which could
simply be kindness. Bullying is still a problem despite a public
newly informed on the topic and in spite of school boards who
rhetoricize to the contrary, and often any form of perceived
difference is purportedly justified cause to attack, leaving

30 GSLIKIFYAS aSyOAYSN®W a¢KS ¢SSy {dzaAOAR
. OK Y yy QKotteianasNBnQlilyb2s, 2011.
http://www.motherjones.com.html

SOR GALF [ F+SOO0OKAF® dal NOdza . | OKYIl yyQa

Y 2 NEity PagesMonday, Dec. 9, 2018itp://blogs.citypages.com.php

{SS faz2 alN] .Sye2lYAyQa a¢KS ¢ NHziK .
Controverd I £ / KNRAAGALIY C¢KSNI LR [/ fAYyAODE
http://www.swampland.time.com/2011/07/15.htmlAnd Sheryl Gay

{2t 0SNBQ& &/ KNRaGALY [/ 2dzyaStAy3a oeé | :
The New York Timeduly 16, 201http://www.nytimes.com.html
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students on #&ir own to defend themselves in a system which
seems to turn its back on the most vulnerable. Disabled and
mentally or physically challenged children are more at risk than
most.

Parents of autistic children are especially worried as
their trusting childra are mainstreamed into public schools.
There are more autistic diagno:s
one out of 2,500 Americans were diagnosed with the disorder,
which impairs social interactions and the ability to
communicate. Today, one in 68 Americarme being
di agnosedéln 2000, there were
autism enrolled in public schools. In 2011, that figure rose to
about 4 13 Autistic@héldien are four times as likely to
be targeted by bullies as kids without developmental
disabilties. 34° Unfortunately, most teachers are not trained in
how to spot or handle these situations.

Bullying takes a toll whether or not a person has a
di sability: ASome studies have
bullied has a greater risk for everythingrft headaches and
stomachaches to anxietX¥ Mosdepr e
instances of bullying occur during middle school, at ages where
children are often afraid to tell parents of the misery they are
enduring and a stage where there seems no way toig. |
esti mat ed -30lperdent aéf stndenys wRoOare bullied

Mt SGdzf I 5@02NF 1 atkNSyda 2F FdziAadgiao
bullied¢ ¥ 2 NJ 3 2 2 RtheN@shiagtoyi RosApril 24, 2014,
http://www.washingtonpost.com.html

343 Dvorak.

31 £t A0S Do 2 flh2yd a2 Ke | dzgddBuiii® / KA R
w S (i dAvdpeb 4/24/2012.http://www.forbes.com.html
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tell adults or aut h#rAccordilmso abou
a study by the Department of Health and Human Services, 29.3
percent of middle school students have experienced bullging i

the classroom, 29 percent experienced it in hallways or locker
rooms, 23.4 percent in the cafeteria, 19.5 during gym class, and
12.2 percent in the bathroom. Further, 70.6 percent of teens
have seen bullying occur and 30 percent of young people admit

to bullying. Within ten seconds, bullying stops 57 percent of the

time when someone intervenes, so childiresnd authorities

need to be taught to watch for signs of mistreatniéht.

And what happens to the abl
students who are bulliems young adults continue the trend of
abuse and violence into adulthood. By the age of 30,
approximately 40 percent of boys who were identified as bullies
in middle and high school had been arrested three or more
t i meé*$And who knows the torment thoseha are bullied
face for a lifetime? Bullying, despite all the talk about it, has not
subsided, although it is known that schools with bullying
prevention programs decrease bullying by up to 25 peré€nt.
Let this be a call t oprogramis int o o1
our schools which are mindful of teacher harassnieand
enforce them.

School Punishment:

While in school, children are sometimes subjected to
harsh and even barbaric punishments and restraints for
behavioral problems, like skishock therapyhere students are

g, dzf t @Ay {GFIGAAGAOE HAnmMnd®E bh. dzf f&A
Bullying. http://www.nobullying.com.html
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shocked with 6&volts of electricity. Students are also being
stuffed into duffel bags specifically designed for restraint, even
when the child is autistic, and they are increasingly removed
from the classroom only to be placed in secluon or Ascr
rooms being installed in schools across the country. The latter

are small dark rooms with no windowsessentially solitary
confinement booths where no one can hear a youngster
scream. The reality is daanti ng
| aws protecting students, o0 and
and physical problems resulting from the use of these restraints;
some have died?®

Zero tolerance programs began as a way to foster a safer
environment in schools but these policies have edeaegative
consequences such as contributing to drop out rates. In fact,
68% of all males in state and federal prison do not have a high
school diploma. 3° Further, these inconsistent and
unstandardized rules negatively impact students with disabilities
to a greater degree than students without special needs and,
even when controlling for socieconomic status, there is racist
application.*** i St udent s are suspended
arrested for mi nor of fenses 't h:

9 v3Sfl ad | Aff IyR alliidKSg az2ale {LIS
Brian Ross Nightle Investigationshttp://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/death
schoolparentsprotest-dangerousdisciplineautistic-
disabled/story?id=17702216#ULhvOoPomw0.html

350 Carla AmurasTavis Smiley Report&pisode 6: Education Under Arrest.

GCHOG {KSSGY | 2ttt NI R2yL at NSt K yoKiee
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/tsr/educationunder-arrest/schoot
to-prisonpipelinefact-sheet/htmil.

BlgLSNRE ¢2f SNIyOS FyR 'f GSNYFGABS { GNI
FyYyR t 2t A Qaional sDdidioh 6f School Psychologists (NASP).

NASP Resources: Helping Children Thrive in School, at Home, and in Life.
http://www.nasponline.org/resources/factsheet/zt fs.aspx.html
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of fice a thing of the pastéthe
target students of color and those with a history of abuse,
negl ect, poverty, or 2 [Thisar ni n
institutionalized social injustice leads to further disadvantages

for those alreadgt a disadvantage.

And good luck to those kids who do end up in the
juvenile justice system. From working at Pinellas Safe Harbor,
a homeless shelter in Clearwater, to securing the jail entrance,
to transporting prisoners, privatized security guards aregb
used (as opposed to sheriffs, so the cost is 50% less) in juvenile
assessment centers and facilities as wellRioting juveniles
wer e under t he FIl ori da Depart
contracted G4S which runs the Avon Park Youth Academy near
Frostg oof and fAhouses 138*Thatemat es
are no security cameras at the facilf8?. G4S Secure Solutions
USA promotes itself as a security guard service; it was formerly
the Wackenhut Corrections Corporation, founded by three
former FBI agentsPrivate prison firms have given over half a
million dollars to Florida Republican candidates to maintain
their place in the system. Outside groups like the Southern
Poverty Law Center have reported allegations of abuse but
FIl ori da has n 0 pllovdng ope Neglectgbeatirtys, ] o b
and sexual abuse are but some of the allegations of abuse but,

352 Carla AmurasTavis Smiley Report&pisode 6: Education Under Arrest.
GCIFOG {KSSGY | 2tat NI &R2 \ at AIKSE K YOXKKé2
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/tsr/educationunder-arrest/schoot
to-prisonpipelinefact-sheet/htmil.

B GSILIKSY ¢K2YLBAZ2Y® 4t AySffla AKSNRATT
T A NDWepSt. Petersburg Triburiday 25, 2015.

BIwA OKF NR [ dzarGpss¥id-Britla jovenieiétentton center over

/ dzLJ h Q @[leBRafdBrEMore 19 Aug. 2013.

http://www.theguardian.html.

355 Luscombe.
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because companies such as Youth
pulled] out of contracts before the government takes official
action, o t heyodve and pthiere ® noc | e an
governmental security over kids who desperately need ihelp
theydove gone from a bad s*tuat.i
ANearly 40 percent of the nat.
today committed to private facilities, according to thesm

recent federal data from 2011, up from about 33 percent twelve
year s é&alongtesnr contracts make it so states are
obliged to keep prison beds full and over two decades, 40,000
girls and boys have suffered through boot camps, prisons, and
detertion centers in 16 state¥® Sometimes these facilities are

for children who have been kicked out of school for one reason

or another; some for simpbetting behindin their schoolwork.

No one is protecting them. No one. No wonder there are riots.

If you think enrolling kids in a religious group home
might teach them valuable morals in a safe environment, think
again, because reportd abuse have surfacdtiere as well.
Sever al group childrenés homes,
or military acadeies with a religious bent, have been accused
of shackling students for days, seclusion, corporal punishment,
and other forms of extreme discipline. Because these facilities
claim to be religious, they are not subjected to being licensed by
the state; thefore, authority figures continue to humiliate,
isolate, and tie up kids, and encourage students to pick on their
peers with beatings and racial and other derogatory slarsl
the only regulation comes from a group (Florida Association of

3/ KNAEA YANLKFIY® at NAGFGS t NAaZy 9YLRAN
Wdz@ Sy A f $he Hulfidgio RpsOct. 22, 2013.
http://www.projects.huffingtonpost.com/prisoner®f-profit.html.

857 Kirkham.

358 Kirkham.
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Christian ChildCaring Agencies or FACCCA) made up largely

of owners of the homes themselvé® Evidence was found
supporting more than a third of allegations which include
Aphysi cal injury, medi cal neg.l
threatened harm, bizarre punishment,deguate supervision,

ment al injury, asphyx¥awhileon an
guoting scripture, Ateens have
0faggotsdéd and o6whores, 6 and hum
menstrual stains and suspicions of masturbatih.

Meanwhi |l e, Dr . Ro b er icalldd. Spi
reparative therapy to oO6cured hec
motivated to change, 0 recanted
change their orientation and admitted his study was not backed
by real scientic evidence. In fact, the World Health
Organi zation issued a report ca
to the health and webeingi even the livesi of affected
peopfel.to was the psychiatristo
renounce his judgments and agpie to the gay community.
Schools and juvenile detention centers are thought of as safe
places where responsible, kind adults care for, guide, and
protect young minds and bodies from the outside world but
sometimes this is not the case.

39 £ SEF YRNI %l 8Y@ibA BrywSKE & 3a2d8 SESNA R
AKA St Ra LINBpa Bay TiBeFG,3001£26, 2012. From the series,

GLY D2RQa ylIYSY ! yi AOSyaSR NXfAIA2dza
http://www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/religiousxemptionat-

someflorida-O K A f RiNSRIspQifgeyes/1258390.html

360 Zayas.

361 Zayas.

2 SySRAOG /I NBed at ae OKA | dINEThaDEW vy (i { 2
York TimesMay 19, 201 2http://www.nytimes.com.html
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Psychiatric Care

Anot her problem is t hat na:
estimated 657,000 youth aged 12 to 17 years received
residential mental health¥®3¥treat

Some children need help with emotional or mental difficulties

and s ome duggedted.thatlydur chiltd has ADHD, for
instance, dondt take a supposecl
true: Take the time to investigate nomemical alternatives. The

problem is that children have no say in what happens to them.
AChi |l dr en ( inorsy . are considprad legally

i ncompetent émost states continu
guardian to approve admission to a psychiatric hospital (or
residential treatment center or therapeutic boarding school)
regardl ess of **Rlawsic thd child &elfarewi s h e
system, the legal system, and the medical system have created a
situation wherein children are misdiagnosed with the latest
psychiatric disorders and are forced to take psychotropic
medications against their will; often, this occurssituations

where group homes receive money. A leader in the field
explains:

There are now many new players, tellingly referred to as
0stakehol ders, d and there 1is
from these abused and neglected children. In fact, in
somejurisdit i ons the obscurity of
directly related to the fee that is paid to the group home

L FSGE Yy ,FYLRfallels 5So0N a2gSNEZ
Children Placed in Residential Psychiatric Program: Association With
Delinquency, Involuntary Mental Health Commitment, and Reentry Into

/ I NBnerican Journal of Orthopsychiatiyol. 84, No. 3, pp. 2343

(2014).

BWIW2KY '@ aSYyyAyaSNE a5® aLy@2fdzyidl NB
a SRA Ol ( Anp//eww.btden.edudhtml.
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or foster parent and is also related to the fees that the
practitioner is allowed to charge, the latter fee ostensibly
being based on the assumptionatththese obscure
diagnoses take extra time to assess, greater caution and
the need to rule out more commonplace conditions. In
reality, however, these diagnoses are frequently made
without any medical examination of the child, no blood
or other laboratoryests, and on the basis of checklists
filled out by third parties who have their own vested

i nterestseéResearch demonstr
relationships with pharmaceutical companies have
strong correlations to diagnostic and prescribing
behavior of physians, even when the practitioner is
unaware of this linkage. Sadly for the child, when he or
she is administered a drug based on a misdiagnosis the
drugs will not have the expected effect and, when the
drugs do not work, more diagnoses are likely to follow
with more drugs prescribed, often in higher doses. A
vicious cycle can arise where no one stops to question
whether the diagnoses could be wrdénifpough they are
almost always wrong, in my experiené®.

That children are being used in such an invasive kfe-
altering way to line the pockets of professionals and
organizations who are in charge of their care and protection is
disturbing, but it happens daily.

Arresting Kids:

The reality is that children are being arrested at school
for everything from aon to skipping class to minor behavioral

Wad alOYl e tKP5d GC2NOSR 5NHAIAYy3I 2F
| KAfR 106dzaS +#A00GAYa Ayili2 Ly@23. dzydl NB
http://www.psychrights.org/articles/JoMv22NaoBtml.
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problems like disruption, giving kids a record early on and
feeding the schoeb-prison pipeline which fuels the prison
industrialcomplex. This cruel and unusual practice criminalizes
communities of color and digfranchises voters while adding
numbers to prison locales which, ironically, gives the areas
more voting power because of the sheer number of prisoners
included in population counts (even though the prisoners
themselves cannot vote). In addition, a burgeg prison
population supports huge corporations because prisoners may
end up beingusedasnranni on wor kers; even i
companies are still making a fortune as suppliers to the prison
system, providing everything from food to care produsisa
grandscale®*There are Atwice as many
mental illness who are in jails and prisons than there are in all
psychiatric hospit®Ils in the U.

Given the diabolical treatment aimed at some during
their school days, itsino shock that students may end up not
doing well in school, especially when they are removed from
the classroom for minor infractions; moreover, as schools in
poor communities of color dArepl
of t he pr i s onmembers bfesaidscommurgtigsl i n g
thence become the perfect candidates for prison and the perfect
workers for industry inside the block walls and barbed wifif.

One Pinellas County, Florida, community group is fighting
using arrest as the first and often onlgpense to a problem
and is asking the school chief for help in curbing the excessive
number of students taken into custody, where 20% of arrests are

366 Angela Y. Davidre Prisons ObsoletéRew York: Seven Stories Press,
2003), summary.

367 Davis,10.

368 Davis 16.
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for disruption (a broad and 4tlefined term) and 70% are for
misdemeanors®®

Let 6s | ook atnFaresttHélsyNeww Xaknp | e s
a 12year old girl wrote the following with a green marker on
her classroom desk: Al |l ove my

was here 2/1/1. 6 Rat her than detentdi
principal called police who took her to the police station after
handcuffing her in front of fellow students. Another child in

2007 wrote one word on her deski o k & gnal she too was
handcuffed by police and rasted; others that day faced the

same for putting stickers on school walls. In Chicago, kids as
young as elevegears old were arrested for a food fight. In

2008, the Los Angeles police department issued 12,000+ tickets

by school security officers and thmlice for tardiness and

truancy under new zeftmlerance policy guidelines. Some faced

fines as they were brought into the juvenile court system. 1998

saw New York City hire nearly 5,000 school security officers
under the NYPD School Safety Division vessonly 3,000

NYC public school counselors. The students are often subjected

to unlawful search and seizure aggressively. Even a principal
was arrested in 2005 when he i
handcuffing on@Oflerfkidharesmadetstayd e nt s
after school for detention when their only crime was arriving

late to school because of a traffic jam their parents encountered.
%MHow can kids study when theyor

B[ A&l DIFENIYSNIY 4/ 2YYdzyAlé INBdzLI C! { ¢

I 6 2dzi & 0 dzRTanyipa Bay NiN&Tae$. AMBE 10, 2014,
http://www.tampabay.com/news/education/k12/htmi

30Gtephanid KSy ® aDANI Q& | NNBad FT2NJ R22Rf Ay
G2t SN yOSdé¢ / btip:wvw@.no.domiatmls H A mna d

MCNRY G(KS |dziK2ND& LISNBZ2YIlIf SELSNASYO
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Campus Security:

As zerotolerance policies proliferate, our socieity
spending more money oOon prison ¢
new security in schools comes with an emphasis on bavived
security fences, banned book ba
and SWAT team rehearsals, to say nothing of metal detectors,
drugsrniffing dogs, strip searches, and the scanning of genital
or i f i¥¢ Assthe dJnited States criminalizes teenagers all
over the country, it is also torturing children in the war on terror
in a purported effort to secure the nati®/s.

Torturing Children:

As of 9/11/2001, the United States began not simply
relying on thirdparty torturers or using e8hore prisons in the
guest t o find t er roft freed ©.S. A Th
authorities from moral and legal constraints. President Barack
Obama not only cdmues to permit the torture authorized by
George W. Bush but has gone on
radi cal secrecy | awsédocument
International Committee of the Red Cross, from the U.S. Justice
Department 6s Of fi c &), anfl fron dhg a | C
House Armed Services Committee illustrate that torture is a
tactic routinely employed®4by th
Occasionally, youth are included in this high level approved
routine.

One boy, Omar Khadr, a Canadian citizen seslypu
wounded in Afghanistan, says he

$2Henry A. Girouxdearts of Darkness: Torturing @hén in the War on
Terror(Boulder: Paradigm Publishers, 2010),287

373 Giroux ix.

374 Giroux xi.

151



90 days. 0 Interrogators employe
child: they threw cold water on him; threatened to have him
raped; placed him in solitary confinement; hooded and
threatened Imn with barking dogs; beat him brutally; and
refused to allow him to go to the bathroom causing him to
urinate on himself, after which he was handcuffed with his
hands and feet behind him whil ¢
oi l on the f | oomggea md backrandrfoetté [ a n
through the mixture of u¥ine a
Using an underage (in this case, a fiftge@ar old) prisoner as a

human mop is certainly not something one would think of as
possiblei certainly not something done by tlgwod guys.

Another child, Chaditizen Mohammed EGharani, was just

fourteen when he was arrested in Pakistan in 2001 and given to

the United States in 2002. This boy had been tortured while in
Pakistani custody and was then sold to the U.S. He sayaithat
particular sol dier, Awoul d hol d
heéd cut it off. o6 He was subjec
wrists on a number of occasions, shekgprived, forced to
experience prolonged isolation, and made to stay in painful
stress positions’’®

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (C.R.C.),

Article 37 states: ANo chil d sh
cruel, i nhuman or degrading tre
that Ano child shall lurdawfdllg pr i v e
or arbitrarily. The arrest, detention or imprisonment of a

chil déshall be used only as a n
shortestppr opr i at e [@hreraitiakedlsoosfatds).i me . 0
AEvery c¢child deprived of l i bert

S5Henry A. Girouxdearts of Darkness: Torturing Children in the War on
Terror(Boulder: Paradigm Publishers, 2010), 70.
378 Giroux 71-72.
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and respect for the inherent dignity of the human person, and in

a manner which takes into account the needs of persons of his

or her age. In particular, every child deprived of liberty Ishal
separated from adults unless it
interest not to do so and shall have the right to maintain contact
with his or her family through correspondence or visits, save in
exceptional Fuiher@u mé Ea& e depsvedd i | d
of his or her liberty shall have the right to prompt access to legal

and other appropriate assistance, as well as the right to
challenge the legality of the deprivation of his or her liberty
before a court or other competent, independent andriiapa

aut hority, and to a promph dec
These rules are obviously not always adhered to by the United
States.

Killing Youth:

Despite the countryds suppos:s

and caring for its children, the United Statesarsong few

countries (the others are China, Democratic Republic of Congo,

Iran, Pakistan, Yemen, Nigeria, and Saudi Arabia) who, since
1990, have executed juvenile offenders, whether mentally
challenged or not; other nations recognize that doing such goes
against the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the

Child and other international agreements and treafiés.
Beginning with a Plymouth Colony, Massachusetts, youth
killing in 1642, there have been 365 juvenile executions among

Iy AGSR WIANBENEIL 2y 2y GKS wAIKGE 2F
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/crc.htm

31 OO0O2NRAY3I (2 +y 1YySaie LYGSNYyFraazyl
¢CAYSazZé SESOdzi A iice 1990fncI@E: A fn RongoF1HrS y R S N&
Nigeria, 1 in Saudi Arabia, 1 in Yemen, 2 in China, 2 in Sudan, 3 in Pakistan,

18 in Iran, and 19 in the U.&tp://www.signsofourtimes.info.htmlor

Amnesty Interndbnal USAat http://www.amnestyusa.org.html
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the approximately 20,@ executions since that time, twenty

two of which are since the reinstatement of the death penalty in
1976. 37 Although the Supreme Court ruled in 2005 that
executing juveniles is unconstitutional, 3000 children under the

age of 17 (some as young as 13) éndheen sentenced to

i mpri sonment un t-withoutghaaadetsdnteritéesh r o u
i mposed with very [|%ThelUS&. lastcr ut i
executed a juvenile in 2003, but the U.S. and Israel were the
only two countries in 2007 with juvenile offende who

received life without parole (LWOP3! Many of the crimes for

which they are serving time do not involve injury or homicide;

in fact, many were convicted even though an older teen or adult
was responsible for the crimé? There are other inherent
problems with the system as it exists.

Racial Retribution:

Refl ecting t he overall just
peopl e of col or and the target
instead of judges decide which children should be treated as
adults in Cook County [Ricago] criminal court, they
over whel mingly c¢hoos®%Givenhthat dr en
schools get funding from property taxiesneaning that schools

Mg ¢ KS 9ESOdzi A2y 2 DeaWWdshalty IhférBadionA y G KS !
Center http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org.timl.

BG5S GK Ay tNRazy EdbafiuSigednSistiveT 2 NJ / KAf R
http://www.eji.org.html.

38lHenry A. GirouxHearts of Darkness: Torturing Children in the War on
Terror(Boulder: Paradigm Publisheg)10), 2728.

¥WE5SGK Ay tNRazy EdbafiuSigednSistiveT 2 NJ / KA T R
http://www.eji.org.html.

W1 £t odzi 2yS 2F GKS KdzyRNBRa 2F {ARaA
LINR & SOdzii 2 N& | NXquad JustiCeRiidiveMag 3, 20R1f 2 NIb £
http://www.eji.org.html.
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in wealthier areas get better equipment, teachers, dteese
children are already at a disadvantage. And 16 s not f or g
schools in disadvantaged areas are mimicking the prison

systemobs routines, presumably
i ncarceration theyodoll face at s
Justice I nitiative: 83 sgnter cen

directly to adult court were African American [and] sixteen
percent were Hispanic. Of all 257 children, only one was
whi t3%Chi | dren sent to adult pri
likely to be sexually assaulted and twice as likely to be violently
atacked by i nn&®Mersovery whensat child is. o
prosecuted in an adult court, the child is more likely to re
offend. 38 This is a commentary on childhood gone wrdng

quite intentionally.
Corporatization of Prisons:

Concentration camp victims were used as slave labor
during WWII by big German and American companies like
DuPont, Siemens, BASF, Coe€wla, Ford, ThysseKrupp, etc.
and IBM took care of identifying a single grandparent, rounding
up, disposing of, and comg up with the Eligit tattoo as key
punch code for victims3®’ In the 1800s, Black Codes (laws)
were invented as a way to arrest only Blacks for crimes which

g1 £t odzi 2yS 2F GKS KdzyRNBRa 27 |
LINE & SOdzi 2 NE | NXEqual BusticeRnitiBtiydiag F3, 20R1f 2 NIP
http://www.eji.org.html.

By £ 0 dEfualdysiRIditiative

By 1 £ f 0 dEfualdysiRIditiative

¥gC2dzy RFGA2ya 2F 1 2t20Fdzady [/ 2NLI2NI 4GS
[ I 6 ZIDerusalem Paslipg. 1/18/13.

http://www.blogs.jpost.com.html
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whites were not held accountable f3#® Those imprisoned

were then leased by prisons to compafiesabor.38® Again in

the U.S. there are those who are making a fine profit from
prisons. Businesses included on the corrections.com website
who act as suppliers to the prison system are: Ace Hardware,
Archer Daniels Midland, Nestle Food Service, VerizAm&T,
HewlettPackard, Dial soap, and heatthre providers. Now
defense contractors like Westinghouse Electric Corporation and
GDE Systems (a division of the old General Dynamics) are
investing in prisons because they sense that militarism will soon
beneded on Ame PiTraditiénally, prisanerehave .
been used by the pharmaceutical industry against their>#ill.

But now big corporations like Wackenh(4S) CCA, and
Capital Corrections Resources
prisonersaslongasossi bl edo in ord¥®r to u

For private business prison labor is like a pot of gold.

No strikes. No union organizing. No health benefits,
unempl oyment i nsurance, or v
pay. No language barriers, as in foreign countiisy

leviathan prisons are being built on thousands of eerie
acres of factories inside the walls. Prisoners do data
entry for Chevron, make telephone reservations for
TWA, raise hogs, shovel manure, and make circuit
boards, limousines, waterbeds, and Inge for

38 Angela Y. Davigire Prisons Obsolet¢®Rew York: Seven Stories Press,
2003), 2829.
389 Davis 35.
390 Davis 87.
391 Davis 89.
392Davis 95.
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Privatization of prisons is occurring in the same way hospitals
and schools are being taken ov
legalized the contracting of prison labor by private

cor por at¥Tchres ftacts are draconi an
decades agoéthe prison popul ati
t he present -thirdsmdi exissng ¢risofist were
opened during the eighties and
about upermaxithnuym security federal and state prisons
located in thirtys i x s °f°&owensanydof our children are

slated for these facilities?

Our society paints a picture of childhood perfection
which exists for fewer and fewer little ones. Sometimes these
young criminals were in the wrong place at the wrong time or
had no real understanding of right or wrong or of the
ramifications of their actions. Often poor and underrepresented
in courts of law, many never knew the niceties with which all
children should & raised. This situation is more a commentary
of a neglectful or methodical society than wayward youth. For
those remaining in school, reading seems an essential skill and
enjoyable activity but caution should be taken in this area as
well.

393 Angela Y. Davidre Prisons ObsoletéRew York: Seven Stories Press,
2003),84.

3% Global Researcltbec. 8, 201ttp://www.globalresearch.com.html

3% Angela Y. Davidre Prisons ObsoletéRew York: Seven StoriBsess,
2003), 93, 17, 49.
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Grim Booksfor Children:

There are many complications when it comes to reading.
One stumbling block is equal gender representation, a problem
found across media. There is a4mnale character gender bias
i n chil dr en 6 s2000icaduld centdryrobsgmbdti9 0 0
anni hil ation! I n t he 1990s, e
outnumbered their fe’falthwrsafount e
the study suggest that Athis ge
that men and boys occupy a more important role in our culture.
B 0 0 k s éiloute tothow children understand what is expected
of women and men and shape the way children will think about
their own pl &%@enderrepreseraatiow s onlyd . 0
part of the problem, especially when one considers the primary
book ordering serge for elementary and middle school aged
children.

One wonders where teachers get the lists distributed in
classrooms from which children must choose books to read
because often the selections are filled with graphic violence and
are obviously notclrmen from the NEAOGs ( Na
Associati on) ATeachersd Top 10C

mostly features actual good boo
Book Lists and Resources for T
website i nforms rtemats dofok 8, 2 &0

2013, a mere 223 were by authors of color, and 253 were about
peopl e &FRigtwing@nd supposedly famigriented
organization, Scholastic, distributes leaflets with books and

WgbhSg [/ 2t€tS3S 2F CE2NRARIFI t NPFS&aaz2N 9Y
| Sy GdzNE 2F / Kest GodsBWomarAugudt2qQ1h & ¢

MabSe [ 2t f SxaESVe? GoasCWomnaih R |

g ¢ S OKSNEQ ¢ 2L mNationaPERUcation AgsdtiatiorK A £ R NS
http://www.nea.org.htmid a5 A @SNEBAGE . 221 [Aada | yR
Yy Rt | Wt /piivvia rudticulturalchildrenstbokday.com.htm
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other items for sale and holds events at etearg schools (to
financially assist the company and the schools). Their collection
includes a whole host of ghastly, gory, meairited books like
The Hunger Gameseries. The question is whether they carry
these types of books because they are populiétttey become
popular because children are given a limited selection from
which to choose that is, these materials are presented as
popular and so they become.

In the September 2010 issue, the final book of the
Hunger Gameseries,Mockingjay is fedured dead center on

the cover with the excerpt: A My
am | not dead? | shoul d be deac
exclusively offered and a-cauti
secreto and will be e afficalt o c|

release date, which is a common advertising persuasion
technique used to make buyers excited about an impending
rel ease. The iGr oss, Daring al
features the followingA Zombi e6s Gui de, to t
on whose coversia startled looking toothed skeleton with one
eyeball facing the viewer and the other about to bulgelf;

Most Disgusting Things on the Plananhd a book calledt the

Edge: Daring Acts in Desperate Timese at ur i ng fAmor e
true stories of peoplforced to make spigecond decisions in
life-threatening situation$ from an avalanche to a terrorist
attack! o But ther daetlstyp@sor e on of

The Al nteractiveo section C
choices: an app marketed to girls so thegy practice styling
hair, putting on makeup, and using nail décor and accessories
with their own i mage (or a fri
DSi camer a) on the AStylieit Lab
includes personality tests andgame expert advicenahe best
| ook s; Wi i ABoot Camp Academy, (
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Army and drive a tank; and ACon
PGDVD for dArealistic missions a
and AAfanttai r cr af t | gun commander . O
ison offer so kids can fAma@me [ tF
shift from predecessor diaries in that students can write their
ideas down for posterity since they are madestmgnize they

are merely mortaj)a quiz book so children can find out and log
information about their fellow classmates; and 8wy High

series with the following titlest 6 d Tel | You | Lo
Then 1 6d Ha;WCeosstMy Heldrt dnd HopeaaiSpy
andOnly the Good Spy Young

Feature sections ar ecussar ved
of the Montho in this issue is
seven books aboutefwairng frreosnc uife
Afghanistan Battle Heroes: Voices from Afghanisjato the
true tale of a boy who attempts to tell WWIlI Germany its
leaders a lying and is tried for treason and sentenced to death
(The Boy Who Dargd. The ARealistic Fict
book about Vietnam with a mature content warnif@lleén
Angelg and a book whose main character has leukeWay$
to Live Foreve). Thei Vampi res and Ghostso
number of scary stories: A series actually calidry Stories
thrillers with titles such ablinth Grade Slaysnd Tenth Grade
Bleeds and the bookBa d Gi r | s, wHose rdésctriptiani e
i ncl udes t hher ddad sister,Kaséy®e at thedbottom
of [unexplained ghostly event s]

In this one eighpage issue, the wordaurder, death
deadly dead die, deadliest and war are used twentgight
times! Clearly, the same programming which has transformed
seen, heard, and read content for adults has invaded the world of
children: prewar ideology; the savage; the gruesome; the fear
based; and the deatbcused. When elementaischool aged
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kids are being subjected to this perspective for entertainment,
something is amiss in society.

The Militarization of Schools:

The federallys ponsor ed Uu. S. Ar med
(Juni or Reserve Officersdé Trai.
acrossthe land. Many groups oppose military indoctrination in
schools due to its high cost, lack of local school district control
over staff and curriculum, and mandatory enroliment. The
American Civil Liberties Union points out that targeting the
young for recuitment is a violation of the United Nations
sponsored fAiConvention on the Ri
Uu. S. has not yet rati fied, al t}
the Child on the I nvolvement o 1
(2000) optional protocoP®® The U.S. declaration states that one
can join the Armed Forces at age 17 with parental or guardian
permi ssion, t hat recruitment C i
asks that state parties raise the minimum age of voluntary
recruitment to 15/ears old. Stuehts begin middle school at age
10, so it seems a conflict of interest that the military is
attempting to attract even younger than high school aged
chil dren: nThe Ar my i s coll ab
Association of School Boards to develop acatled JROTC
plus program that would use the higthool JROTC curriculum
as a basis for a middle school program, Army JROTC director
Col . John Van%eTop Aree kfficiadsaared . o
studying current unofficial military middle school programs in
Kansageinid $hey could be a mode

3G Wdzy A 2 NJ wSaSNIBS hFFAOSNARAQ ¢NIAYyAy3d /
http://en.wikipedia.orghtml.

0451 Nye O2y 3a-AREREBf Y WRR By TideROBtNIR,Y ® £
2009.http://www.armytimes.com.htmlor access through Democratic

Underground atttp://www.democraticunderground.com.html
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401 Unofficial middle school programs are already in place
across the country and a widespread official program is already
in force in Chicago.

Funded by the Department of Defense as part of a $3
billion annual recruitment budget, the Middle School Cadet
Corps (MSCC) is in twentgix Chicago schools. The
el ementary school MSCC program
11 years old to march in % or mat
As part of the largest JROTC inetftountry, students entering
high school can choose from foifiye high schools with

JROTC progr ams. President Bush
Behind Acto is responsible for
educati on: Sigpabticizedpr ® 5280 8 N, o]

Forces Recruiter Access to Students and Student Recruitment

I nformationdé requires high schc
information to the military. Most students [and their parents]
arendt aware they can“Sudentout b
are fequently called by military officials trying to get them to

sign up for military service. While recruitment officers promise

money for <coll ege and -thrdsodcur e
recruits never receive college funding and only 15% graduate
with a foury ear degree. As for a ¢

unemployment rate for veterans is 3x higher thanvnant er ans . .
404 plys, ethnic profiling is used to target kmcome and
mi nority areas. There are fAonly

Wig 1 Nye O2y a-ARERE f Y WRR érby TideROBINIR,Y ® £
2009.http://www.armytimes.com.html

WWSYYATFSNI 2SRSTAYR® a¢KS / KAt RNByQa /
Ayid2 YARRES aOK22f & InTResefinaskine 3,2005. T dzii dzNJ
http://www.inthesetimes.com.html

403Wedekind.I personally attempted on many occasions to opt out my

high-school child but the link to do so was disabled.
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affluent [read: predminantly white] Chicago suburbs [which]

have JROTC “pAltiooggh aropsnenis point to the
importance of leadership skills and civics lessons learned in
these programs, former Defense Secretary, Gen. William
Cohen, call ed JROT @ingfsennces thatf t he
we could have. o

Academic Programs:

In addition to beginning military life at younger and
younger ages, high school sports stars are being heavily
recruited, but 1t i1sndét just th
wanted. A new m&eting ploy purportedly for highly intelligent
11™ graders who scored phenomenally well on the PSAT or are
nominated by teachers or guidance counselors receive
invitations on watermarked stationery inviting them to attend
Envi siMatdison all Youth Leadership
National Securityi Di pl omacy, I ntelligenc
through the capitol s George Ma
companies out there offering similar expensive programs which
may introduce students #Washington insiders or at least give
them new ideas about possible government careers.

Another program is a true scholarly enterprise in which
high school students are offered funding to attend summer
S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Matimps.

For over fifty years, the U.S. Army Educational Outreach

Program (A.E.O.P.) has offered programs designed for
elementary school age children and above. The Academy of
Applied Science, Army Research Center, whose sponsors

WWSyyATFTSNI 2 SRS
Ayili2 YARRES &ao
http://www.inthesetimes.com.ht|
406 \Wedekind.

1 AYR® ditar SograrKsimiolr NBy Qa /
K2 2f & IniTReseTiknaskine 3,2005. T dz{i dzNJ
ml
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include the Army and Navyyorks through universities to bring
scienceoriented kids of all ages to universities to learn the
latest in the aforementioned fields. Only those with top grades
need apply. Another prograimalso military funded for those

not historically representech ithese disciplines is R.E.A.P.
(Research and Engineering Apprenticeship Program), whose

mi ssion is to mentor whil e als
Ar my o6 s i nterest and i nvest ment
r e s e &% la this way, the higher echelon ffture leaders

and decisiormakers are theoretically created who will plan
activities for enlisted troops.

What students private companies and university
programs may miss will surely be caught directly by the U.S.
government . The D e pj@nt manlketng of
communications and market research and studies program
(JAMRS) i S hiring firms t o di
publ i cds growi ng resi stance to
t hrough projects i ke t he foll
Enlistment) whi ch i s -rdpaegentdtionrofatine nder
yout h; nCol | ege Drop Out s/ Stop
identified that those in college freshman classes have the
hi ghest dropout rat e, l acking i
fully pursue their educatiod, a n d ar e t herefo
enl i sters; and AMothersdo Attit
target au'cndeligeadadef 4P mot her so
found that #Aif they could get 0
coacheso t o | obby akeofansgreatet h ey
recrui t me A%It is obvioosatithisthedDepartment of

WHgeKS wolt BEMSMASY OS d¢
world.org/REAP/REAPprogram.htmi

408 Nick TurseThe Complex: How The Military Invades Our Everyday Lives
(New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2008),-158.
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Defense wishes to specifically offer the military as an option for
those who cannot easily afford college.

Target Audiences:

There is something troubling about both the immersion
in youth culture and the compartmentalized racial element in the
Armed Forcesd plan to increase
pick up secalled urban recruits, custom uHeguipped
Hummer H2s with AYo Soy EI Ar my
on the sides &quently arrive at college campuses, car shows,
sporting events, and music festivals; indeed, the Army is
heavily invested in sponsoring lowrider car events hoping to

specifically target Latino Amer
commercial which translade t o : AThi s mo me n-
independence i s protected by

American youth are treated to
Street s 01 with raguiationsine basketball hoops on

the rear of the Hummer§ at select schools, NAACP
conventions, and highop events. The other branches have
similar vehicles designed to impress unsuspecting youngsters
who are eager to get free rap CDs anshirts. For those who

miss the military presence at events, surely exciting ads at the
movie theater, @ the computer, or on television will capture
their attention.

No matter what their eventual path, children are stressed
because teachers tell parents the kids must be responsible even
in the first grade, sometimes resulting in getting an F because a
child forgot to turn in an assignment. Current teenage
volunteerism as a college requirement for those encouraged on a
scholarly path means that teens are busy. It is reminiscent of
when the middle class and the Boy Scouts were told during the
Depression to hplthe desperate while the wealthy experienced
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increased tax cuts and the poor were left to help each other; in
that case, President Roosevelt was able to create a few hundred
thousand temporary jobs but 20 million were needed. As
graduating collegiate pofations face $700/month loan
payments but canot find jobs,
population, are being heavily encouraged to buy, buy, buy.
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IV. TELEVISION:

AFilm and television, newspapers, bool
influence oer individuals that was unimagined a hundred years ago. This

power confers great responsibility on
as] each of wus who, as individuals, I

case that we have no power over whatwetakein t he medi aé When
media focuses too closely on the negative aspects of human nature, there is a
danger that we become persuaded that violence and aggression are its
principle characteristicséGood news i
thereissomch of it. o

- Dal ai Lama ( Tenzi AnciéhyVWigdem Moglgrm 19 9 9
World: Ethics For a New Milleniupp. 216212

fiThe use of horror for its own sake w
aural effects which would shock or alarm the viewer, and the detailed

presentation of brutality or physical agony by sight or sound are not

permi ssible. o

- The Television Code ohe National Association of Broadcasters,
which fell out of use over 20 years ago

iln the marketing world theyoére call e
babies are already forming mental images of corporate logos. One in four
children uttersabrandnan as t heir first recogni zal

- Mothering the Home for Natural Family Living

That 6s Not Re al News:

Video News Releases (or VNRs) are used by
corporations and the government to promote a particular
ideology. A fake reporter (generally a PR expestused for a
story which is sent to newsrooms around the country but
vi ewer s at home think itds act
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really paid advertisementsi®® As media conglomeration
continues, one has to ask who owns those channels and question
their agends in order to protect democracy. These few media
corporations share board members with each other and work in
collaboration, thereby presenting a limited view which can
silence dissent or even discussion and, as Amy Goodman of
ADemocr acy No wwhois gopdsor evip rigatsore n
wrong. 41°

Wh e n Il rag was presented as
Americans came to believe there was an imminent threat to our
safety, we willingly sent troops overseas. We all nhow know
there were no Aweap@nyetoft maspss
in countries we were not attacked or threatened by. Turns out,
Saddam Hussein was a cruel dictator but there were and are
plenty of other dictators left by the U.S. to carry on their cruelty
i and Irag continues to have human rightsiss under U.S.
control. #1! After 9/11, Muslims and or those of Arabic descent
were arrested in the United States for supposedly being part of
conspiratorial cells which would commit crimes within the
country, butall of the accused were cleared of any vgaloing.

412 One supposes history will place these actions on the same

409 For tricks invented by Fox News which other channafser, such as

0KS O2yldAydzrft a.NBF{AY3 bSgaé ol yySNI |
hdzi F2ESRY wdzLJSNI a dzNHrac@&y Robert: NJ 2y W2 dzl
Greenwald, 2004.

410 Jeff WarrickProgramming the NationRVD. Perf. Noam Chomsky, Amy

Goodman, DenniKucinich, John B. Alexander, Christopher Coppola (Aptos

CA and Santa Cruz CA: Ignite Productions and Digital Media Factory, 2011).

MELNI I Y | RS @mieSy Iriefationaliiar. 3 B 2043.
http://www.amnestyusa.html
WhAylF . SNyadSAyo al StR Ay dkiahe bSGZI a

New York Timeslanuary 23, 2006ttp://www.nytimes.com.html Please
also see theACLU (American Civil Liberties UnN® LJ2 NI = a2 2 NI R& !
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page as WWI I 0s Japanese I ntern
were lost for all Americans due to this warmongering
advertising campaign?

Competitive and Disturbing Nature of Reality and Oth&\V
Shows:

Television programming is another area which has
become more sawadge. tmRealiistnydd (t
expect participants to behave in the most ridiculous manner
possible to get ratingspr ogr ammi ngo6 s trick
borrowed by commonplace shows because it is cheaper to
follow people around while filming than to hire writers and
actors; in addition to being less expensive to produce, the
viciousness encouraged gets ratings, even if it is two pageant
moms arguing over which of theshildren should win, as seen
on The Learning Channel 6ds- ATod
Disneyo wn e d ABC, whose show, iTh
women competing as Cinderell as
which travel to faraway lands delight in strange to Americans
exotic cuisine like guinea pig, cow udder, pig testicle and brain,
and hor se (see The Travel Chai
Andrew Zi mmerno) and seem to b
factor one gets watching the Di
Other tough ways to earn a living featured on TV include
Di scoveryos AfDeadl i est Catch, o
Wat er Captainsod depicting the
ocean, the latter two brought to you by The Weather Channel in
between shows about weather disasr s. fAAmeri can M
Discovery Health and Fitness, follows the sometimes brutal

How Deporting Immigrants After 9/11 Tore Families Apart and Shattered
I 2YYdzy AGAS&adé hBpS/OBWVAGIBoRghtmin 1 i &
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methods of trainer and former-M coach, Mike Barwis, at his
gym. There are innumerable other shows.

Developing Difference:

Beyond AAmeri cads GoitandT al en
reminiscent of a P.T. Barnum promotibrare the shows which
feature those physically challenged. For example, The Learning
Channel 6s conjoined twinso6é real
both informs misinfamed viewers of perceived difference and
relies on ancient Romeds |l ure
Vi ewer s. The S ame net wor kos |
introduces viewers to the difficulties of being a little person. In
competition wi telatreviewdhg a whdMeChng t a k
of unusual physicalities i s i
ABreaking Ami sho and AReturn
programs, introduce audiences to strict religious codes as
members pit themselves against otherldliness. The
netwec k6s ABuying Nakedo is the ¢
estate 1in nudist coloni es. TLC
AExtreme Cheapskates, 0 and AExt
the homes and lives of those who need serious counseling to
overcome their difficliies and obsessions. The question is: Do
these programs simply fulfil!]l
difference or is their purpose to point out similarities between
people? I n addition, shows 1| i ke
at Heart o andWofinbm® Bie@emeelri ke
conservative, ultravhite throwbacks to an age when only
women cooked and were solely responsible for the comfort of
the family, and this too acts as delineation between men and
women in dichotomizing difference. The History Chanaéiger
long devotion to WWII and Nazi programming, now primarily
concerns itself with conspiracy theory shows about religion,
mythical creatures, and UFOs and has its own reality television
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shows I i ke ACounting Cars, 0 abo
Peop e 0 alligator hunt er s. Now O]
shows such as fnOdditieso and N
find unusual artifacts with ARI
and feature the thrills of crushing cars and the like, respectively.
Battles to the End:

Rivalries can be found even on the Food Network
bet ween chef s, as seen on i Ch c
thereds also Bravods ATop Chef
one another, and FOXd6s AKitchen

helps stuggling restaurants while wielding an assortment of
insultsiCupcake Wars Kidso reduces
Battles also exist on HGTV between real estate agents and
interior designers (who each team with one side of a couple in

their divisionbett en sel Il ing or fixing t|
or Li st l't. 0 Even the competiti
has started a new show, ABr ot h

twins in an ad where the two appear to be physically fighting as

one is flipped highnto the air and lands hard on the ground.
Dancing and singing competitions always include drama from
participants and often from <ch
Warriors, o t oo, promotes rival
restoration teams from different cities.

Apocalyptic:

Pre and postapocalyptic themes are in many programs,
|l i ke TNT/ DreamWorks Televisionbo
produced by Steven Spielberg, which follows the aftermath of

an alien i nvasi on. The Science
Disaster, o whi ch t e a-cdsee scenagiasr Vi V i
fNaked and Afraido is a show wh

survive sans clothing in the wilderness for three weeks.
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Survivali st competitions Fike 7
skills and naturast expert against a militattyained survival
instructor. There are a plethora of other survival shows,

including military and survival
Di scovery Channel afiMamEsenpaes F
Hell , 0 with an &BCOutialbeiweep.e 8 h o v
Hi s | at est , for NBC, ARunning

celebs like Zac Efron into the wilderness for survival training.
Les Stronuddsi nigon@Sur vi vor mano
expert survivalist in the wilds of the planet.

Not to be outdone, the National Geographic Channel
introduced ADoomsday Prepper s,
Channel came up with HfADoomsday
feature those arming and stockpiling for any number ofc#nd
theworld disasters. Often sunavl i st programmi ng
the gridd principles to an extr
neighbors into potential enemies and making life a
preoccupation with deadly scenarios. Living with ample
gasoline and excessive ammunition, these fariliesed
cammolovers leave viewers with unsettling and fearful
thoughts about the need to prepare, if only to protect themselves
from families like this. The exaltation of average people turning
feral can only be outmaneuvered by the military in action.

Milit arism & Torture:

Groups such as Human Rights First claim that
depictionsseeninT¢ hows such aschargellst 0 a
Ameri cans©6 viieand nobjaost theowiewau of e
everyday Americans but those of American interrogators in

l ragqg. On eU.S.iArmyr specialist who questioned
prisoners in Baghdadbds i nfamous
ot her facilities around Il raqés.
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executions | ike that in 06024.0
asked an Iraqgi translator to pretehd was being tortured to
strike fear in a prisoner after they had just watched a similar
scene o0 n*3m addiNodto pressure by commanders to
quickly extract information and an absence of proper training,

one military acad eankBayer[befoeoks s or
6246] represented one of'Ais bi
retired U.S. Army col onel sai d,

the good guys are depicted as successfully employing what |
consider are illegal, immoral and stupid tagtics and t hey.
succeedingéwhen the good guys a
wi n, t hat 4oExamplessof pmirad¢imé torture
scenes have been found on AAIlI
Order, 0 AThe Shield, o6 and even
Rights Firsb s fAul ti mate desire is to
torture by Americans should ne
scenes continue currentf®

Torture is all around us, especially since 9/11 prompted
the United States to engage in the activity opemithe name of
terrorist control and television has been a major contributor to
making it a household topic. f
scenes of torture in the first
involved in more than 160 separate instances of violsimm
the show began (all six seasons) and has killed at least 71
i ndi vi*dThadshew. ran from 2001 to 2010, according to
IMDDb, and marked a change in presentations of torture in that it

W5 GAR . F dzZRSNI & DNER dzLJY C¢USA GdayNIi dzZNB Ay T
2/11/07. http://lwww.usatoday.com.html

414 Bauder.

415Bauder.

416 Bauder.

et I NByida . Sgl NB Pdfents Telddsiort COdhgilt @ 2 NI LI®
November 21, 200&ttp://www.parentstv.org.html
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wasnot the bad guys perpetratir
good guysi and it was shown as being 100% effective against
villains but never against her c
unreliable, dest riYetiticoninuesandd mo
has become part of our national consciousness.

There wasatimelwen t orture wasnot s
Aln both 1996 and 1l1t@@7TVscdandser e |
containing tort'iin¢pat]fosi nnest 8
number of torture scenes has increased by 800%
appr oxi taAtcerting.todParents Television @ucil,
Aithere were 110 scenes of tort
programming from 1995 to 2001. From 2002 to 2005, the
number increased to 624 scenes of torture. Data from 2006 to
2007 showed that ther éWhethee 212
theoretical dop? (Statistics could not be found beyond the dates
listed here.) Is it because people are finally sick of watching
such barbarism? If the objective was to make the American

public | ess squeamish and supp!
terror, 0 owtthatworturg scdnes aké included in
chil drenos fil ms, t he i ndoctri

hardly any need to highlight the topic on television anymore.

“8t | GNRA O]l a O/ 2NNAOIUS. Gath®iS (2 NIi dzZNB a K2 ¢
http://www.catholic.org.html.

W5 GAR . F dzZRSNI & DNER dzLJY ¢USA Toflafli dzZNB Ay T
2/11/07. http://www.usatoday.com.html

420Rich JepsorR4 ¢ Terrorism Through Televisi@Raleigh: Lulu Publishing,

2009), 57.

2t  NByida . Sgl NB Pdfents Telpdsior COdhgilt @ 2 NI LI®
November 21, 200&ttp://www.parentstv.org.html
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Kids and TV Violence:

How this influences children cannot be underestimated
any | onger: ARThe del eterious ef
entertainment on children have been proven in numerous
studieséA study by the National
Family concluded that cliiren who watch violent TV are ruder
and meaner than those who donot
kids who teachers and peers rate as the meanest were the ones
who watched the flstl972y Bunpgeomnt m
General Jesse Steinfeld testified to the S.U.Senate
Subcommittee on Communicati ons:
causal relationship between televised violence and antisocial
behavior is sufficient to warrant appropriate and immediate
r e me di a %2 Butcnobthing mapgened nor has it since, in
spite of continual warnings from medical and psychological
associations, scientists, and public policy makersven the
Federal Communications Commission itself!

Since the 1950s, there has been concern anddloé ip
al | around us. Director of the
Health at the Childrends Hospit
told Congress that the correlation between aggressive behavior
and violent media Ai s stmonger
bone mass, lead ingestion and lower 1Q, condomusenand
sexually acquired HIV, and environmental tobacco smoke and

“2DNBI2NE ad® [ YO D d¢ =+ Qloe GhristhK Schdcd K NB & K
Monitor. August 23, 200ttp://www.csmonitor.com.html

Bgexr 22RO GKY A2t Sy0S 2y tNAYS ¢AY
the Television Industry RepoRarents Television Council
http://www.parentstv.org.html
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l ung c%dber Uni versity of Michi g
Huesmann says that fAevery expos
chances that soe day a child will behave more violently than

t hey ot her*WA s7geavangitlidihal giudy showed

that Ateens who watched more th
almost four times as likely as other teens to commit aggressive
acts i n &% Andteveo €BS lead exec, Leslie
Moonves, sai d: AAnyone who thir
do with [the bloodshed* stil, Col u
nothing ever changes. No network, no media group, no parent
group, no educational group, and no governmemedwucracy

like Congress or the Federal Communications Commission
(FCC) is going to change anything; it is up to the public to
protest violence in media. By protest | mean cancel cable, turn

off the TV, stop buying films with violence and write letters to

film companies, TV programmers, and especially those who
advertise during the shows telling them why. Enough is enough.

Military Themes:

Many channels feature military history, as opposed to
simply history programming, despite the existence of the
sepaate Military Channel, which has changed its name to the
American Heroes Channel and has begun introducing new
shows with the stories of modeday heroes??® From Black
Ops coverage to the Anofficer .

2q¢x . f22RO0IFIGKY A2t SyO08+2y t NEAYSE ¢AVY
the Television Industry RepoRarents Television Council
http://www.parentstv.org.html

254 ¢ + . f X @PArentsT&evision Council

24 ¢ + . f X @FRrentsT&evision Catih

21 ¢ . f X @PRrentsiT&evision Council

289ff Sy DNIlIed daraarzy ONBSLI KAlda aifA
http://www.military.discovery.conmhtml.

+

I+
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Mi | it ary Ch an neswhengullihgaup timewebsitea g |
was : AEvery weapon, war , sol di e
has a story to be heard. o There
of Defense) news channel. The American Heroes Channel
seems not to be focusing on real American herlles
firefighters and ambulance technicians and more on Nazis and

Billy t he Ki d. Shows include/
ATrigger s: Weapons That Changed
(200/)2008) , 0 AWorl d War I i n HD

Ops Missiat, oCadilcCotndown, 0 fAThe F
Party, 0 fACodes and Conspiracie:

the former fADeadliest Tech, o AT
AWarrior POV, 0 AGunslingers, o0 a
Company: | rag Di amgrammingTShowinge i s

the trauma of war, either to civilian populations or military
personnel involved in conflicti with the exception of
occasional glorification of those who served; thus, the public is
presented with an unrealistic view of battle whicteljkdraws

in new, young recruits eager to become the next heroes saving

the realm. In addition to shows lauding various forms of vying

for prizes reminiscent of A Fe
programming which sensationalizes our basic fears, military
exaltaton helps to spread American valuesather, what may

be perceived to be American valuearound the globe. Travel
outside of the country and you(¢
generally exports the most base and violent of programming.

Global Reach:

There are just a handful of media conglomerates which
control not only most of the information received in the U.S.,
but increasingly in other lands. Discovery Networks
Il nternational ( DNI ), for i1instan
medi a compampaoay The acchoes Aove.l
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cumul ative subscribers in 224 c
distribute worldwide 46 international television brands,
including Discovery, Animal Planet, TLC, Discovery World,
Discovery Travel and Living, DMAX, Discovery &mce,
Discovery History, the Military Channel, and DFamilt&) The
History Channel is owned in part by the Disney Corporation
and A&E Networks (Hearst Corporation), and some sister
channels are H2, the Biography Channel, Military History,
History en Espaml, Lifetime, and Crime and Investigation
Network (CIl), which devotes itself to crime dramas and
documentaries like children who commit murder and exploring
the psyches of serial killers in the U.S. and oversga®ower

over broadcasting not only curtatise range of programming
but makes clear the agendas promoted by parent comp&hies.
As viewers may have noticed, television programming has
become sinister, fatalistic, and tragic in focusing on base desires
and fears, and such programming is bound faes.

Here Comes Trouble:

There are already shows which either arrest people or
which take place after the fact in prisons, such as the dark
comedy, NBC/ Netflix©os nOrange
MSNBCO6s fALockup: Raw, 0 a contin
manner of programming exists following the downtrodden in
society, such as the Discovery

429 Discovery Networks International.
http://www.corporate.discovery.com/brands/international.htmi

02 K2 hgya §FesSPresSRAL K
http://www.freepress.net/ownership/chart.html

Blg2 K2 KXéFyeaPresanR Ga5AIAGEE ¢+ t NRp2SOGY 2
a SR A I MOW Fouindation
http://www.nowfoundation.org/issues/communications/tv/mediacontrol.

html.
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TLCOSs now defunct AHer e Comes
Animal Planet channel not only presents programming featuring
animals themselves, butitssshv A Monst er s | nsi de
on biological creatures and parasites such as the-b&adimg
amoeba; AANni mal Copso rescues
investigates abusers; and APit
bulls and pairs them with the previously convictatlpwing

both a second chance.

Other programs detail people selling their belongings,
often under duress from difficu
Starso and AAmer i can Pickers. o
channels and my prediction is that a Death Chiamiké be
forthcoming where the film seridsaces of Deathbanned in
40+ countries for showing clips of those actually dying)
extend and surpass the eypepular shows which feature video
taped mi shaps similar to the i
sei es . Even though the MfAJackass
warning against viewers doing stunts themselves, children are
compelled by images and many were hurt attempting stunts
seen on the show®? The latest film in the practical joke/prank
hidden camera ge@ isBad Grandpaand t hereds a r
ACandi d Camer ao type tel evisi
unsuspecting individuals are caught on camera reacting badly to
setups.

Fear Programming:

NBC Universal Cable, who owns CNBC, Hulu,
iVilage, mun2, NBC Spo#, Esquire, Cloo, E, Bravo,
Telemundo, Universal Parks and Resorts, Fandango, Daily

25 Sy { OKéch ¥ 8 NIPY&ARAE aAadzyRSNARGEFYR aSR
2006.http:// www.abcnews.go.cohtml.
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Candy, and Oxygen also owns th
goodo thriller, suspense, and
2013, 42,227,000 American households (36.98% of lmids)

wi t h television “j Amwiher ichamjel Chi
promoting fear both in its programming and news content is
FEARnNet. A splatter of blood as part of its logo welcomes you

to the webpage to get your juices flowing as you track down
more thriller,horror, and suspense programming brought to you

by Horror Entertainment, a joint venture between Comcast,
Lionsgate, and Sony Pictures, which is available in more than

28 million homes*3*

Science?:

The pseudoscience, A Myt h B
Discovey and now on SCI, offers decidedly not exact
hypotheses and end results, and uses explosions, mock people
(car crash dummies), and pretend animals to test suggestions
from audience members which often originate from films (as in,
oul d James |Boyn dhdasv ec adro nreeat hat ?
Outrageous Acts of Science, 0 w
Sl edgehammers and Firewor ks Me
Exploding Whale, o in which car
from a dead whale as it is chopped updisposal. Before clips,
the disclai mer on their websit
Science features clips from the internet and is intended for a
discerning audience. Science does not condone the activities
performed and discourages anyone from trying thespecially
the ones that are really, real |
kids dondét read disclai mer s.

O

ot 3t 3N

433 hitp://www.nbcuni.com/cable/chiller.htm|
434 hitp://www.fearnet.com/about-us.html
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The Promotion of the Gruesome:

CSI (Crime Scene Investigation) programs not only
cause viewers to be suspicious of the world, they also present
grgphic images of crime which far surpass original crime and
police show programming as seen
i n visual and aur al gruesomen
Criminal Investigative Service) mixes humor with murder,
terrorism, and espionage do around the globe, thereby
advancing the idea that all good guys are good and all bad guys
are bad and encouraging battle against perceived perpetrators.
BShowti meds criminal, psychol o
AHomel and, 0 pits A mkeQaeda aype C1 A
terrorists, incorporating the idea that surveillance, racial
profiling, and torture are necessities in fighting fanaticism [read:
Islamophobia]®** The Travel Channel 6s @T
paranormal documentary show, follows an NYPD homicide
detective and a psychic medium investigating hauntings.
Stephen Kingds film turned min
A&E, continues the ghostl y. Tr
forensic science to solve viol
Mi nds o r evi B iSitersce o Itha rLandbsse FBIi

personnel track the minds of
Canadian telefil m, AShe MNMade Th
case. |l nvestigation Discoveryos
helps audiences get further inside the amah mind. Similar
progr ams by t he net wor k i ncl
ADeadl i ne/ Cri me, O ALast Seen A

BaA1S 2KAGSD G129 ANADK]HaA IKESwWEETE SOKaA
29, 2010. This article examines similarities and differences between the TV

show and the real agenclgttp://www.voices.yahoo.com.html

4365 SS LI YdzYl NJ Iy RHomebdghd tiehyiagigatiofi af @

bl A2yl f htth/Svindzbidbbingalcom/2013/11html.
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Sent Me t

Homi cide. 06 TLCb6s ASex
they advert.i

gone awry (or, as S
relatel i nj uri es o) and Discovery F
ERO shows all manner of injury
been i mpaled by a crowbar. Ever

Sl ang, 0 brought to us by the
history of colloquialisns, and focuses on crime, punishment,
the military, the police, weapons, alcohol, circus animals, and
other negatives; their graphic of the U.S. map with the word
helterskelter prominently placed over California calls to mind
serial killings of the 1960and 1970s.

AMC has a whole host of programming devoted to the
cruel: A remake of the 1960s
trapped political prisoner; ATl
online game for true fans; ABr e
adyingeacher whods found himself
Cal | Saul , 0 which follows a cri
about arm wrestling championshi
show set up to discuss fAThe Wa
scenarios.

Realt y contest shows (whoos th
the princeds hand?) have resort
AAmeri cads Next Top Model 06 i ss|
Pretend to be dead while sexily clad. Which is more disturbing?
Models being asked to this on television or the fact that such
posing is a leading advertising trend and, therefore, a legitimate
request?#3’ Misogynistic representations of women across
popular culture have damaged 1970s strides in advancement for
women and girls, often ued the guise of being sexually

BWWSYYAFSNI [ t 2T ySNWP daSRAIY aiazdeye
Marinagraphy Apr. 11, 201 1http://www.marinagraphy.com.html

182


http://www.marinagraphy.com.html/

liberating sefe x pr essi on. As I f it wel
pitting women against each other, the addition of homicidal
scenes adds a whole other dimension.

Family Problems:

Then t hereds t he famidy. C
Tel evision) A My Dysfunctional
commandoi and his controversial tactics, which include lie
detectors and drugniffing dogsi into the homes of kids and
parents needing counseling. MT \
Momod and felghaanhd Beem to exal't
primary factor in girls not achieving a college education or
financial and professional freedom, leaving them at the mercy
of a partner or system. These shows focus on the negatives of
teen pregnancy without offering Ipéll advice to new mothers
(such as telling them about support groups), and also make
teens think if they get pregnant they will earn big bucks from
being on the show, thus allowing the opportunity to get off of

public assi st anc e .famiydramadéspite | 0 c
efforts to provide a therapyt yl e setti ng, and
Showo is there to solve family

dad?) with DNA tests. Presenting the most upsetting moments
must be comforting to those experiencing similariclifties but

the combative nature of the confrontations is disturbing since
guards are needed to break up those interactions which become
physical.

PROLIFERATION OF ANIMAL, CHILD, AND
GENERAL CRUELTY:

Programs using humor are able to sneak unsavory or
cruel ideas across because audiences spend so much viewing
time laughing at silly, recycled gags and even legitimately fresh,
humorous content coming out of the mouths of beloved
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character s we doie tovdord nVietwensease dhus
distractedi those watching may notice momentarily but forget
jarring, mears pi ri ted references by th
situation comedy, AThe Big Bang
continuously crosses a line with aninexperimentation humor,

if one can refer to it as humor because all suffering must be
taken seriously given the link between serial killers hurting
animals and people makes this especially true. In the show,
Shel dondés girl fri ermsdaifidd whichne ur ¢
sometimes experiments on animals, but humorously presenting
such content on television is disturbing for those who love
animals; in fact, virtually every type of cruef§fis seen in the

show but our examination will begin with this-&dlo-common

breach.

Animal Experimentation:

For exampl e, i n Season 1,
Grasshopper Experi ment,h 0O Penny
guinea pigs (meaning them so she can try out her bartending
skills), and Shel don r emmaonds:
supply company in Reseda you could try, but if your research is
going to have human applications may | suggest white mice

438 See the handy list at
http://www.musicalenglishlessons.org/vocabulary/violence.htm

MyVocabulary.com is a free resource used in over 24,000 schools. Their

22NR [A&d OFGS3I2NARSa AyOfdzZRS . dzf f @Ay
FYR a{@YLJIl e ¢IKBR aBMREBYy OS¢ +2 0Ol odzZ I N
472 words like charred, frenzy, dread, sabotage, murder, retaliation, hit

andrun, groans, burn, atrocity, and bloagt should also have

ae+20lo6dz  NBEdO2Y 2y Ala fAadHde¢ KS 4. dz
assault, attack, die, beat up, belittle, dominate, annoy, hopeless, neglectful,

and prey on. Keep in mind that children study these words over and over.
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instead? Their brain d¢hThareiisst ry
also areferencetococataed di ct ed monkeys in
Equivalencyo (Season 6, Epi sod:
creatures to avenge a wom#n f1 i
Il n Season 5, Epi sode 16 (AThe

Sheldon is forced to take a vacation and comes to help Amy in

her laboratory, & s ays: ABoy, oh, boy. T
wonderful start. The smell of formaldehyde, the whir of the
centrifuge, the distant chatter of lab animals being dispatched

for dissection. Mm, | can already feel my cares just melting

a w a §* Peesenting amal experimentation as something that

would calm a person is disgusting, yet audiences laugh because

it is expected that they do so. This is but one of many times the
series engages in similar humor tactics, but it is seen across
programmi ng. @ Theé e dBri ygo Bwas c h
illustration simply because of its popularity.

Of course, most, if not all, scientific experimentation on
animals is not necessaryit has never been an animal versus
human proposition especially when it is done for the beauty
industry. There are enough computer models and human
volunteers which can be used rather than live animals.
Universities and others continue the vivisection practice for the
$18 billion per year handed out in the form of large grants
despite many alternat.**21 n f act, fthere ar
D. O. D. |l abs worl dwide, with 4 o

VG ¢KS DNI 884K2LILISNI 9ELISNRAYSYyGdég ¢KS . A
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

Mg¢KS 933 {IfFTR 9ljdA@lIfSyoOeded ¢KS . A3
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

MEeKS £ OFGA2y {2fdziAz2yde ¢KS . A3 .ty
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

Ma+ABAASOGA2Y k! yastyGhdnée fok AhimalsS & S| NOK @ ¢
http://www.|lcanimal.org.html
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of thousands suffer and di e [
contract s Pelaps wis |ptactice in academia,
research institutes, independent labs waykior corporations,

in agricultural facilities and hospitals, and on military bases is,

in itself, a way to desensitize the population and create yet
another binary between which one is supposed to choose a side,
but certainly airing jokes about animdlsor any who cannot

defend themselvek creates yet another environment in which
cruelty is presented as acceptable, if not preferable.

This has realife ramifications: For instance, the
University of South Florida recently began experimenting on
animals n order to compete financially with other universities.
Since the U.S. government and businesses pay facilities well to
keep animal experimentation going, there is a vested interest in
presenting such in a positive |
primates a& repeatedly shown or presented as being outside of
cages or free to move about inside a large cage, and expressing
themselves; in actuality, creatures are more often than not
shackled in such a way as prevent movement, their vocal cords
cut so that researher s donot have to be
screaming*** While the N.I.H. (National Institutes of Health)

M ol d¢d . dzR1 A SP & a AMedicalRe¥darch yAYlFf wSas
Modernization Committee: Modernizing Medical Research and Promoting

Human Healthhttp://www.mrmcmed.org.html See als&top Animal

Exploitation NOWhttp://www.all.creatures.org/sean.html

444 Please see the following resources for information on animal
SELISNAYSYyGFGAZ2YY & INGVEEnglaidRAnivS I dzf | G A2y
Vivisection Societt http://www.NEAVS.org.hl; The American Anti

Vivisection Socieya at NRBof Sya 6A0GK ! yAYlLf wSasSt
http://www.aavs.org.htm] The Animal Legal Defense Finél & ! Y A Y I
¢SadAy3a I yip/iwkngaldf.drgghénl; andThe Center for

Media and Democra¢ya & { 2 dzZNOS 2 | G OKY ! yAYlIf ¢Sa
http://www.sourcewatch.org.html
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donated some used chimpanzees t
for longterm care, many are too emotionally and physically
scarred to exit their new facility and who knows if/when the
N.I.H. will bring these creatures back into service. Carl Safina,
author ofBeyond Words: What Animals Think and Fdes
pointed out that the same arguments used for why we
supposedly have to be mean to animals have been used o
people we wanted to take advantage of and these are always
self-serving. **° Part of the solution to helping the planet is
respect for our fellow residents, the ones who were here long
before us.

Animal Harm/Abuse:

There are plenty of otherays in which animals are on
offer for the sake of humor. When his friends have an
intervention in hopes of teaching him to drive (Season 2,
Epi sode 5, AThe Euclid Alternat
inexperienced Sheldon at the helm of a simulator Vehic
Howard adapted Afrom something
t he army. o Switching -a@moomefli gur &
Humvee in Fallujah (Afghanistan) to a Ford Taurus, Sheldon is
ready to practice his driving; unfortunately, he crashes into the

Glendale @ | | eri ads pet store amid p
sounds. Shel don tells Leonard t
Wol owitz on the softwar‘Hs t os
voice indicates his approval of

the gory virtual but readit i ¢ deat h di spl ay he
When Raj is interrupted by Penny entering and his singing turns

MWael t 1Ay 'YAYIEaé aKzg 2y 2abC oyyodp
http://www.talkinganimals.net.htm!

g ¢ KS 9dzOf AR ! fUSNYIFGABSDE ¢KS . A3 .|
http://bigbangtrans.com.html
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i nto a squawk, Penny ays, Al t
over by a | awn mower.c‘) (AThe M:
2, Episode 15" I n A ThengDuPgpriddoxo ( Se

Episode 7), Penny refers to what her visitor and Howard might

be doing in her apartment: A LoC
From what | heard theyodére eithe
i n a mil ki*iRefemray toHarnmoeaptdred animals

i's common. In AThe Santa Simul a

Penny says it makes sense Leonard got a paper cut because
A[ his] hands a%°dAnother épiscele extolditlien v e
delight of now being able to have live lobsters delidere

t hrough Amazon (Season 6, Epi
| s ol a4t iThere & phviously no room for discussion about

how the dairy industry keeps the veal industry going nor the
terrible conditions calves experience during their short lives in
crates whicldo not allow stretching, lest their muscles develop

and the meat they become becomes tough; similarly, viewers
may come to enjoy live lobster delivery without considering the
creaturebdbs journey or brutal en

Further, Raj says ( fedshne6, Dat e
Episode 1) that he sometimes gives his dog Chardonnay, and
tells Stuart, ASheds kind of a
gonna do?0 but thereds no objec

“g ¢ KS al S NYI The Biyy RahgOhedry HfaDLripts.
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

“8 ¢ KS 5dzYLIX Ay3 t I N}R2E®E ¢KS . A3 . +y13
http://bigbangtrans.com.html
MW ¢ KS AW GA2y dé ¢KS . A3 . Fy3a ¢KS2NZ
http://bigbangtrans.com.html
Wge¢KS az2yadiSNI Laz2ztrdAz2yoe ¢KS . A3 .ty
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of why this is a mean actiofi>! This concept is one of many
interded to discount the welfare of animals.

Genetic Altering:

Shel dondés friends invite hin
altered ani mal (Season 6, Epi s
Howar d: ARaj and | are heading
the glowinthed ar k bunny. Wan t*?Thi®is c o me

the second time the show has offered the idea of a genetically
altered creaturé the last was goldfisf®®i without addressing

the possible pain the animal faced or presenting arguments
against this kind of exgrsimentation.

Hunting and Fishing:

I n Season 6 (Epi sode 10,
Di spl acement 0)-in-lavHsays her wardissto shaott h e r
some ducks on their upcoming fi
shell . YomcamtOer veartdvat béem n ot 0 s
bl ow up! o6 Howard comments that
fishing outfit bought for the occasion if there are chunks of duck
onit.t**The concept of wasting a cr
entertaining seems psychopathi¢here is no emphy toward
the creature nor regard for the natural world.

Blg¢KS 51 GS bAIKG =FNRFoOofSdpé ¢KS . A3
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

20 ¢ KS no tSOdZA AFNARGedeE ¢KS . A3 . +Fy3 ¢
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

B3¢ KS [dzYAy2dza CAAK 9FFSOlové ¢KS . A3
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

BG¢KS CAAK Ddzia 5AaL}d | OSYSyilioé ¢KS . A
http://bigbangtrans.com.html
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Taunting:

There is also the taunting of animals already being

experi mented on, as seen i n S
Monster | sol ation. 0 Amyoés pri mq
been cut back yet #y have apparently gotten their hands on

S o0ome, So she says, AThat 6s ri gt

| i g h%°ewe.néed to cautiously heed liking the idea of
teasing a creature who is already suffering.

Violent/Mean Verbal Expressions:

Sheldon remarkshta t he Ahad the good
t hat kitten in the rivero when
(Season 6, Epi sode 17, Th&he M
repetition of the idea that animals being harmed intentionally or
otherwise teaches that it is okay gesnorhuman creatures as
lesser and, therefore, dispensable. Sheldon also claims that most

sqguirrels are jerks and call s o
Spot Escal ati on, 0% 3neaadtiomin &, Ep
double insult to animals and a charact8heldon compares
Howardodés time in space: AHe can
the majesty of the universe unfolding before his eyeis dim,
uncomprehending eyes. Li ke a ca
BEEeKS a2yadSNI LazfrGA2yde ¢KS A3 .y
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

ae¢KS az2yaddiSNI Laz2fl dRahstdpts. ¢KS . A3 .y

http://bigbangtrans.com.html
BTGE¢KS tEFENJAY3I {LRG 9a0FftliAzydé ¢KS
http://bigbangtrans.com.html
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(AThe Date Night Vari a*flTes 06 Se
minimization of animal intelligence is disturbing.

Woman Against Woman:

Perhaps more harmful than the male characters making
fun of women are the many times the women are seen turning
on each other. Bernadette threatens Penny at Disneyland.
ACome me. See what happens! o (A
| mpl ement ati on, 0 Season 6, Epi s
for coming near her after accidentally hitting her (instead of the
intended Bernadette) with her puiissince Amy has just had a

bikiniwax, R nny says, Al 61 1 rip out \
ifand the audience | ater sees F
incident. (AThe Parking Spot Es
When Penny has Bernadette and Amy assist her with rewriting

a paper, she threatess f t hey t el | Leonard)
you with a bag of oranges. o (AT

6, Episode 61°°

Child Abuse:

As troubling, i n Season 4, E
Factoro), Sheldon is warybrof wh
Seibert, wants from himself and
because the nice man is offerin
should jump into his windowl ess

it is he wants (for them to appear at a fundraiser), Shelda) say

B¢ KS 51 0S DREAKWKS . .NRF 6. y3I ¢KS2NE ¢ NJ
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

g ¢KS /2y GNI Olddzr £ ho
940l tFiA2Yy=Z¢ YR G¢K
Transcriptshttp://bigbangtrans.com.html
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iAha! Tsheaitnear air mattreds in
This reference to childbduction and abuse seems inexcusable
indeed, yet audiences laugh because they are made to feel that it

is expected of them and, eventually, through repeated exposure
some may even come to find this type of humor truly amusing.
During the same episode, Dr . e
help him raise money, hedol | Abl
they did to that little boy inSlumdog Millionaire 6 Wh e n
Bermdette explains to Howard thi
because she had to take care of her siblings, she recounts the
ti me one of them said, AThi s

waffles. o0 Her response? fAWell,
Letds see hhwsyomaffl RO (AThe
Maneuver, o0 Sea$hn 5, Episode 12

Body Parts and Severing:

Becoming more and more common across mediums is
the idea of body parts being se
z

a ombie thatds beenyoaait ease f r on
no leg to stand on. o0 (AThe Park
Episode 9¥Shel don says in another e
Uutilization, 06 Season 4, Epi sode

gangrenous limb that needed to be severed from the isngan

and tossed away. 0 Yet another e
that the typo on a Chinese restaurant menu (Mobster sauce
rather than Lobster sauce) means there might be actual chunks

Wg¢KS . SYSFIOGO2NI CHOU2NWe ¢KS . A3 .y
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

WVlg ¢ KS {KAYy@ ¢NAY] Sl ThebryBadrptIdé ¢ KS . A
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

20 ¢KS tFENJAY3I {LRG 9a0FftliAzydé ¢KS
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192


http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
http://bigbangtrans.com.html/

of killed mobsters i n t he f o0
Season 3, Episle 13)*63

More Serial Killer Mention:

Over and above general insults and excessive alcohol
references, there is more objectionable scripting, such as two
seri al kill er references: One
Contractual Obl i gati on | mpl e me
Howard and crew visitBi ol d mi ddl e school
the most famous alum dAif you dc

ate all those prostituteso and
same season, AThe Monster | sol a
his apartment ehandliatesl dyy yet ahothérs b e
wo man. Howard asks him, AYou di
-t hat s not what 4RalEsrkied oshuredr | i n g

perpetuates thinking that such actions are okay, especially when
Raj answers no in a mattef-fact way.

Date Rape/Fraternity Culture:

Raj joins the women for gir
talk about their miserable romantic pasts. In a verbal sparring
competitive, Amy offers that she once passed out at a fraternity
house fand woke up ennytsthothenoa e c |
giggle and audiences recognize that the cultural expectation for
a woman in such a sitwuation is

W ¢ KS . dZAAtAYVEAARYE YR a¢KS .21 SYly
Theory Transcripthttp://bigbangtrans.com.html

Weg¢eKS [/ 2yGNY Oldzr f hofAIlFGA2Y LYLX SYSy
Laz2ftrGA2ydé ¢ K Shttp/bBbangtrafistonthidl y & ONR LIG & &
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Santa Simulati on, 0% @Watiagssach as6, Ej
this validates and perpetuates a pervasive rape eultur

The Pixar Continuance:

In common pop culture crossference, Pixar films are
referenced oy StoryandThe Incredible Bernadette refers to
Howar d as i a sexy Buzz Light
Fl uctuation, 06 Season 6, tylapdi sode
beyondo just | i keloyBtorgsze rliiegsht y(efia
Dat e Ni ght Vari abl e, 0% \Shemson
introducing Penny as the guest on his Internet show, Sheldon
mentions that she is a flag virgin but not a real virgin and that
her freqient coitus once interrupted him while he was trying to
watch The Incredibles ( AThe Monster |l sol a
Episode 17}’

Making Fun of Disability:

The show often makes fun of mental and physical

di sorder s, such as Ruawoden. Fdri f f i ¢
more than general jokes, at one point Leonard even sets Raj up
to be in an embarrassing situat

I n nThe Hi ggs Boson Observatioc
Leonard tells Alex that she and Raj have the same field

expert se and therefore, AYou two
knows t hat Raj cannot speak wi

WHeKS {Fydlr {AYdZ A2y e ¢KS . A3 . |y13
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

g ¢ KS 58502dzL) Ay3d Cf dzOlGdd N2y ES Pé Rt KE K.
Bang Theory Transcriptsttp://bigbangtrans.com.html

¥EeKS az2yadiSNI Laz2ztrdAz2yoeé ¢KS . A3 .ty
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alcohol, so Raj is forced to move silently to another tftSfe.
There are a number of jokes abo

difficulty, such asi n Season 6, Epi sode
Obliteration, 0 when Shel don wa
esteemed schol ar. He trumps the
to |l et the air out of your tire

to the budding friendship leadj to him being able to use the
nickname AWheel so for t%€Eiswheel
minimization of the serious health problem Hawking faces
points out difference and may tell others that such derision is
acceptable to the physically challengedddfionally, Penny

imitates a mentallychal | enged person i n
Obliteration, 0 “S8eason 6, Episod

The Grotesque:

The show promotes the grotesque, for instance when
Amy suggests the group play rdé Operation (Season 6,
Epi sode REENtiFTyheMi ni mi zati ono) :
light up but if the corpse is fresh enough, sometimes you can

get the |l eg to jerk.o Amy al so
wi || be at the UCLA Cadaver Lab
a whole humanheskeadaeeéoneahldy fisp
Decoupling Fluctuation, 0 Season
and Amy beat Leonard and Sheldon in a series of games, Penny

asks brilliant, facf i | | ed Shel don: AWher e

6got your ass handeddetro iyfo uibt 6csc

e KS | AITa . 242y hoaSNBIGA2ydé ¢KS
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

¢ ¢ KS 9EGNI OG0 hofAGSNIGAZYydé ¢KS . A3
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M ¢ KS 9EGNI GO ahcor GAGMBNI aiMy2AWY AT | GA2Y Zé ¢
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|l i ke ancient Rome where theyodd
and then go 6here. 6 You know, t
of | oser sEndt r(yh TMieniRre zati on, 0 Se

Bullying:

In addition to revenge plots, thereakso bullying, like
when Sheldon is held down and kissed against his will by
Penny and Amy (Season -EBtty Epi ¢
Mi ni mizationo) or when Howard i

old high school even as an adul
Impleme nt ati on, 6 Season 6, Epi sodc¢
by fellow astronauts while at
astronaut s ar e being me an to
Fluctuation, O Season 6, Epi s o

Expedition, 0 SeaSheldon i hit wilpa s ode
beverage thrown from a moving vehicle and called a nerd and
Penny speaks of how she rightly bullied someone by making
him fAeat a mouthful of dittto fo

The Female and Her Body:

There are female weightxpectations, such as when

Howar ddés mot herds weight is hig
AThe 43 Peculiarityothree® Besiteer s o
my mo moé s neck si ze?0 Agai n,

MG ¢ KO YWSNE aAyAYATFGA2y X a¢KS /2yiNTC
Implementatioz ¢ | YR G¢KS 5502 dzLJf)\)/EI Cf dzOG dz+
Transcriptshttp://bigbangtrans.com.html

2 ¢ K SENwMiniml F GA2yZé a¢KS /2y iNI Olidz £ h
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Configuration, 0 Season 6, Epi s
Bernadette that his mom dlikes
she can Ilick the pl atamtteith
program makes fun of a single mother who has devoted herself

to her child for maybe having a glandular problem or possibly
becoming addited to food as her only pleasure is uncalled for.

I n AiThe Santa Simulation, 0 ¢
makes it clear that he has only been attracted to Penny and
Bernadett e, but not to Amy. Am
butt of jokes because she isirge gender regulated for not
following societal expectations of femininity by her-called
friends. When she has her first bikini wax and says she feels
|l i ke shebs | ost five pounds, E
five?0 (AThe Par ki sog6, §psode 9)Es c a
When Penny gives Amy an eyelash curler after showing her
how to use it, Amy says, Al dor
used by Tinkerbell ds gynecol ogi
hope for her sake, I'sS not Capt
Fuctuation, 0 Se%Jhsnvisuélof a Egmans o d e
or a childrenb6s film character
body abused is disheartening at best.

Women are referred to as being led by their bodily
functions, like when Sheldon says on a few occasions that
hor mones dictate female actions
Season 6, Episode 12) or when girlfriend, Amy, is angry and he
suggests sheeatoneo her Luna bars becaus
women think theyo6re angry, t he\

BEe¢KS no t SOdKES\ FINRGGIARGEN GFAY2RY & 2 Y F A 3 dzNI G A
Theory Transcripthttp://bigbangtrans.com.html

MEeKS {Fyldlr {AYdAFGA2YyZE G¢KS tFNJAyYy3
58502dzLJt Ay3 Cf dzOldz GAZ2¢ripts. ¢KS . A3 . | y3
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Habitati on Configuration, o Sea
Bernadette asks Howard if his mother was upset because they
want to live together as a marriedpobe and he r epl
can tell? She yells everything. She might have been upset. She

mi g ht have been hungry. o (AThe
6, Episode 1}7° The program often portrays Jewish mothers as

being somehow more annoying than other moms.

When Amy lies about being sick for longer than she
actually was, Sheldon decides she must be punished to prevent
such behavior and decides to spank her. This is presented as a
fun, S&M activity for Amy who turns on slow, sexy music
under the pretense of netanting the neighbors to hear her
being disciplined. She even pro
Fish Guts Displacemen*tSeeinglieasor
grown womarni or anyone, for that mattér being disciplined
with  corporal punishment hardly seemsenjoyable
divertissement.

Gender Expectation/Regulation:

Masculinity expectations are seen when Penny teases the
guys for being nauseated while she guts a fish. She instructs

Howard how to bait a hook with
Just jab a hook in hi§ ace. 06 Then, when th
encourage him, she saybBwaytThat 0
ma n t hings up. 0 (Season 6, Ep
Di spl acement 0) Raj and Howar do

being highlighted in a negative fashion: Whéloward is

BegeKS 933 { It R 9ljdz @I f
58S bAIKG £ NARFO6f Spég ¢
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

MG ¢KS CAAK Ddzia 5AaL} | OSYSyilioé ¢KS . A
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

Sydezé¢ Ga¢KS 11
KS . A3 .ly3 ¢K!

198


http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
http://bigbangtrans.com.html/

worried about Raj and says he can always tell when Raj is in
troubl e, Bernadette replies, i
before we got married?0 to whi
under that rock. o (AThe Monster
17) When Raj and Howard are investigating how Sheldon is
spending a mysterious twenty minutes per day and Howard gets
annoyed that Raj is facing him while they are listening at the
door , Raj says, i n married cou,
right foryouucan | 20 (AThe 43 Peculiar
8) 4’ Howard and Raj try out the kissing machine Howard has
designed to help Leonard and Pr
in California) keep the fire in their longdjstance relationship

Leonard is hesitan t o try it so Raj fil
I nfestation Hypot hesi s, 0 Seaso
i mpressed. Thi s i dWhoa Yop judt bitf e | i Kk
my tongue. 0 Raj: A | ni bbl ed. I
Raj : AWhy do yowuerhyatvhei ntgo wma k «
ASorry. Better?0 Howar d: AOh, vy
that he leaved’®

Similarly, Howardodos cl ose re
seen negativel y: AHe | oves his
too much, o0 LeonazadiSpoph aExgangif
Season 2, Episode 8) When Raj has Howard install an
apartment camera so he can make sure his pet is okay while
hebébs gone, Howard says: AWhy ca
regul ar guy?o i mplying that re

¢ KS CAAK Ddzia 5AaL}d | OSYSyizé aGa¢KS a
t S Odzf AHe Bifj BadgdTheorg Transcripts.

http://bigbangtrans.com.html

B¢ KS LYFSaldldAzy 1 eLRIKSaAaAaPE ¢KS . A
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cocerned about their ani mal 1
Alternative, 0 S*¥Yason 6, Episode

Military/Brutality References:

Military references are sometimes seen, such as when
Leonard tells Alex about his work with lasers and she excitedly
responds,amOdh, ( edsadn 6, Epi so
Boson Observationo) I n Season 2
Pol arization, 0 Howard fixates o
model s hebds seen on TV and Leort
Howar d r es p o regydo: usefithe finterndt, gnditaryc r e
satellites, and robot aircraft
creepy. o In the same episode, t
mi ne at NORAD to have a Spy
references not only remind us of military actiahey also
prepare us for drone usage in the U.S. in the same way this
technology is currently being used in Irag and Afghanisfén.

In yet another cruel moment, Howard has tried to run
over Sheldon with his car and Leonard objects to his action.
Howard a8y s , A Oh, |l i ke youdbve neve
Dondét hate me because | i ved t
Shel don threatens Howard with a
Parking Spot Escal ation, 06 Seaso
Si mul at i o6nEpisodeSlé, &Santa Claus has been beaten
and is bloody and elves have been massacred in a game of

Mg eKS {REONRIELI YyaAA2YE YR G¢KS /[ f24dz
Bang Theory Transcriptsttp://bigbangtrans.com.html

WHGEeKS | A33E . 282y hoaSNIWBRIEANKE | KR yae
Big Bang Theory Transcripitstp://bigbangtrans.com.html
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Dungeons and Dragons; i n addi ti
by a cannon and he dies in the gaffie.

Gener al Violence/ Altds Not Re al

It is a common and clever tactic to use a virtual presence
to mention abusive behavior, whether speaking of the medium
of television itself or engaging in horror, gore, or violence
through electronic games. The prograrand it is by all means
not alone inpropagating this type of cruel humbralso shows
characters playing paintball with guns and, often, the-ever

popul ar vi deo game, AHal o. O | n
Season 1, Episode 7, Penny plays the video game with the

roommat es. AOh, dcdoll .  WebsdI| bec:
follows up | ater wi t h @fal L o

Presenting disturbing language such as this may influence
unstable personality viewers who may not be able to distinguish
between what is real and what is on the screen; bert &

those who can distinguish, these games, their terminology, the
ways in which they force us to speak to one another, and seeing

t he characters weove C ome t o
influence us. One program does not a person make but
repetition of ations over time certainly has an effect,
particularly on developing minds. The show even pokes fun at

the research which proves this to be true, as seen in Season 6,
Episode 9, AThe Parking Spot E s
Howar d, A He 6 ane,tLeogardn\gdeot gamek and |
rock music have desensitized hi
AThe Big Bang Theoryo to bl ame

BLE¢KS tFENJAY3I {LRG 9a0FftlFiAz2yé YR a¢
Theory Transcripthttp://bigbangtrans.com.html
WEE¢KS 5dzYLIX Ay3a tFNFR2Eé | yR a¢KS t I NJ
Theory Transcripthttp://bigbangtrans.com.html
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know that these scenarios are simply presented by actors, the
opinions presented are real and the attara too become real
to us.

Sponsorship:

When we find out that reruns
on TBS are now sponsored by Xbox One, we see that the show
is influenced by its sponsor and that we, too, are being
influenced. Sure, corporations controbntent and, in fact,
shows only exist thanks to the commercials in between which
essentially pay for programming. But even when we know this,
we ingest the language and perspective of creators innocently
and allow lasting impressions to control us. As &oX One
transports into the now familiar apartment of Sheldon and
Leonard, we accept that it is a worthy purchase because these
characters like it; further, when the games appear next to an ad
for the show or during play between these popular chardcters
among them ACall of Dut y: Advan
Auto V,0 HAAssassinds Creed Uni
Wit cher 3: Wild Hunt, o AThe Evi
R o m & we become complicit in advancing militarism.

Background/Signage:

It is important to notice signage in shows as well. When
Leonard wears a shirt with the -akkeing eye, when the
uni versity where they work has
the wall, when astronaut @AMassoO
often unaware of thesetinent i onal ly pl aced
forget that stage sets and wardrobes are created from scratch for
each show and the range of options is virtually unlimited, so
one wonders why these particular choices were made and which
political views are representeeep in mind that every word,
every shirt, every symbol, every representation is intentional,
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although none can say with assurance in which ways the
writers/designers intend these portrayals. These images and
sounds influence our emotions and affect hosvfeel about our

world, ultimately contributing to our collective consciousness.

If we come to think of life as nothing more than pain and
cruelty isnodt t hat what It ess
young Vviewers? Remember tkbdat i -
many other programs, changes its ratings depending on the
epi sode. Sometimes itods At ed |
DV. So even if you try to watch only the R@ted episodes,

some members of the household will certainly want to see the

ones inbetweae.

Other Misrepresentations:

Television is fraught with negative images but what is
mi ssing from the smal.l screen i
primetime programming, males outnumber females by 3 to 1,
and the women portrayed are younger than iien they
encounter. Nonwhites (especially Hispanics), young children,
and the elderly are underrepresented; and members of minority
groups are disproportionately ¢
are portrayed as professional or managerial workers. Although
67% of the work force in the U.S. is employed in baadlar or
service jobs, only 25% of TV <ch
on television is ten times more
483 Television thus alters our perception of the world around us.

483 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronsdkge of Popaganda: The Everyday
Use and Abuse of Persuasidiew York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001),
80-81.
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Radsm/Sexism

When minorities are featured on television, often it is
with a negative slant, and now the condescending tone comes
from the mouths of minority actors (forced into accepting roles
which highlight negative stereotypes) themselvés this way,
it appears & though the characters believe in and accept
derision about their race, ethnicity, age, class, sexuality,
religion, body i mage, etc. When
(AThe Roommate Transmogrificat.i
refers to hikMaset ha a%asopgdked D wn
simply Martha Stewart) everyone laughs, whereas the audience
might not be as likely to if another character called him such.

Raj often defends himself and his Indian culture but
sometimes even these defenses end with digpay sentiment.

At one point in AThe Dumpling P
Shel don insists on playing fAHa
mi ssi ng, l eaving only three pl:
only way we can play teams at this point is if we cut Raj

hal f. o0 Raj replies: AOh, sure,
billion more wh#&YPennyhtakes@dist@y f r o
class in AThe Extract Obl iterat
tells Leonard: AThis 1is my ©pap
slaery i s bad. Oh, and my profes

that 6s t he *® Thihnpliesathas anby rAfrican
Americans would be against slavery. Like Raj, Howard is often
the one making fun of his Jewish heritage; hearing Raj,

BEEKS w22YYIGS ¢NIYaAaY2ANRFAOI GA2Y DE ¢
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

B¢ ¢ KS f5MyyAIt I NI R2E®é ¢KS . A3 .l y3a ¢KS;
http://bigbangtrans.com.html

WEeKS 9EGNI OG hot AGSNIGAZy dég ¢KS . A3
http://bigbangtrans.com.tml.
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Howard, and the ber characters ridicule race, ethnicity, and
religion is disrespectful.

When Sheldon brings the couch cushion Howard
wiggled his bare ass on to the dry cleaner, he says that
Howar doés di et i s 7inmplgingthatmllahdat t vy
only Jewish pedp love delicatesseris but Howard has never
been seen eating such on the show. In addition, Sheldon chose
t hat dry <cl eaner because he re
had a similar problem with a chicken blood stain on her pants.
Santeria is an Afr€Caribbean rkgion which developed in the
Spani sh empire. So are we to
background somehow makes him negatively different or that
Santeria Suzibés heritage means
references dictate how we view types ebple and can have a
negative 1| mpact culturally. (A
Season 6, Episode &

Let us not forget that Polish jokes originated during
WWII 1 Hitler recognized that making fun of others and calling
them lesghanhuman makes it sgéer to abuse and Kill.
Although, thankfully, such humor directed toward the African
American community has faded from fashion (but Black actors
still find it nearly impossible to find neabjectionable roles), it
appears as though it has been redirectginat Latino, Asian,
female, nerdy [read: intelligent], overweight, or poor characters,
like the female restaurant worker (and wambe actor)
character, Penny, on fAThe Big
using her body and or femininity to survive abouahugh the
mouths of the male characters, despite her objections to their
characterizations of her makeup. Since the male characters on

WEEeKS tEFENJAY3I {LRG 9a0FftliAzydéd ¢KS
http://bigbangtrans.com.html
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the show have had the advantage of a good education, it seems
unfair that scripts are written making fun of the onarabter

who does not and who, as a result, does not have the same
earning capacity as the others. These racist, sexist, etc.
representations of different types of people are seen across the
board on television, not simply on a few programs, and this
influences our perceptions negatively.

Negative Effects of Heavy Viewing:

Heavy TV viewers have an especially twisted
perspective: They are more racially prejudiced, feel that women
have limited abilities and interests, and find the world a sinister
place whee people are only looking out for themselves and will
take advantage of other$® Because TV shows never present
factors which contribute to crime like unemployment and
poverty and because depictions of criminals and police are
presented in a consistensfaoni with the right person always
in joai.l by t liewers tomev anay vt dn
unsympathetic and unrealistic stance toward those brought to
trial, often with a presumption of guilt® AEgr egi ous
omissions occur in the coverage of crime. ManyranBlack
men are casualties of crime than are perpetrators, but their
victimization does not attract the media spotlight the way their
crimes do. When it comes tactimso f cr i meét he me
di sproportionately more dftenti
The majority of people have not experienced violence and

488 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronsadkge of Propaganda: The Everyday
Use and Abuse of Persuasitdew YorkHenry Holt and Company, 2001),
82.

489 Pratkanisand Aronson82.

40 Barry GlassneiThe Culture of Fear: Why Americans Are Afraid of the
Wrong ThinggNew York: Basic Books, 2009), 109.
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crime, so mass media representations form vivid images of what
the world is like:

The average fifteen year old has viewed more than
13,000 TV killings. More the
are involved in aviolent confrontation each week; in

reality, less than 1% of people in the nation are victims

of criminal violence in any given year according to FBI
statistics. Indeed, although violence in the U.S. has been

declining over the past decade, violence onHgg¢ not.
491

Furthermore,

Heavy readers of newspaper accounts of sensational and
random crimes report higher levels of fear of crime.
Repeated viewing of R at ed vi ol ent 0sl ¢
associated with less sympathy and empathy for victims

of rape. A heay dose of ads portraying women as sex
objects induces females to believe that their current
bodies are too large. When television is introduced into

an area, the incidence of theft increases, perhaps due to
televisionb6s promoti on of c
frustrate and anger economically deprived viewers who
compare their lifestyles with those portrayed on
television 492

Collectively, our reality is to some extent determined by
representations of real ity on
television violence lane, a 1993 report by University of

491 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronsgkge of Propaganda: THeveryday
Use and Abuse of Persuasidiew York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001),
81.

492 pratkanis and AronsQ83.
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Washington epidemiologist Brandon S. Centerwall expresses a
startling finding: o[ 1 f], hypot
never been developed, there would be 10,000 fewer homicides
each year in the United Stat@€),000 fewer rapes, and 700,000

fewer injurious assaults. Violent crime would be half of what it

i s “aovow.

Heightened Lifestyle:

The corrosive effects of television on our national
consciousness come not only through advertisements for
products we may not be able to afford but in the
sets/backgrounds of ads and programs. Ads for household
products typically feature kitchens with tHatest higkend
stainless steel appliances and granite countertops; the only ads
which portray averagkoking homes are those for the military,
since the call of duty is one of few options for those who cannot
afford an education. Labor lawyer for the IAEIO, Damon
Silvers, considers how these images shape our collective image
of ourselves: AThere is a tende
country where the typical family makes $150,000 a year. But
half of all American households have incomes less tbarDH0
a year, 0 he says. AThe worl d th
the media is a world that no more than something like 15
percent of Ame**We are all damilianwith o r d .

98/ KAf RNBY > +A2ftSy0ST IyR GKS aSRALIY
al 1 SNE®PEé t NBLI NBR o6& al22NRGe {GFFFZ |
Senator Orrin G. Hatch, Utah, Chairperson. Sept. 14, 1999. The Center for

Sport Policy and Conduct (CSPC) in the School of Health, Physical Education,

and Recreation at Indiana University, Bloomington.

WYNR&a&de /fFNlP® a¢KS YARRBSFaAOE | &vazy EK NB
2013.http://marketplace.org/topics/wealthpoverty.htm See also: Ron
YIEdZFYFYyQa al 26 ¢St S@Aarzy cCdzSta GKS /1
http:/ /www.turnoffyourtv.comhtml; http://www.tvtropes.org.html, whose
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progr ams l i ke AFriendso and A
characters add never afford these digs on their salaries and,

while television clearly represents a higher lifestyle than is
within the reach of most, thereby continuing sales upon which

the capitalist society is supposedly dependent, this lack in our

own lives takes toll as many get into debt trying to keep up

with the Joneses not simply as a way to feel normal but, more
disturbingly, as the only way to be treated well by others.

The Wealth Component:

I n the same way the childre
popular duing the 1920s Depressianso people could at least
pretend to be wealthy reality TV further promotes the
|l ifestyles of the rich and f amo
AMiIi I I i on Doll ar L i s tendnrepksestate wh i
agents around Miami @ New Yor k City, CNE
Lives of the Super Rich, 0 Bravc
AReal Housewi ves of New Jerse
Beverly Hills, and Atlanta). The latter shows tend to promote
women as vicious hysterics and add to the sammemnat
home feeling reminisced over of
Men. 06 When TLC6s #fASay VYes to t

website identifies common TV tropes such as Ildle Rich, Lonely Rich Kid, and
Selffall RS alyT Ga2RSNYy ClFYAfte&é Aa GKS 1
inhabitants could not, in real life, actually affowhere they are living see

G2 RSNY CI YroftAQY RA &F iy (Qfaea a2 NI RZ¢ 0@ 5
http://www.salon.comhtml; The Center for Media Litera@ya driof2 ¢ S
LYF3Say [/ NBFiGAYy3 GKS aédKa 2F hdzNJ ¢AY:
http://www.medialit.org.html; Mother Jone® & L G Qa G KS Ly Sl dz ¢
9t S@PSy OKINIa GKFId SELXFAY 6KIFGQa &NEB
Carolyn Perot, aittp://www.motherjones.comhtmiT YR wA OKF NR . d
! 1 FEF /Sylddz2NE 2F /flaa FyR DSYRSNJI A
(2003)http://www.cercles.comhtml.
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goings on at a premier bridal salon, with episodes such as
AAl ways the Pageant Girl, o weal
asonlywantigs a man. Nat Geo presents
delves into the seamy yet sometimes profitable criminal
underworld.

Class Depictions Versus Reality:

Since most neviangled electronic devices, from phones
to iPads to flascreen televisions, are pricedsfj above the
average personos grasp, t hese
including children who, thanks to their exposure across media,
know all too well which brands make a person cool. Consider
the foll owing: ANear the btegi nn
of every nine American children lived in poverty. At the end of
his term, that fi gufAccardigytoone i
USA Today, Afour out of five
joblessness, near poverty, or reliance on welfare for at least part
oft hei r “4ThevNatonaldCenter for Children in Poverty
(N.C.C.P.) informs that Amor e
United Statesi 22% of all childreni live in families with
incomes below the federal poverty leve$23,550 a year for a
family of four. Research shows that, on average, families need
an income of about twice that level to cover basic expenses.
Using this standard, 45% of children live in lomcome
f ami P7Unstablé® employment and low wages contribute to

49 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronsadkge of Propaganda: The Everyday

Use and Abuse of Persuasidiew York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001),

176.

91 2135 , Sy d an ANI2@SANE &'>USATedaG HNJ yP3 | NJ
Money section.
http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/business/2013/07/28.html

97¢q | KA f R Nagfoded@ehitér fbreChildren in Poverty
http://nccp.org/topics/childpoverty.html
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this situation and resultin poor health, mental health
difficulties, and social, behavioral, and emotional problems for
children.*%® Poverty creates a situation in which priorities must
constantly be shifted in order to pay for the most pressing
situation, thus undermining what wld ordinarily be
purchased.

Children and others are facing extreme difficulties in
todayos financi al downtur n.
disproportionate share of the poor in the United States in that
they are 26% of the total population, but constitute 39%ef
p o o % More than twentfive percent of women aged P2}
years old are living in poverty in the U.S., compared with 18.8
percent of men in that same age group. For women in the same
age group who are mothers, the percentage jumps to 40.7
compared to 24.2 for sge men with children®® For the first
time, American elderly and children are not the main recipients
of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance (SNAP). According to the
Associ ated Pr ess, -age peoplei[ages 48 v e n
59] now make up the majority id.S. households that rely on
f ood sYnmhEeap.hdtels which line the roads leading to
Walt Disney World live at least 2,000 children whose parents
cannot af ford first and | ast
apart ment or hous e etDepartmen sfe . N
Education has identified 47,000 hotel kids in schools around the
country, and says that the number of homeless kids in public

9% /| KAf R Nagoded@elitér fbreChildren Roverty
http://nccp.org/topics/childpoverty.html

4¥Henry A. GirouxZombie Politics and Culture in the Age of Casino

Capitalism(New York: Peter Wang, 2011), 115.

50 of & wSLINBaSydalaGAGS al NO& YI LI dzN» al
Y2NB fA]1Ste (2 o0 FampeBaNes/274Z. 3 4M CIH Ol 0O
1 2135 , Syd a¢KS bSg ClLOIS2T YECNAR I {yEIDE
Jan. 27, 2014ttp://www.hosted ap.org.html
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schools has increased?>pAgthd8 pe
working poor struggl e t dodepr ovi
wel | for t he future of t he n 8

depictions in media continue to admonish being average,
glamorize childhood, and lead us to believe that if we just spend

as though thereds no tomorrow,
taught that there is more financial opportunity here than
anywhere in the world and that may or may not be the case; but

be aware that, as an adult, no matter which party affiliation, you
canbét vote on corporate power o

Narration:

As television, advertising, and movie promotion
encourage a high lifestyle and violence, voices used to
announce current programming are deep and menacioges
which used to be reserved for scary films. Narration is heard in
between repeated sounds of exmuos, bullets being fired, the
punching of a body, metal blades, saw sounds, and metal doors
slamming, along with heawyetal style music; these add heart
stopping terror to fil ms, shows
have monsters or psyclkdlers. A goa example of this
includes not only the latest action films, but check out the trailer
fort he PG r at e dHapgy Fdetd’twharedGeordei | m,
Del Hoyo says, Aln the heart o
way one often hear s fitThhei sl isnuemme
justice has a new nameéodo Just a
use the voices resonant baritones urgently describing the dark
thrilled plot of an upcoming feature with dramatic inflections

f
f

2L 1A YYFF2d al 2YStSaa / KAt RNBY [AQDAY
The Huffington PosD4/19/12.

http://www.huffpost.com/us/entry/1420702.html

503 ] | LI CSSGé¢ ¢NIAfSNI mo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4UDe8M6U Jintml.
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and breathlessnes$®* Audiences have come to expestil
tones of voice for films where it seems appropriate but, as of
late, these narrations are being used for ads and shows of all
kinds.

Children and the Small Screen:

Children are exposed to violent advertisements whether
or not the television is set sviolent channel due to crossover
ads from networks owned by the same parent company. Get a
TV with a V-Chip (most TVs made since 2000 have it built in)
or other blocking technology available from cable and satellite
providers (although kids have quicklgarned how to disable
these systems) and try to fol
ratings in the upper left corner of the screen. These are Y, Y7,
Y7 FV (for Fantasy Vi olmmnge, us
only), G, PG, 14, and MAafd can be used in camjction with
the other systemis Other Content Labels include D for
suggestive dialogue, L for coarse or crude language, S for
sexual situations, and V for violence. But even if you are using
TV6s rating guide, the Parents

54t £ S 84S 4SS GaAafttAzy 52ttt NI +2A08aé |
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3S8N2s3L4mi@mi Y R 52y [ |
C2yiGlFAySY ¢KS +£2A0S¢ I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7QPMyvj_xejatm|. Recently on Geico

FR&A 3FAGAYy3I OdzaGi2 YSNEQ & GoveNlkguihas Y2 JA S
R2yS ¢+ aK2g¢ | R&A YR FAEfY GNIXAfSNBERD |,
OSNE TFTFYAEAFNI 2y ¢+ &aK2ga adzOK | & GHnN:
LINSE@ASGa F2NJ GECSNYAYFG2NI vY WdzRIYSy i
F'yy2dzy OSNJ F 2 NJ20dz¢YdZONRQ v AlRy22fddsE +2 A 0S4 ¢
good overview of the art and players, including Mark Elliot as the voice of
5AaySed atlof2 CNIyOAaAalO2 az2@AS Ddz@é¢ R:
voice-over great La Fontaine at

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qvv8SMTyAdiml.
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sonreTV-14 Aparents strongly cautio
equated fAscenes of stabbings, S
mutil ationo found on violent ce

505 And unfortunately, you will find that certain
episodes/shows/channelgary their ratings and that news,
sports, religious, and home shopping shows are not rated; as
already noted, television ads also escape content rattithis
means that on any number of channélsyou or your children

will definitely see the Brighthoes ad which features two
children playing a video game where characters in the game are
boxing, and then the children start pushing each other.
Additionally, ads for scary or violent shows are seen across
channels, regardless of whether you/they are wagchishow

with a benign rating.

Kids between the ages of 2 and 18 watch about three
hours of TV every day and chil
violence of all TV program$ some cartoons show twenty acts
of violence per hournyuishrbetweery c hi
what is real and what they see on screens and those exposed
extensively to TV violence can have problems with moral
reasoning. Children are drawn to glamorized, entertaining
violence when there is a | ack o
According to the American Acade
violence can contribute to aggressive behavior, desensitization
to violence, ni ght mar e¥Yearlpgnd f e
150,000 adolescents get arrested for violent crimes and some

S5 ayy 9foSNE ! 3420AF0SR t NBaaod aLyO2y
LJ- NB yhé Ehdigtian Science Monit@ecember 9, 2013.

http://ww w.csmonitor.com.html

¢ KS ¢+ tIFNByiGlrf DdZARStAYyS&ay Clva ! o
http://www.tvguidelines.org/faqs.htm

Sh A 02fS ' RFYad al 26 21 G§OKALWEStagh 2f Sy OS
Jan. 17, 201ttp://www.livestrong.com.html
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carry weaponss t hey ar e ¥iolentalVv showst i m.
spark the fightor-flight response, increase heart rate,
respiration, and blood pressure and can create an increased
stimulation need for more violenc®? Limits on screens should
definitely behinkingit woblcdube prefdrablgto u 6 r e
sign your child up for an organized sport, you might want to

read on.

8 A 02fS ' RFYad al 26 2 G§OKAWEStang2t Sy OS

Jan. 17, 2014http://www.livestrong.com.html.

SO AYRF wlhéd al2¢ A2t SyO0S Ay ¢St S@OAraa

Live StrongJan. 25, 201%ttp://www.livestrong.com.html For information

on how to use media sensibly, please checkm@ RA+ { YIF NI ay /Iyl
Centre for Digital and Media Literaayhttp://www.mediasmarts.ca.html

FYR a¢ALEA 2y 12¢ G2 5 SCommansénse MaedaRA I+
at http://www.commonsensemedia.org.html
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V.  GENERAL INFLUENCES ON KIDS:

il ve never wanted to |l ook I|Iike model :
represent the majority of women and |

- Adele
Aln this century, the mass media have
religopnasthanost i nfl uenti al institution in

- Media and Values magazine, Center for Media Literacy

AiOQur countryds growing obsession with
but also our communities. As play is siphoned off to gyms and fieldsy fewe
kids are playing in our streets, par k

- Darrell Hammond

YOUTH SPORTS:

Remember when the hockey dad beat a fellow hockey
dad to death over some rough play that went on between the
kids during practice? Thotsnk th
Il 1 lTustrated for Ki ds o survey |
children said they had witnessed -@fitcontrol adults at their
game®Tbhereds even assault prote
for sports officials like umpiress* 1t is esti mated
miion girl s and boys play on org
Council of Youth Sports. A 2006 Minnesota Youth Soccer
Association poll found that i34
been yelled at or teased by a fan, and 15 percent reported that

S0Mark Hyman! yGAf LG 1 dzZNITAY ! YSNAOFQa hoasS:
How It Harms Our KidBoston: Beacon Press, 2009), 115.
S11Hyman 119.
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their parentgy et angry when Aawntppl anj
high end of the spectrum showi
gotten with youth sports in America.

Kidsd6 recreation in the U.S
business and a highr essure enterprise wt
than 3.5 million children under age fifteen require medical
treatment for sports injuries, nearly half of which are the result
of si mpl €7 Similarrtouleauty pageants, adlat
youth sports has come to mean big money; from hiring private
coaches d buying the latest equipment in hopes of creating
tomorrowbs superstars for- coll
teams, most are left with unrealized dreams and ragged bodies.
While ESPN promotes the Little League World Series, high
school sports are highligkd on Bright House Networks, along
with AFriday Night Tykeso and |
the ad, a man asks a I|ittle gir
little girl or a man) on the Esquire Network.

Even Carl Stotz, the man who started Littleagae

Baseball in the late 1930s, later cut ties with the association
because he saw the corporatization of the American institution.

514 By the &0s, critics mounted and Charles Buchner, an NYU
education professor and later a White House Conference on
Physical Fitness delegate, claimed that Little League Baseball
existed simply for the entertai
mature enough for itand that sports specialization could be
harmful. 1> The National Education Association concluded in
1952 that Anhighly organized col

S2Mark Hyman! yGAf LG 1 dzZNIAY ! YSHfo®slaa hoasS:
How It Harms Our KidBoston: Beacon Press, 200B)5.

513 Hyman back cover.

514Hyman,11-12.

515Hyman 7-8.
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school and college sports, gives youngsters an exaggerated idea

of the importance of sports@an may even be har mf
516 perhaps most especially for netar players who are not
encouraged and come to feel badly about themselds. the

@®0s, Joey Jay, the first Little Leaguer who had made it to the
major leagues a decade before, warneairesy excessive

playing when he saw how his syear old son was being
pressured and he identified the
new medical ail ment>8Sadly nothind e Le
has changed. Egitcher Tommy John is immortalized because

an elbow operation was specifically created to keep him playing

ball.

As kids are prematurely using up their bodies for
supposedly upcoming rewards, most will not meet thear
t heir Tpgaoraelnst.sd6fiJust 5.8 percent
players, oe in seventeen, will suit up for a college
sqguadémenods soccer (5.7 percen
womenods basketball (3.1 percent
p er c @RANnJ spartsrelated scholarship aid is a drop in the
bucket because colleges try wive all athletes a little
somet hi ng: 18 percent at publ i
just 7 percent at private ones,
bills despite some assistané® As elite club and travel teams
are joined in hopes of attractinglleme coaches and kids are
trucked to places like Walt Disney World for championships,
yearround training is hurting kids physically and psychically.

(@]}
Q)¢
(V)

S6Mark Hyman! y G Af LG 1 dzZNJiay ! YSNROI Q& h
How It Harms Our KidBoston: Beacon Press, 2009),

5"Hyman 11.

518 Hyman 1214.

5% Hyman 33.

520Hyman 33-34.
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Letdbs | ook at physicall y: nE
all youth sports injuries are the result okaysei a regimen of
sports play and training so int
How much overuse could there be? Many Little Leaguers throw
mor e pitches t han Agrown me n
bal | pPdrksso happens that th@pi tch
eighty pitches in a game have four times the risk of injury
|l eading to surgery compared to
League officials havenoét exact|
advice.%?? Operations on youth patients used to be rare, but in
one surgeonos of fice, UCL repai
operation) has climbed from seven players between 1988 to
1994 to 424 between 2000 and 200%. Perhaps as much as
fifty percent of these injuries are due to overuse which means
that they are preventable, aotimg to sports doctors, and early
singlesport specialization is a contributing factoone medical
expert suggests banning curveballs for those under fourteen
years of age’®*

Beyond this are other debilitating and disabling
probl ems: i A that budd astaunding neuscle maks
but leave users with damaging lifelong health effects; brain
injuries resulting from multiple concussions; and eating
disorders that shrink some young athletes and dangerously bulk
up otk emepopdlar supplement, €itine, is completely
| egal and accessible in stores
no studies of Creatine use by children under age eighteen and

2'Mark Hyman! y G Af LG 1 dzZNJiay ! YSNROI Qa4 hoaS:
How It Harms Our KidBoston: Beacon Press, 20089,

522 Hyman 76.

523Hyman 84.

524Hyman, 103, 132.

525Hyman 98-99.
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little is known aboutitslong er m ef fects °n you
No one seems especially concerned aboutidterse in youth

sports, despite the American Ac
warning beginning in the® 0 s t hat imood S W
depression [are] known side effects of anabolic steroid use in
c hi | &% some team players even feel left out as minor

teeamme mber s when they arenot of f
members because they are not aware of their destructive effects.
These medications and supplements and surgeries are part of a
national sports rhetoric which esposise fiwhat ever it
attitude, the likes of which would be applauded by Vince
Lombardi.>?®

Promotion of Patriotism:

Expect to see militaristic promotions at professional
sports events you attend with your kids because the Pentagon
spent $6.8 million in taxpayer dollars to sports teams inside the
NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB and MLS over four years. So those
A ofreld color guardceremonies, performances of the national
anthem, and ceremoni al *airrentotpi
just done out of the goomlhess o
paid gimmicks funded by the American public. Thanks to
Senators John McCain and Jeff Fator bringing this to our
attentionand questioning the appropriateness of doing so

56Mark Hyman! yGAf LG 1 dzZNIAY ! YSNAOIFQa hoasS:
How It Harms Our KidBoston: Beacon Press, 200804-105.

527Hyman 108.

20 ¢ KS DNBIF{GSald az2ziAdridArzyltt {LISSOKSa
http://www.complex/sports.com.html

59| auraBarrof 2 LJST YR ¢NJ} @Aa 21 fRNRYy®d at Sy
Million of Taxpayer Moneyto PfoLJ2 Nlida ¢S Ya F2TheaAf AGl 1
Huffington PostNov. 4, 2015attp://www.huffpost.com/us.html.
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WRESTLING:

Media depictions of what it means to be a man are
increasingly problematic. To avoid public ridicule, men are
trained by media to avoid being vulneralbleand violence is
part of t hat taught cul tur al n
violence in America, we need to understand the growing
connection made in our societyon both an individual and a
systemic level between being a man and being violent. And
we neel to understand how this has produced disastrous results
for American s o%iMen and bmys inaur wh o |
society are facing a crisis because violent depictions of
manhood teach them to use violence as the best problem
solving tool from an early ageand those around theifin
influenced by the same media sourgesict to regulate any
deviation from this way of behaving. Tune in to The World
Wrestling Federation, now called World Wrestling

Entertainment (the WWE), whi ch
progams every weekéwith 4.5 mil]
watchingé[earning] millions of

mer chandi si Ry These pratucts tingludé action
figures whose muscles are subs
past.

Male superheroes and their weapons have grown in size
over the year$ as seen in video games, professional wrestling,
and action filmg while female bodies are shrinking. The effect
of these depictions is that anorexia among girls and women and

SOWSNBYeE 91 NLJ FyR WHOlaz2y YIGT & a¢2dAak
/I NAaAa Ay al aoO deediay¥dudadon Folindefién DdzA RS @ ¢
http://www.mediaed.org.html Page 7.

BIgutWKEF f £ & | yR WEO1&a2y YIOl & a2 NBalf Ay:
. GG SNR y 3 o¢ MalidzEducatibomNFoyhda@oNA LIG @
http://www.mediaed.org.html Pages 3.
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steroid &use by boys and men is on the ris& Masculine
codes of being heroic only through an imposing cruelty are seen
by eightyear old boys watching as bulked up male figures
abuse scantily clad Barbie doll types. New narratives in
wrestling include women aneéffeminate men as a way of
increasing gendered violence and making those presented as
straight, tough wrestlers seem even more masculine. These
story |lines use women (and men
as the enemies of masculine men and make it seemtlzes
violence against them is justified; therefore, audiences howl and
clap as a woman is hit, the crowd calls her a slut over and over
again, and the announcer says she/they enjoyed the &buse.
The story lines reflect the larger problem of intimidatagainst
women and others a major health concerlin so society needs

to question the role of this scripted but realking
entertainment.

CHILD BEAUTY PAGEANTS:

Television has promoted a number of reality shows
revolving around child [read: mogthirl] beauty pageants: WE
T.V.06s ALittle Miss Perfect,o T
and Ti aras, 0 The CWb s ACr owne
Pageants, 06 TLCO6s AKing of t he
pageant prep team, and AHere Co
with iDance Moms, 0 these progr ams
moms and exhausted, overly mage girls. An inordinate
amount of time and money are spent in pursuit of the crown,

LWESNBYE 91 NLJ | yR Wk Ololagrge/Medih @ndi the 6 ¢ 2 dz3 K
/I NAaAa Ay al &0 dredia¥dudaton Folindzén DdzA RS ®¢
http://www.mediaed.org.html Page 12.

583 dzii WKIFffe& yR WHOl1&a2y YIdl o a2 NBaift
. GG SNR y 3 o¢ MalidzEducatibomNFoyhda@oNA LIG @
http://www.mediaed.org.html
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resulting in outof-whack budgets for households paying
thousands for pageant dressepray tans, false eye lashes and
hair pieces. Girls are being raised thinking their beauty is all
important; therefore, academic, athletic, and family time take a
backseat as rehearsal of routines becomes paramount.

Heightened expectations of pareng dranslate to low
sefesteem for the majority who d
that power and happiness do not come to women through active
pursuit and assertive engagement with life, but rather through
obedience, servitude, patience, and, ultimatelypuph the
magic of cosmetic make v e ¥*Modern beauty pageants are
reversing decades of feminist work and reinforcing gender
stereotypes, sending the wrong
who now have a distortion of body image, often resulting in
anorexia, épression, and loss of seifteem.

The Miss America Pageant pro
[are] beginning their teen years what to aspire to: beauty, poise,
talent, and intelligence. But these qualities really [boil] down to
doll-like beauty, an unceeg smile, an interest in a social issue
t hat [reinforces] for the audi e
television shows which attract
contests in disguisd mer i cab6s NgThd Bachalgp Mo d «
For Love or MoneyWho Wats to Marry My Dad? Sports
lllustrated Swimsuit ModelOutback Jackand The Swanare
just a few of the shows that line beautiful women up for
choosing and do a versio®w of t

534 Elwood Watson and Darcy Martin, eds¢ KSNBE { KS LazX aAiaa
t2f AGAOA 2F {SEX . SI d&amaus PageRiNew OS Ay
York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2004), 153.

535Sharon Lamb, Ed.D., and Lyn Mikel Brown, BRhBkaging Girlhood:
wSaOdzAy3 hdzNJ 51 dz3K{ SNEb SANB,Y2 N WJ {SHid® Nl
Griffin, 2006), 99.00.
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This newlypackaged, but antiquated programming continues
the parading of women and girls as nothing more than
specimens meant to appear in spectacle.

Ironically, the rules for competition in a ®eDiego
pageant Which follow exactly those at the natidniavel), a
Mi ss America ©preliminary, requi
have been convicted of a crime of moral turpitude [in what
previous century did this wording originate?]; must not have
appeared nude in any photo, movie, video, publication or event
and must agree not to appear in such during the year of
competition in the Fairest of the Fair/Miss San Diego County
competition; must be female, single, have never been married,
never been a mother, and Sthust b
It is interesting hat these women are not allowed nudity, yet
they are forced to saunter on stage as close to-rsaiel as a
person can be withu t Sshowi ng onandtlser bel |
rule); it is even more telling, perhaps, that one is not allowed to
have given birth to ahdld, the veryi supposedly cherished
pool from which the pageants feed.

P.T. Barnum, circus magnate extraordinaire, started
hosting baby shows I n 1855, i
categories as the o6finest twin,
ba b y >%’60¥er a four day period, the shows attracted over
sixty thousand peopll &ss fAdclard,e-
iinspired a song sheet >8@hBarnun
shows of yesteryear may have sparked fond thoughts of

536 Sarah BanetVeiser.The MostBeautiful Girl in the World: Beauty
Pageants and National IdentifBerkeley: University of California Press,
1999), 51.

537 eRoyAshby With Amusement For All: A History of American Popular
Culture Since 183Qexington: The University Press of Kentuck§06), 51.
538 Ashby 51.
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motherhood and cooing cHilr e n yet todayods
hardly wholesome fun; rather, the stage is set for something
more like a Las Vegas showgirl revue. Child beauty pageants
exist around the globe, but France recently proposed making it
il egal t o fAhel pthoseundepage ssxgen o r
to participate in a pageant because they no longer wished to see
the sexualization of their young girl8*® The United States
perpetuates ondimensional views of women and girls which
harms men and boys as well in creating falseasgmtations of

what it means to be a person.

Child beauty pageants are a rotthd-clock pursuit for
over 300,000 children in the U.S. and it is a fbiion dollar
per year industry>*® These pageants are linked to adult female
beauty pageants, sinateany are called fAyou:
pr og riaome 85,000 local, state, and national competitions
feed into several national contestsvhich prepare the girls for
the big pageants entered in one
one starts, the greatehance to become properly groomed and
trained for the big time in contests like the prized Miss America
Pageant>*! Yet early entry requires a hefty budget.

This latest fad has spawned a burgeoning industry:
There are talent coaches, pageant photographesmotion and
business managers, wardrobe designers, and hair designers all
wanting to be a part of the festivities. There are movies
revolving around the pageant wo

¥ yyrK aASiod a1 2¢ /KAfR . Stdzie tI 3St
dressestocondra-da O NRA LJG S+ aSx GKS S@2ftdziazy 27F
Vocativ: Culturehttp://www.vocativ.com.html

5041 g2dzi ¢2RRfSNE YR ¢AIFINraové ¢KS [ S|
http://www.tlc.discovery.com.html

541 Judy AlterBeauty Pageants: Tiaras, Roses, and Run{\g'& York:

Franklin Watts, 1997 9-11.
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which follows the paths of two fivgear old girls, Broo& and

Asi a, as they walk down the r.
Babies at 17,0 a look at?®>®the s
Independent magazines also exist for pageant contestants and

their families along withhow o publ i cations | ik

Powe to Win,o0o the book @A101 Se
Pageants, o and the Alnté&¥ nati on

Over the years, the Miss America Pageant has seen
varying degrees of popularity and had its share of controversy.
The aforementioned beaty contest began as the Fall Pageant in
1921 in Atlantic City, New Jersey, as a way of extending tourist
visits. The contest has often been criticized as objectifying
women, and some still find it degrading that women must have
a talent, be judged in anturious evening gown, and even, of
course, in a bathing suit. Pageant officials felt that having the
women take off their heels and walk barefoot during the
swimsuit competition made the women look less like sex
objects. Another criticism of the pageast that it did not
represent minorities. Pageant officials say that the bylaws stated
that all races were allowed to join; still, it was 1970 before an
African-American was named Miss lowa, and it was not until
1983 that the first Africasimerican Miss Amdca was
crowned>*

Another complaint is the emphasis on -tdghioned
etiquette and focusing on beauty as representing an ideal
woman/girl. This beauty is often attained using unnatural
methods: hair dying, wigs, and hair extensions and weaves; fake

24t | Ay ( Stittp:/Awawip&riiedbabies.net.html

543 Judy AlterBeauty Pageants: Tiaras, Roses, and Run{\g& York:
Franklin Watts, 1997), 167.

544 Alter, 35-37.
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tann n g ; Aflippers, o0 an insert wh
ot her extensive dent al wor Kk ; co
bust size, reduce celltd, and minimize nose size; laser hair
removal; false eyelashes, etc. Caked on mgkes encouraged
even in child pageants which claim they desire a natural look.
And | etds not forget that hair s
lung cancer>*®

This is fine for adults who willingly give consent to
endure these prodares, but not for children who have just
been born. Parents should not have the right to thrust such
treatment onto their children, but legally they do have the right.
It is troubling that a child has no right to say no to being entered
in a pageant. The parents of these children say that if the
children tell them they no longer wish to participate, they will
be allowed to stop. Yet these are the same parents who are
subjecting their children to grueling rehearsal schedules, and a
baby cannot utter words to explain discontent.

The average scheduli®r youngsters on the pageant
track is daunting: practicing routines, hair and mage
makeovers, fittings for clothes, tanning, learning to walk
correctly, etc. Some children/infants have make applied
while they are sleeping because they are so tofen, siblings
of contestants are asleep on parents as well. The emphasis on
onedbs appearance rules out | ea
inside a person is what matters. In addition, children are
spending the bulk of their time trying to please paremtshe
pressure of parental expectations is exceptional. All children
want to participate in whatever it is that their parents find fun or

4gp NBlFazya OKAf R LIFhaVBdekMadh 14,1882. 6 R T2
http://www.theweek.com.html
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important, bu even when they are doing their bésmnore is
constantly demanded of them.

Being told what they ardoing wrong consistently must
take a toll. One educational psychology professor says that in
addition to children perceiving that the route to success and
popul arity is through oneds | oc
that their beauty makes them bettarttsomeone else. She also
cites jealousy and envy as potential psychological difficulties.
She says that some adults push their children to win as a way of
gaining prestige and small children should not have adult
pressures. A We ar e dhikelreny theirg S 0|
childhood, which is sonméthing vy

Retouched photos of girls and babies make them look
like robotic dolls with digitally enlarged eyes, porcelain skin,
and more pouty lips. It is popular among pageant parents to
have alls made which resemble their children. The message is
clear: Society adores its children, or rather, its perfect children
who resemble adults. The other message appears to be that
everybody loves a winner, particularly pageant parents, who
encourage chilren to keep their eyes on the prize. Sadly, out of
two thousand contestants for the Miss America Pageant, for
example, only fifty will be chosen; out of those, only ten
finalists; and of those, only one winner. The chances of winning
become smaller as &itd rises to teen years.

Many parents believe so strongly in promoting their
offspring in such an exploitative manner that they are willing to
spend a fortune in time and money on the pursuit. This level of
importance overrides all else in the househatdl devotion can

a3l NO wlyaF2NR® at NPFTS&aa2NJ dBaka o6 S| dzi
State University Newscente2/17/1997.
http://www.bsu.edu/news/article.html
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become completely obsessive. Pageant parents have a tendency

to keep their homes, other family members, and bank accounts

in chaos trying to keep up with what is required. Bathing suits
forfourhundred doll ars (nepthemimg nb
place on tiny bodies), and evening gowns fetching a thousand
dollars, add up fast. That parents and grandparents are willing to
usurp so much energy and funding from themselves and other
family members indicates there are few personal goalshéor

adults in charge.

The answer from both the industry and pageant parents
is that they hope to send their children to college with a
scholarship, but what they just paid for that glitz dress could
buy a fullsemester class at a local college. Propanehthese
contests state that the girls learn important elements, including:
the thrills of competition; sel€onfidence boosting; expertise in
public speaking; how to wiand presumably how to lgsdow
to earn a beauty pageant scholarg@hough if given more
time on academic work, an acaderbased scholangp would
be more of a definite)how to handle pressure; how to assert
oneds self; how to make frienc
common reason given by pageant mothers is that they want
their little girls to have an opportunity they never had the
chance to enjoy; thus, there is a seetmnomic component in
attempting an upper class pursuit and linking with the royal. It
i sndét just pageant s: Many f amil
lessons (dancepiano, horseback riding, etc.) as a way of
providing luxuries never afforded the parents as children.

As mentioned, France has been brave enough to attempt
to ban child beauty pageants for their hypexualization of
children after a debate wasessp k ed by a AFrench
spread in 2010 showing a-y@ar old girl pouting provocatively
in high heels, tight clothes, and heavy makd could the U.S.
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follow suit? Probably not since participating in a single
competition costs between $3000 td88 and none of the big
businesses which have been established around these
competitions would want to lose those investments but
especially because the shows are thought of as appropriate
American entertainment?’

As these childreri mainly girls 1 endue potentially
problematic perceptions of body image now and later, a loss of
selfesteem, and physical and mental exhaustion, one wonders
about the risks involved in encouragement of the male gaze and
whether any gatkeepers are in place to check memberthe
audience who may target children. Obviously, anyone can view
videotaped performances by pageant children which can easily
be watched vialnternet sources like YouTube or pageant
websites directly. AGirls invol
sexuality by their makep, their clothes, the routines they
perform, their whole demeanor, and it is the very innocence of
these children that is beingxse a | i°# @rk .assumes that
parents and tour organizers do not see it that way, since often
children are encouraged to sing and dance to provocative lyrics.
Many parents tell t heir i ttl e
completion of a song with flirtatiodgrics or when gesturing in
sexy adult poses; it is interesting to note the similarity between
t he wor ds Asexyo and Asassy. 0
consequences of promoting a sexual image on youth, especially
when regular television programming encouratfes princess
scenario for young women viewed through the male gaze in
shows | i ke AThe Bachelorette. o

TaA0KSttS 1SIHfted G/ 2dzf R OKAEtR 0S|I dzii @
USA TodaySept. 25, 201 ttp://www.usatoday.com.html

W2 f I Yy R/ KI NI S datty Ragebritsf Empdwefrient/ok A f R

{ SEdzl t AThe GuardtayMéay 27, 200%http:/quardian.co.uk.html
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and child has been blurred, with potentially dangerous
consequences. Society needs to examine why U.S. parents and
officials are insisting their children look decade older than
they are, becausshildren are not miniature adults.

GENDERED CLOTHING:

Our perception that child beauty pageants are a small
part of the society and that th
is incorrect. The result is sexissthi rt s at J. C. P
Al 6m too pretty to do homewor k,
meo or the bright pink AMy Bes
Musi c, D8 Similanly,gmeésages like the light pink
ABorn o aWeadso versus the blue
Bro Super Her oo ar ebementastoudle d t c
and indicate that little girls are destined to be divas at any cost.

50 Not only do these-shirts minimize the potential of our
children by defimg them before they have a chance to define
themselves, but they perpetuate the sexual binary by once again
pitting men/boys against women/
it for a boy or a girl?06 when
are segregated betweemose for girls and boys in most toy

stores, it seems in order to remember that blue and pink were

not gender signifiers until the ®0century. 55! Since then,
marketers have worked fast to encourage a gendered division,

59/ | NRf ey w2oSNlazyo aw toadDRPEE @i aSEA
BabyCenterAugust 31, 201http://blogs.babycenter.com.html

50 ALy Ol LEWNB2USEA®RI OF F LIHQ¥hitsbrNBy G&a &
girls who love diamonds and shoppigfput hate maths; and boys who

f 23S &L3R NI | JHe D& dzhilD6IKuG 20R3S & o ¢
http://www.dailymail.co.uk.htm|

Slg2 KSY 5AR DANI & SmihsoN@EnAGilT/20mL.y 3 t Ay ] KE
http://www.smithsonianmag.com.html
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few males are willing to admit thegve pink, and girls are left
to be nothing more than painted dolls.

CHI LDRENG6S NUTRI TI ON:

Advertising for clothes is only part of the problem,
because ads for food are also taking a toll and, of course, a child
canodot think and | earn without
and diet of American children is the worst human history has
ever known the result of which is heart disease, high blood
pressure, diabetes, and other mental and physical aberrations.
More foods and beverages are available than ever before, but
the types and choices are contributing htealth failure in
children at astartling rate. No one would have guessed that
advances in food production would, in fact, harm children in
record numbers, but this is what is occurring.

Some would argue that variety in food choices is
helping children, but this greater variety is produceugh
factory farming and alternate growing techniques which are
harmful. Members of the European Union, which will not allow
geneticallymodified food from the U.S., are paying a premium
for their sustenance. No one really knows the ramifications over
time of the relatively inexpensive foodstuffs commonly
available for American children.

Though food prices remain reasonable, the United States
introduced geneticallynodified products into its market some
time ago with no upheaval because there was mnaress
coverage or education regarding suClurently, foods which
are irradiated or genetically modified have no warning label to
inform consumers of their presen¢&esticides on foods grown
in the U.S. abound, and an even bigger source of pesticide and
insecticide poisoning may exist on foods from other countries,
which may or may not be regulated for allowable amounts.
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Crops are full of pollutants from acidic raitifeDue to factory

farming, there is added potential for disease from contamination

in large processing plantdlany additives and colorings in
processed foods are causing allergic reactions in children and
others. Too many foods the most frequently adviesed i

contain high fructose corn syrup, hydrogenated fats, enriched
whole wheat flour (wheat which has been stripped of its original
vitamins and minerals), and other synthetics which are
contributing to weight gain and disease. Hormones and
antibiotics are fed to animals which then are transferred to
Americabds meat and dairy suppl
early maturation in todayés you
want to drink carbonated soft drinks, rather than-tatvmilk,

fruit juice, or wder, which is causing them to gain
unprecedented amounts of weight. Obesity is linked to the
amount of food advertisements children see and marketers
scheme with toy and movie producers to attract children to
high-calorie restaurants with toys. These peoh$ are taking a

toll on Americads Ilittlest cons

Corporate Influences:

In the early 1970s, soda machines were introduced to
campuses; not coincidentally, this was also the onset of weight
gain in children living in the United States. Schools were
previously a harbor for academic pursuits, as well as beacons of
independence yet, during this era, business and academic
worlds mingled. In cafeterias across the nation, twenty percent
of campuses have braméme products. In grades kindergarten
through hidp school, over twenty thousand feature vending
machines. School campuses gave an estimated $750 million to
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the vending machine industry in 19972 Schools actually
encourage students to drink soda via the message: Drink soft
drinks and support your schodf.soft drink companies were

not on campuses, the number of students drinking soda would
go down.>**>*Wi t h the help of General
Tops for Educationdo progr am, st
to ingest the worst of additive i ¢ h f & adl ferget thoset 0
candy bar, gift wrap, and greenery for the holidays campaigns.
And dondét be surprised i f your
on a field trip. The eventual result of this business connection
has not been just soda and snack machimgssporting events,

book fairs, and fundraiser promotions by brarane food
products, and even advertising of unhealthy products on
Channel One televisions during class tifté.

Channel One, with its Zfhinute current events
programming (which includetsvo minutes of advertising), is in
forty percent of American secondary schdobnd is now being
placed on buse§ and ZapMe runs their
computer screens for at least four hours per day (in 1400
schools nationwide) in exchange for givirgheols free Internet
browsing software>®> Companies are even sending products for
use as teaching tools (using M&Ms to teach kids how to count,

%52 Deron R. Boyle$Schools or Markets?: Commercialism, Privatization, and
SchooBusiness Partnershifslahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum Associated,
2005), 23.

58 Susan LinrConsuming Kids: Protecting Our Children From the Onslaught
of Marketing and Adversing(New York: Anchor Books, 2005), 86.

554 Juliet B. SchoBorn to Buy(New York: Scribner, 2004), 121.
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for example). Not only are graimased companies sponsoring
curricula through incentive programs but fésbd chains are
also invested in food dominatioP?® Some schools even give
certificates to local restaurants as prizes for getting on the
principal ds | ist.

And no wonder there is such an effort to recruit children
as consumer s: A'Sc h oo Unitekl iStdtes [ e |
spend between $115 billion annually and influence an
additional $160 billion ™A spel
Further, Afteenagers spend $57 b
year and $36 bill i on %Schodshei r
increasingly desperate for funding have entered into exclusive
agreements with soft drink companies (in order to keep
competitors out) and have weven
and class time to media companies in exchange for television
equipment or Interre s o f t°W aFree . storeboards,
marquees, and technological equipnieatiding up to hundreds
of thousands of dollaré are hard to turn down when school
budgets are being cut. As previously noted, since school
funding is largely dependent on property éax schools in
poorer areas are already behind in funding. As parents
contribute less because of a weakened economy, marketers and
schools are turning to the kids.

Marketing firms have increased advertising targeted
toward children. From 1980 to 2004dvertisers increased

556 Juliet B. SchoBorn to BuyNew York: Scribner, 2004), 121.
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spending on chil dr dundred maliohvoe r t
fifteen billion a year, 15,000 percerti® As a result, kids in
America see about 40,000 commercials a year on television
alone, many for unhealthy food choicé® fi S o mentriesp

like Sweden and Norway, have banned ads that target children,
and others are consPdBatrin theg a
United States, when eiglgear olds were asked if they would
rather have their fathers, teachers, grandparents, Ronald
McDonald, or Tony the Tiger accompany them on an outing,
they chose the latter two. Between 1977 and 1996, fast food
diets for children increased threendred percent. Since
genetics account for only twenfive to forty percent of their
body weight, a minimum fosixty percent is influenced by the
environment.®®® What we see, we eat. And the inclusion of a
toy doesnét hurt

U.S. companies move factories across borders because
doing so allows them to avoid the majority of taxes. The

business alliance between Digne Cor por ati on and

is highly successful. The two opened a factory in Vietnam
which exposes young women to terrible work conditions.
Seventeetyear old girls who work for ten hours a day, and earn

560 John deGraaf, David Wann, and Thomas H. Naiffiuenza: The All
Consuming Epidem{&an Francisco: Berreioehler Publishers, Inc., 2005),
55.

%61 Susan LinrConsuming Kids: Protecting Our Children From the Onslaught
of Marketing and Adertising(New York: Anchor Books, a division of
Random Housepack cover
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(London: Praeger, 2005), 1-226.
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six cents an hour, make Disney character toysMoerDonal d 0 s
Happy Meals. In February 1997, tiindred of the young
women got sick from exposure to toxic chemicals while trying

to earn their $4.20 per seveisiigur a week salary. Twenfive
collapsed and some were taken to the hospftaDne wonders

abaut the message our culture is sending to other parts of the
world, not to mention to our own children.

Whil e theydre gulping down
foll owi ng: AJunk food chains, I
under attack from major environmentgoups in the U.S. and
other developed countries because of their environmental
impact. Intensive breeding of livestock and poultry for such
restaurants leads to deforestation, land degradation, and
contamination of water sources and other natural resauroe
every pound of red meat, poultry, eggs, and milk produced,
farm fields lose about 5 Ibs. of irreplaceable top soil. The water
necessary for meat breeding comes to about 190 gallons per
animal per day, or 10 times what a normal Indian family is
suppe ed to use in one d®Weard f it
complicit in damaging the planet every time we go through a
drive-thru. Consumption is evgresent in American minds.

The nation is spooefed a list of mushaves from an
unregulated corporate hachy. If you slide through that mock
Italian café corporate coffee house after dropping the kids off at

school, check out this ambierber e a k e r : AThe $
Americans shell out for a latte at Starbucks is equivalent to the
daily wage of a Central Amerina cof f ee pi cker . F

heartstopper, specially designed for the rgwurmet coffee

564 Joe L. Kinchelo@he Sign ofthe BEISNY a 052yl ft RQ& | yR (F
Power(Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2002), 67.

565vandana Shivastolen Harvest: The Hijacking of the Global Food Supply
(Cambridge: South End Press, 2000)7Z0
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drinker. Those $3.95 cans of Maxwell House and Folgers you
pick up at your | ocal super mar Kk
bought for around a quarter and come froonporate farms that

use environmentally poisonous pesticides and -@detforests

to produce t he hi®yWheastt6 sp otshsei bd re
Fair Trade <coffee has enabl ed
doubl e so that Amore t haping 500,
nations are now | i vi°%ffodardamyv e t
that places like Starbucks carry only Fair Trade coffee is a good

way to make that delicious beverage easier to swallow;
somehow, Mc Donal d6s restaurant ¢
trade, so Wy is the U.S. exempt from this policy?

Corporate leaders are known for one thing: Increasing
profits. As James U. McNeal, professor of marketing at Texas
A&M, sai d: AThere are only two
Either you switch them to your brand you grow them from
birth. o Another famous quot e,
Wayne Chilicki: AWhen it comes
we at General Mills follow the Proctor and Gamble model of
6cradle to grave.® We bevngeve i
t hem f &% Thi$ typle ef.thinking is working incredibly
well. Maybe this unethical stance would fare better if the
products themselves were of good quality; sadly, this is not the
case.

It is clear that the foods most popular with children are
causing them harm. One of the problems facing youth is ADHD

66¢ | YI NI {GN)Ydzad® a{ dF NbdzO]l & Oigahicd- A 3y
Consumers Associatiobl Nov. 2007.
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diagnosing, and the most likely cause is food additives.
Preservatives, synthetic colorings, and flavorings, which are all
in processed foods, increase hyperactivity and may lead to a
doctor or shool official proclamation of ADHDi and then
comes the medication. The fact is there have been many studies
which confirm that when diets no longer contain synthetic color
additives, hyperactivity is minimized. Excitability, restlessness,
irritability, short attention span, and aggressiveness are all
behaviors linked to synthetic food additivé®® Scientists and
researchers are trying to decipher which are the worst culprits.
For years, many have worried about the safety of terrain,
caffeine, and monosadin glutamate, all often used to flavor,
color, or preserve food. Many countries have banned certain
additives, but others have néf° Recent studies propose that it

is the cocktail consumed via combination of processed food
with soft drinks which could beontributing to behavioral
problems>"t

As if these types of difficulties were not enough, the
food-processing industry is using Olestra, just the beginning of
synthetic creations meant to help society lose weight;
conversely, it presents another probleemal seepage®’
Embarrassing though that might be, an incredible seventeen
percent of the teen population in the United Stataed one in

569 Randall Fitzgerald@:he Hundreerear Lie: How to Protect Yourself from
the Chemicals that are Destroying Your Heflitndon: Penguin Books,
2006), 45.

570 Sue PalmerToxic Childhood: How the Modéorld is Damaging Our
Children and What We Can Do Abouyt.itndon: Orion, 2006), 28.

51 palmer 29.

572 Raj PatelStuffed and Starved: The Hidden Battle for the World Food
System(Brooklyn: Melville House Publishing, 2007), 279.
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seven childreni is obese®”® This problem is a racial and class
issue as well. The poor and people of color livenmironments
which make them more likely to become obese, but the wealthy
white have greater access to fresh foods which are nutritious
and lower in fat and salt. In the neighborhoods of people of
color and the poor, fagbod restaurants are concentratedst
heavily. >4 This subjects great numbers to diabetes, high blood
pressure, heart problems, and early, preventable death.

Pesticides are another difficulty facing youth, since tiny
bodies are more easily affected by poisons, and it is proven that
children are healthier when their diets are organic. Tests in 2002
found that pesticide residues concentrate in children who eat
conventionally grown foods; as expected, these residues were
six to nine times higher than in children who were given an
organic diet When exposed to high levels of organophosphorus
pesticides, children are at high risk for brain and bone cancer
and for childhood leukemi&’® For every person in the nation,

America now uses five pounds of pesticide active ingredients.
576

Perhaps an ewebigger problem is genetically altered,
modified, and engineered foods and crops. More than half of the
planted acreage in the United States is genetically modified
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Basic Books, 2003), 126.
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System(Brooklyn: Melville House Publishing, 2007), 269.
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Books, Inc., 2006), 75.
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varieties. In 2000, Taco Bell was caught using a genetically
modified corn not approved byhe USDA for human
consumption in their brand taco shells. This led to a nationwide
recall of corn products which verified this, but no one
mentioned the substantial amount of genetically modified foods
already approved by the EPA, FDA, and USDAIn 199, the

FDA approved marketing genetically modified foods; by 2001,
twenty-six percent of corn and sixgight percent of soybeans
planted in the United States were genetically modified varieties.
On grocery store shelves, sixty percent of processed foods
contain transgenic corn and soybean ingredieAt§. But

| abeling wonot indicate that
Monsanto, Cargill, and DuPont force farmers to use their GMO
patented seeds, which means they are coming to own the
worl dés f(od supply.

Another difficulty facing the nation is the overuse of
antibiotics on the animals relied upon for food. As early as
1989, a branch of the National Academy of Sciences warned
that the use of antibiotics by factory farmers would create
antibiotic resistant &cteria that would negatively affect human
health. %8 That day has come. Cofad diets of cattlei as
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opposed to hajed dietsi and not allowing the animals to roam
the pasture, lsresulted in a new, dangerous strainEofcoli
called E. coli O157 This would not have evolved in the
stomachs of cows had they been gifesk In addition, factory
farming does not allow the animals to move away from their
own feces, which they would naturally prefer. As a result of
having to stand in feces, diseases areipiyihg. *8! So, meat
processing giants in the United States have come up with a
solution to fight the problems which come from their own
practices of making animals stand in feces and among carcasses
of fellow beasts (who have died often as a result ofex¢gind
whose bodies are sometimes fed to surviving cattle or added to
dog food): Food irradiation.

In order to create highly charged, radioactive beams
using Cesium 137 or Cobalt 60, facilities which irradiate have
walls that are six feet thick. It is kmtary whether companies
wish to label irradiated meat. The members of meatpacking and
fastfood conglomerates, called The Beef Industry Food Safety
Counci |, have asked tdhangedtd he t
icol d pas %As it standst thedbA has approved
many types of foods for irradiation stating that the process
controls insects, delays sprouting and ripening, preserves food,
prevents foodborne iliness, and sterilizes. Using one of three
approved methodis gamma rays, Xays, and electroheamsi
the FDA approves the following for irradiation: beef and pork;
poultry; molluscan shellfish (oysters, clams, mussels, and
scallops); shell eggs; fresh fruits and vegetables; spices and
seasonings; and seeds f oBuksprou

581 Nina PlanckReal Food: What to Eat and W{iyew York: Bloomsbury,
2006), 102.

582 Eric Schisser.Fast Food Nation: The Dark Side of thedalerican Meal
(New York: Harper Perennial, 2005), 218.
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foods, such as fruits and vegetables, are required to be
individually labeledor to have a label next to the sale container.

The FDA doesot require that individual ingredients in multi
ingredient foods (e.g., spices) be labadé& This means that a

sack of potatoes must be labeled but that cubed potatoes in a
multi-ingredient can of soup does not. Unless your food is
grown by you or is labeled stating r@MO and non
irradiated, you simply dondét kn
childbdés mout h.

In 1997, it was discovered that girls are physically
developing more quickly than ever before. The results of a
survey of 17,000 girls reported that by the age of eight,
approximately one out of every two Afric@merican girls and
one in seven white girls ated puberty with pubic hair and
breast growth. Even more disturbingly, three out of every one
hundred AfricarAmerican girls and one out of every ene
hundred Caucasian girls showed these characteristics by age
three! The only explanation for the onseteairly puberty was
found to be dietary in nature®*

As teens and children try to lose weight in order to avoid
the disdain of a culture which values svelte bodies, many are
given artificial sweeteners. In 1994, a U.S. Department of
Health and Human Sepes report revealed that aspartame, the
artificial sweetener, can cause eigleight toxic symptoms in
humans. Although some of these can cause death, aspartame is
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