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For Alex and the children everywhere: 

May we leave your world in a better state than when we 

arrived. 
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PREFACE:  

ñ10 percent of any population is cruel, no matter what, and 10 percent is 

merciful, no matter what, and the remaining 80 percent can be moved in 

either direction.ò 

- Susan Sontag 

ñWe can never be gods, after all ï but we can become something less than 

human with frightening ease.ò 

- N.K. Jemisin 

ñIn a cruel land, you either learned to laugh at cruelty or spent your life 

weeping.ò 

- Robert Jordan 

ñMore action! Less tears!ò 

- Thee Silver Mount Zion 

 

 I am a daughter. My father joined the Marines at age 

seventeen and caught the tail end of World War II. He lived in 

China for years and was involved in the Korean and Vietnam 

conflicts. My father was a nurse, police officer, and drill 

sergeant who served in two branches of the military ï the 

Marines and the Army. I was born at Fort McPherson in 

Georgia, where my dad ran the OB/GYN clinic, and I lived in 

Yokohama, Japan, for four years during his service. He retired 

after putting in twenty years of duty to our country. My mother 

read Winnie-the-Pooh stories to me and I was delighted with the 

blustery day adventures. I am also a mother. My son was born 

in 1996 and I began taking him to see movies when he was 

about three-years old. This was often a weekly ï and sometimes 

daily ï event. In 2001, I noticed a serious change in content: 

torture in G rated films.  
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 His life began like the lives of many: Dressed in fuzzy 

onesies, his head cautiously cradled, he rested in the perfectly 

chosen crib lined with Beatrix Potter linens. Upon waking, he 

saw hand-painted images of Peter Rabbit and Jeremy Fisher on 

his wall. We gave him the finest clothes, the best of nutrition, 

tons of hugs. As a parent, I did all the things I thought 

imperative: Teaching him to be kind, making sure he knew the 

world was a nice place, reading Goodnight Moon and I Love 

You as Much on a daily basis. I began our collection of Disney 

movies early on, earnestly wanting to share with him my 

memories of Herbie, the anthropomorphic 1963 Volkswagen 

Beetle, from The Love Bug, and Pollyanna, the girl with the 

happy streak who convinces those around her to find reasons to 

be glad.  

 Even before noticing disturbing content in Pixarôs Toy 

Story, we bought the direct-to-video Brave Little Toaster series. 

Despite the adorable voices, bright colors, and catchy songs, we 

sat with dropped jaws as the air conditioner character got so 

upset, he blew up, and we endured the horror trope action where 

horrid scenarios are faced by the anthropomorphized characters 

ï little did I know this was only the beginning of swaying youth 

to appreciate ruthlessness. Violent, cruel, frightening, and 

militaristic images and messages now regularly appear in many 

films made especially for children and youth, including the 

following: A cow having a difficult calf delivery is abandoned 

by her veterinarian in Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs 2 

(PG, 2013); an entire family is placed on a torture rack and 9/11 

imagery of a plane bent on destruction is seen approaching a 

city in The Incredibles (PG, 2004); Buzz Lightyear is shown as 

brutal captor over his friends in the surveillance-laden dystopia 

and prison/concentration camp satire, Toy Story 3 (G, 2010); 

gruesome horror action is presented as a house is taken over by 

the spirit of a woman teased literally to death in Monster House 
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(PG, 2006); women are depicted as psychotics in Ratatouille 

(G, 2007); thereôs a chilling amount of assorted weaponry in 

Despicable Me and Despicable Me 2, as well as subordination 

of non-English speaking workers (PG, 2010, 2013); and 

Maleficent (PG, 2014) basically shows a roofie date rape scene 

where she is drugged and her body viciously violated.      

 Thankfully, my return to college taught me how to be 

media literate; that is, I learned to deconstruct the messages 

raining down on us hourly and I taught this to my son. He is 

now better equipped than most ï including me ï to catch when 

the media tries to scare us and make us mean. This is the answer 

to what I consider the most pressing problem of our time: Learn 

the many ways in which our views are formed and teach what 

you learn to youth. We do not have to be helpless and allow our 

work as parents, educators, and responsible adults to be cast 

aside in favor of the latest video game or television show. I am 

not for censorship of any kind; I, too, love this media, but I do 

think thereôs a problem. Once we show our youngsters what is 

happening, the battle should ease; when the new generation sees 

how they are being manipulated by big media and its obsession 

with brutality, they themselves will take over the work that we 

are starting, and they will want to be a part of creating a more 

caring world. Whether real violence or representations of 

violence, there are well over a thousand studies which state that 

violence ï even between cartoon characters ï is harmful to 

children. Period.        

 Glorification of militarism has real-life implications. In 

addition to the countless on both sides injured and killed during 

wartime, there is another statistic: ñEvery day, 22 veterans take 

their own liveséAs shocking as the number is, it may actually 



iv 
 

be higher.ò 1 And another: ñ[In 2012] there were 349 suicides 

among active duty personnel ï almost one a day. That means 

that there are now more suicides among active duty soldiers 

than there are combat deaths.ò 2 On duty one winter decades 

ago, my father accidentally killed a man he mistakenly thought 

was trying to steal food/weapons from a military storage facility 

in China, having aimed to injure from a great distance. He had 

yelled for him to stop twice in Chinese beforehand. He tried to 

find the family of the man to explain what happened, to 

apologize, and to take care of them the rest of his life but he was 

unable to accomplish that mission. This haunted him all of his 

days. The point is: War takes a toll. My book is ultimately 

dedicated to those who try to do the right thing under difficult 

circumstances and to the humanity in all of us, especially since 

there are fewer and fewer depictions of that humanity for 

children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 aƻƴƛ .ŀǎǳΦ ά±ŜǘŜǊŀƴ ǎǳƛŎƛŘŜǎ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ нн ŀ ŘŀȅΦέ CNN. Updated 
12:08 PM EST Nov. 14, 2013. http://www.cnn.com.html.  
2 aŜƭŀƴƛŜ IŀƛƪŜƴΦ ά{ǳƛŎƛŘŜ wŀǘŜ !ƳƻƴƎ ±Ŝǘǎ ŀƴŘ !ŎǘƛǾŜ 5ǳǘȅ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ WǳƳǇǎ 
ς bƻǿ нн ! 5ŀȅΦέ Forbes. 2/05/2013. http://www.forbes.com.html.  

http://www.cnn.com.html/
http://www.forbes.com.html/


v 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS:   

 There is no way I can adequately thank the countless 

who assisted in my quest to uncover whatôs happening in the 

world of children and in media generally, but I will try. First 

and foremost, my own child must be acknowledged for making 

me aware and for his tireless assistance and patience in dealing 

with a sometimes present, occasionally pleasant mom. 

University of South Florida professors Silvio Gaggi, Robert E. 

Snyder, Daniel Belgrad, Andrew Berish, Elizabeth Bell, 

Kimberly Golombisky, Michelle Hughes Miller, Diane Price-

Herndl, Ednie Garrison, Kersuze Simeon-Jones, and Nancy 

White, and Eckerd College professors Margret Skaftadottir, 

Catherine Griggs, Nathan T. Andersen, and Robert Doody for 

reading, critiquing, and inspiring, and especially Patti Cooksey 

for her unlimited patience. Thanks to the work of Angela Y. 

Davis, Judith Butler, and Michel Foucault who helped me to see 

it all for what it is. Special thanks to my near and far family and 

friends who supported me in every way possible, especially 

financially, while I worked on saving the world as opposed to 

getting a real job. To Steven W. Mock, Physicianôs Assistant 

extraordinaire, for the better title, and for saving my life on 

more than one occasion. To friends at Tampaôs Felicitous and 

Mojo coffee shops who encouraged me daily to keep going. 

And to every other kind, unsuspecting human who listened 

intently to my soapbox speeches while simply there to take my 

train ticket or fix the plugged drain. To these and other heroes 

everywhere who daily do work they believe to be right. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 

 

INTRODUCTION:  

ñThe technique is wonderful. I didnôt even dream it would be so good. But I 

would never let my children come close to the thing.ò 

- Vladimir Zworykin: Comments of the developer of television, 

interviewed on his 92nd birthday, 31 Dec ô81. 

Nick Bilton, interviewer: ñSo, your kids must love the iPad?ò 

Steve Jobs: ñThey havenôt used itéWe limit how much technology our kids 

use at home.ò 

 ñMy kids accuse me and my wife of being fascists and overly concerned 

about tech, and they say that none of their friends have the same 

ruleséThatôs because we have seen the dangers [his list includes harmful 

content, becoming addicted to devices, bullying from other kids] of 

technology firsthand. Iôve seen it in myself, I donôt want to see that happen 

to my kids.ò 

- Chris Anderson, former editor of ñWiredò and now chief executive 

of 3D Robotics, a drone maker. 3 

 

Increased violence, militarism, and cruelty are occurring 

across media: in music videos; in songs on the radio; in 

educational settings, materials, and books for students and the 

general public; in childrenôs health and family realms; on 

television; on the Internet; in newspapers and magazines; in 

print and other advertising; in video games; at sports and other 

promotional events; at science centers and amusement parks; 

and in films for general through mature audiences. This barrage 

of messages thereby significantly affects the American 

population and those who receive these exports. I call this 

phenomenon the Circuit of Cruelty or the Mean Matrix because 

there is a cumulative effect on new generations as multiple 

                                                           
3 Nick .ƛƭǘƻƴΦ ά{ǘŜǾŜ Wƻōǎ ²ŀǎ ŀ [ƻǿ-¢ŜŎƘ tŀǊŜƴǘΦέ The New York Times. 
Sept. 10, 2014. http://www.nytimes.com.html.  

http://www.nytimes.com.html/
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genres pummel them with messages couched in the coolness of 

a business empireôs popular culture. While life seems 

incomplete without entertainment ï and we truly love these 

songs, shows, and films ï U.S. media is changing our collective 

perspective and personality for the worse at an alarming rate.   

I contend that this is part of a collective effort: one-track 

representations of women in music videos; songs which speak 

of death and destruction; classroom activities teaching cruelty; 

television programming which promotes fear-based subject 

matter and unrealistic views of women and minorities; 

tightening control over Internet, newspaper, and magazine 

content which minimizes democracy; women made to look like 

theyôve just been raped and left for dead in ads; mean-spirited 

first-person shooter video games, one actually named ñLeft for 

Dead,ò complete with scary, clinging zombie hand on the cover; 

science centers showing human and animal bodies without skin 

which takes away the uniqueness of creatures; films for adults 

that include gore and dismemberment like Blades of Glory (PG-

13, 2007), in which a shot of a head being chopped off is shown 

repeatedly in between otherwise great comedy, Michael Seraôs 

skewering while very much alive in This Is the End (R, 2013), a 

flying finger in Dinner for Schmucks (PG-13, 2010), a finger 

chopped off in Four Rooms (R, 1995), the severed head and 

multiple finger chopping in The Grand Hotel Budapest (R, 

2014), and decapitation of the giraffe and casual attitude of its 

new owner after the event in The Hangover 3 (R, 2013); and, of 

course, G-rated childrenôs films with torture, militarism, and 

cruelty.  

My intent is not to give a balanced view of media ï 

there are plenty of well-done, kind-hearted programs for 

children and others and there are positive messages even inside 

of problematic media. Itôs not that there arenôt examples of this 
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in earlier media, itôs that it is becoming increasingly difficult to 

find media without such content. My goal is to present the new, 

disturbing trends which are in vogue in American society. 

Though I cite specific examples throughout this book, please 

note that these examples are but a drop in an ocean of similar 

content. Whether you are a parent, a grandparent, or a person 

who knows a child exposed to other children, media, or society 

in general, it is hoped that once you become aware of this 

content, you will begin identifying it in multiple spheres and 

that you will share your findings with friends and family; it is 

also hoped that you will help to create a paradigm shift by 

expressing a wish for exemplary work for kids and others the 

world over; moreover, once you identify what is occurring in 

the world of youth, it is hoped that you will be more aware of 

the ways in which we and the world are being influenced daily.    

When one realizes there are only five media companies 

ï all predominantly conservative ï responsible for most of the 

information we are fed, it seems undeniably intentional that 

they are complicit in promoting such content. 4 The Big Five are 

AOL Time Warner, Disney, Viacom, Bertelsmann, and Rupert 

Murdochôs News Corp; the latter owns or is affiliated with 

twenty-three stations and ñhas a reputation for the network with 

the most violent shows on TV.ò 5 A substantial amount of 

programming is sexist, racist, classist, and bloodthirsty. Is this 

simply a coincidence? ñThis notion that media companies are 

just giving us what the public wants. No, theyôre giving us what 

the media companies want, theyôre giving us what the 

advertisers want, and theyôre packaging it in such a way as to 

                                                           
4 Ben H. Bagdikian. The New Media Monopoly (Boston: Beacon Press, 2004), 
27-54. 
5 Bagdikian, 41.  
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make it sound like itôs our fault and itôs not.ò 6 Perhaps media 

conglomerates are complicit in the promotion of cruelty. 

Whether or not this is actually the case, the effect is the same: 

New generations are being subjected to excessively violent 

content. 

As the line between entertainment and 

violence/militarism blurs, the most evident and devastating 

effects are seen in the world of children. In 2011 ï just two days 

after the disturbing event ï Disney attempted to trademark 

ñSEAL Team 6,ò the title of the elite military force which killed 

Osama bin Laden in order to use it for ñclothing, footwear and 

headwear,ò ñentertainment and education services,ò and ñtoys, 

games and playthings.ò 7 Christmas stockings and snow globes 

are included on the list. Thankfully, protest from the public and 

the Navy stopped their attempt. 8 Then in 2013, they tried to 

trademark Mexicoôs sacred celebration honoring those who 

have died, Day of the Dead, in conjunction with a new Pixar 

film, but online protests stopped that as well. 9 A friend tells me 

sheôs having dreams with graphic killings after watching too 

many CSI shows on TV; another confides she cut herself in 

elementary school after seeing a character on ñDegrassi Highò 

do it. In 1997, a video game playing Kentucky 14-year old 

whoôd never fired a handgun in real life fired eight shots and hit 

                                                           
6 Jennifer Siebel Newsom. Miss Representation. DVD. Perf. Jean Kilbourne, 
Katie Couric, Hillary Rodham Clinton, Geena Davis, Malkia Cyril (San 
CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻΥ DƛǊƭǎΩ /ƭǳō 9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘΣ нлммύΦ  
7 ά5ƛǎƴŜȅ ¢ǊŀŘŜƳŀǊƪǎ Ψ{Ŝŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳ сΣΩ bŀƳŜ ƻŦ ¦ƴƛǘ ¢Ƙŀǘ YƛƭƭŜŘ .ƛƴ [ŀŘŜƴΦέ 
The Huffington Post. 7/14/11. http://www.huffpost.com.html.  
8 ά5ƛǎƴŜȅ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿǎ {Ŝŀƭ ¢ŜŀƳ с ǘǊŀŘŜƳŀǊƪ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ The Guardian. 
Thursday, 26 May 2011. http:// www.theguardian.com.html.  
9 .Ŝƴ /ƘƛƭŘΦ ά5ƛǎƴŜȅ ŘǊƻǇǎ ōƛŘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŘŜƳŀǊƪ 5ŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 5ŜŀŘΦέ The 
Guardian. Wednesday, 8 May 2013. http://www.theguardian.com.html. 

http://www.huffpost.com.html/
http://www.theguardian.com.html/
http://www.theguardian.com.html/
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eight people at his school. 10 School shootings have prompted 

lawsuits from victimsô families who are suing gun 

manufacturers, school and other public officials, parents of the 

shooters, and even the media companies ñthat produce violent 

video games, movies, and websitesò for inducing violence. 11 

Teens call radio request lines and tap their feet to lyrics from 

The Hunger Games: Mockingjay ï Part 1 song, ñThe Hanging 

Tree,ò which include: ñAre you, are you coming to the tree? 

They strung up a man they say who murdered threeé.Wear a 

necklace of rope, side by side with me.ò 12 Meanwhile, a child is 

physically hurt at a ñHunger Gamesò camp at Country Day 

School in Largo, Florida. 13 Kids play ñCall of Duty,ò the first-

person shooter game, on X-box Live with strangers and bond 

through virtual, but realistic melees. An eight-year old 

Louisiana boy shoots and kills his 90-year old relative after 

playing Play Station IIIôs ñGrand Theft Auto IV.ò 14 Two 

Wisconsin twelve-year old girls try to murder their friend to 

prove themselves worthy to Slender Man, an imaginary evil 

Internet character who stalks children. 15 A six-year old girl 

                                                           
10 5ŀǾŜ DǊƻǎǎƳŀƴΦ ά{ǘƻǇ ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ hǳǊ YƛŘǎ ǘƻ YƛƭƭΥ A Call to Action Against 
¢±Σ aƻǾƛŜ ŀƴŘ ±ƛŘŜƻ DŀƳŜ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΦέ Killology. 
http://www.killology.com.html.  
11 ά¢ƘŜ YƛƭƭŜǊ ŀǘ ¢ƘǳǊǎǘƻƴ IƛƎƘΥ ! ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǾƛƭ ƭŀǿǎǳƛǘǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŦƛƭŜŘ ƛƴ 
school shootings, as of JaƴǳŀǊȅ нлллΦέ Frontline. PBS. 
http://www.pbs.org.html.  
12 http://www.metrolyrics.com.html.  
13 [ƛǎŀ DŀǊǘƴŜǊΦ ά!ǘ ΨIǳƴƎŜǊ DŀƳŜǎΩ ŎŀƳǇΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
ΨŘŜŀǘƘΦΩέ Tampa Bay Times. March 11, 2014. 
http://www.tampabay.com.html.  
14 YƛǊƛ .ƭŀƪŜƭŜȅΦ άу-Year-Old Boy Watches Violent Video Game & Kills Elderly 
wŜƭŀǘƛǾŜΦέ The Stir. August 24, 2013. 
http://www.thestir.cafemom.com.html.  
15 !ōƛƎŀƛƭ WƻƴŜǎΦ ά¢ƘŜ DƛǊƭǎ ²Ƙƻ ¢ǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ Yƛƭƭ ŦƻǊ {ƭŜƴŘŜǊ aŀƴΦέ Newsweek. 
August 13, 2014. http://www.newsweek.com.html.  

http://www.killology.com.html/
http://www.pbs.org.html/
http://www.metrolyrics.com.html/
http://www.tampabay.com.html/
http://www.thestir.cafemom.com.html/
http://www.newsweek.com.html/
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throws a tantrum at her Georgia school and is handcuffed, 

arrested, and brought to the local police station. 16 A five-year 

old wrestling champion brags to fellow athletes on his team that 

he hasnôt eaten for a day in his quest to lose weight. 17 And, on 

any given day, three-year olds watch repeatedly as a terrified 

Boo in G-rated Monsters, Inc. is strapped into the torture chair 

screaming ñno,ò one of two words in the toddlerôs limited 

vocabulary. How did we get to this point in American society?

                                                           
16 WǳŘƛǘƘ .ǊƻǿƴŜ 5ƛŀƴƛǎΦ άLƴǘŜǊǊǳǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ-To-tǊƛǎƻƴ tƛǇŜƭƛƴŜΦέ 
!ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ ²ƛǊŜΥ aŀȅƴŀǊŘ aŜŘƛŀ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ƻƴ {ǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŀƭ LƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ. 
http://www.americaswire.org.htmlΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ 9Ǌƛƪ 9ŎƪƘƻƭƳΩǎ New 
York Times ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ !ǇǊƛƭ мнΣ нлмоΥ ά²ƛǘƘ tƻƭƛŎŜ ƛƴ {ŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ aƻǊŜ 
/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ /ƻǳǊǘΦέ http://www.nytimes.com.html. In addition, NoddyΩǎ 
ά¢ŜŀŎƘ ¸ƻǳǊ /ƘƛƭŘ Iƻǿ ǘƻ {ǳǊǾƛǾŜ .ŜƛƴƎ !ǊǊŜǎǘŜŘ ŀǘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦέ WŀƴΦ олΣ нлмн 
at http://www.dailykos.com.html.   
17 Mark Hyman. ¦ƴǘƛƭ Lǘ IǳǊǘǎΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ hōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ²ƛǘƘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ {ǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
How It Harms Our Kids (Boston: Beacon Press, 2009), 102.  

http://www.americaswire.org.html/
http://www.nytimes.com.html/
http://www.dailykos.com.html/
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I.  HISTORY OF U.S. MEDIA:  

ñThose who cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.ò 

- George Santayana, philosopher 

ñAs everyone has observed, there is a mounting level of acceptable violence 

and sadism in mass culture: films, television, comics, computer games. 

Imagery that would have had an audience cringing and recoiling in disgust 

forty years ago is watched without so much as a blink by every teenager in 

the multiplex. Indeed, mayhem is entertaining rather than shocking to many 

people.ò 

- Susan Sontag, ñRegarding the Torture of Others,ò original article in 

the New York Times 

ñThere must have been a moment, at the beginning, where we could have 

said ï no. But somehow we missed it.ò 

- Tom Stoppard 

 

In order to fully understand why these extreme media 

messages matter, we must first understand the link between 

militarism and nationalism. Militarism is defined as ñan 

intensification of the labor and resources allocated to military 

purposes, including the shaping of other institutions in 

synchrony with military goalsé[as well as] the shaping of 

national histories in ways that glorify and legitimate military 

action.ò 18 Popular culture is spilling over with these militaristic 

ideals. Henry A. Giroux has identified that clothes, popular 

film, ñHummers,ò video games, military recruiting, and even 

schools have become militarized zones of surveillance: ñThe 

not-so-hidden curriculum here is that kids cannot be trusted and 

that their rights are not worth protecting. At the same time, they 

                                                           
18 /ŀǘƘŜǊƛƴŜ [ǳǘȊΦ άaŀƪƛƴƎ ǿŀǊ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΥ aƛƭƛǘŀǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦέ American Anthropologist 104, no. 3 (2002): 723. 
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are being educated to passively accept military sanctioned 

practices organized around maintaining control, surveillance, 

and unquestioned authority, all conditions central to a police 

state.ò 19 Coinciding with militarism is nationalism, and how the 

priming of national identification can encourage sentiments and 

actions which would not be tolerated during times of peace. 

Qiong Li and Marilynn B. Brewer explain how this is occurring 

during the ñwar on terrorò and the difference between patriotism 

and nationalism:  

Of particular concern is the question of whether 

identification with oneôs country ï in the form of 

national attachment, pride, and loyalty ï is or is not 

necessarily associated with derogation and contempt of 

nations and cultures other than oneôs ownéOn the 

downside, high levels of national identification 

(ñhypernationalismò) have been associated with 

authoritarianism, intolerance, and warmongering. The 

differentiation between the positive and negative 

manifestations of national identification is represented in 

social psychology by drawing a distinction between 

ópatriotismô and ónationalism,ô with the former 

connoting pride and love for country and the latter 

referring to chauvinistic arrogance and desire for 

dominance in international relations. 20                                        

When we reach past the elements of entertainment (animation, 

comedy, etc.) and look at media through the lens of 

contemporary warmongering and warfare ï surveillance, 

                                                           
19 IŜƴǊȅ !Φ DƛǊƻǳȄΦ ά²ŀǊ ƻƴ ¢ŜǊǊƻǊΥ ¢ƘŜ aƛƭƛǘŀǊƛȊƛƴƎ ƻŦ tǳōƭƛŎ {ǇŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ 
/ǳƭǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΦέ Third Text 18, no. 4 (2004): 213.  
20 vƛƻƴƎ [ƛ ŀƴŘ aŀǊƛƭȅƴƴ .Φ .ǊŜǿŜǊΦ ά²Ƙŀǘ 5ƻŜǎ Lǘ aŜŀƴ ǘƻ .Ŝ ŀƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΚ 
tŀǘǊƛƻǘƛǎƳΣ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƛǎƳΣ ŀƴŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ LŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ !ŦǘŜǊ фκммΦέ Political 
Psychology 25, no. 5 (2004), 728.  
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military action, cruelty, torture ï we recognize that nationalism 

is often the core message.   

Media has long been used to promote all types of 

messages: holidays help promote patriotic and religious themes; 

music is a tool that encourages sentimentality; the big and small 

screens are used to establish particular ways of viewing the 

world; and the school setting is ripe for indoctrination of certain 

lifestyle choices. Media and its violence are not new problems ï 

parents and others have long complained about content. But the 

types and intensity of violence have suddenly changed and there 

have been drastic shifts in technological format such that 

younger audiences are being exposed to it repeatedly. Letôs look 

at some historical examples of how propaganda has been used 

to affect the general population.      

MUSIC:  

 Music has always been used to get across messages, as 

both a source for stirring revolutionary anti-government 

thinking and as a sentimental tool for war support. ñYankee 

Doodleò comes to mind as a current childhood favorite which 

originated during the American Revolution. 21 Originally a 

camp-meeting hymn, the Civil War song, ñBattle Hymn of the 

Republic,ò (a.k.a., ñMine Eyes Have Seen the Gloryò) lyrics by 

Julia Ward Howe and music by William Steffe (using the tune 

from ñJohn Brownôs Bodyò) with its ñGlory! Glory! 

Hallelujah!ò is still a part of the American collective. 22 ñAfter 

declaring on April 16, 1917 that American troops were joining 

in the war, President Wilson faced the task of swaying public 

                                                           
21 YŜƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ wǳǎǘȅ aŎbŜƛƭΦ ά/ƻƭƻƴƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ {ƻƴƎǎ ό²ƛǘƘ IƛǎǘƻǊƛŎŀƭ 
bŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎύΦέ McNeil Music. http://www.mcneilmusic.com/rev.html.  
22 ά/ƻƴǘŜƳǇƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ aŀǊƛŀƴŀǎ ¢ǊŜƴŎƘΥ aǳǎƛŎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŜǇ ¢ƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΦέ  
http://www.contemplator.com/America/battle.html.  

http://www.mcneilmusic.com/rev.html
http://www.contemplator.com/America/battle.html
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opinion in favor of the conscription and mobilization of troops. 

Anti-war sentiment was still strong among American citizens, 

and had been an important part of the foundation on which 

Wilson was reelected. The day after Wilsonôs declaration of war 

against Germany, George M. Cohen composed óOver There,ô a 

march containing lyrics that stressed patriotism and a sense of 

national identity.ò 23 Norman Rockwell even did the cover art 

for the sheet music which showed soldiers happily singing the 

tune. 24 World War II inspired some of the finest sentimental 

and patriotic music ever produced: ñAs Time Goes By,ò ñIôll Be 

Seeing You,ò and ñCleaninô My Rifle (And Dreaminô of You)ò 

are well-known favorites. There is no shortage of war songs 

given that the U.S. has been at war nearly continually since 

1776. ñIn the past 236 years we have been fighting some type of 

conflict for 214 years or about 90% of the time.ò 25   

 In our time, hits such as ñCourtesy of the Red, White & 

Blue (The Angry American),ò (2002) by Toby Keith, openly 

state hostilities toward a perceived enemy: ñThereôs a lot of 

men dead so we can sleep in peace at nightéMan, we lit up 

your world like the 4th of JulyéAnd youôll be sorry that you 

messed with the U.S. of A. ôCause weôll put a boot in your ass. 

Itôs the American wayéAnd it feels like the whole wide world 

is raining down on you. Brought to you courtesy of the Red 

White and Blue.ò 26 Controversy surrounded the song when 

Dixie Chicksô Natalie Maines called the song ignorant and 

ABCôs Peter Jennings decided he didnôt want Keith at his 

                                                           
23 YΦ!Φ ²ŜƭƭǎΦ άaǳǎƛŎ !ǎ ²ŀǊ tǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀΥ 5ƛŘ aǳǎƛŎ IŜƭǇ ²ƛƴ ǘƘŜ CƛǊǎǘ 
²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊΚέ The Parlor Songs AcademyΣ [Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ tƻǇǳƭŀǊ 
Music History. http://parlorsongs.com.html.  
24 Wells.  
25 .ƻō aƻǊǊƛǎΦ ά¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎΩ 9ƴŘƭŜǎǎ ²ŀǊǎΥ {ǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ YƛƴƎ tƘƛƭƛǇΩǎ ²ŀǊΦέ 
IVN (Independent Voter Network). http://ivn.us2012/06/25.html.  
26 http://www.azlyrics.com.html.  

http://parlorsongs.com.html/
http://ivn.us2012/06/25.html
http://www.azlyrics.com.html/
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patriotic special after he read the lyrics of the song. ñHave You 

Forgotten,ò (2003) recorded by Darryl Worley, was created to 

remind citizens of the reason the United States went to war 

despite a controversial casus belli.     

The aforementioned tunes are considered patriotic, while 

ñLetters From Home,ò (2004) by John Michael Montgomery, is 

sentimental across the board, even though it was inspired by the 

Afghanistan and Iraq wars. 27 In recent years, country music, 

especially given that its fans tend to be conservative and pro-

war, has produced more patriotic music than any other genre. 

Music is ideal for arousing passions and keeping the front lines 

packed no matter where a person lives, regardless of the time 

period. 

WAR AND U.S. PROPAGANDA:   

 Propaganda and persuasion have a breadth and depth 

spanning centuries and dynasties. Early in the last century, 

George Creel, leader of the Committee on Public Information, 

published How We Advertised America (1920) detailing the 

ways in which he used advertising principles to sway 

Americans to go to war against Germany; this information was 

later used by Hitler to brainwash the German people. 28 

Theodore Geisel (a.k.a. Dr. Seuss) got his start by making anti-

Japanese comic war-bond propaganda posters before becoming 

the beloved and legendary childrenôs book author and 

illustrator. His depictions of pig-snouted Japanese persons seem 

shocking in todayôs world, but it is true that ñalmost every war 

                                                           
27 {ŀǊŀƘ ²ȅƭŀƴŘΦ άD!/Ωǎ ¢ƻǇ нл tŀǘǊƛƻǘƛŎ {ƻƴƎǎΦέ Great American Country. 
http://blog.gactv.com.html.  
28 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronson. Age of Propaganda: The Everyday 
Use and Abuse of Persuasion (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001), 
10. 

http://blog.gactv.com.html/
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in modern times has been accompanied by characterizations of 

the enemy as less than human.ò 29 Even folksong hero, Woody 

Guthrie, worked for the U.S. Public Health Service creating 

anti-STD (formerly venereal disease) songs and tunes which 

promoted the Bonneville Power Administrationôs dam building 

because he loved the common worker and the Columbia River; 

Guthrie also supported the war effort against Hitler, his guitar 

sporting the handwritten scrawl, ñThis machine kills fascists.ò 30 

The WWII era major film studios did their patriotic duty 

to rally the country, and ñbetween one-third and one-half of all 

Hollywood films between 1942 and 1945 depicted the war in 

some manner.ò 31 While the Germans, Japanese, and Italians 

had their own propaganda machines, the U.S. enlisted the 

efforts of Frank Capraôs ñWhy We Fightò seven-film series, and 

the O.W.I. (Office of War Information) boosted efforts to 

undermine morale of enemies abroad and increase support at 

home through posters, films, and even cartoons. Betty Grable as 

a USO entertainer in 1944ôs Pin-Up and Warner Brothersô Bugs 

Bunny and Popeye certainly helped the cause. 32 While soldiers 

were sent to see war films as part of their training, no mention 

was made of racial conflict within the services, homeland duties 

were set forth as patriotic, only uplifting stories were presented 

to the public, and (for nearly two years) no shots of dead 

                                                           
29 Richard H. Minear. Dr. Seuss Goes to War (New York: The New Press, 
мфффύ ŀƴŘ ά5ǊΦ {Ŝǳǎǎ ²Ŝƴǘ ǘƻ ²ŀǊέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛōǊŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
California at San Diego. 
http://www.libraries.ucsd.edu/speccoll/dswenttowar/html.  
30 aŀǘǘƘŜǿ CƛŀƴŘŜǊΦ ά²ƻƻŘȅ DǳǘƘǊƛŜΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ wŀŘƛŎŀƭ tŀǘǊƛƻǘΦέ Pop 
Matters. http://www.popmatters.com.html.   
31 John Markert. POST-9/11 CINEMA: Through A Lens Darkly (Toronto: The 
Scarecrow Press, Inc., 2011), viii. 
32 ά¢ƘŜ aŀƴ .ŜƘƛƴŘ IƛǘƭŜǊΦέ tŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ 9ǾŜƴǘǎΥ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LL tǊƻǇŀƎŀƴŘŀΦ 
The American Experience. PBS. 4/25/06. http://www.pbs.org.html. Page 11.   

http://www.popmatters.com.html/
http://www.pbs.org.html/
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soldiers were allowed in the press (similar dictates are in effect 

currently). 33 ñWhen it comes to propaganda, we suspected our 

enemies of it, but we never figured we were using propaganda. 

We felt like our country was too honest to use propaganda on 

us, and we honestly were not conscious that they were.ò 34 

Whether a John Wayne film, Frank Capraôs ñWhy We Fightò 

series, or the more recent Madblast.com which uses Flash 

animation to mimic WWII cartoons both in graphic style and 

pro-nationalist sentiment, the effect on the population is the 

same: ñsimplifying complex geopolitics into a reductionist 

narrativeò and ñstimula[ting] an emotional response by 

reprocessing historical propaganda forms from the war.ò 35 

Seeing beloved characters facing wartime crises surely helps 

calm viewers and it is easier to destroy when one is convinced 

that the opposing team is somehow evil in nature; similarly, a 

soldierôs job is seen as especially heroic when she or he is 

defending traditional values. But now, due to technological 

advances with interactive qualities, Madblastôs anti-Arab, anti-

Muslim, pro-war pieces give viewers the chance to forward to a 

friend. 36 

ñPopular culture both reflects and shapes the larger 

society.ò 37 This insightful comment comes from LeRoy Ashby 

                                                           
33 ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀǊΥ !ǘ IƻƳŜκ/ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ !ŎŎƻƳǇŀƴȅƛƴƎ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ The War, 
directed and produced by Ken Burns and Lynn Novick. PBS. 
http://www. pbs.org/thewar.html. Page 3. 
34 Burns and Novick. 
35 Christine Holmlund and Justin Wyatt, eds. Contemporary American 
Independent Film: From the Margins to the Mainstream (Oxford and NY: 
Taylor & Francis, 2004), 257. 
36 Holmlund and Wyatt, 257.  
37 LeRoy Ashby. With Amusement For All: A History of American Popular 
Culture Since 1830 (Lexington KY: The University Press of Kentucky, 2006), 
vii. 

http://www.pbs.org/thewar.html
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who documents the history of American entertainment as it 

moves, early in the nationôs history, from the fringes and 

individual localities of society, to the United Statesô 

mainstream, to its current status as a leading export of the 

country. Amusement, in all its forms, is big business and the 

countryôs holidays are part of a hegemonic, cooperative effort to 

promote God, country, Mom, and apple pie ideologies. 

HOLIDAYS:  

For centuries, the Christmas holiday had been a time of 

pagan revelry and misrule which the church tolerated and 

intentionally selected, in the fourth century, as the birthdate of 

Christ because it fell after the harvest ended and coincided with 

the winter solstice. These celebrations were ñrowdy, sometimes 

violent festivities that included masking [and] role 

reversalsé[during which time] wandering bands of poor young 

males demanded food and drink from wealthy families.ò 38 In 

fact, ñan early form of wassailing ï or caroling ï included the 

threat: óWeôve come here to claim our right/And if you donôt 

open up your door /We will lay you flat upon the floor.ôò 39 The 

Protestant Reformation wanted nothing to do with these 

celebrations, in the 1600s the English parliament criticized 

Christmas, and the Massachusetts Bay colony made the 

festivities illegal but these efforts proved ineffective against the 

partiers.  

Terrified aristocratic citizenry, led by New Yorkôs 

Knickerbockers, decided on a new tactic to quell excessive mob 

misconduct in the early nineteenth century: They engaged 

                                                           
38 LeRoy Ashby. With Amusement For All: A History of American Popular 
Culture Since 1830 (Lexington KY: The University Press of Kentucky, 2006), 
57-58.  
39 Ashby, 58.  
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writers to reframe Christmas as a child and family centered 

holiday which ought to take place inside homes and not on the 

streets. Washington Irving, who penned short stories like ñThe 

Legend of Sleepy Hollow,ò wrote fictional accounts in 1819 

about all classes celebrating Christmas ceremoniously and 

courteously; then, Clement Clark Moore wrote ñA Visit from 

St. Nicholas,ò which also presented the holiday as calm, 

orderly, with children safe at home, and no poor visitors 

clamoring for help. The middle class jumped to refine the 

holiday as part of domestic bliss and retailers paraded as the 

holiday turned ritualistic. Charles Dickensô novella, A 

Christmas Carol (1843), further promoted the holiday as 

sentimental and a leading fashion magazine, ñGodeyôs Ladyôs 

Book,ò popular since the 1830s, described Christmas with 

presents for all under the parlorôs evergreen tree. 40     

This marks a separation from the earlier American 

Revolution groupthink which warned against excessive 

spending; now, commercialism ï in the form of a giving Santa 

Claus working hard in his workshop to reward good children ï 

had joined in the festivities and shop owners began using Santa 

to get children to their shops by the 1840s. Christmas tree 

decoration ads began appearing at this time as well. 41 Soon 

fashionable parlors everywhere had a towering fir tree and the 

obligatory plate of cookies and glass of milk awaiting the 

cheery man who would sneak down the chimney to place 

beautifully wrapped presents under the boughs.       

                                                           
40 LeRoy Ashby. With Amusement For All: A History of American Popular 
Culture Since 1830 (Lexington KY: The University Press of Kentucky, 2006), 
58-60.   
41 Ashby, 60-61. 
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Santa himself originates, of course, from the legend of 

St. Nicholas of Myra (in present day Turkey), who was raised 

by his bishop uncle and who himself became a bishop in the 4th 

century. It is said that he helped a poor man who had three 

daughters with nothing in their dowries by throwing bags of 

gold in the manôs house under cover of darkness. Variations 

exist which include the gold landing in stockings hung by the 

fire to dry and that the gold was dropped down the chimney. 

Hilariously ï at least by todayôs standards ï a 1686 pamphlet 

was published by Josiah King which put Father Christmas 

(a.k.a. Saint Nicholas, Santa Claus, Kris Kringle) on trial for 

making the Christmas holiday too materialistic. Father 

Christmas wore a green coat and was thin; Clement Clark 

Mooreôs 1823 story, ñA Visit from St. Nicholas,ò first changed 

his look, then Thomas Nast did illustrations which show the 

more familiar jolly fellow from the North Pole. The new look 

and stories became exceedingly popular. The most reproduced 

editorial letter ever run in an English-speaking paper is 8-year 

old Virginia OôHanlon asking about Santaôs authenticity (1897). 

Francis Pharcellus Church kindly reassured her that, ñYes, 

Virginia, there is a Santa Claus.ò Since children believe strongly 

in the character, his image has been used to hawk innumerable 

items. 42 

Thereôs the 1920s Coca-Cola Santa Claus and the WWII 

Santa wearing a helmet reminding Americans to send presents 

to our boys fighting in the Pacific and European theaters, and 

countless other advertising incarnations. Critics include Fred 

Rinne, whose book, God Santa Christ (2003), paints Santa as 

part of consumerist culture. In the same way that itôs all about 

                                                           
42 wŜōŜŎŎŀ ±ƻƎƭŜǊΦ ά! ±ƛǎƛǘ CǊom St. Nicholas (and other tales of Santa 
/ƭŀǳǎύΦέ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ муΣ нлмнΦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ wŀǊŜ .ƻƻƪǎΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
of Missouri libraries. http://library.missouri.edu.html. 

http://library.missouri.edu.html/
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the cards and flowers and not St. Valentine, all about the green 

beer and not about St. Patrick, and all about candy rather than 

the souls who have departed this level at Halloween, Christmas 

too seems less about the birth of Jesus or the generous St. 

Nicholas and more about selecting presents which make us 

seem worthy. 43 

Other holiday characters are based in Americaôs 

economy as well. Rudolph, the red-nosed reindeer, humbly 

began in the Chicago-based Montgomery Ward company. For 

years, the chain had been giving their customers coloring books 

as Christmas gifts, but one of their copywriters, Robert L. May, 

was asked to create a book in 1939 to save money. Millions of 

copies were given away over the next several years, despite the 

wartime paper shortage. May used his own experience as a frail, 

teased youth and the tale of ñThe Ugly Ducklingò to create the 

story of the misfit reindeer. In 1947, the story was printed 

commercially, a cartoon was shown in theaters a year later, and 

the authorôs brother-in-law, Johnny Marks, wrote the song 

which Gene Autry recorded in 1949; in 1964 the television 

special was narrated by Burl Ives, and it is still a Christmas 

classic. 44  

Many holidays have become warped by financial 

interests since their original creation. Before it was 

commercialized, Motherôs Day was ña time for mourning 

                                                           
43 wŜōŜŎŎŀ ±ƻƎƭŜǊΦ ά! ±ƛǎƛǘ CǊƻƳ {t. Nicholas (and other tales of Santa 
/ƭŀǳǎύΦέ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ муΣ нлмнΦ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ /ƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ wŀǊŜ .ƻƻƪǎΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 
of Missouri libraries. http://library.missouri.edu.html. 
44 άwǳŘƻƭǇƘ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ-ƴƻǎŜŘ wŜƛƴŘŜŜǊΦέ The Narcissistic Anthropologist. 
http://thenarcissisticanthropologist.com.html.  

http://library.missouri.edu.html/
http://thenarcissisticanthropologist.com.html/


18 

 

women to remember fallen soldiers and work for peace.ò 45 Ann 

Jarvis, along with ñThe Battle Hymn of the Republicò 

composer, Julia Ward Howe, worked during the Civil War; 

afterward, they organized Motherôs Friendship Day picnics 

hoping to unite former enemies, while another aim was for 

women to promote peace by becoming politically active. Annôs 

daughter, Anna, tried to continue the tradition her mother 

started and wished the holiday to exist in order to thank oneôs 

own mother, not all mothers, hence the name Motherôs Day, not 

Mothersô Day. As the holiday became more about buying for 

oneôs mother, Jarvis became incensed. She set about to reform 

Motherôs Day into a reverent holiday but, alas, it was not to be. 

Jarvis died penniless in a sanitarium, brokenhearted that her 

protests were not able to return the holiday to its former glory. 

On a bright note, the holiday grew into a worldwide celebration 

ï in the Arabic world, it coincides with spring; in Panama, it is 

celebrated in December when the Catholic Church honors the 

Virgin Mary; in Thailand, it coincides with the August birth of 

the mother to all Thais, Queen Sirikit. 46 

We must pay attention to our holidays, including biased 

Halloween costumes. ñAnimal costumes are intended almost 

exclusively for infants and toddlerséalmost none of the 

photographs [in catalogs] depict models of colorécostumes 

depicting Asian culture tend to promote subservience or 

violence, depending on genderéthere are a lot of óprincessô 

costumes for girls/women.ò 47 It is common to simply take 

                                                           
45 .Ǌƛŀƴ IŀƴŘǿŜǊƪΦ άaƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅΩǎ 5ŀǊƪ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΥ CƛƎƘǘ ŦƻǊ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ 
Ŏƻǎǘ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘƻǊ ΨŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ ǇƘȅǎƛŎŀƭƭȅΦΩέ National 
Geographic. May 11, 2012. http://www.nationalgeographic.com.news.html.  
46 Handwerk. 
47 ά²Ƙŀǘ 5ƻ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ /ƻǎǘǳƳŜǎ {ŀȅΚέ Teaching Tolerance: A Project of 
the Southern Poverty Law Center. http://www.teachingtolerance.org.html.   

http://www.nationalgeographic.com.news.html/
http://www.teachingtolerance.org.html/
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whatôs offered on the racks and not logically process what these 

outfits are really saying. ñCostume type [ranges from] animal, 

job roles, consumer brands (e.g., óStar Warsô or óPirates of the 

Caribbeanô), superheroes, fairy tale roles (e.g., óprincessô or 

óprinceô), violent or military costumes (e.g., óNinjaô or óG.I.ô), 

death and evil (e.g., óthe Grim Reaperô or óDevilish Barbieô).ò 48 

Age is a dividing line and some are intended for males, others 

for females, some are for white kids and others for kids of color, 

some ñrepresent specific racial or ethnic group[s].ò 49 These 

types of silent segregations make it even more difficult for 

marginalized groups to find their place in society. 

So many holidays and events which have an emotional 

place in our lives originate in or were lured into consumerism 

yet this does not stop us from giving the little ones lessons in 

Halloween origami witches, making tissue paper flowers for 

Mom, or hiding eggs for Easter. These traditional celebrations 

are deeply ingrained in our culture and, in our busy and stressful 

day to day existence, they become dates to which we look 

forward. Every culture has its festivities, but are these as money 

and stuff oriented as ours? While Ramadan, Diwali, Chanukah, 

Kwanzaa, and all manner of holidays exist within the United 

States, it is a white Christian perspective seen every time a store 

decorates with red and green and when Linus exclaims in ñA 

Charlie Brown Christmasò played annually: ñAnd the angel said 

unto them, Fear not, for behold, I bring unto you good tidings of 

great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you this day is 

born in the City of Bethlehem, a Saviour, which is Christ the 

LordéGlory to God in the highest, and on Earth peace, good 

                                                           
48 ά²Ƙŀǘ 5ƻ IŀƭƭƻǿŜŜƴ /ƻǎǘǳƳŜǎ {ŀȅΚέ Teaching Tolerance: A Project of 
the Southern Poverty Law Center. http://www.teachingtolerance.org.html.     
49 Teaching Tolerance. 

http://www.teachingtolerance.org.html/
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will toward men [as opposed to all].ò 50 Why are we not simply 

celebrating winter or spring for the changes in nature?  

CONSUMERISM/CONSUMPTION:  

 In addition to holiday purchases, buying throughout the 

year eventually became the norm. As early as the late 1800s, 

childrenôs spaces, especially girlsô bedrooms, were established 

as places where materiality flourished, were examples of oneôs 

very morality, and were considered examples of youth character 

development. Journals of the day spoke to the middle class of 

the importance of these places in developing personality 

through purchase of items and their particular arrangement in 

the rooms now specifically created for kids; in this way, 

consumption was excused for the greater good of a youthôs 

training. 51 Advertisers did their best to encourage a consumerist 

society and the White House, too, directly assisted in the 

promotion of consumption: 

The [U.S.] federal government played a major role in 

defining childhood. In 1929, Herbert Hoover sponsored 

a White House Conference on Child Health and 

Protection. The conference report, The Home and the 

Child, concluded that children were independent beings 

with particular concerns of their ownéThe report 

                                                           
50 ά¢ƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻƴΦέ Daily Herald Tribune. Monday, 
December 23, 2013. http://www.dailyheraldtribune.com.html.  
51 5ŀƴƛŜƭ ¢ƘƻƳŀǎ /ƻƻƪΦ άaƻǊŀƭ hǊŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ aƻǊŀƭ hǊŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ tǳōƭƛŎ !ŘǾƛŎŜ 
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http://www.strenae.revues.org.html.   
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advised parents to give their children their own 

[furniture, toys, playrooms, etc.]. óGenerally a sleeping 

room for each person is desirable,ô it notedéTake them 

shopping for their own óthings and let them pick them 

out for themselves.ô Through such experiences 

personality developsé[These] experiences have the 

advantage of also creating in the child a sense of 

personal as well as family pride in ownershipé 

eventually teaching him that his personality can be 

expressed through things. 52  

Parents suddenly were faced with the task of providing bigger 

homes with more stuff in order to help their children develop 

proper mental health. 

 Even before this, Sigmund Freudôs nephew, Edward 

Bernays, used his uncleôs theories about suppression of 

primitive aggressive and sexual desires for mass crowd control 

in a number of ways: to drive sales for companies by appealing 

to peopleôs subconscious inner desires so they would buy things 

they didnôt need; working for the U.S. governmentôs WWII 

Committee on Public Information promoting war efforts in the 

press; popularizing U.S. politicians; aiding the CIA in ousting 

democratic leaders in Guatemala; making it socially acceptable 

for women to smoke in public; and creating a docile U.S. 

population. By turning psychoanalytical principles into a 

science in order to engineer consent for big business and the 

government, Bernays found ways to train the American public. 

It was felt that leaders could not trust the predictability of the 

                                                           
52 !ƴǳǇ {ƘŀƘΦ ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǎ /ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊǎΦέ Global Issues. 21 Nov. 2010. Web 
04 Nov. 2014. http://www.globalissues.org.html. (Quoting the White 
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average person in their purchasing and voting capacities; 

therefore, the populous would come under the spell of 

psychoanalysts who sold out and duped a trusting constituency 

by using their training for focus groups. The result when 

lifestyle marketing was applied to politics was a new, greedy 

self-interest and respectability in denying compassion to others. 
53 Advertisers learned that the suppression of sex, aggression, 

and horror is why people love to buy items linked to anything 

taboo ï sexuality, assault and death. 54 To keep people 

purchasing, those marketing products continually increase 

levels of sex and violence. 

Children and Post WWII Spending: 

All those John Wayne films ï not to mention Disney ï 

with cowboys versus Native Americans and cops and robbers 

taught a whole generation the ñus versus themò mentality which 

remains today. It wouldnôt be long until companies realized the 

influential benefits of advertising directly and solely to children 

through movies and television shows specifically made for that 

young audience: ñStrikingly, one of the first TV advertisements 

directed at children appeared on óThe Mickey Mouse Clubô and 

offered for sale the Burp gun, a cap-firing machine gun 

developed by Mattel to look like machine guns used in World 

War II. Before Christmas 1955, Mattel sold more than 1 million 

Burp guns; the company quickly followed with a line of toy .45 

six-shooters like those wielded in westerns so that children 
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could pretend to kill their friends just like they saw on TV.ò 55 

The toy market exploded once advertisers realized that even the 

poor spend money on their children. 

 The economic boom of World War II made many 

Americans wealthier, despite Cold War anxieties. As consumer 

culture promoted chocolate candy cigarettes and plastic toy 

tanks, a third of post-war children in the United States were 

raised in or near poverty. 56 But in the freshly created suburbia, 

a place generally away from extended family relatives, trends 

were growing which would result in a separation of youth from 

their parents; still, the new child-centered commercialism 

prompted grandparents and parents to spend more than ever on 

children: ñToy sales soared from $84 million in 1940 to $1.25 

billion two decades later.ò As toys encouraged what were 

thought of then as proper gender roles ï that is, guns for boys 

and dolls and primping accoutrement for girls ï a flourishing 

teen culture came into its own. 57 Consumer fellowship stole 

young people away from their families, the rules of this world 

of peers intensified and, by the mid-1950s, adolescents were 

spending an annual $555.00 on cosmetics, record albums, and 

products they saw advertised on their own TV shows. 58 This 

pronounced demarcation between teen and other would 

continue to grow as television programming and film 

production divided audiences by age.   

                                                           
55 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronson. Age of Propaganda: The Everyday 
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Whatôs happened in the world of toys more recently? 

According to Joepedia, ñCOBRA is a ruthless terrorist 

organization determined to rule the world.ò 59 By the late ô80s, 

ñG.I. Joe and other action-figure lines celebrated the United 

States as high-tech policemen ï especially when COBRA 

figures look like Arabs.ò 60 The success of Star Wars films and 

Reagan politics launched another good guys versus bad guys 

script for kids to play and helped with the reintroduction of G.I. 

Joe, whoôd been discontinued in ô78, as part of team Mobile 

Strike Force. G.I. Joe, thanks to $4 million spent on advertising 

targeting five- to eight-year olds fifty times, became the 1982 

holiday seasonôs leading toy. 61 This led to other counterterrorist 

loners like Rambo becoming a childôs toy. The publicity read 

like this: ñOur beloved country (and, indeed, the entire world) 

has been thrown into peril by international terrorists.ò 62 G.I. Joe 

helped to glorify the American invasion of Granada, although 

Hasbro insisted this was unrelated.  

 Todayôs toys have advanced their violent and bizarre 

origins. Walk through the toy aisles at any Wal-mart and see the 

panoply of AMCôs ñWalking Deadò toys ranging from ñFigure 

Packsò to ñDaryl with Chopperò to the ñDonôt Look Back Dice 

Gameò to the ñTrivia Boxò and ñPrison Tower.ò Thereôs a 

ñWould You Ratherò board game, whose latest edition promises 

ñcrazier dilemmas.ò The next aisle over offers ñHaloò and ñCall 

of Dutyò as MegaBloks, including the latterôs ñWelcome to 

Nuketownò and ñMob of the Deadò collector series box sets. 

WWE (World Wrestling Entertainment, formerly World 
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Wrestling Federation) presents a ñSmack Downò series. There 

are bulked-up action figures, masks, battle packs which include 

two figures, a mock steel cage in which kids can place their 

fighters, a built-in ultra large ab lined ñNever Give Up, 10 

Years Strongò shirt available for purchase, and a WWE tag 

team championship big belt buckle so one can pretend to be one 

of the winners. And Adventure Force offers an ñArmy Rangerò 

5-piece set with rifle, grenades, binoculars, water bottle, and 

granny pack with adjustable straps. 63  

 Also in Wal-mart, thereôs ñan aisle of weaponry, with 

names like Firestrike, Rampage and Hail-Fire, advertising quick 

firing ammunition chips and ósemi-automaticô capability. óBuild 

your arsenal!ô read the box for one, sitting next to a ótactical 

vestô meant to repel barrages oféfoam dartsé[Parents are] 

buying something that is reinforcing shooting.ò 64 These mock 

weapons are looking more and more realistic and the kids want 

them. 65 But children themselves could be at risk having one. A 

high school went into lockdown because a student brought one 

to school, even with its neon colors. And remember the African-

American young man shot and killed holding a toy gun in an 

Ohio Wal-mart? 66 What about the 12-year old who had an 

ñairsoftò replica toy gun at a rec center who was killed by 
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police? 67 There are so many of these incidents now, it is hard to 

keep track.  

 Meanwhile, in Tampa Bay, Florida, a civil review board, 

which would involve community input and empowerment while 

emphasizing and enforcing police responsibility, was greatly 

opposed months before the mayor ceded to implementing one 

which is primarily composed of his own representatives, thus 

denying external investigative power. The issue here is denial of 

public voice and power from the members of the community to 

have authority to mandate just policing in their own city, a city 

which has the highest level of Black arrests and ticketing in 

Florida; the number of Blacks and Latinos targeted is 

ñdramatically highò and in Tampa and cities across the nation, 

innocent people are stopped and harassed not because of 

suspicion of wrongdoing but because of an assumption of 

wrongdoing because of race. Racial profiling is responsible for 

police targeting those in neighborhoods of color ï some as 

young as three-years old ï by stopping drivers, pedestrians, and 

bicyclists and issuing tickets most cannot afford for simple 

breaches, such as not having paperwork on them to prove they 

own a bike. 68 Better keep that receipt from Wal-mart. Oh, and 

donôt pick up a toy gun while there. 

 Wal-mart is an important part of the promotional puzzle. 

ñIn the United States, close to 100 million shoppers patronize 

Wal-mart stores every week. Its scope of operations uses the 

worldôs largest computer (surpassing the Pentagonôs) and the 

worldôs largest fleet of truckséDespite a well-publicized 
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óMade in the U.S.ô campaign, 85% of the storesô items are made 

overseas, often in Third World sweatshopséThey [impose] 

cultural censorshipéò In addition, Wal-mart robs the 

environment ñevery 2 days [as it opens a new megastore that 

measures] over 200,000 square feet in size.ò Wal-mart offers 

mostly part-time ñentry-level jobsò (so the corporation does not 

have to supply benefits), and does not give back to the 

community ñin spite of its large volume of sales.ò Wal-martôs 

contribution is ñfour-tenths of a percent of its earnings, well 

behind its competitorséU.S. corporations average just over 

1%.ò 69  

Among the top five largest employers in the world are 

the U.S. Department of Defense (3.2 million), Wal-mart (2.1 

million), and McDonaldôs (1.7 million). 70 No wonder so many 

of our toys are militaristic or involve fighting, or are shopping 

or food oriented. What we do for work becomes our 

entertainment. 71 Welcome, kids, to the toys which will prepare 
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(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2002). This can also be found at 
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¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ά/ǳlture Industry: Enlightenment as Mass 
5ŜŎŜǇǘƛƻƴΣέ όмфппύ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǘ 
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you for a life of menial labor: The McDonaldôs Drive-Thru 

Food Cart, Scan-It Operation Checkpoint Toy X-Ray, Bruder 

Mercedes-Benz Garbage Truck, Just Like Home My Cleaning 

Trolley with Vacuum (a.k.a. Janitor Cart), Breyer Stable 

Cleaning Set, Child Taxi Toy Pedal Car, Mailbox & Mail Set, 

Light & Sound Gas Station, and the i-Tattoo Electronic Tattoo 

Pen. 72 Nice! A good break from learning to kill from video 

games and creepy TV shows.     

 Another problem in the world of toys is the rigid gender 

divide. Divided toys are the result of capitalism, of course ï 

toys cannot be shared among differently gendered children 

without them being made to feel weird about it, which is a 

shame ï but this also acts to stereotype and gender police. 

Thereôs a new campaign called ñLet Toys Be Toysò and stores 

are finally going back to the way they were long ago, with no 

signage indicating which sections are for girls or boys. And 

customers are beginning to catch on.  

The pink and blue distinction is a relatively new 

phenomenon, by the way. In the Victorian era, all babies were 

dressed in white gowns, and in the 20th centuryôs first half many 

felt that blue was the proper color for girls because itôs related 

                                                                                                                            
reigning order. It provides easy entertainment which distracts masses from 
the wrongs and sickness of the ruling order. They argue that [the] culture 
industry has taken over reality as the prism though which people 
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ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΦ Lƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ώƛǘϐ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎ ōǳǎȅΧtƻǇǳƭŀǊ 
culture appears to be offering a refuge and distraction [from] work, but in 
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consumerism. The only freedom [it] has to really offer [is] a freedom from 
ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦέ   
72 /ƻƭƛƴ tŜǊƪƛƴǎΦ άф ¢ƻȅǎ ¢Ƙŀǘ tǊŜǇŀǊŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ [ƛŦŜ ƻŦ aŜƴƛŀƭ [ŀōƻǊΦέ 
Cracked. July 14, 2009. http://www.cracked.com.html.  
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to Saint Mary. But todayôs princess culture has taken over the 

pink zone and many toys are associated with particular TV 

programs and films ï and those are marketed to either boys or 

girls. ñBy the ô50s, pink had become strongly associated with 

femininity, but boys still often wore it, while by the ô70s, the 

two colors certainly didnôt dominate the toy market. The heyday 

of unisex parenting [was] 1965 to 1985.ò 73 Interestingly, these 

days common, inexpensive clothing for males is typically 

colored with blues, greens, browns, etc. whereas expensive, 

designer clothing for males highlights fun, bright colors ï and 

even pastels! 

Emulating Icelandôs blindness to culturally constructed 

assumptions of gender, Englandôs Hamleyôs department store 

has banished pink and blue distinctions. Toys óRô Us is even 

ridding its U.K. stores of gendered aisles. 74 Now to get toy 

manufacturers on board. Easy Bake Oven makers had come out 

with a boysô version called the Queasy Bake Cookerator which 

was marketed with a boy on the box cover unfortunately 

making only gross food such as Mud óN Crud cake and Blend-

A-Booger drink, as if boys can only enjoy cooking for the sake 

of grossing out others. 75  

Boys especially are taunted when they like purportedly 

feminine hobbies and colors, which can result in bullying; 

moreover, this segregation limits a childôs interests because a 
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girl might be afraid to want a microscope and pursue the hard 

sciences, whereas a boy might decide not to become a chef or 

fashion designer. Advertising definitely guards against people 

being themselves because itôs hard to fight billions of dollars 

pouring out gender defining messages. And these messages 

have been around for a long time.     

MAGAZINES/ADS FOR PRODUCTS:  

 Photography of the 1930s centered on the major event of 

the time: The Depression. FSA photographers were sent by 

government officials to document the peopleôs strife in order to 

raise money for programs which would be initiated under 

Keynesian economic principles, but these pictorial records also 

served to expand the thinking of the masses to accept their fate: 

To be cognizant that someone out there is always doing worse 

and to be grateful for whatever non-rewarding job at hand. 

Never before had the average person come face-to-face with the 

extreme dichotomy of wealth and prosperity versus scantiness 

and deficiency. ñThe periodical in which the FSA images 

achieved perhaps the widest circulation was also the one that 

presented the most tightly controlled poverty narratives: Look 

magazine. Through the new genre of the ópicture magazineô in 

the pages of Look, the Historical Section images were made to 

communicate a spectacle-driven, ópopularô rhetoric of poverty.ò 
76 The disturbing images of poverty and disaster in Life and 

Look magazines were juxtaposed with images of movie stars 

and luxury items, thereby playing a substantial role in making 

the nation want to consume. This not only drove the country 

and a stingy Congress to support funding for programs but it 
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popularized values of small town America and helped to define 

what the nation would become.  

 This was the picture magazinesô circulation heyday. For 

the first time, Americans could read about ï and see ï what was 

going on in their nation: ñA nationwide mass culture now 

started to replace the local and regional economics of the 

nineteenth century. The leading advertising agency explained in 

1926 that the advent of nationally circulated magazines, chain 

stores, syndicated news features, motion pictures, national 

brand names, and radio programs were creating óa nation which 

lives to [the same] pattern everywhere.ôò 77 Although the 

incorporation of American culture goes back to the 1890s, this 

homogenous culture would now have the capacity to be 

dominated by corporate and governmental forces, whose 

mission was seemingly two-fold: To create a yearning to spend 

by new consumers and to instill a new dependence on authority.  

These photos made the public aware that they were not 

alone in experiencing dire circumstances and this gave a false 

sense of security but also calmed the masses: We are all in this 

together. Times were so difficult for the multitudes that the 

period is marked with hostility: union appeals and strike 

busters; ethnic clashes as new citizens vied for jobs; thievery of 

the basics; crowds riding the rails; the selling of fruit on street 

corners to make ends meet; as many as ñ900,000échildren 

simply left home and joined the army of homeless trampsò 

because relatives could not feed them. 78 Although Roosevelt 

created jobs, they were only a fraction of what was needed, plus 

                                                           
77 Tindall, George Brown, David E. Shi and Thomas Lee Pearcy. The Essential 
America: A Narrative History (New York: W.W. Norton and Company, 2001), 
446-447.  
78 Tindall, et al., 463. 



32 

 

the system was biased against women and minorities. 79 Those 

not experiencing difficult times found it easy to imagine the 

misery since it came to them via the new picture-and-word 

editorial technique. 

Coupled with the addiction created for goods, the public 

grew to relish the glory and anguish of individual tales never 

before seen realistically ï now presented in newspapers and on 

large, glossy pages of magazines. Imagine ï for the first time ï 

being able to read about the fate of a family thousands of miles 

away with photos so close up you can see the tears in their eyes. 

Filmmaker John Ford mimicked FSA photographs for his 

movie, The Grapes of Wrath (1940), since the black and white 

bleakness added a sense of the authentic for viewers who had 

become accustomed to the latest vivid documentary-style 

printed form. 80 As the population grew to accept that the 

government would be a central figure in their lives from this 

point forward, a more sinister element became business as 

usual: People began to crave disturbing images.  

A New Republic writer commented on the effectiveness 

of picture magazines in 1937: ñHardly any mental effort is 

required to look at a picture and to spell out a few lines of 

accompanying caption, written in primer English. The 

attractiveness of such periodicals is enhanced if the pictures are 

themselves sensational, faintly salacious, or gruesome.ò 81 Life 
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magazineôs 12 May 1947 full-page image by Robert C. Wiles of 

the suicide of a young woman is a prime example. The caption 

beneath the seemingly restful body, hand still clutching her 

pearls, atop the car her body just crushed reads: ñAt the bottom 

of the Empire State Building the body of Evelyn McHale 

reposes calmly in grotesque bier, her falling body punched into 

the top of a car.ò Images such as this haunt the viewer and leave 

one wanting more. In combination with stories about and glossy 

photographs of their favorite stars and coveted new products for 

sale, Americans quickly could not exist without a regular 

spoonful of exploitative reporting. 

 Advertising was the way for companies to get messages 

across and new photographic technology made it possible to 

influence the masses on a greater scale than ever before. The 

introduction of FSA photographs in magazine format made the 

pictures accessible to all, even to the person who could ill afford 

extras. Radio soap operas, President Rooseveltôs fireside chats 

(needed to generate support for his New Deal programs), silent 

movies turned talkies, and big band musical productions 

inculcated an entire generation but it was the magazine which 

visually took an unsuspecting public to places advertisers 

wanted them to see. ñPrint advertisingécaptured by far the 

largest share of the ad market during the 1920s and 1930s.ò 82 

Although trademarks, brand names, and copyrights go back to 

the mass production and consumption of the nineteenth century, 

this era renewed American awareness of brand names such as 

Heinz and Borden and of memorable products like Milky Way 

and Scotch tape. ñOne advertising agency executive asserted, 

óA magazine is simply a device to induce people to read 
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advertising.ôò 83 The magazine could be read leisurely in the 

comfort of oneôs home ï and was seen in high traffic places, 

like railroad stations ï and had the same visual imprinting 

impact that television would garner years later. 

Ads grew in their realism, which made people want that 

sleek new car, house, or luxury item. When halftones became 

customarily used, not only were the photographs for articles 

better, but photographic display of products in magazines 

improved, erasing the need for artistsô renderings of goods. 

ñNearly 4,500 periodicals were published each year by 1925 

[which] circulated a combined 180 million copies per 

issueéNew advertising-laden magazines continued to appear, 

among them Time (1923), Better Homes and Gardens (1924), 

The New Yorker (1925), Fortune (1930), Newsweek (1933), Life 

(1936), and Look (1937)éThe latter two in particular relied on 

striking photographs even more than text to gain large 

audiences.ò 84 And so it began. 

Product advertising by companies required the most 

advanced photographic methods alongside attractive, attention-

getting copy. The result? Feelings of inadequacy during the 

Depression greatly assisted sales because many felt that having 

a particular product (advertised with photographic evidence 

showing oneôs pleasure in ownership) was proof of success. The 

American public thus acquiesced to corporate and capitalist 

pressure, becoming simply delighted with the virtually 

impossible idea of keeping up with the Joneses.  
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Public opinion was influenced by big business more 

than ever as people moved from small towns and farms to cities 

and businesses. Because the lure of work in factories had culled 

so many from the countryside, there was a need for items 

created by the new industrial era. Previously, if a family needed 

a doll or a shirt, one was made from scratch; however, once the 

populous worked some twelve hours a day in factories, it 

became necessary to purchase finished items due to time 

constraints. Factories worked employees so hard at such low 

wages, even the employees were able to purchase the low-

priced items they were making. Companies began offering 

buying on credit for items most could not afford; consumption 

of big ticket items was facilitated by installment and layaway 

plans and after WWII by the GI Bill. Society became more 

mobile and chain stores catapulted in popularity as loyal 

customers supported particular retail brands. Thus, a debt 

servitude nation was created as lust for items formerly afforded 

only by the upper classes became available to the average 

person.  

 It would not be simply products alone whose beauty was 

exemplified by photographic enhancement ï entire lifestyles 

were taught to the new consumer: ñA 1956 Life magazine cover 

story pronounced the ideal woman a ópretty and popularô 

suburban housewife who óattends club or charity meetings, 

drives the children to school, does the weekly grocery shopping, 

makes ceramics, and is planning to study French.ôò 85 

Americans were trained to believe in certain lifestyles ï so it 

was that the identical homes of Levittown, New York, came to 
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be in fashion and consumers were made to feel left out if there 

were no Frigidaire in the kitchen nor Ford in the driveway.  

This is a far cry from the rugged individualism of 

generations past whose farming or other business, socialization, 

and schooling were about self-sufficiency, conducted as private 

matters and hallmarks of the American way of life. It became 

normal for people to believe rhetoric from advertisers, 

businesses, and the soon-to-be military industrial complex, all 

of whom convinced them to buy according to brand loyalty in a 

quest to keep fighting for the many advantages afforded this 

great nation. When the countryôs pockets filled post World War 

II ï in part due to rationing and personal saving during wartime 

ï people joyously began spending more than ever before: bigger 

houses, fruits and vegetables from around the globe, 

automobiles with new annual styles and colors. A dramatic shift 

had occurred in advertising ï from safety, labor saving, and 

necessity to glamour and convenience.  

  Soon magazines and newspapers became the primary 

way Americans received news, although this news was 

becoming standardized ï through the process of corporate 

dissemination, our society became homogenous and singularly 

focused on what corporations told us was important. The 

photography was so bold in nature that the lack of written 

material escaped notice and the photos related individual stories 

rather than the reality of the political or social. When viewers 

focused on the photos, designed to solicit sympathy in order to 

sell magazines, no one questioned what was going on behind 

the photographs: Why were improper farming techniques 

encouraged which turned the Great Plains to dust? Why is it that 

the banks were allowed speculative investments which crashed 

the financial system? Who was responsible for interfering with 

the gold standard which caused worldwide markets to plummet? 
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Far too many key businesses had kept profits to themselves 

while keeping wages frozen. But people became enamored of 

the keen visuals, and no one cared about the missing words 

which would have explained the cause of the misery.   

Unfortunately, the impact of spending over the years has 

been negative in two areas: debt for the average American, and 

environmental damage for the planet. ñThe culture of capitalism 

is devoted to encouraging the production and sale of 

commodities. For capitalists, the culture encourageséprofit; for 

laborerséwages; for consumerséthe accumulation of 

goodsécapitalism defines sets of people who, behaving 

according to a set of learned rules, act as they must act.ò 86 The 

exploitation of the consumer continued with ever-expanding 

schemes, such as marketing to children and introducing debt 

capital rationality to younger audiences, while admonishing 

traditional monetary values; to keep capitalism going, buying on 

credit soon became the norm, with retailers and bankers 

instilling the idea that everybody does it.  

This powerful ideological tool proceeded to take over 

public relations. ñThe shift [never before possible] to a culture 

of sight and sound was of profound importance; it increased our 

self-awareness as a culture; it helped create unity of response 

and action [also] not previously possible; it made us more 

susceptible than ever to those who would mold culture and 

thought.ò 87 Mass media culture grew in power: Now, every 

home has a computer and a television set, whose volume for 

commercials is louder than the programming, and that 
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programming constantly tries to cross established lines with 

topics that sell: sex, wealth, death, ruin. Early photojournalism 

started a trend which has kept Americans reaching ï and 

working and paying ï for the latest and the best in order to be 

thought of as having attained top status; its sensationalist 

techniques are still with us in magazines and newer mediums. 

We are a population transfixed by images of poverty and terror, 

and a people enthralled by the spell of consuming luxury with 

no thought of whoôs suffering to make the products and no 

concern for tomorrowôs landfills. 

And mindless spending under the control of corporate 

imperialism is destroying us: ñThe planet and [human]kind are 

in grave danger of irreversible catastropheéThere are four 

interconnected threats to the planet ï wars of mass destruction, 

over-population, pollution, and the depletion of resources. They 

have a cumulative effect. A problem in one area renders it more 

difficult to solve the problems in any other areaéThe basis of 

all four problems is the inadequacy of the sovereign states to 

manage the affairs of [human]kind in the 20th century.ò 88 The 

U.N. State of Human Development Report relates the worldôs 

ñglobal priorities in $U.S. billions: Cosmetics in the US ï 8, Ice 

cream in Europe ï 11, Perfumes in Europe and the US ï 12, Pet 

foods in Europe and the US ï 17, Business entertainment in 

Japan ï 35, Cigarettes in Europe ï 50, Alcoholic drinks in 

Europe ï 105, Narcotic drugs in the world ï 400, and Military 

spending in the world ï 780.ò 89 That (unbelievable!) total is 
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$1,418,000,000,000.00 or nearly one and a half trillion dollars. 

That same UN report explains the worldôs ñglobal priorities in 

$U.S. billions related to the cost of improving social services in 

all developing nations: Basic education for all ï 6, Water and 

sanitation for all ï 9, Reproductive health for all women ï 12, 

Basic health and nutrition ï 13.ò 90 It would cost just $40 billion 

to give basic health, nutrition, water, sanitation, and education 

to all developing countries. 

As Mahatma Gandhi warned: ñThere is enough on this 

planet for everyoneôs need, but not for everyoneôs greed.ò The 

U.N. report also states that the worldôs wealthiest 20% consume 

86% of the worldôs resources. Whatôs happening in the US? ñIn 

each of the past 8 years more Americans have declared personal 

bankruptcy than graduated from college. Our annual production 

of solid waste would fill a convoy of garbage trucks stretching 

halfway to the moon. We have twice as many shopping centers 

as high schools. We now work more hours each year than do 

citizens of any other industrialized country, including Japan. 

Though we constitute 4.7% of the earthôs people, we account 

for 25% of its global warming greenhouse gas emissions [and 

the US still hasnôt ratified the Kyoto Protocol]. 95% of our 

workers say they wish they could spend more time with their 

families. 40% of our lakes and streams are too polluted for 

swimming or fishing. A CEO now earns 475 times as much as 

the average worker, a tenfold increase since 1980. Since 1950, 

we Americans have used up more resources than everyone who 

ever lived on Earth before then.ò 91 Ouch.       
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Through advertising, the American people became 

willing participants in consumerism. ñ[The ótechnological 

progressô] revolutionéprovided the means by which both the 

productive and the consumptive capacities of people could be 

detached from household and community and made to serve 

other peopleôs purely economic ends. Itéprovided as well a 

glamour of newness, ease, and affluence that made it seductive 

even to those who suffered most from it. In more recent 

history especially, this revolution has been successful in putting 

unheard-of quantities of consumer goods and services within 

the reach of ordinary people.ò 92 While the population is further 

becoming uniform thanks to distraction by corporations, ñthe 

technical means of this popular óaffluenceô hasémade possible 

the gathering of the real property and the real power of the 

country into fewer and fewer hands.ò 93 One wonders when the 

glory age of speculative investment, dangerously high credit 

allowances, and unwitting consumer demand will end. 

TELEVISION:  

 Television became the next media medium used to 

program the country ï in the form of re-domesticating women. 

After the war, women who had replaced men in the workforce 

wanted to keep their jobs; however, when the men returned 

home, the aircraft industry and others fired women and part of 

the capitalist agenda for the commodity boom involved the 

government imperative of keeping women at home. Along with 

magazines, television advertised new washing machines and 

stoves and discouraged women who wished to be independent. 

When two million women were forced out of the workforce 
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after World War II, it was the box in the living room which 

convinced the country that the ideal woman was one perfecting 

meals in the kitchen. Shows like ñI Love Lucy,ò ñLeave It to 

Beaver,ò and ñFather Knows Bestò encouraged dutiful gendered 

servitude and helped define what it meant to be a good wife and 

mother ï with the aim of selling shiny new products. 94 Ads 

ñ[targeting] women, depicting them in the kitchen, conversing 

with children, serving dinner, cleaning, and otherwise espousing 

the joy of a clean home or the latest kitchen applianceò with 

slogans like Hooverôs ñChristmas Morning Sheôll be Happier 

With a Hooverò removed the threat to the social order and kept 

women chained to their households as the ones appointed to be 

responsible for the familyôs happiness. 95 Even today, 

companies generally advertise domestic products toward 

women.    

While Eisenhower was revitalizing and rebuilding cities 

ï during which the poor lost their housing, which sparked 

unrest ï housewives in suburbia struggled to create flawless 

Jell-o molds. 96 As Ronald and Nancy Reagan opened their 

General Electric sponsored ñHome of the Futureò to the country 

through extended television commercials, parading a host of 

sparkling appliances in front of potential consumers, citizens 

were able to escape the dreariness of racial inequality, 

blacklisting, juvenile delinquency, rock and roll, and Cold War 
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anxieties; Reagan eventually felt the danger to big business 

Kennedy initiated and ran for political office. 97 Media was also 

used to help situate the society for war efforts to come and 

regular programming often eclipsed the film industry as the 

choice medium for government-approved propaganda. 

The history of needing military approval is a long one 

which includes television. ñThe Mickey Mouse Clubò of the 

1950s regularly showed ñMouse Reelsò which were ñapproved 

and prescreened by the Pentagon before they were aired.ò 98 

These films showed the thrills of the USS Nautilus as well as 

the 5004th Air Intelligence Service Squadronôs dogsled teams 

(and skipped their interrogation of prisoners and spying on our 

Soviet neighbors) in hopes of getting new recruits. 99 Walt 

Disney himself created the Nautilusô official insignia and the 

logo for the Marinesô ñToys for Totsò program. Disney ï the 

man and the corporation ï has always been complicit in 

promoting military objectives (and still is with Disney Channel 

original movies like 2004ôs Tiger Cruise and Cadet Kelly in 

2002), but it is just one of many media companies doing the 

same. 

Plenty of other television programs have been enlisted. 

In the 1960s, ñLassieò incorporated suggestions from Pentagon 

advisors to feature the Air Force Academy prominently and 

even changed a script so Cessna and the Army L-19 

reconnaissance ñBird Dogò plane appeared flawless. 100 Weekly 

TV shows ñAnnapolisò and ñWest Pointò also worked with the 
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Department of Defense to create episodes favorable for 

attracting kids and teens to branches of the service. 101 

ñDragnetò was produced with major assistance from the LAPD 

and ñSteve Canyon,ò a show about an Air Force pilot, reached 

millions of viewers with DOD assistance from 1958-1960. 102 

Alongside the military, the U.S. space program provides footage 

from its huge film library and ñNASAé.routinely provided 

technical assistance and advice to Hollywood, as with the many 

permutations of óStar Trek,ô [and] provided entire series 

storylines, as with óI Dream of Jeannie.ôò 103 Of course, 

television is still a main vehicle transmitting messages for the 

military and promoting racism, sexism, and classism, but 

convincing populations has an expanded history far beyond the 

period mentioned here. 

FILM:  

 Movies are ñpropaganda disguised as entertainmentò 

and these can be dangerous tools in certain hands. 104 

ñFollowing WWI, Adolph Zuker, the head of Paramount 

Picturesò said that the war years ñregister[ed] indisputably the 

fact that as an avenue of propaganda, as a channel for 

conveying thought and opinion, the movies are unequaled by 

any form of communication.ò 105 We carry with us images and 

words created by others which we come to think of as our own.  
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 Weôve all heard about how the Lumiere brothersô film, 

Arrival of a Train at La Ciotat, shocked audiences in 1896 

because they thought a real train was heading toward them. The 

film was less than a minute long but thatôs all it took to alter 

viewersô reality. 106 Similarly, the 12-minute film, The Great 

Train Robbery (1903), unintentionally terrified audiences who 

felt that the shot fired from a pistol was real. 107 WWII planes 

passing overhead South Pacific islanders created such a stir of 

unfamiliarity that a religion was created. Known as the Cargo 

Cult, one of their deities was, in fact, a plane, whose image was 

recreated in honor with sticks. The origin of the religion 

actually came long before when Europeans arrived bringing 

what the islanders thought was cargo sent to them from their 

ancestors. 108 These examples illustrate how easily humans are 

affected by the visual and how society has a problem 

controlling its thoughts: 

All of your internal imagesé(at least partially) originate 

from [media]éWe really canôt differentiate between 

real and unreal images. We can describe the difference, 

but we canôt manage itéHumans have existed for 

130,000 years. The Great Train Robbery was made in 

1903. For roughly 129,900 years, any moving image a 

human saw was actually realéFor 129,900 years, we 

were conditioned to understand that seeing something in 

motion had a specific meaning. But that understanding 

no longer exists; today, we constantly ósee thingsô that 
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arenôt actually thereéIs there any possible way that 

129,900 years of psychological evolution can be altered 

within the span of a single century? 109 

We simply donôt know the effect of thinking that government 

and corporate designed images originate in our own brains but 

we know the bulk of our images come from screens, whether 

we are imagining what it is like to be in outer space or picturing 

the ideal tap-dancing child.  

Shirley Temple: 

In the 1930s, Shirley Temple was the first major star 

whose image was recreated as a doll; additionally, hair bows, 

dresses, and countless other items began to be directed toward 

children via multiple types of media. People purchased these 

trappings hoping to make their little girls as adorable as Shirley, 

the biggest star of her time, as well as one of the most meteoric 

stars of all time. Thought of today as childrenôs films, they were 

originally frequented by young and old, female and male, 

because grown men enduring hardships felt that if Shirley ï 

with all her challenging abandonment ï could survive in good 

spirits, maybe they could as well. And so, the films came to 

embody the spirit of a country struggling to remain positive in 

spite of dire circumstances. Notably, Shirley Temple films were 

created during the U.S. presidentôs mandate to Hollywood to 

use their medium to enhance the mood of the nation during the 

Depression and Shirley herself received special commemoration 

from President Roosevelt. This was not an accident: ñPoliticians 

directly charged Hollywood with the task of ócheering 

Americans upôébut far more significant pressures arose out of 
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the grim economic histories of the major studios which saw all 

of them by 1936 come under the financial control of either 

Morgan or Rockefeller financial interests.ò 110 As big business 

and government used movies to inculcate society, little Shirley 

was deliberately and distinctly used for political causes.  

Her image was manipulated in upsetting ways, since 

Germany especially used blue-eyed, blond-haired Shirley 

Temple likenesses to further their own cause despite the fact 

that the actressô locks were a very dark blond and her eyes 

brown. The actress later became a representative for the 

Republican Party and a U.S. goodwill ambassador to both 

Ghana and Czechoslovakia under Republican presidents. Thus, 

her image was used by many authoritative entities to promote 

their ideologies, not to mention that several of her films featured 

blackface. The Littlest Rebel (1935), for example, is racist ï in 

this case, glorifying Confederate ideals and showing little 

Shirley herself in blackface as a way to avoid capture by the 

Yankees ï and unfortunately, like many films of the era, it 

depicts people of color as delighted to be slaves. 111 In real life, 

Shirley and her partner in several films, Bill ñBojanglesò 

Robinson, were the first onscreen dancing interracial couple 

(when she was 6 years old and he in his 50s) and the two were 

the best of friends despite his having to play the role of a slave 

ready at her bidding. She attributed learning how to tap-dance 

successfully to him and, as a child, noticed racism but wasnôt 
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fully aware of its implications when Robinson wasnôt allowed 

to stay in the same hotel as she; when she asked him about this, 

he didnôt want her to worry and told her he was fine because the 

chauffeur was staying with him. 112 The films also denigrate 

women; for example, ñin the movie Dimples, each major adult 

woman is an idiot, an evil authoritarian, or narrow-minded 

dominatrix.ò 113 The iconic actressô films are still screened 

repeatedly by pageant girls attempting to re-create the 

captivating and adorable nature of a star who influenced 

millions, illustrating yet another way her image has been/is used 

by others and showing that new generations are under this 

influence. For this reason especially, Shirleyôs life as 

consummate child performer should be examined. 

 Shirleyôs career began early. Her fan club website 

explains, ñTemple began her career [at three-years old] playing 

adult roles in a series of 1932, Baby Burlesk [sic], short subjects 

that today would be considered highly inappropriate. She played 

characters named óMorelegs Sweet-trickô (a play on Marlene 

Dietrichôs name) and óMme. Cradlebait.ô But when Fox signed 

heréthe studio abandoned the infant sexpot image and let her 

be what she really was ï an energetic, resilient, good-natured 

little girl.ò 114 Baby Burlesk never met with success, but its 

creation came as a way to compete with the infinitely more 

popular and professionally done series, The Little Rascals. The 

Little Rascals (or Our Gang or Hal Roachôs Rascals) was about 
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children behaving generally as children, whereas Baby Burlesk 

was an attempt to recreate popular adult movies with children 

playing adult roles, all while wearing diapers with huge pins 

beneath their grown-up, sometimes alluring, tops.  

 Shirleyôs mother, Gertrude, insisted that her daughter be 

given top billing and the most lines. Despite her denial of being 

a monstrous stage mother, she lied about Shirleyôs age, making 

her one year younger than in actuality, in order to make her 

talent seem all the more miraculous. Even Shirley herself was 

not told the truth about this until she was thirteen-years old. 115 

In the middle of the Depression, Shirley was earning $15,000 a 

week, but this came at quite a price. 116 ñTemple learned to rely 

on herself. In her first films, she was banished to a black box if 

she behaved ï at age 4! ï childishly. Rather than becoming 

petulant and rebellious, Temple later wrote that óthis lesson of 

life was profound and unforgettable. Time spent working is 

more fun than standing in an icy black box and getting an 

earache.ôò 117 Americaôs curly tot was put away for being a 

child? Where was her mother? On the set.  

 The child in peril plot has been popular since silent 

films, yet silent films could not convey the warm, cuddly 

feeling that a dancing, singing prodigy like Shirley Temple 

could muster, nor the courageous optimistic enthusiasm she 

spread so easily. This popular theme ï Shirley orphaned with no 

resources ï repeated yet couched in different circumstances in 
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each film must have made it easier to write several films per 

year. Plus, it resonated with audiences whose own children were 

facing such predicaments.  

 Meanwhile, Shirley was the hardest working kid in 

show business ï not just making films but advertising the 

products spawned from them. This period marks the beginning 

of the idolization of child stars because Shirley Temple was the 

first óHanna Montana.ô Bright Eyes is the first feature written 

especially with her in mind that entire families flocked to in 

order to see the little girl. 118 These first films featuring Shirley 

rescued Fox Films from financial ruin. 119 ñFans loved her as 

she was bright, bouncy and cheerful in her films and they 

ultimately bought millions of dollarsô worth of products that 

had her likeness on them. Dolls, phonograph records, mugs, 

hats, dresses, whatever it was, if it had her picture on there, they 

bought it.ò 120 Shirley was often promised a cherished Coca-

Cola after scenes were shot. 121 After working on her films all 

day, she proudly posed with each product at her motherôs 

behest: ñShirleyéposed for more than twenty product shots 

every few days at the height of her career. In retrospect, itôs 
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evident that sheôs just holding on until the last shot in some of 

the photographs.ò 122  

 A mature star in todayôs age would be hard-pressed to 

keep up with the maddening pace this child faced daily: public 

appearances, photo shoots for movie stills and product 

advertisements, song recording studio time, and the hectic 

scheduling involved in making several films per year. All press 

releases from her mother and the studio claimed Shirley didnôt 

work hard; for her, it was all playtime. Some think this narrative 

was intentionally presented in order to minimize the subject of 

work during the Depression. 123 Either way, the talented girl, 

with her mother by her side ï as both helpmate and hairdresser 

doing those fifty-plus curls ï managed to become one of few 

household name child actors who would appear not to have fall 

under the strain. Shirley not only became a world renowned 

figure of joy but she was highly regarded by her co-stars ï 

many who had top billing before she came along and were 

eclipsed by her fame still considered her professional, serious, 

well-tempered, and kind.   

 These movies were a vehicle for mass marketing, 

particularly toward the youth of the day, and ña major shift in 

playthings began in the 1930s during the Great Depression. In 

response to reduced sales, toy makers offered cheaper toys, 

often sold by the piece rather than in sets (as they had been in 

the past). This tended to encourage children to purchase their 

own toys, bypassing parental control. Toy companies also 
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began to use licensed images of popular radio and movie 

personalities in their toys to increase sales. Buck Rogers toy 

guns, Little Orphan Annie decoder rings, Popeye wind-up 

figures, and Shirley Temple dolls served as props to reenact 

stories or to identify with heroes.ò 124 As previously mentioned, 

toys became more and more gendered as a way to increase 

sales.  

 As for Shirley Temple dolls, every little girl wanted one 

(and these are still collectible). A plethora of goods became 

available, including albums featuring her singing voice, 

newspaper and magazine articles describing her daily life 

(minus the black box, one assumes), clothes with her own label, 

hats designed with her in mind, and even cigarette cases with 

her image! In addition to this bevy of well-packaged goods, it is 

claimed that a delicious beverage was invented and named for 

her while she was on vacation: The Shirley Temple, made at the 

famous Royal Hawaiian Hotel, at Waikiki, Honolulu, Hawaii, 

where she was a frequent visitor. 125  

 But Shirley was not allowed on an airplane and her life 

insurance contract at seven-years old stipulated that ñno benefits 

would be paid if the child film star met with death or injury 

while intoxicated.ò 126 More of the seamy side of Hollywoodôs 

realities come out when we take a second look at the little girl 

sometimes featured in print with different color eyes and hair 

than her own, when we study the glued on smile, when we see 

her sometimes sexualized with too much make-up. ñWhen she 

                                                           
124 άDǊƻǿƛƴƎ Cŀƴǘŀǎȅ ŀƴŘ !ǳǘƻƴƻƳȅ ƛƴ ¢ƻȅǎΦέ 
http://www.faqs.org/childhood/Th-W/Toys.html.  
125 ά¢ƘŜ Iƻƴƻƭǳƭǳ !ŘǾŜǊǘƛǎŜǊΦέ 
http://the.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/2007/Sep/28/In/hawaii.html.  
126 The Internet Movie Database. 
http://www.imdb.com.name/nm0000073/bio.html.  

http://www.faqs.org/childhood/Th-W/Toys.html
http://the.honoluluadvertiser.com/article/2007/Sep/28/In/hawaii.html
http://www.imdb.com.name/nm0000073/bio.html


52 

 

was 11, Hollywood producer (The Wizard of Oz) and lyricist 

(Singinô in the Rain) Arthur Freed exposed himself to Temple.ò 
127 She reports this herself in her autobiography, Child Star. 

Todayôs pageant toddlers are singing songs obviously written 

for adults, yet one must also review certain Shirley Temple 

songs. ñWhen Iôm With You,ò from Poor Little Rich Girl, has 

the following lyrics: ñDarling, look what youôve done to 

meéEvery street I walk on becomes a loverôs laneéWhen Iôm 

with youéOh Daddy, how I miss youéYouôre busy all your 

lifeéI long to hug and kiss youéMarry me and let me be your 

wife.ò Such wording seems inappropriate for a child to sing 

since it is filled with innuendo. The lyrics to ñOn the Good Ship 

Lollipopò (actually written about a plane) seem innocent 

enough, but while sheôs asking if the men around her will be her 

crew when she flies, they are passing her around and pressing 

sweets to her in order to leave frosting and such on her face. 

There is a creepy element to this. 

The United Statesô obsession with adorable girls 

dancing, singing, and looking substantially older than they are 

stems from the world of pageantry. JonBenet Ramsey, like so 

many other pageant girls, loved Shirley Temple movies and it is 

unknown if the mysterious slaying of the six-year old child had 

anything to do with the sexualizing, displaying, and parading of 

children; however, directing single-digit age girls to flaunt 

themselves singing suggestive lyrics and gyrating with 

shoulders bare should give us pause. Valerie Walkerdine 

examines an overlooked group in cultural studies: the preteen. 

She claims that, ñ[putting daughters on the stage is] an 

investment in little girls as objects of a suppressed but 
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nonetheless erotic gaze.ò 128 This has not gone unnoticed by 

everyone.   

Writer Graham Greene got in trouble in 1938 for his 

review of Shirley Templeôs Wee Willie Winkie in a small 

magazine. In it, he refers to her body repeatedly and how she 

ñmeasures a man with agile studio eyes, with dimpled 

depravity.ò 129 Obviously, slut shaming a nine-year old who is 

just doing her best to satisfy the adults directing her is wrong ï 

children do not understand the ways in which adult viewers 

view and Mr. Greene worded his critique in a hurtful way, but 

he does raise an interesting point: ñInfancy is her disguise, her 

appeal is more secret and more adultéHer admirers ï middle-

aged men and clergymen ï respond to her dubious coquetry, to 

the sight of her well-shaped and desirable little body, packed 

with enormous vitality, only because the safety curtain of story 

and dialogue drops between their intelligence and their desire.ò 
130 His observation of how audiences despair over young stars 

aging and his assertion that part of this has to do with the way 

society fetishizes youth is legitimate. The author fled to Mexico 

to avoid prosecution, but was sued by her parents ï who won 

the libel suit ï to get the paragraph out of the publicôs view and 

rightly so; after all, Shirley wasnôt ever deliberately courting the 

attention of unwanted advances. But the male gaze was with our 

society then and it continues now, which leaves us with a 

looming dilemma.       
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 What happens to these pint-sized dancers, singers, and 

actors? The consummate entertainer, Shirley Temple was left 

with next to nothing due to her fatherôs poor investment 

choices. 131 And her movies beg further analysis, particularly in 

relation to what our society expects from its children. Youth are 

being taught that there are few molds in which to fit and films 

such as these perpetuate this problem. There are potential 

abuses specific to child entertainers. ñIn theatre, the union has 

negotiated that there should be ówranglersô appointed by the 

producers to manage the children ï these people take over from 

the parents because backstage conditions in a theatre cannot 

physically accommodate all the parents.ò 132 The term wrangler 

is telling since this word is generally reserved for herding 

livestock. Is this how our society views the child performer, as 

one who is herded on stage to do our bidding then put away for 

the night once we are entertained?  

As the Depression came to a close and Shirley Temple 

films reached their pinnacle of success, a huge film entered the 

scene ï and Shirley nearly won the lead role in The Wizard of 

Oz. (Was it the speculated weak singing voice which lost her 

the role of Dorothy or that the filmôs producer remembered the 

11-year old laughing and leaving when he exposed himself to 

her behind closed doors?) The Wizard of Oz was first a store-

front display intended to draw children ï and their parentsô 

pockets and pocketbooks ï into a Chicago retail establishment. 

The same year L. Frank Baumôs book The Wizard of Oz was 

published, his The Art of Decorating Dry Goods Windows and 
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Interiors came out. 133 The real-life man behind the curtain was 

well-acquainted with smoke and mirrors and warned his child 

reading audience to beware of such magic. 134 That advice 

seems to have gone largely unnoticed. 

The Motion Picture Association of America: 

 The history of film propaganda is as old as the history of 

film itself but during the early days of the M.P.A.A. things took 

an ugly turn. Letôs take a look at how the M.P.A.A. ratings 

board was formed. Richard Heffner, former ratings board 

chairman, explains: ñWhen Jack Valenti became the president 

of the M.P.A.A. back iné1966, he came from Washington, he 

came from the presidentôs office where he had been Lyndon 

Johnsonôs man and he became the man of Lew Wasserman and 

of the other owners of Hollywood. He came to serve their 

interest. He came as their lobbyist.ò 135 There has always been a 

rhetorical disdain for censorship among media moguls and the 

government alike, as Dotty Hamilton explains: ñThe M.P.A.A. 

uses the fear of government censorship to keep power and 

control in the motion picture industry.ò 136 But, in truth, the U.S. 

government and the film industry have worked together to 

promote a particular ideology since the film industryôs 

inception.  

Having D.C. connections not only calmed Hollywoodôs 

elite decision makers, but made clear Valentiôs role ï and those 
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who came before and since ï in promoting Washington-

approved agendas. Jon Lewis relates the film industryôs past: 

ñYou canôt talk about the history of film without talking about 

the history of censorship, and most people see Will Hays as this 

sort of first formal attempt on the part of the industry as a whole 

to institute self-regulation.ò 137 Due to Hollywoodôs reputation 

of being ñSin City,ò the Motion Pictures Producers and 

Distributors Association put Hays in charge of a strict 

production code. Lewis continues:  

The current ratings system is unconstitutionaléIf 

somebody wanted to mount a constitutional case against 

it, well, itôs an agreement, itôs an industry agreement. 

Now, the industryôs never been competitive. Itôs always 

been collusive. Really from the very beginning, the 

studios were vertically integrated monopolies. They 

controlled development, they controlled production, they 

controlled post-production, they controlled distribution, 

and they controlled exhibition. There were two big 

strikes. There was the 1941 Disney strike in which labor 

won a sort of a fairly clear victory. And then you had the 

1945 Warner Brothers strike in which you had the battle 

between the two big industry unions, and you had the 

studios hiring scabs, and you had high-powered water 

hoses used on picketers, and one way of dealing with 

these increasingly powerful unions was to make 

participation, membership in a union, dangerous. So 

during the blacklist [the House Un-American Activities 

Committee], the two questions that were asked routinely 

at the hearings [by New Jerseyôs Jay Parnell Thomas, 
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Chairman, with Richard Nixon by his side] were: óAre 

you a member of the Communist Party?ô and óHave you 

ever held any position in the Screen Writersô Guild?ô 

First of all, asking the two questions together suggests 

that thereôs a connection between the two and asking the 

second question makes saying yes a dangerous act, so to 

ï confess seems the wrong word, but to ï confess 

membership in a union would be tantamount to 

accepting a life sentence of blacklist. People generally 

associate this with McCarthyisméit had nothing to do 

with McCarthyism at all. Once the M.P.A.A. got on 

board, the M.P.A.A. did it all themselves, and the 

blacklist was implemented by the very body that 

controlled the industry. 138        

This dark period in American history destroyed creativity, 

careers, and lives but the Disney name never tarnished in the 

scuffle, and it went on to enjoy varying degrees of success as 

the nationôs primary kidsô film creator. No one questions Waltôs 

patriotism ï or the fact that he ñnamed a number of former 

employees who had organized a labor strike as óCommunists.ôò 
139  

 The M.P.A.A. today ï whose list of members was 

anonymous until 2006ôs This Film Is Not Yet Rated ï is actually 

comprised of members of big film and movie theater 

conglomerates plus a few Christian religious types for good 

measure, so they are definitely not a body of regulation or 

                                                           
138 Kirby Dick. This Film Is Not Yet Rated. DVD. Perf. Matt Stone, Theresa 
Webb, Kimberly Peirce (London and Los Gatos CA: BBC Films and Netflix, 
2006). 
139 IŜƴǊȅ !Φ DƛǊƻǳȄΦ ά5ƛǎƴŜȅΣ aƛƭƛǘŀǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ {ǘŀǘŜ 
After фκммΦέ !ǳƎΦ ноΣ нлммΦ http://www.truth -out.org.html or 
http://www.henryagiroux.com.html.  

http://www.truth-out.org.html/
http://www.henryagiroux.com.html/
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oversight. There is no true rating beyond making sure films 

which show any alternate to mainstream U.S. media get an NC-

17 rating so they wonôt be shown in regular theaters. This 

means it is a censorship bureau which began when D.C. sent 

one of its own to supposedly control Hollywood; in actuality, it 

exists to promote a certain agenda. This has always been the 

case and it continues to be. 140 Which means you will typically 

see a non-rainbow of sexuality at theaters along with a 

nationalistic perspective ï and that nationalism seems 

increasingly promoted in kidsô films.      

CHILDRENôS FILM: 

Disneyôs Origins and Growth: 

In 1923, Walt and Roy Disney established The Disney 

Brothers Studio and 1928 saw the creation of ñSteamboat 

Willie.ò Californiaôs Disneyland opened in 1955 and its 

counterpart in Florida opened in 1971. TVôs Disney Channel 

premiered in 1983 as well as Tokyo Disney, two theme parks 

and three Disney hotels. 1992 brought Euro Disney with two 

theme parks and seven hotels. As of 2012, ñDisney has over 11 

theme parks and approximately 44 hotels surrounding the 

properties.ò 141 In 1993, Disney purchased Miramax Film 

Corporation and it later operated as a separate unit of Disney: 

ñ[At first], the Weinstein brothers continued to run Miramax 

under the supervision of Disney ExecutiveséThe relationship 

                                                           
140 Kirby Dick. This Film Is Not Yet Rated. DVD. Perf. Matt Stone, Theresa 
Webb, Kimberly Peirce (London and Los Gatos CA: BBC Films and Netflix, 
2006).   
141 Carlos Carillo, Jeremy Crumley, Kendree Thieringer and Jeffrey S. 
IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΦ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀƭǘ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΥ ! /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΦέ 
Robins School of Business, University of Richmond. Nov. 2012. 
http://www.robins.richmond.edu/documents/cases/WaltDisney.pdf.  

http://www.robins.richmond.edu/documents/cases/WaltDisney.pdf
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between Disney and the Weinstein brothers was filled with 

disagreements, both financial and strategic. One of the more 

significant disagreements came over the controversial film 

Fahrenheit 9/11 [2004] that targeted President Bush during the 

terrorist attacks.ò 142 Finally, the Weinstein brothers left 

Miramax in 2005 to pursue different interests and in 2010 it was 

sold to Tutor-Saliba Corporation. In 1995, Disney bought 

Capital Cities/ABC, giving Disney ñaccess to the television and 

cable networks of ABC and ESPN.ò 143 Disney purchased Pixar 

in 2006, though their relationship goes back to 1997. In 2009, 

they bought Marvel Entertainment ñ[giving] Disney access to 

several comic book characters, such as Spider-Man, X-Men, 

Captain America and Thor.ò 144 Disney acquired Lucasfilm in 

2012 so more Star Wars films will come along, beginning in 

2015. The range and power of this company should not be 

underestimated. 

Early Disney Misrepresentations on Replay Mode: 

 As the first studio devoted to making childrenôs films, 

most are aware of examples of early Disney racism, sexism, 

classism, their bias against the physically or mentally 

challenged, their narrow gender roles, and their contribution to 

politics but this piece would be incomplete without a cursory 

glance at its beginnings ï and the continuation of these narrow-

minded representations ï which reflect segments of the larger 

society, act as a teaching tool, and are permission-giver for little 

ones and adults in perpetuating misconceptions. When writers 

                                                           
142 Carlos Carillo, Jeremy Crumley, Kendree Thieringer and Jeffrey S. 
IŀǊǊƛǎƻƴΦ ά¢ƘŜ ²ŀƭǘ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ /ƻƳǇŀƴȅΥ ! /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎȅ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΦέ 
Robins School of Business, University of Richmond. Nov. 2012. 
http://www.robins.richmond.edu/documents/cases/WaltDisney.pdf.  
143 Carillo. 
144 Carillo. 
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point out that early Disney merely reflected a time when it was 

culturally acceptable to make fun of various types of people or 

lifestyle choices, I disagree, in part because the company still 

does this today and also because there were plenty of people 

around who helped people of color escape via the underground 

railroad when slavery was legal, a number of devoted souls who 

rescued Jewish and other persecuted people under Hitler, and 

today, there are allies who are kind-hearted, fair-minded 

humans fighting for the rights of the LGBTQ 145 community 

and others.  

There are other indications revealing the companyôs 

stern ultra-conservative stance. As early as 1938, Disney did not 

allow women to be trained for their animation department. 146 

                                                           
145 In order to be more inclusive in covering the fluidity (identities, 
orientations, lifestyles, relationship models) of gender and sexuality, the 
LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, the first two initials being 
interchangeable depending on whether one is speaking with Gays or 
Lesbians) community became LGBTQIA (with Q standing for Queer or 
Questioning, I for Intersex, and A for Asexual or Ally), then LGBTQQIAAP (P 
being Pansexual, people who refuse to be charted on the Kinsey scale) and 
LGBTSTGNC (for Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Two-Spirit, Trans, and Gender 
Nonconforming) then LGBTQQIP2SAA (2S referring to the Native American 
concept of Two-Spirit, wherein a person encompasses both female and 
male spirituality). Recently, new acronyms are being proposed in order to 
reduce the lengthiness of the aforementioned, such as GSD (Gender and 
Sexual Diversities) and GSM (Gender and Sexual Minorities). Please see 
tŀǘǊƛŎƛŀ ½ƻƘƴΩǎ Vanity Fair ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ά/ƻƭƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ YƛƴƎŘƻƳΦέ aŀǊŎƘ нлмлΦ 
http://www.vanityfair.com/culture.html and Queerty at 
http://www.queerty.com.html.    
146 άbƻ ²ƻƳŜƴ bŜŜŘ !ǇǇƭȅΥ ! 5ƛǎƘŜŀǊǘŜƴƛƴƎ мфоу wŜƧŜŎǘƛƻƴ [ŜǘǘŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ 
Disney Animation.έ Open Culture: The best free cultural and educational 
media on the web. April 29, 2013. http://www.openculture.com.html. For 
ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ .Ǌƛŀƴ /ǊƻƴƛƴΩǎ άaƻǾƛŜ [ŜƎŜƴŘǎ wŜǾŜŀƭŜŘ ς Did 
Disney Reŀƭƭȅ bƻǘ !ƭƭƻǿ ²ƻƳŜƴ !ƴƛƳŀǘƻǊǎΚέ /.w ό/ƻƳƛŎ .ƻƻƪ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎύΦ 

http://www.vanityfair.com/culture.html
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And their racist sentiments go far beyond films because in the 

1950s they had racist displays of ñredskins,ò as opposed to 

Native Americans (or Indigenous Peoples of the Americas, 

known as First Nations in Canada), in Frontierland; similarly, 

ñthe main restaurant in Frontierland featured the real life figure 

of a former slave, Aunt Jemima, who would sign autographs for 

the tourists outside of her óPancake House.ôò 147 Thankfully, 

Disney got rid of these attractions but only because of civil 

rights groups criticizing and because the Native American 

guides were trying to unionize. 148 But these misrepresentations 

can be seen in most of their films, including todayôs movies, 

and weôll look at cultural insensitivity and racism further in this 

chapter.  

Disney Public Service and the War Effort:  

 Disney educational films began in the ô40s. Thereôs the 

sex education piece, The Story of Menstruation (1946) created 

for Kimberly-Clark, makers of Kotex, and Family Planning 

(1968) presented in the interest of public service, but also 

cognizant of over-population problems because it was done for 

                                                                                                                            
June 4, 2012. 
http://www.spinoff.comicbookresources.com/2014/06/04.html.  
147 IŜƴǊȅ !Φ DƛǊƻǳȄΦ ά!ƴƛƳŀǘƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǘƘΥ ¢ƘŜ 5ƛǎƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
/ǳƭǘǳǊŜΦέ мффрΦ http://www.henryagiroux.com.html. Please also see: Henry 
!Φ DƛǊƻǳȄΦ ά5ƛǎƴŜȅΣ aƛƭƛǘŀǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ {ǘŀǘŜ !ŦǘŜǊ 
фκммΦέ !ǳƎΦ ноΣ нлммΦ http://www.henryagiroux.com.html. To learn about 
general representations in film of Muslims and Arabs, please consult: Evelyn 
Alsultany. Arabs and Muslims in the Media: Race and Representation After 
9/11 (New York: NYU PressΣ нлмнύΦ !ƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ {ǳǘ WƘŀƭƭȅΩǎ ŦƛƭƳ: Reel Bad Arabs: 
How Hollywood Villifies a People (Northampton MA: Media Education 
Foundation, 2006). And the book with the same title by Jack G. Shaheen. 
148 Giroux. 

http://www.spinoff.comicbookresources.com/2014/06/04.html
http://www.henryagiroux.com.html/
http://www.henryagiroux.com.html/
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the Population Council. 149 The latter features a lead couple with 

pale complexions but who are speaking with accents ï they 

could be Mexican farmers ï and only one out of seven 

worldwide representations is wearing U.S.-style clothing. The 

message appears to be that everyone but Americans should 

practice birth control. Before these, a number of wartime shorts 

were created supporting the fight against the Axis powers 

(Germany, Italy, and Japan): Commando Duck (1944); Der 

Fuehrerôs Face: Donald Duck as a Nazi (1943); The Old Army 

Game (1943); The Spirit of ô43 (about the importance of paying 

taxes to help the war effort); and Donald Duck Gets Drafted 

(1942). Like Frank Capraôs 1943 Prelude to War, the first in a 

series of propaganda films commissioned by the OWI (Office of 

War Information), meant to arouse the nationôs war cry, and the 

Bugs Bunny and Daffy Duck wartime cartoons, Disney did 

his/their part in leading the country. 150 And still does in a 

partisan fashion with films such as The Path to 9/11 (2006). 151 

Leaders have paid back their loyalty, as in President Bush 

telling the American public immediately after 9/11 to ñget down 

to Disney World in Florida. Take your families and enjoy life, 

                                                           
149 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ ά²ŀǘŎƘ Family PlanningΣ ²ŀƭǘ 5ƛǎƴŜȅΩǎ мфст {ŜȄ 9Ř 
tǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΣ {ǘŀǊǊƛƴƎ 5ƻƴŀƭŘ 5ǳŎƪΦέ Open Culture: The best free cultural & 
educational media on the web. Aug. 27, 2013. 
http://www.openculture.com.html.  
150 ά5ƻƴŀƭŘ 5ǳŎƪΩǎ .ŀŘ bŀȊƛ 5ream and Four Other Disney Propaganda 
/ŀǊǘƻƻƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ƻǊƭŘ ²ŀǊ LLΦέ !ƴƛƳŀǘƛƻƴΣ CƛƭƳΣ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ муΣ нлмнΦ 
Open Culture: The best free cultural & educational media on the web. 
http://www.openculture.com.html. See also at Open Culture: The best free 
cultural & educational media on the web. ά5ƻƴŀƭŘ 5ǳŎƪ ²ŀƴǘǎ ¸ƻǳ ǘƻ tŀȅ 
Your Taxes (1943).έ bƻǾΦ нрΣ нлмлΦ  
151 IŜƴǊȅ !Φ DƛǊƻǳȄΦ ά5ƛǎƴŜȅΣ aƛƭƛǘŀǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ {ǘŀǘŜ 
!ŦǘŜǊ фκммΦέ !ǳƎΦ ноΣ нлммΦ http://www.truth -out.org.html. This article can 
ŀƭǎƻ ōŜ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƻƴ IŜƴǊȅ !Φ DƛǊƻǳȄΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ ŀǘ 
http://www.henryagiroux.com.html.   
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the way we want it to be enjoyed.ò 152 In a similar vein, could 

the more recent inclusion of torture and other militarism in 

childrenôs films exist for the sake of encouraging extreme 

nationalism? 

Altering the Past: 

 Some point out that the original fairy tales contained 

violence. While this is true, fairy tales were told as stories and 

werenôt graphic, moving pictures viewed repeatedly; in 

addition, fairy tales had good moral lessons despite the terror. 

Bruno Bettelheim feels that these tales assist children in 

knowing how to deal with lifeôs difficulties through symbolic 

learning. 153 But once Disney got ahold of fairy tales, they 

sanitized them in one way but created whole new dimensions of 

weirdness. For example, compare the original story of The Little 

Mermaid with the Disney film version. Further, stories of 

historical significance have been changed to reflect the 

companyôs agenda ï in real life, John Smith and Pocahontas 

never had a romantic relationship.   

Historical Violence in Disney and Other Film Companies: 

 There are numerous examples of general violence in 

kidsô films regardless of company: Willy Wonka and the 

Chocolate Factory (1971) shows a child drowning, a terrifying 

boat ride where we see a chickenôs head cut off, and a giant 

lizard eating a child; Pinocchio (1940) features boys turned into 

donkeys working in salt mines; Dumbo (1941) gets drunk and 

                                                           
152 !ƴŘǊŜǿ WΦ .ŀŎŜǾƛŎƘΦ άDƻƛƴƎ Ŧƻr Broke: He Told Us to Go Shopping. Now 
ǘƘŜ .ƛƭƭ ƛǎ 5ǳŜΦέ The Washington Post. Oct. 5, 2008. 
http://www.washingtonpost.com.html.  
153 Bruno Bettelheim. The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and 
Importance of Fairy Tales (New York: Knopf Doubleday, 2010). 
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itôs like a bad LSD trip; Donald Duck has a starvation 

meltdown and is about to turn psychotic killer until restrained in 

Mickey and the Beanstalk (1947); a child-catcher can smell the 

blood of the children heôs hunting down to kill in Chitty Chitty 

Bang Bang (1968); and, of course, thereôs the huntsman who 

nearly carves out Snow Whiteôs heart in order to present it to 

his queen as proof of her death in Snow White and the Seven 

Dwarfs (1937). 154 Need more? Check out The Never Ending 

Storyôs (1984) sinking horse; Satanic treats which include 

demons burning in hell and nipples in the ñNight on Bald 

Mountainò sequence of Fantasia (1940); the bloody, back-

lighted scenes of The Secret of N.I.M.H. (1982); and All Dogs 

Go to Heavenôs (1989) revelation that some dogs go to hell. 155 

All rated G or PG. But, without question, Disney has perfected 

the negative.  

Representations of Physical and Mental Challenges: 

 Disney representations of mental and physical 

challenges are filled with disability stereotypes; relying on 

stereotypes both erases individuality and negates the realities of 

disability. Minority groups count on positive portrayals in 

media ï most especially those made for youth ï for self-identity 

and their overall image. From Snow White and the Seven 

Dwarfs (1937) and Dumbo (1941) to Finding Nemo (2003) and 

beyond, the company has engaged in seven decades of 

presenting challenges in ways which perpetuate Otherness. 

Hollywood generally has long used disability ñto get a laugh, a 

                                                           
154 CƛǘȊƎŜǊŀƭŘ {ƳƛǘƘΦ άт IƻǊǊƛŦȅƛƴƎ aƻƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ YƛŘǎΩ aƻǾƛŜǎΦέ 
Cracked. Oct. 15, 2009. http://www.cracked.com.html.  
155 WŀŎƻǇƻ ŘŜƭƭŀ vǳŜǊŎƛŀΦ άф ¢ǊŀǳƳŀǘƛȊƛƴƎ aƻƳŜƴǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ƭŀǎǎƛŎ YƛŘǎΩ 
aƻǾƛŜǎΦέ Cracked. June 22, 2011. http://www.cracked.com.html.  
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scream and ultimately to make a profit.ò 156 Snow White and the 

Seven Dwarfs features Doc and Dopey and their disorders of 

verbal communication while the other dwarves possess 

personality disorders. 157 So begins the Disney foray into 

disability in all its forms. 

Finding Nemoôs lead character negotiates his world in 

much the same way physically challenged persons survive: 

rejected by some, accepted by some, pegged as socially and 

physically different but rejecting assumptions made about him. 

The storyôs catalyst is the protective father and how his loving 

but restrictive actions affect his son, and the film does not 

devote much time to the fact that Nemoôs small fin is either a 

genetic error (birth defect) or the ñcongenital result of a fatal 

attack on his mother and sibling eggs.ò 158 The film does a good 

job of presenting characters which nearly all have difference yet 

who also have complete personalities beyond the traditional 

narrative that ñtypecast[s] disabled characters as misfortunate 

tragedies or sentimental, largely patronized heroes.ò 159 Yet we 

are left to wonder why the 150+ year old sea turtles seem like 

teenagers physically and psychically, how the neurotic group in 

the Sydney dentist office will survive, what is driving the 

sadistic little girl in the office, why Dory has short-term 

                                                           
156 {ǘŜǇƘŀƴƛŜ wΦ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΦ άCǊƻƳ 5ǳƳōƻ ǘƻ bŜƳƻΥ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ {ǘŜǊŜƻǘȅǇŜǎ 
ŀƴŘ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ hǾŜǊ сл ¸ŜŀǊǎ ƛƴ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ !ƴƛƳŀǘŜŘ CƛƭƳǎΦέ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ 
Cincinnati. http://www.ahead.org.html.  
157 Iftah Biran, MD, and Israel StŜƛƴŜǊΣ a5Φ ά¢ƘŜ ǎǇŜŜŎƘ ŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ 5ƻŎ ƛƴ 
²ŀƭǘ 5ƛǎƴŜȅΩǎ Ψ{ƴƻǿ ²ƘƛǘŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ŜǾŜƴ 5ǿŀǊŦǎΦΩέ ¢ƘŜ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
Neurology, Hadassah University Hospital, Jerusalem, Israel. doi: 
10.1212/WNL.57.2.363 Neurology July 24, 2001 vol. no. 2 363-364. 
158 !ƴƴ aƛƭƭŜǘǘΦ άΨhǘƘŜǊΩ CƛǎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ {ŜŀΥ ΨCƛƴŘƛƴƎ bŜƳƻΩ ŀǎ ŀƴ 9ǇƛŎ 
wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 5ƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΦέ .ƻƻƪ ŀƴŘ CƛƭƳ wŜǾƛŜǿΦ Disabilities Studies 
Quarterly. Winter 2004, Volume 24, No. 1.  
159 Millett. 
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memory loss, and whether Marlinôs emotional disability and 

anxiety will fade. It appears as though Dory and Marlin will 

become a couple ï no surprise there, itôs Disney! ï and we are 

led to believe that the spectacled bodies on display will 

overcome their supposed intellectual and physical difficulties or 

prevail in spite of them as seen in traditional narratives.       

Criminality:  

Given that criminal deviance is often Disney fare, it is 

significant that Disney removes any social conditions such as 

poverty when portraying criminality, instead making the culprit 

an individualôs inherent qualities; that is, people are either good 

or evil. These can be divided into the following groups: The 

Status-Seekers, like Lady Tremaine in Cinderella (1950) or 

Gaston in Beauty and the Beast (1991), although female villains 

are chastised, whereas Gaston-type figures still make young 

women swoon and never pay for their sexist bumbling. 160 The 

Wealth-Seekers, such as Cruella de Vil in 101 Dalmatians 

(1961) and Mr. Clayton in Tarzan (1999). The Throne-Seekers, 

as illustrated by Ursula in The Little Mermaid (1989) and Yzma 

in The Emperorôs New Groove (2000). The Revenge-Seekers, 

like Captain Hook in Peter Pan (1953). The Evil-Seekers, such 

as Maleficent in Sleeping Beauty (1959) and Madame Mim in 

The Sword and the Stone (1963). 161 ñThe Disney representation 

of criminality as deriving from an internal quality is consistent 

with how Americans generally view crime in the United 

States.ò 162 And what is the effect of viewing crime in this 

manner? Removing social problems as contributors to the 

                                                           
160 wŜōŜŎŎŀ wŀōƛǎƻƴΦ ά5ŜǾƛŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ 5ƛǎƴŜȅΥ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ /ǊƛƳŜ ƛƴ 
Disney FiƭƳǎΣ ! vǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΦέ ²ŜǎƭŜȅŀƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ нллуΦ ǇΦ пл-45. 
161 Rabison, 45-69. 
162 Rabison, 69. 
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behavior of criminals ñnot only makes it easier to kill them but 

also to distance ourselves from any sense of responsibility for 

the roots of the problem itself.ò 163 Teaching children to view 

crime in this manner and making judgments about race and 

class has real-world consequences but it is not the only 

depiction which is problematic. 

Animal Abuse: 

 One example of problematic anthropomorphized 

creatures is seen in a 2013 Disney TV cartoon called ñGasp!ò In 

trying to save his pet fish, Mickey throws his pet cat out of a 

four-story high window. The viewer does not see if the cat is 

okay before the end of the short. In ñMickeyôs Good Deed,ò 

from 1932, Mickey sells his beloved pal, Pluto, to help a cat 

family with many (about twenty) kids for whom there are no 

presents at Christmas, even though he and Pluto have no money 

for food. ñO Come All Ye Faithfulò plays in the background. 

We see the mother crying and a portrait of a man behind bars 

which is labeled ñFather.ò A fish which is only bones swims in 

a fish bowl. After witnessing this, Mickey ï with hands around 

Plutoôs neck ï drags his pet to be sold to the wealthy man 

whose child wants him. Pluto is abused by the toddler, who 

bangs him on the head with a mallet, tries to run over him with 

a toy train, and ties things to his tail. Finally, the dad has their 

butler throw Pluto out: We then see a bare bottom, and we 

overhear the crying child whose father administers at least ten 

hits/slaps. While Mickey and Pluto end up together again, the 

audience has seen the betrayal of a friend, the imposed hunger 

of a friend, and child abuse but, because these are all animals, 

these situations are presented as acceptable.     

                                                           
163 wŜōŜŎŎŀ wŀōƛǎƻƴΦ ά5ŜǾƛŀƴŎŜ ƛƴ 5ƛǎƴŜȅΥ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ /ǊƛƳŜ ƛƴ 
5ƛǎƴŜȅ CƛƭƳǎΣ ! vǳŀƭƛǘŀǘƛǾŜ !ƴŀƭȅǎƛǎΦέ ²ŜǎƭŜȅŀƴ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ нллу. p. 70. 
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Sexism/Gender Misrepresentation: 

Women have always been objectified in the companyôs 

movies. Besides creating all supposedly good females with the 

same body type, see Beauty and the Beast, which is a primer for 

teaching women how to endure being in an abusive relationship. 

This has a cumulative effect which tells girls how to behave 

(and look!) in order to get the prince, yet boys too are taught 

how to interact with women ï that women are either servants or 

objects of pleasure or both ï and they are instructed to be 

attracted only to stereotypically Disney versions of 

attractiveness. Womenôs bodies are generally large-breasted 

with tiny waists, while menôs bodies are large-shouldered, 

huge-armed, big-chested, and chiseled ï those men who do not 

fit into this mold are either outcast or seen in subservient roles. 

Many a climactic scene is shown in Disney films with two 

males fighting either to maintain/gain power or win the love of 

a woman. Since themes of vengeance define masculinity and 

projections of servitude and sexuality define womanhood, there 

is little room for more well-rounded characters. 164  

Pro-Disney articles talk about how theyôre finally 

coming around and the proof is in Mulan (1998) and 

Pocahontas (1995), but these female leads look and act pretty 

much the same as all the other female leads ï and end up 

interested in male heroes. Ho-hum. Sure, some of the new films 

like Brave (2012) also offer women on horseback. And I 

suppose it says something that a female hero can choose not to 

marry ï Wait! In what year was that finally allowed? Often, the 

new leads are subjected to the same patriarchy, the same 

wardrobes, make-up artists, and evil personal trainers (who 

                                                           
164 Sanjay Newton. YouTube. ά{ŜȄƛǎƳΣ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ϧ 5ƻƳƛƴŀƴŎŜΥ LƳŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ 
aŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅ ƛƴ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ CƛƭƳǎΦέ Also ̧ ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΥ ά5ƛǎƴŜȅ ŀƴŘ {ŜȄƛǎƳΦέ  
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appear to use the same stretching devices on their new clients as 

used to achieve the slim bodies of earlier female heroes). Why 

is it that the one character who isnôt interested in a man ï like 

the lead character in Brave, Princess Merida ï is presented as 

suspect in the mediaôs discussion of whether or not she is meant 

to be seen as asexual or a lesbian? Because viewers of these 

films have so often, and for so long, been exposed to the same 

script: Pretty girl gets the handsome guy. In our collective 

consciousness, thatôs just what sheôs destined to do. In Brave, 

Pixarôs 13th movie, we see a medieval ñKatniss,ò the first 

female lead in seventeen years. 165 Maybe thatôs something.  

What does it say about our society that we are so 

desperate to crawl back into the womb of false retro security ï 

whether presented through toys many of us saw as kids or in 

lands with occasionally benevolent royalty ï that we are willing 

to go along with what we know is wrong, such as laughing 

when Ken is severely bullied by Barbie in Toy Story 3 (2010)? 

Basically, every Disney/Pixar film is problematic for using 

stereotypical and derogatory representations like the 

aforementioned and there seems no limit to the varieties of 

prejudice. Virtually every Spanish-speaking character is 

presented as criminal or lazy or as some sort of misogynistic 

flirt ï see Buzz Lightyear when heôs switched to Spanish mode 

in Toy Story 3 as an example. And it isnôt just Disney/Pixar. The 

Lego Movie (2014) ï produced by Warner Bros., Village 

Roadshow Pictures, and others ï gives the Lego version of 

Dumbledore an extra high voice presumably because the author 

of the Harry Potter character stated he was gay after she 

completed the series.   

                                                           
165 aŀǊȅ tƻƭǎΦ ά²Ƙȅ tƛȄŀǊΩǎ Brave Lǎ ŀ CŀƛƭǳǊŜ ƻŦ CŜƳŀƭŜ 9ƳǇƻǿŜǊƳŜƴǘΦέ 
Time. June 22, 2012. http://www.ideas.time.com.html.  

http://www.ideas.time.com.html/
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Racism: 

In the 1890s, Populist leader Tom Watson addressed 

poor Black and white farmers: ñYou are kept apart that you may 

be separately fleeced of your earnings. You are made to hate 

each other because upon that hatred is rested the keystone of the 

arch of financial despotism which enslaves you both. You are 

deceived and blinded that you may not see how this race 

antagonism perpetuates a monetary system which beggars you 

both.ò 166 The opposition enforced white working class 

supremacy through which whites were taught lifestyle changes 

to purportedly express their superiority. It didnôt take media 

long to reflect racist sentiments which further segregated the 

races; it has existed in film since its inception and Disney has 

been expert in promoting such. Real-life ramification in todayôs 

world? ñUpturns in teen suicide rateséfor white males crept up 

only 22 percent between 1980 and 1995 while the rate for Black 

males jumped 146 percent.ò 167 Keep in mind that Black men 

with college degrees earn the same as white men with high 

school diplomas. 168 We have a problem. 

Disney racism and cultural insensitivity extends to 

books released by the company, including Walt Disneyôs 

Mickey Mouse and the Boy Thursday from 1948. The childrenôs 

book tells the tale of a West African who arrives at Mickeyôs 

house in a crate of bananas and the boy is presented as an 

unintelligent person who does not understand a supposedly 

civilized society. Goofy refers to him as a ñdim-witted little 

                                                           
166 aŀǊǘƘŀ wΦ aŀƘƻƴŜȅΦ ά/ƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƴƎ {ƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅΥ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛǘŜ 
ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΦέ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ [ŀǿ {ŎƘƻƻƭΦ 
https://www.law.upenn.edu.html.  
167 Barry Glassner. The Culture of Fear: Why Americans are Afraid of the 
Wrong Things (New York: Basic Books, 2009), 109. 
168 Glassner, 109.  

https://www.law.upenn.edu.html/
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monkeyò in a clear case of Othering. 169 When Mickey speaks 

to Boy Thursday, he uses typically racist Western film language 

made to be used by Native Americans and those communicating 

with them such as ñYou washumò when instructing him to get 

clean. Minnie calls the boy a beast and tells Mickey: ñYou canôt 

keep a savage in your home.ò The character destroys items, is 

heard speaking gibberish, and worships Goofy because he 

resembles an African totem pole. At first, Mickey recognizes 

that the youngster needs a patient hand to guide him, but he 

mainly says ñNo, no, noò to the boy ï and he ends up dumping 

him off at the circus to get rid of him, presenting him to the 

head of the circus as ña real wild man.ò 170 This is merely one 

example of hundreds of breaches by the company over the 

years.     

You donôt have to look too long to find other examples 

of racism in Disney productions: How about Pedro, the 

Mexican Chihuahua, in Lady and the Tramp (1955)? Or Tito, 

the Chihuahua with a temper in Oliver and Company (1988)? 

Thereôs the Siamese cat who uses chopsticks to play the piano 

in The Aristocats (1970), Chip ónô Daleôs ñRescue Rangerò 

seriesô (1989) Siamese Twin Gang (with the character Juice 

Lee, karate expert), and Si and Am, the Lady and the Tramp 

                                                           
169 άhǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦƛŜǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƻ ōŜ 
different from oneself or the mainstream, and it can reinforce and 
ǊŜǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
J.L. Johnson, J.L. Bottorff, A.J.  Browne, S. Grewal, B.A. Hilton, and H. Clarke. 
άhǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘŜȄǘ ƻŦ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŎŀǊŜ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦέ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 
of Nursing, University of British Columbia. Health Commun. 2004; 
16(2):255-71. 
170 ά¢ƘŜ 5ŀǊƪ {ƛŘŜ ƻŦ 5ƛǎƴŜȅΦέ 
http://www.darksideofdisney.wordpress.com.html. See also ²ŀƭǘ 5ƛǎƴŜȅΩǎ 
Mickey Mouse and the Boy Thursday (Racine, Wisconsin: Whitman 
Publishing Company, 1948). 

http://www.darksideofdisney.wordpress.com/


72 

 

(1955) Siamese cats. Disney continued 101 Dalmatians on TV 

with ñ101 Dalmatians: The Series,ò which had the character, 

Persian Pete, who was a bully with ñPetting Deficit Syndrome.ò 

Thereôs the denigration of Native Americans in Peter Pan 

(1953), whose ñWhat Made the Red Man Redò song explains 

that a guy got kissed and blushed and then the whole of Native 

Americans were that color ï ña deep Crayola redò ï ever after, 

as opposed to ï what? ï the regular default mode of white skin. 
171 The film shows Native Americans as misogynistic and adds 

a supposedly traditional dance where Tiger Lily seems more 

like a strip tease dancer. 172 King Louie from The Jungle Book 

(1967) and his ñI want to be like youò song is classic racism. 173 

More currently, how about 1989ôs The Little Mermaid and its 

Jamaican-sounding crab who explains to Ariel that itôs better 

ñUnder the Seaò because ñUp on the shore they work all 

day/Out in the sun they slave away/While we devotinô/Full time 

to floatinô/Under the sea!ò Study the depictions of ñthe duke of 

soulò and the blackfish in the film and decide for yourself if 

these representations help civil rights or perpetuate unkind 

stereotypes. Or check out the even more recent Planes (2013) 

and Planes: Fire and Rescue (2014) Mexican character El 

Chupacabra who serenades a female plane with a fast version of 

The Miraclesô 1975 song ñ(Iôm Just a) Love Machineò as well 

as a slow version with Mariachi style band backup. This raced-

plane is obviously a womanizer and DisneyToon Studios 

(which usually does direct-to-video DVDs for the company) has 

repeatedly created Latino characters in a similar vein. ñSurely 

itôs no longer acceptable to have a Mexican character in a 

                                                           
171 ¢ǎƘŜǇƻ aƻƪƻŜƴŀΦ άLǎ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ wŀŎƛǎǘΚέ CǊƛŘŀȅ ннnd April, 2011. 5ƻƴΩǘ tŀƴƛŎ. 
http://www.dontpaniconline.com.html.   
172 .Ŝƴ WƻǎŜǇƘΦ ά¢ƘŜ ф aƻǎǘ wŀŎƛǎǘ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΦέ Cracked. November 
16, 2007. http://www.cracked.com.html. 
173 Joseph. 

http://www.dontpaniconline.com.html/
http://www.cracked.com.html/
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luchador mask whose onscreen appearances are announced by a 

strum of flamenco guitar.ò 174 We agree.    

Included on the ñBusiness Insiderò list of the most racist 

films of all time are several Disney films: Fantasia (1940), 

which features a half-donkey, half-human Black centaur who is 

ñgiddy and sloppy and [before Disney removed the scene ï and 

even denied Sunflowerôs existence rather than simply 

apologizing! ï in the 1960s and beyond versions of the film] 

was seen at one point polishing the hoofs of her white-centaur 

counterpart.ò 175 Dumbo (1941) has black birds (voiced by a 

white person sounding like the companyôs idea of African-

American 176) whose leaderôs name is Jim, as in Jim Crow. 

Yikes. Song of the South (1946) had stereotypical African-

American characters in nearly every scene and erased Civil War 

era plantation life tensions and hardships by making it seem as 

if Uncle Remus loved his ñzip-a-dee-doo-dahò life. The website 

includes the treatment of Native Americans in Peter Pan 

(1953), the Asian stereotyping of the Siamese cats in Lady and 

the Tramp (1955), and expounds upon the ways in which the 

more current Aladdin (1992) portrays the Arabic community ñas 

violent people who treat women abusivelyò and, of course, 

recites lyrics from its song ñArabian Nightsò: ñWhere they cut 

off your ear/ if they donôt like your face/ Itôs barbaric, but hey, 

                                                           
174 άΨtƭŀƴŜǎΩΥ /ǊŀǎƘ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎΦέ The Economist. Aug. 16, 2013. 
http://www.economist.com.html.  
175 YŜŜǊǘŀƴŀ {ŀǎǘǊȅΦ ά{ƘŀƳŜ ƻƴ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘΥ ¢ƘŜǎŜ !ǊŜ ¢ƘŜ aƻǎǘ wŀŎƛǎǘ CƛƭƳǎ 
hŦ !ƭƭ ¢ƛƳŜΦέ Business Insider. Jun. 1, 2012. 
http://www.businessinsider.com.html.  
176 .Ŝƴ WƻǎŜǇƘΦ ά¢ƘŜ ф aƻǎǘ wŀŎƛǎǘ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ /ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊǎΦέ Cracked. November 
16, 2007. http://www.cracked.com.html.  

http://www.economist.com.html/
http://www.businessinsider.com.html/
http://www.cracked.com.html/
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itôs home.ò 177 [Beginning lines were finally changed ï after 

repeated attempts from the American-Arab Anti-Discrimination 

Committee which began even before the filmôs original release 

ï on the 1993 video release to: ñWhere itôs flat and immense/ 

and the heat is intense/ Itôs barbaric, but hey, itôs home.ò The 

filmôs original soundtrack album features the previous version 

but subsequent re-releases donôt. 178 It is interesting that the 

voices which replace the edited lines are noticeably deeper than 

the original, as if to make an obvious point; further, when the 

original lyrics are used, the chosen words act to make the 

listener keenly aware of the words ear and face and the brutality 

of what is being said because the rest of the stanzasô third and 

fourth lines and the refrainôs second and third lines rhyme with 

one another ï by/flyénot/hotéguard/hardé ear/face? ï and 

there is a dissonance.]   

Kidsô Filmsô Contemporary Political and Wartime Value:  

 Letôs look more closely at Disney during the Gulf War 

because their portrayals of the Arabic world as conniving and 

mean-spirited in the film Aladdin (1992) went a long way in 

convincing viewers that most in the distant land were unusually 

cruel. Further, Disneyôs racist tone against Arab culture did not 

completely stop even when protests occurred. Executives 

changed one line, but ñmispronunciation of Arab names in the 

film, the racial coding of accents, and the use of nonsensical 

scrawl as a substitute for an actual written Arabic language 

                                                           
177 YŜŜǊǘŀƴŀ {ŀǎǘǊȅΦ ά{ƘŀƳŜ ƻƴ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘΥ ¢ƘŜǎŜ !ǊŜ ¢ƘŜ aƻǎǘ wŀŎƛǎǘ CƛƭƳǎ 
hŦ !ƭƭ ¢ƛƳŜΦέ Business Insider. Jun. 1, 2012. 
http://www.businessinsider.com.html. 
178 ά!ƭŀŘŘƛƴ όмффнύΥ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘŜ ±ŜǊǎƛƻƴǎΦέ LƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ aƻǾƛŜ 5ŀǘŀōŀǎŜΦ 
http://www.imdb.com.html.  

http://www.businessinsider.com.html/
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were not removed.ò 179 The film reiterated news and other 

media misrepresentations of the culture during the Gulf War. As 

Jasmine and Aladdin, the heroes in the film, are given pleasing 

features and American accents ï Aladdin even being modeled 

after popular actor Tom Cruise ï the supposedly bad characters 

are given hideous features and heavy accents. 180 This is little 

different than when ñthe despicable hyena storm troopers speak 

through the voices of Whoopi Goldberg and Cheech Marin in 

racially coded accents that take on the nuances of the discourse 

of a decidedly urban, black and Latino youthé[so] children are 

taught that cultural differences that do not bear the imprint of 

white, middle-class ethnicity are deviant, inferior, unintelligent, 

and a threat to be overcome.ò 181 Two years after Aladdin, the 

video sequel, The Return of Jafar (1994) included the lyrics: 

ñArabian nights like Arabian dayséthey shock and amaze. 

Pack your shield, pack your sword, You wonôt ever get bored, 

Though [get] beaten and gored, you might.ò 182 These offensive 

lyrics were unchallenged by most: The film is ñone of the 20 

top-selling videos of all time.ò 183 [The ñshock and amazeò 

wording reminds us of George W. Bushôs ñshock and aweò 

campaign for Operation Iraqi Freedom.]  

                                                           
179 IŜƴǊȅ !Φ DƛǊƻǳȄΦ ά!ƴƛƳŀǘƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǘƘΥ ǘƘŜ 5ƛǎƴƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
/ǳƭǘǳǊŜΦέ http://www.henryagiroux.com.html.  
180 This is repeated today through news stories of beheadings, as if the U.S. 
electric chair is somehow more humane; similarly, the 2015 Charlie Hebdo 
and more recent attacks in France garner attention, whereas the reasons 
behind their occurrence are neglected in media. Ask what is missing from 
your screens which might cause some to react in such a desperate way.   
181 IŜƴǊȅ !Φ DƛǊƻǳȄΦ ά!ƴƛƳŀǘƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǘƘΧέ 
182 Jack G. Shaheen. Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies A People (New 
York and Northampton: Olive Branch Press, 2001), 52.  
183 Shaheen, 52. 
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Disney has been in the service of promoting right-wing 

political requests since its inception and it continues to do so in 

todayôs world. Disney has routinely promoted the ñismsò 

(sexism, classism, racism, etc.), encouraged the sexual binary 

and heterosexual stance, and created a particular semi-clad body 

image for women and girls to follow, but it is the increasing 

violence and militarism ï often promoted through offspring 

companies ï which should be the primary focus because its 

pervasive cruelty is changing society adversely here and abroad. 

One potential problem is that these violent films tell others that 

the United States deserves return violence; another problem is 

that those who are marginalized/accused become targets. 

The Vilification of Arabs and Muslims: 

 While there are contemporary examples of racism 

through stereotyping in kidsô films against Latinos, Native 

Americans, Asians and others, Arabic and Islamic slams have 

existed for more than 100 years and are on the rise. The Arab or 

an American of Arab heritage is never portrayed as a regular 

person. Since 1896, celluloid Arabs are portrayed as ñbrutal, 

heartless, uncivilized religious fanatics and money-mad cultural 

óothersô bent on terrorizing civilized Westerners, especially 

Christians and Jews.ò 184 Audiences never question why Arabs 

are consistently presented thusly: ñBlack beard, headdress, dark 

sunglasses. In the background ï a limousine, harem maidens, oil 

wells, camels. Or perhaps he is brandishing an automatic 

weapon, crazy hate in his eyes and Allah on his lips.ò 185 But 

there are deeply political reasons why this is the case.  

                                                           
184 Jack G. Shaheen. Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies A People (New 
York and Northampton: Olive Branch Press, 2001), 2.  
185 Shaheen, 2. 
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 First, the facts: ñThe term óArabô [refers] to the 265 

million people who reside in, and the many more millions 

around the world who are from, the 22 Arab states.ò 186 There is 

a mixed ethnicity due to occupation by Europeans, so ñsome 

Arabs have dark hair, dark eyes, and olive complexions [while] 

otherséhave freckles, red hair, and blue eyes.ò 187 Think all 

those in Arabic countries are Muslim? Nope. ñAbout 15 million 

Arab Christians reside there as wellò and their lifestyles, 

careers, and dress ñdefy stereotyping.ò 188 In actuality, ñtheir 

dress is traditional and Western. The majority are peaceful, not 

violent; poor, not rich; most do not dwell in desert tents; none 

are surrounded by harem maidens; most have never seen an oil 

well or mounted a camel.ò 189 Moviegoers will not see ñArab 

immigrants and their children making good in America.ò 190 

There are no representations of those who fought ï and still are 

ï Americaôs wars or work/ed in American factories. 191 Of the 

over 900 largely Hollywood films made between 1896 and 2001 

[Shaheen dissects], only a handful depict heroic Arabs. 192 Even 

making fun of the Arabic word for God, ñAllah,ò which Arab 

Christians and Muslims use, producers imply that these cultures 

are not worshipping the ñótrue Godô of the Christians and Jews.ò 
193  

 Hereôs a history lesson: ñAs for Americans of Arab 

heritage, prior to World War I, nearly all the Arabs immigrating 

                                                           
186 Jack G. Shaheen. Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies A People (New 
York and Northampton: Olive Branch Press, 2001), 2. 
187 Shaheen, 3. 
188 Shaheen, 3. 
189 Shaheen, 3. 
190 Shaheen, 4. 
191 Shaheen, 4. 
192 Shaheen, 10-11. 
193 Shaheen. 11. 
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to America were Christians: Lebanese, Palestinians, and 

Syrians. Today, the majority of the United Statesô Arab-

American population is also Christian; about 40 percent are 

MusliméMost of the worldôs 1.1 billion Muslims are 

Indonesian, Indian, or Malaysian. Only 12 percent of the 

worldôs Muslims are Arab. Yet, moviemakers ignore this 

reality, depicting Arabs and Muslims as one and the same 

people. Repeatedly, they falsely project all Arabs as Muslims 

and all Muslims as Arabs. As a result, viewers, too, tend to link 

the same attributes to both peoples. In reality, of course, 

Mideast Arabs ï and Arab-Americans ï are more than a bit like 

you and me.ò 194 If you shake to the core every time you see 

someone wearing a hijab, youôve been programmed by U.S. 

media to be fearful. If you think all Italians are part of the 

Mafia, that all Jewish people are part of an international 

conspiracy, and that all Muslims are fanatics, please think again 

because, as Sydney Harris points out, ñin the world today, more 

than ever, barriers of this kind must be broken, for we are all 

more alike than we are different.ò 195  

 What is the real world effect of xenophobia? Hate. ñOne 

can certainly make the case that movie landôs pernicious Arab 

images are sometimes reflected in the attitudes and actions of 

journalists and government officials. Consider the aftermath of 

the 19 April 1995 bombing of the federal building in Oklahoma 

City. Though no American of Arab descent was involved, they 

were instantly targeted as suspects. Speculative reporting, 

combined with decades of harmful stereotyping, resulted in 

more than 300 hate crimes against them.ò 196 Even Henry 

                                                           
194 Jack G. Shaheen. Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies A People (New 
York and Northampton: Olive Branch Press, 2001), 3-4.  
195 Shaheen, 1. 
196 Shaheen, 7. 
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Kissinger cautioned after the tragedy: ñIn an age when far more 

people gain their understanding from movieséthan from the 

written word, the truth is not a responsibility filmmakers can 

shrug off as an incidental byproduct of creative license.ò 197 

Over time, ña steady stream of bigoted images does, in fact, 

tarnish our judgment of a people and their culture.ò How sad ï 

and destructive ï to hate before even meeting someone. 

 The Islamic faith especially is shown as obsessed with 

holy war, and made up of male supremacists. Mosques are 

typically shown on screen only before civilians are massacred 

by those who just prayed. 198 American audiences shamefully 

rose, clapped, and cheered during the 2000 film, Rules of 

Engagement, when U.S. Marines gunned down 83 Yemini men, 

women, and childrenéñnot necessarily because of cultural 

insensitivity, but because for more than 100 years Hollywood 

has singled out the Arab as our enemy.ò 199 Islamophobia and 

Arabophobia continue, in part, due to military backing. 

 ñMore than fourteen feature films, all of which show 

Americans killing Arabs, credit the DOD for providing needed 

equipment, personnel, and technical assistanceé[condoning] 

Arab-bashing ventures.ò 200 This vilification is seen even in 

places one would not expect: ñShockingly, producers insert 

egregious, amoral Villains, Sheikhs, Egyptians, and Palestinians 

in more than 250 movies that have absolutely nothing to do 

with Arabs or the Middle Easté[referred] toéas cameos. 

Appearing like unexpected jumbo potholes on paved streets, 

nasty Arabs clutter hundreds of non-Arab scenarios ï and even 
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noted filmmakerséparticipate in thiséRenowned writers such 

as Neil Simon, Tom Wolfe, and Paddy Chayefsky also 

tarnished Arabs. About 40 films, including Network (1976), 

Chapter Two (1979), and The Bonfire of the Vanities (1990) 

contain discriminatory dialogueéBetween 1980-2001, 

Hollywood released more than 120éinsidious Anti-Arab 

insertions.ò 201 In 2002, at a DOD-funded bash for M.P.A.A. 

president, Jack Valenti, hosted by Defense Secretary William 

Cohen, spokesman Kenneth Bacon explained why the DOD 

fraternizes with image-makers: ñIf we can have television 

shows and movies that show the excitement and importance of 

military life, they can help generate a favorable atmosphere for 

recruiting.ò 202 So there it is. 

You might want to ask yourself: Why donôt Americans 

know the word ñsheikhò means ñliterally a wise elderly person, 

the head of the familyé[and that] throughout the Arab world, 

to show respect, people address Muslim religious leadersò in 

this way? 203 Do you know the difference between a hijab, a 

niqab, a burka, a chador, and a khimar? Thatôs because you 

havenôt ï and wonôt ï see a primer for such on TV or in film. 

Why do we think Iran is an Arab country, not Persian? Why do 

Israeli-Palestinian conflict films never show Israelis as 

oppressors? Why are Arab-American soldiers never seen in our 

films, even though plenty of them defend the homeland? Why 

are directors like Steven Spielberg, Ridley Scott, and Francis 

Ford Coppola complicit in perpetuating bigotry by inserting 

Anti-Arab sentiments in films [like The Black Stallion (1979), 

Back to the Future (1985), Young Sherlock Holmes (1985), and 

                                                           
201 Jack G. Shaheen. Reel Bad Arabs: How Hollywood Vilifies A People (New 
York and Northampton: Olive Branch Press, 2001), 27.  
202 Shaheen, 16. 
203 Shaheen, 19. 
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G.I. Jane (1997)]? All stereotypes are hateful but perhaps the 

most poisonous are the ones with a long history, encouraged in 

present day. Isnôt it time for a change? 

Disney, Pixar, and the New Order: 

Back to DisneyéJust as the studioôs popularity was 

beginning to wane, a new order of architects took over. A main 

concern is the introduction, inculcation, and enculturation of 

violence to youth and, while certainly not alone, Disney/Pixar is 

a major player. The 1980s saw new animators replacing the old 

at Disney, as Tim Burton, director extraordinaire, Brad Bird of 

ñThe Simpsonsò fame and later director of The Iron Giant 

(1999), Pixarôs The Incredibles (2004) and Ratatouille (2007), 

and John Lasseter, future Pixar guru and eventual Disney 

executive overran the place like mice. 204 In 1984, Michael 

Eisner came from Paramount to boost a faltering Disney but his 

ñruthless management styleò left many in his wake; after two 

decades at the helm, he was ousted in 2005 by Waltôs nephew. 
205 After his time at Disney, he had a talk show, started a media 

holding company, and spent his own money to make TVôs 

ñGlenn Martin, D.D.S.ò before hooking up with Universal 

Pictures/Comcast for marketing and distribution of his own 

movies. 206  

Before he left, he and head of Disneyôs film unit and 

former Eisner buddy at Paramount, Jeffrey Katzenberg, 

developed a nasty working relationship which caused 

                                                           
204 M. Keith Booker. 5ƛǎƴŜȅΣ tƛȄŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IƛŘŘŜƴ aŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Films (Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2010), 40. 
205 Booker, 41. 
206 CǊŜŘ tǊƻǳǎŜǊκwŜǳǘŜǊǎΦ άCƻǊƳŜǊ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ /9h 9ƛǎƴŜǊ ōŀŎƪ ƛƴ ƳƻǾƛŜƳŀƪƛƴƎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎŀƭΦέ мо bƻǾΦ нлмоΦ New York Daily News. 
http://www.nydailynews.com.html.  
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Katzenberg to leave in 1994. Katzenberg, Steven Spielberg, and 

David Geffen then founded DreamWorks SKG. 207 But before 

the split, Eisner and Katzenberg began filming The Brave Little 

Toaster, with Lasseter as director. The anthropomorphic 

machines in The Brave Little Toaster face such dire horror 

genre circumstances that one begins to think that this is a film 

made for adults pretending to be a kidsô film. 208 Of course, 

Lasseter would continue and expand the troubling themes of 

cruelty and torture when promoting Pixarôs upcoming films like 

Toy Story.    

 The film was slashed by Disney mid-production and 

Lasseter was fired because Disney saw no promise in the idea of 

using computers. Of course, Pixar became the fruition of 

Lasseterôs dream while The Brave Little Toaster was finished at 

loosely related Hyperion Pictures (so named for the street of the 

original Disney studio), which had been founded by former 

Disney staff. The film was co-written by Joe Ranft, who did 

voiceovers for Pixar, but Lasseter worked on the picture even 

when it was at Hyperion. 209 Disney was supposed to distribute 

but there were problems and in 1991 it was subsequently 

released on video.  

The Brave Little Toaster is, in essence, a Pixar prototype 

in its retro-toy theme and its dark nature with horror tropes and 

adult subject matter. 210 This film shows the distinction between 

Disney and Pixar, even though Pixar is owned by Disney today. 

Perhaps the Walt Disney Company felt more comfortable 

releasing films of a more violent nature under Pixar in the same 

                                                           
207 M. Keith Booker. DisƴŜȅΣ tƛȄŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IƛŘŘŜƴ aŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Films (Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2010), 41-42. 
208 Booker, 45. 
209 Booker, 43. 
210 Booker, 42-43. 
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way they began Touchstone Pictures brand in 1983 in order to 

release movies which have dark and or mature themes so as to 

not tarnish the idealized innocent Disney image.  

The collaborative efforts of technology hotshots 

continued as the new animation style developed, perhaps more 

by accident than design. George Lucas was able to create the 

outstanding special effects at his Industrial Light and Magic 

(ILM) which made Star Wars a success. When it struggled 

financially in the 1980s, Apple giant Steve Jobs bought it 

thinking ñthe group might be able to turn a profit by developing 

and marketing computer software and (especially) hardware for 

the government and medical community with a potential 

secondary market for the use of movie studios (Disney was a 

key early customer) in creating computer-generated special 

effects.ò 211 The shorts ILM created to generate income caught 

on and, of course, the rest is history. ñFormer Pixar head, Steve 

Jobs, [was in 2010] Disneyôs largest shareholder and Pixarôs 

Lasseteréis now chief creative officer of the animation studios 

of both Disney and Pixar.ò 212 Now George Lucas is ñthe 

second-largest single shareholder in the entertainment giant 

after the estate of Steve JobséDisney has hired J.J. Abrams to 

direct a new óStar Warsô movie and is looking to launch spin-

offs around certain characters.ò 213 Meanwhile, Pixar has 

become not only a leader in technological advances, but is a 

brand whose very name draws crowds to its latest films.  

                                                           
211 M. Keith Booker. 5ƛǎƴŜȅΣ tƛȄŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ IƛŘŘŜƴ aŜǎǎŀƎŜǎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ 
Films (Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2010), 77. 
212 Booker, 43. 
213 [ǳŎŀǎ {ƘŀǿΦ ά5ƛǎƴŜȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŦŜǊǎ Ϸн. ƛƴ {ǘƻŎƪ ǘƻ DŜƻǊƎŜ [ǳŎŀǎ ǘƻ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ 
[ǳŎŀǎŦƛƭƳ {ŀƭŜΦέ The Wrap: Covering Hollywood. Feb. 6, 2013. 
http://www.thewrap.com.html.    
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The point is that these top technological geniuses 

contributed to very new content (read: torture, cruelty, 

militarism, and the grotesque) in childrenôs film, which seems 

to have started with The Brave Little Toaster series, a trilogy 

which includes not only the horror genre, but an animal 

experimentation lab, the killing of anthropomorphized 

machines, cannibalism of the aforementioned, etc. In the middle 

of this exciting computer age, new studios were created which 

actively promote adult-level violence in content.   

EDUCATION:  

Education, too, has a past which explains how we got in 

this mess. In most of the 19th century and earlier, individual 

schools were independent but the Committee of Ten and other 

bureaucratic organizations took charge of the education system 

during the Progressive era. Therefore, a new standardized 

institution was created, one which implemented policies to 

dictate new rules that demanded professional credentials, 

oversaw tardiness and absenteeism, and changed curriculum, 

etc. Taylorismôs factory goals were homogenization, 

centralization, and sorting and these were initiated in the 

schools. James B. Conant worked as a chemist on poison gases 

during World War I, was a president of Harvard University, and 

was chairman of the National Defense Research Committee 

(NDRC) overseeing the Manhattan Project making atomic 

bombs before he again turned his attention to the education 

system and making sure there would be enough workers in 

place to keep the country going. His closure of more than 

100,000 small schools meant ñthe size of the average high 

school increased 300 percent, with many urban high schools 

ballooning to over 3,000 students.ò A promoter of the 

Scholastic Aptitude Test, Conant believed only fifteen to twenty 

percent were worthy of college, and his aptitude testing, 
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tracking, and ability grouping are still with us today (which is 

why, beginning in middle school or earlier, little Timmy will 

either be in Math or Advanced Math and why high school 

counselors dictate a studentôs course selection resulting in their 

course for life). 214 

Despite rhetoric stating that these new institutional 

reforms were to aid in democracy and broaden opportunity for 

all (like all educational reforms since claim is the case), the 

truth is that ñthese reforms instilled resentment among students 

over the paternalism, regimentation, and inflexibility of the 

modern public school.ò 215 The effects of prolonged schooling, 

the splintering of academics according to perceived abilities, the 

favoring of upper-middle class kids in testing which promoted 

social and ethnic divisions, and gigantic schools following a 

central dictate unwittingly pushed an alienated youth into a 

rebellious state. 216  

This distrust of institutions spilled into politics as youth 

of successive generations came to question the inequality of 

sexism, racism, and classism now inherent in the system. They 

came to realize that their own forced school incarceration was 

created to prevent a disrupted labor market; likewise, they came 

to recognize they were being used as cheap labor once they had 

fulfilled educational requirements. 217 But after-school positions 

the service factor came to depend on gave teens the money for 

snacks, CDs, and clothes; in addition, it was now normalized 

                                                           
214 Please see http://www.scholarcommons.usf.edu.html for my thesis on 
ǘƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎΥ ά±ƛǎƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭΥ ¢ƘŜ 9ŦŦƛŎƛŜƴŎȅΣ 9ȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜΣ ŀƴŘ 9ȄŎƭǳǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
WŀƳŜǎ .Φ /ƻƴŀƴǘΦέ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ {ƻǳǘƘ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΣ нлмлΦ 
215 Steven Mintz. IǳŎƪΩs Raft: A History of American Childhood (Cambridge 
and London: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2004), 291. 
216 Mintz, 287-291.  
217 Mintz, 328.  
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that parents would give toys year-round. 218 The result is an 

even greater amount of disposable income being spent on what 

youth are led to believe is hip, because the assault on 

consecutive generations has been armed with heavier 

ammunition. 

 

                                                           
218 Steven Mintz. IǳŎƪΩǎ wŀŦǘΥ ! IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ /ƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ (Cambridge 
and London: The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2004), 343.   
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II.  MUSIC:  
 

ñIôm sick to death of being fucked about by men in suits sitting on their fat 

arses in the City.ò 

- John Lennon, expressing his frustration over The Beatles not legally 

owning their own songs 

ñMedia culture is the result of the industrialization of information and 

culture. Images, sounds and spectacles help produce the fabric of life, 

dominating leisure time, shaping political views and social behavior, and 

providing the materials out of which people forge their identities.ò 

- Douglas Kellner, author 

ñI think that we have created a new kind of person in a way. We have created 

a child who will be so exposed to the media that he will be lost to his parents 

by the time he is 12.ò 

- David Bowie, British singer/song writer 

 

MUSIC VIDEOS:  

ñBitchesò n ñHoesò: 

 Seen on television channels, online, and on oneôs phone, 

music videos, as accompaniment to songs played on the radio, 

often incorporate cruel or dark storylines; yet it is the abuse 

against women which should be noted especially. If it looks like 

many music videos are made by porn directors, it is because this 

is the case. The limited view of female sexuality ï as seen 

through heteronormative male fantasy (and the overwhelming 

majority of writers, editors, and directors are male) ï serves to 

keep women in degraded situations and instigates real-life 

violence against them. 
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Rape Culture Ramifications:  

Male entitlement in music video acted as catalyst for 

real-life violence toward women during New York Cityôs 

Puerto Rican Day Pride parade in 2000 when men reenacted 

scenes by dowsing women, removing their clothing, and 

sexually assaulting them. The Seattle, Washington, 2001 Mardi 

Gras festival saw a woman sexually assaulted by many men 

publically. With no objection from audiences who view such 

scenes in media, this behavior is seemingly condoned by our 

society. 219 When women are shown only as sexual bodies, their 

full, unique humanness is erased, leading to dehumanization 

which allows mistreatment and justification of abuse, and since 

these depictions are seen across genres, whether country, hip-

hop, or rock, young viewers may come to think that these 

filmed interactions are how people are supposed to act in daily 

life: that is, women are always sexual tricksters who exist to 

happily be playthings or who enjoy punishment and the role of 

men is to conquer as many as possible. 220 These images are 

seen repeatedly in our rape culture. When Sleeping Beautyôs 

Princess Aurora is kissed by the prince and she pulls back from 

him, then he pursues her and she acquiesces, we learn that itôs 

okay for men to do what they want to women; similarly, more 

recent pop culture illustrates that women and girls are mere 

objects to be ruled by a masculine hand. Remember that nine 

                                                           
219 Sut Jhally. Dreamworlds 3: Desire, Sex & Power in Music Video 
(Northampton MA: The Media Education Foundation, 2007). A free version 
can be seen at http://www.kaltura.com.html. Also recommended is the 
documentary about female street harassment, War Zone, by Maggie 
Hadleigh-West (1998).    
220 Bill Yousman, Jeremy Earp and Jake Geissman. Dreamworlds 3: Desire, 
Sex and Power in Music Video. Media Education Foundation Study Guide. 
2007. 
http://www.mediaed.org/assets/products/223/studyguide_223.pdf.html. 
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out of ten rape victims were female in 2003, that 44% are under 

age 18, and that 15% of rape and sexual assault victims are 

under age 12. 221      

Female Condemnation: 

When Justin Timberlakeôs ñCry Me a Riverò video 

shows him stalking an ex and when he exposes part of Janet 

Jacksonôs body as an act of power during the Super Bowl 

XXXVIII performance, he sends the message that this is how 

women should be treated. Frighteningly, Timberlake enjoyed 

continued status as a male superstar after the event, while 

Jackson was criticized for having her body exposed. He sings 

ñIôll have you naked by the end of this songò from ñRock Your 

Body,ò and tears off her breastplate, leading to what became 

known in popular culture as Nipplegate ï and a downfall of her 

career. The controversy shouldnôt have aimed at whether nudity 

is acceptable but why the male hand which caused the incident 

was not held accountable.  

Given that every year over a million women are stalked 

by intimate partners, that one in five college women are either 

the victim of rape or attempted rape, that on college campuses 

ninety percent of rape victims are attacked by someone they 

know, that a sexual assault happens in the U.S. every 2 ½ 

minutes, and that one in six women have been the victim of 

sexual assault, isnôt it time that we reconsider these images? 222 

It is easy to say that parents should monitor what their children 

view, but technology has advanced to the point that such images 

                                                           
221 ά²Ƙƻ !ǊŜ ǘƘŜ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎΚέ RAINN (Rape, Abuse and Incest National 
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222 Sut Jhally. Dreamworlds 3: Desire, Sex & Power in Music Video 
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and messages are actually in the hands of kids themselves ï 

and, if not your kids, then others will show them at lunch or 

they will see it or hear it when flipping channels on television or 

going up and down the radioôs dial or when on the Internet 

submitting an assignment, often the only way to get credit in 

todayôs school system.  

Portraits of women as hypersexual and minorities as 

lesser take many demeaning forms. Nellyôs ñTip Drillò shows a 

credit card being swiped down a womanôs rear; the term tip drill 

means a woman having sex for money with many partners so, 

with the visual action of the card being swiped, viewers may 

think that women are only interested in men for their money or 

that female prostitutes deserve punishment.  

Slasher/Horror Film Tropes: 

Some music videos use the idea of womenôs bodies ï 

but not their personalities ï being available for men to a 

frightening extreme. Take, for instance, Kanye Westôs 

ñMonsterò video (from his 2010 album, ñMy Beautiful Dark 

Twisted Fantasy,ò featuring Rick Ross, Jay-Z, Bon Iver, and 

Nicki Minaj), where dead-looking women are posed nearly 

naked in underwear, sexy stockings, and high heels lying in 

pools of blood with blood splattered on the walls. Kanye even 

holds up a freshly severed womanôs head, clearly commenting 

that women are but mutilated trophies devoid of thoughts, 

feelings, or personhood. A statement before the video claims 

that: ñThe following content is in no way to be interpreted as 

misogynistic or negative towards any groups of people. It is an 

art piece and it shall be taken as such.ò This is perhaps 

allowable for those with training in deconstructing art but the 

majority of the audience is untrained youth who are stimulated 

by images not words. Women hanged by chains around the neck 



91 

 

swinging, the weight of their dead bodies causing movement; 

the male lead putting the arm of one dead woman around 

another in bed to arrange them in a fashion he deems 

appropriate; two people eating the bloody innards of a body; 

and a woman abusing a tied up woman with torture trope black 

head wrap covering her face give one pause. 223 Obviously, the 

artist is enjoying playing with zombie and monster routines but 

this blending of sexuality with horror is an increasing trend. 

Horror film tropes continue in the video ñWhat Do You 

Mean?ò (2015) by Justin Bieber. Justin is seen giving a guy a 

big wad of cash. He requests, ñmake sure the girl doesnôt get 

hurt.ò The man responds: ñYou play with fire, you just might 

get burnt.ò We discover that heôs paid for psycho-killer mask 

wearing thugs to interrupt the coupleôs romantic time to 

terrorize them but, because of the comment the man heôs paid 

made, we do not know if she will be harmed and, in fact, she 

has to fight off being attacked. He asks her if she trusts him just 

before they jump out of the upper story window. Forward to he 

and his supposed love at a skate-boarding rave which includes 

the masked killer dudes. Hey, Justin, what the hell do you 

mean?  

Sexuality, Stereotyping, and Self-Esteem Issues: 

It is not that there is anything wrong with portraying 

sexuality, but it is diversity which is lacking. Rarely are healthy 

relationships shown; gay men and other examples illustrating 

the range of sexuality are not shown, though women on women 

male fantasies are commonplace; moreover, Black women are 

further denigrated because they are often shown as prostitutes, 

strippers, or as being out to take advantage of men in some way; 

                                                           
223 άaƻƴǎǘŜǊ ōȅ YŀƴȅŜ ²ŜǎǘΦέ http://www.vimeo.com.html.  

http://www.vimeo.com.html/
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and Black men in videos are often forced to appear drunk or as 

if they are using drugs, and as violent and misogynistic. Female 

music stars are encouraged to display their bodies as a way of 

gaining acceptance in the culture, erasing any positive role-

models for young women. 224 And Miley, you didnôt help when 

you attacked Sinead OôConnor for trying to help you ï ask 

yourself how the music industry negatively affected her mental 

health. Girls learn early that their worth comes from their looks, 

which is having a devastating impact on their collective self-

esteem and has led to eating disorders, body dysmorphic 

disorder, anxiety and depression, and self-injurious behavior. 225  

The ideal image of beauty is more extreme and 

impossible than ever before. In the old days, the 

perfection was achieved through cosmetics and 

airbrushing but now itôs possible for that image to be 

absolutely perfect because of computers. You never see 

the photograph of a woman considered beautiful that 

hasnôt been digitally altered to make her absolutely 

inhumanly perfect. Girls are being encouraged to 

achieve that ideal at younger and younger ages all the 

time. They end up measuring themselves against an 

impossible standard and feeling themselves wanting as a 

result of it. Also not surprisingly, young men who are 

shown lots of photographs of supermodels then judge 

real women more harshly. The most important thing to 

understand about all of these images and how they affect 

                                                           
224 Bill Yousman, Jeremy Earp and Jake Geissman. Dreamworlds 3: Desire, 
Sex and Power in Music Video. Media Education Foundation Study Guide, 
2007. 
http://www.mediaed.org/assets/products/223/studyguide_223.pdf.html.  
225 Jennifer Siebel Newsom. Miss Representation. DVD. Perf. Jean Kilbourne, 
Katie Couric, Hillary Rodham Clinton, Geena Davis, Malkia Cyril (San 
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us is that the effect is primarily subconscious and that it 

is very harmful but that for the most part weôre not 

really aware of that, which is why we need to pay 

conscious effort to these images. 226  

Children are particularly impacted by the images they see 

because these images shape the way in which they view 

themselves and their role in life. Young men and women are 

essentially being trained to pattern themselves after video 

scripts. 

Repressive Relationships: 

An example of morose visuals having little to do with 

lyrics comes in Maroon 5ôs ñMapsò (2014). Girlfriend of the 

protagonist (played by lead singer, Adam Levine) witnesses him 

kissing another girl at a party so she leaves, is hounded by a 

homeless person and, as she turns abruptly to get the begging 

hand off of her, sheôs hit by a passing vehicle. Levine arrives at 

the hospitalôs ER and the song ends with the girlfriendôs heart 

monitor flat-lining. So, where does the ñI was there for you / In 

your darkest times / I was there for you / In your darkest nightò 

part come in? Seeing the bloodied and cut face of the victim of 

a car accident and a boyfriendôs lack of caring seems only like a 

lesson in destruction. 227 This tendency to elevate violence and 

unhealthy relationships is growing. 
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Katie Couric, Hillary Rodham Clinton, Geena Davis, Malkia Cyril (San 
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Tricks of the Trade:  

Youth are certainly not trained to question the messages 

presented to them but, even when one is aware, advertisers 

know how to manipulate audiences; those in charge have many 

ways to disable the brainôs capacity to deconstruct messages: 

ñMany short scene changes [like] an MTV video; the use of 

strange camera angles; [and] the playing of fast, rhythmic music 

in the background.ò Another method is time compression as 

seen in TV advertisements. Mild distractions like these prevent 

counter-arguing against messages. 228 So, we are programmed 

to accept that which is portrayed as normalcy. 

Music videos are essentially advertisements for the 

music industry and musical acts are often not given permission 

to create their own videos or images. As consumers, purchases 

ï or lack thereof ï are the best way to send a message to huge 

music companies but even when music is not bought, songs 

surround us in movies, on television, on the Internet, and in 

advertising.           

RADIO:  

Programming Problems: 

Of course, radio is the main vehicle promoting todayôs 

music. In addition to support from advertisers, the commercial 

medium presents biased talk radio programs and snippets of 

news which do not explain both sides of an issue; further, 

features covered by morning disc jockeys tend to separate 

women and men through reviewing problem dates or tricking 

                                                           
228 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronson. Age of Propaganda: The Everyday 
Use and Abuse of Persuasion (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001), 
187-188. 
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someone in order to find out if one in a couple is cheating; 

afternoon programs track the latest Hollywood stars; evening 

presents Delilahôs request and dedication show revealing 

listenersô personal love and life secrets while the host assists in 

choosing songs to encourage listeners. This programming, 

while highly entertaining, serves as distraction from actual news 

events which affect the public. Warping real-life, healthy 

interactions between men and women by pitting one against the 

other and making weight-gain of females headline news gives 

listeners a false sense of what matters in life. Radio stations also 

announce TV programming schedules so listeners can become 

viewers later in the day ï but only the shows of stations the 

parent company owns. These are presented in an exciting 

manner and as if everyone will tune in.  

Corporate Control:   

Further, radio stations commonly speed up songs so that 

there is more time to run advertisements, the station can 

advertise playing more tunes per hour than their competitors, 

and the songs sound more upbeat; this has been noticed on 

iTunes songs as well. Television ads are often run slightly faster 

in order to disable the brainôs ability to develop counter-

arguments against advertisersô messages; perhaps increasing the 

speed of music has the same effect on audiences. These 

techniques are being implemented by conglomerates whose 

main objective is making money but who also carry tremendous 

influence over audiences. Most of the companies in the 

recording industry are subsidiaries of the Big Five media giants. 
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229 For example, AOL Time Warner owns fifty-two different 

record labels. 230   

Fewer and fewer listener stations are independently 

owned. For example, an overwhelming majority of channels are 

under the control of Clear Channel Communications, who own 

and operate over 1200 radio stations across the United States. 
231 Therefore, the information presented to listeners has a 

corporate slant, is limited in scope, and is simultaneously 

repeated on every channel they own. Clear Channel Media and 

Entertainment reaches 243 million monthly listeners in the U.S. 

alone. 232 This control takes away diversity on the airwaves, 

leaving listeners at the mercy of corporate giants. And adults are 

only part of the listening audience. 

The Children Are Listening:  

Little ears are also tuning in to the airwaves. According 

to Arbitronôs (now owned by Nielsen Audio) Radio Today 

2013: How America Listens to Radio, ñ92% of consumers aged 

12 years and older listen to the radio each week.ò 233 Further, 

the average teenager ñlistens to 10,500 hours of rock music 

during the years between the 7th and 12th grades.ò 234 Younger 
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children listen as well to increasingly negative content with 

graphic lyrics such as the following. Please note that my interest 

is in pointing out trends in violence, militarism, and cruelty; 

therefore, I do not include abounding messages about sex, 

recreational drugs, alcohol, or messages which essentially 

instruct how to behave. Children and teens hear lyrics from 

ñCool Kidsò by Echosmith (2013) which tell them ñI wish that I 

could be like the cool kids, óCause all the cool kids, they seem 

to fit in.ò Will some of them aspire to join the popular group at 

any cost rather than work to be the best version of who they 

are? Meanwhile, messages featuring war and medical terms, 

sadomasochistic and misogynistic sentiments, suicide and 

revenge themes, and references to animalistic behavior ï not 

ever speaking of the natural worldôs creaturesô gentleness ï rock 

our listening pleasure. We are made to fall in love with pop 

singers and their introductory innocent songs which turn 

progressively darkeréturning into Katy Perryôs anti-gay songs 

(ñUr So Gayò and ñItôs A Choiceò ï uh, maybe it is a choice for 

her) and Taylor Swiftôs latest which has a direct reference to a 

current war.     

War Language: 

Use of military and murderous language helps to 

normalize conflict as part of everyday life and conditions 

culture to the idea of being in a perennial state of war. Major 

Lazer and DJ Snakeôs ñLean Onò (2015) has the following 

lyrics: ñBlow a kiss, fire a gun. All we need is somebody to lean 

on.ò 235 Waitéwhat? Is it the ñblow a kissò or the ñfire a gunò 

part which is supposedly offering the comfort of ñsomebody to 

                                                                                                                            
Sport Policy and Conduct (CSPC) in the School of Health, Physical Education, 
and Recreation at Indiana University, Bloomington. 
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lean on?ò Jay Seanôs ñDownò (featuring Lil Wayne, 2009) 

includes the following by Lil Wayne: ñDown like sheôs suppose 

to be. She gets down low for me. Down like her temperature. 

óCause to me sheôs zero degrees. Sheôs cold, over freeze. I got 

that girl from overseas. Now sheôs my Miss America. Now can 

I be her soldier, please? Iôm fighting for this girl on the 

battlefield of love.ò 236 Sadeôs LP ñSoldier of Loveò (2010) and 

single of the same title includes the following lyrics: ñIôm in the 

front line of this battle of mine. But Iôm still alive. Iôm a soldier 

of love. Every day and night, Iôm a soldier of love. All the days 

of my life, Iôve been torn up inside. Iôve been left behind.ò 237 

Maroon 5ôs ñOne More Nightò (2012) continues the theme: 

ñYou and I go hard at each other like weôre going to war. You 

and I go rough, we keep throwing things and slamming the 

door. You and I get so damned dysfunctional, we stopped 

keeping scoreéSo I cross my heart and I hope to die, that Iôll 

only stay with you one more night.ò 238 The listening audience 

thus becomes primed ï that is, subconsciously prepared ï for 

expecting life to unreservedly include war.  

This seems especially distasteful when specific wars are 

mentioned. Taylor Swiftôs ñBad Bloodò (Remix, 2015), 

featuring Kendrick Lamar, includes the following war language: 

ñHey! I canôt take it back, look where Iôm at! We was on D like 

DOC, remember that? (Remember that) My TLC was quite OD, 

ID my facts (ID my). Now POV of you and me, similar Iraq . I 

donôt hate you but I hate to critique, overrate you. These beats 

of a dark heart, use basslines to replace you. Take time and 

erase you, love donôt hear no more. No I donôt fear no more, 

better yet respect, ainôt quite sincere no moreéHey! Remember 
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when you tried to write me off? Remember when you thought 

Iôd take a loss? Donôt you remember? You thought that I would 

need yah. Follow procedure, remember? Oh wait you got 

amnesia? It was my season for battle wounds, battle scars. Body 

bumped, bruised. Stabbed in the back; brimstone, fire jumping 

through. Still, all my life, I got money and power. And you 

gotta live with the bad blood now.ò The songôs bridge includes 

the lines: ñBand-aids donôt fix bullet holes, You say sorry just 

for show. If you live like that, you live with ghosts. (You 

forgive, you forget, but you never let it go)éIf you love like 

that blood runs cold.ò 239 Comparing a specific current war with 

a relationship pushes the metaphorical battlefield boundary and 

negates suffering during wartime. What about the children 

getting their arms blown off in war-ravaged countries?  

Sometimes conflict images appear even when lyrics 

have no connection as seen in Katy Perryôs (featuring Kanye 

West, 2010) ñE.T.ò Several wounded animals are presented, 

including one half-alive still writhing and wriggling under the 

lion which has attacked it; a fast-motion decomposing fox; 

animals attacking each other; animals having sex; the remains 

of an extinct bird in a bag; a nuclear explosion; a falling piece 

of Arctic ice; and a war scene with explosion. There is a vested 

interest in keeping the public consciousness focused on the 

military considering that the Pentagon base budget increased 43 

percent from 2001 to 2011 and that the Homeland Security 

budget increased 301 percent during the same time period (both 

figures inflation-adjusted). 240  
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Fierce Depictions of Animals: 

 Animals have always been included in songs, but thereôs 

been a shift ever since Duran Duranôs ñHungry Like the Wolfò 

(1982) whose lyrics include: ñIôm on the hunt Iôm after 

youéStalked in the forest, too close to hide. Iôll be upon you by 

the moonlight sideéHigh blood drumming on your skin.ò 241 

Forward to Maroon 5ôs ñAnimalsò (2014) lyrics: ñBaby, Iôm 

preying on you tonight, Hunt you down eat you alive, Just like 

animals, animals, like animals-malséMaybe you think that you 

can hide. I can smell your scent from mileséItôs like we canôt 

stop weôre enemies but we get along when Iôm inside you. 

Youôre like a drug thatôs killing meéBut you canôt stay away 

from me. I can still hear you making that sound, Taking me 

down, Rolling on the groundéYou canôt deny-ny-ny, That 

beast inside-side-side.ò In the video, Levine works as a butcher 

and enjoys hanging beside chunks of meat in the freezer and 

rubbing blood all over himself. He stalks a woman, even getting 

close enough to take a photo of her while she sleeps. In the end, 

we see that this has just been a dream but the video shows the 

couple embracing while blood is poured over them. 242 Another 

ñAnimalsò tune was released in 2013 by Martin Garrix, where 

hard-shell furry head costumes are worn by a gang of men who 

dance in a club, then smash in a carôs windows, pour gasoline 

on it, and set it on fire. Bruno Marsô ñGorillaò (2013) says, ñIn 

this jungle you canôt run, Cause what I got for you, I promise 

itôs a killer. Youôll be banging on my chest, Bang, bang, 

gorillaéI got a fistful of your hairéOh, you and me baby 

                                                           
241 http://www.azlyrics.com.html. 
242 WŜǎǎƛŎŀ /ƘŀǎƳŀǊΦ ά!ŘŀƳ [ŜǾƛƴŜ ŀŎŎǳǎŜŘ ƻŦ ǇǊƻƳƻǘƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƭƪŜǊ ǊŀǇŜ ƛƴ ƴŜǿ 
Ψ!ƴƛƳŀƭǎΩ ǾƛŘŜƻΦέ The Washington Times. Thurs., Oct. 2, 2014. 
http://www.washingtontimes.com.html.   

http://www.azlyrics.com.html/
http://www.washingtontimes.com.html/


101 

 

making love like gorillas.ò 243 Could this tune have inspired the 

question asked on Tampa Bayôs party station, WILD 94.1 

(1/25/15): ñWould you rather lick butter from a homeless 

personôs toes or have sex with a gorilla?ò It seems ridiculous 

that radio stations will bleep out supposedly bad words artists 

intended to have in their songs but will ask such disrespectful 

and disturbing questions (making fun of someone forced to beg 

on the streets and beastiality) of their audiences.   

Medical Terminology/Body Parts: 

 ñBleeding Loveò by Leona Lewis (2007): ñMy heart 

melts into the groundéMy heartôs crippled by the vein that I 

keep on closingéYou cut me open and I keep bleeding...keep 

keep bleeding loveéI keep bleeding, I keep keep bleeding love, 

keep bleeding, keep keep bleeding loveéyou cut me 

openéand itôs draining all of meéIôll be wearing these scars 

for everyone to see.ò 244 This was among the first songs using 

graphic medically oriented depictions well beyond Olivia 

Newton Johnôs ñHeart Attackò of the 1980s. Curiously, perhaps 

a result of economic downturn, the 1980s marked an interesting 

time in American music in that it was the first time many songs 

were released with sad messages accompanied by upbeat tunes. 

One of the latest in this mode is Enrique Iglesiasô 2013 ñHeart 

Attack,ò written to explain the shock a person feels when 

theyôve lost a romantic partner. Enter Sharon Van Ettenôs ñYour 

Love is Killing Meò (2014): ñBreak my legs so I wonôt walk to 

you. Cut my tongue so I canôt talk to you. Burn my skin so I 

canôt feel you. Stab my eyes so I canôt seeéYour love is killing 

me.ò 245 Take 2015ôs ñStitches,ò by Shawn Mendes. The video 
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shows him with a black and blue face and bloodied lip from 

being beaten by an invisible competitor and his head smashing 

through a car window. Another is Silentoôs ñWatch Me 

(Whip/Nae Nae)ò from 2015: ñNow watch me whip (Kill it!), 

Watch me nae nae (Okay!), Now watch me whip whipéDo the 

stanky legéNow break your legs, Break your legs.ò 246 The 

Weekendôs 2015 ñCanôt Feel My Faceò could be included in 

multiple categories for its death language and for insulting 

women, but the idea of not being able to feel oneôs face yet 

loving it seems odd indeed: ñAnd I know sheôll be the death of 

me, at least weôll both be numb, And sheôll always get the best 

of me, the worst is yet to comeéI canôt feel my face when Iôm 

with you, but I love it, but I love itéò 247 As Meghan Trainor 

tries to bring average and plus-size women back into fashion, a 

noble aspiration, she ends up shaming women for their bodies 

because her song, ñAll About That Bass,ò (2015) pits thin 

women against those who are heavier: ñYou know I wonôt be no 

stick-figure, silicone Barbie dolléIôm bringing booty back. Go 

ahead and tell them skinny bitches.ò 248 These references to 

bodies get ickier when romance and sexuality enter the 

equation.    

Medical Terminology/Body Parts with Sexual Overtones: 

 Thereôs a whole list dedicated to ñSongs with Body 

Parts in the Titleò at Songfacts 

(http://www.songfacts.com.html). It is an interesting if 

incomplete list because it is only mentioning such in titles. A 

new fad seems to be the combining of romance and sexuality 

with body parts and or medical terminology.  
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ñIn the Darkò by Dev (2011): ñWhen you work on 

meéOpen me up and do some surgery.ò 249 This song 

references medical procedure from a female invitational 

perspective. ñTalking Bodyò by Tove Lo (2015) says: ñBite me 

while I taste your fingertipséBodies, our baby making bodies 

we just use for fun. Bodies, letôs use them up til every little 

piece is gone.ò 250 Another pop hit (from 2009) is Lady Gagaôs 

ñTeeth,ò which instructs: ñDonôt be scared, Iôve done this 

before. Show me your teeth. Donôt want no money, that shit is 

ugly. Just want your sex. Take a bite of my bad girl meatéTake 

a bite of me boy. Show me your teethéLet me see your 

meanéIôm gonna love you with my hands tiedéOpen your 

mouth boy. Show me your teethéNow show me your fangs.ò 
251 Body parts are simply the beginning of problematic 

discourse. 

Female Abduction: 

Female abduction is another popular topic. ñE.T.ò by 

Katy Perry, featuring Kanye West (2010): (Kanye:) ñI got a 

dirty mind, I got filthy wayséIôm tryna bathe my ape, in your 

milky wayé(Katy:) Kiss me, Kiss meéInfect me with your 

love and fill me with your poisonéTake me, take me, wanna be 

your victiméReady for abductioné(Kanye:) Pockets on shrek, 

rockets on deckéTell me whatôs next? Alien sex. Imma disrobe 

you. Then Imma probe you. See Iôve abducted you, so Iôll tell 

you what to do. I tell you what to do.ò 252 The idea of abducting 

a woman, whether or not an extra-terrestrial is involved, is 
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troublesome, particularly since the woman is saying she wants 

to be a victim. 

Condescension of Women by Men: 

 ñGold Digger,ò by Kanye West (featuring Jamie Foxx, 

from 2009), refers to a woman taking advantage of a man for 

his money. Although the term ñgold diggerò can refer to a male 

or female, it is stereotypically derogatorily used against women. 

This seems like an unfair characterization of women generally, 

but specifically because women typically earn less than men for 

the same work and are the ones who additionally care for 

children and other family members. This song not only accuses 

the woman of taking the money a man needs but suggests she 

isnôt spending the money well: (Jamie Foxx) ñShe take my 

money when Iôm in needòé(Kanye West) ñ18 years, 18 years, 

She got one of your kids, got you for 18 years. I know 

somebody paying child support for one of his kids. His baby 

mammaôs car and crib is bigger than hiséShe was supposed to 

buy your shorty TYCO with your money. She went to the 

doctor got lypo with your moneyéò 253 Another song which 

denigrates women is Chris Brownôs (featuring Lil Wayne and 

French Montana) ñ(These Girls Ainôt) Loyalò from 2013. One 

YouTube video version of the song and several lyrics websites 

replace the word girls with hoes. 254 Lyrics like (Lil Wayne): 

ñWhy give a bitch your heart when sheôd rather have a purse?ò 

and ñYou all about her, and she all about herséò 255 continue 

the misperception that all women are just interested in men for 

financial remuneration and expand the intentionally created 

divide between men and women. Then thereôs Bruno Marsô 
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great 2013 tune ñTreasure,ò but the song begins with the line 

(not given radio play but on the purchased version): ñBaby 

squirrel, youôs a sexy mother fucker.ò Are women like baby 

squirrels? But itôs not just men who are putting down women.  

Condescension of Women by Women: 

Women seem to be better at it than ever these days. 

Take ñBlack Widow,ò by Iggy Azalea, featuring Rita Ora, 

whose 2014 lyrics include: ñIôm gonna love ya, Until you hate 

me. Iôm gonna show ya, Whatôs really crazy. You shouldôve 

known better, Than to mess with me, honey. Iôm gonna love ya, 

Iôm gonna love ya, Like a black widow, baby.ò 256 Meghan 

Trainorôs second release from 2015, ñDear Future Husband,ò 

seems like an anti-feminist themed novelty song. In the same 

way her first release pits women against women, the second pits 

women against men and proposes a mean-spirited approach to 

marriage as she tells her unwise future mate: ñTake me on a 

date. I deserve it, babe. And donôt forget the flowers every 

anniversary.    Cause if youôll treat me right, Iôll be the perfect 

wife. Buying groceries, buy-buying what you needéAfter 

every fight, just apologize. And maybe then Iôll let you try and 

rock my body right. Even if I was wrong, you know Iôm never 

wrong. Why disagree? Why, why disagreeéYou gotta know 

how to treat me like a lady, Even when Iôm acting crazyéDear 

future husband, make time for me. Donôt leave me lonely. And 

know weôll never see your family more than mineéIôll be 

sleeping on the left side of the bed. Open doors for me and you 

might get some kisses. Donôt have a dirty mind, Just be a classy 

guy. Buy me a ring. Buy-buy me a ringéIf you wanna get that 

special loving, Tell me Iôm beautiful each and every night 

(thatôs right). Oh-woah. Future husband, better love me right.ò 
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257 Woe is right. Advertising for the song shows photos of her in 

heels, an apron, headband, and rubber gloves. Sheôs on a 

kitchen floor scrubbing it with a brush and thereôs a bucket of 

soapy water, a sponge, and a bottle of cleaning fluid next to her. 

David Guettaôs (featuring Nicki Minaj and Afrojack) 2014 hit, 

ñHey Mamaò echoes these sentiments: ñYes, I do the cooking. 

Yes, I do the cleaning. Plus I keep the na-na real sweet for your 

eating. Yes, you be the boss and yes, I be respecting, whatever 

that you tell me ôcause itôs game you be spitting.ò 258 Hey, why 

donôt we go back to the days of using Lysol to keep those 

vajayjays suitable enough for a man? 259 Itôs ideas like this 

which contribute to womenôs subjugation. 

Intimate Partner Abuse: 

 One idea that seems to be growing in media is that 

jealousy is correct and even expected behavior, especially for 

men. Nick Jonasô ñJealousò (2014) is the perfect example: ñI 

donôt like the way heôs looking at you. Iôm starting to think you 

want him tooéIôm puffing my chest. Iôm getting red in the 

face. You can call me obsessedéItôs my right to be hellish. I 

still get jealouséI wish you didnôt have to post it all. I wish 

youôd save a little bit just for me. Protective or possessive. Call 

it passive or aggressive.ò 260 How about calling it passive 

aggressive and possibly worthy of arrest? Women participate in 

this, as we can see in DJ Snake and AlunaGeorgeôs ñYou Know 

You Like It,ò (2013) where the line is uttered: ñIf you wanna 

train me, like an animal, Better keep your eye on my every 
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move.ò 261 A mild example of intimate partner abuse ï a 

statement of survival in a clearly emotionally abusive 

relationship ï is ñTitaniumò by David Guetta, featuring Sia 

(2011): ñYou shout it out. But I canôt hear a word you say. Iôm 

talking loud not saying much. But all your bullets ricochet. 

Shoot me down, but I get up. Iôm bulletproof, nothing to lose. 

Fire away, fire away. Ricochet, you take your aim. Fire away, 

fire away. You shoot me down but I wonôt fall. I am titanium. 

Cut me down. But itôs you whoôll have further to fall. Ghost 

town and haunted love. Raise your voice, sticks and stones may 

break my bones [borrowing from Rihannaôs ñS & Mò] éStone-

hard, machine gun. Firing at the ones who run. Stone-hard as 

bulletproof glasséò 262 Undoubtedly, this person is in a 

relationship with someone who isnôt kind so it is a good thing to 

defend oneôs self, but the line ñfiring at the ones who runò does 

not seem like a good message in todayôs mass shooting culture: 

From January 1, 2015 to October 1, 2015, there were 294 mass 

shootings in the U.S.; in fact, ñthe death toll [from U.S. gun 

fire] between 1968 and 2011 eclipses all wars ever fought by 

the country.ò 263 

 Letôs check out ñLove the Way you Lieò by Rihanna, 

featuring Eminem (2010): (Intro ï Rihanna:) ñJust gonna stand 

there and watch me burn. But thatôs alright because I like the 

way it hurts. Just gonna stand there and hear me cry. But thatôs 

alright because I love the way you lieé(Verse ï Eminem:) 

Right now thereôs a steel knife in my windpipe. I canôt breathe 
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but I still fight while I can fight. As long as the wrong feels 

right itôs like Iôm in flight. High off a love, drunk from my hate. 

Itôs like Iôm huffing paint and I love it the more I suffer, I 

suffocate. And right before Iôm about to drown, she resuscitates 

me. She fucking hates me and I love itéWhoôs that dude? óI 

donôt even know his name.ô I laid hands on her, Iôll never stoop 

so low again. I guess I donôt know my own strengthéYou 

swore youôd never hit ôem; never do nothing to hurt ôem. Now 

youôre in each otherôs face spewing venom in your words when 

you spit them. You push, pull each otherôs hair, scratch, claw, 

bit ôem. Throw ôem down, pin ôem. So lost in the moments 

when youôre in them. Itôs the rage that took over it controls you 

bothéNext time you show restraintéBut you lied again. Now 

you get to watch her leave out the window. Guess thatôs why 

they call it window pane. But your temperôs just as bad as mine 

is. Youôre the same as meéCome inside, pick up your bags off 

the sidewalk. Donôt you hear sincerity in my voice when I talk. 

Told you this was my fault. Look me in the eyeball. Next time 

Iôm pissed, Iôll lay my fist at the drywalléI apologize even 

though I know itôs lies. Iôm tired of the games I just want her 

back. I know Iôm a liar. If she ever tries to fucking leave again, 

Ima tie her to the bed and set this house on fire. Iôm just gonna.ò 
264 This video is difficult to watch because it is so closely 

aligned with the lyrics even though the couple is seen sleeping 

at the end, suggesting the alternately sexual/violent depictions 

of the charactersô relationship ordeal were merely a dream. 

ñWe are Youngò by Fun. [stylized as fun.] (2011): ñMy 

lover sheôs waiting for me just across the bar. My seatôs been 

taken by some sunglasses asking ôbout a scar, and I know I gave 

it to you months ago. I know youôre trying to forget.ò 265 Again, 
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references to hurting oneôs significant other need not be 

included as matter-of-fact popular discourse given how many 

people ï mostly women ï are victims of a loverôs rage. 

 ñDrunk in Loveò by Beyonce, featuring Jay Z (2013): 

(Jay Z) ñHold up. Stumble all in the house tryna back up all of 

that mouth. That you had all in the car, talking ôbout you the 

baddest bitch thus far. Talking ôbout you be repping that third, I 

wanna see all the shit that I heard. Know I sling Clint Eastwood, 

hope you can handle this curve. Foreplay in the foyer, fucked up 

my Warhol. Slid the panties right to the side. Ainôt got the time 

to take draws off, on site. Catch a charge I might, beat the box 

up like Mike. In ô97 I bite, Iôm Ike, Turner, turn up. Baby no I 

donôt play, now eat the cake, Anna Mae. Said, óEat the cake, 

Anna Mae!ô Iôm nice, for yôall to reach these heights we gonô 

need G3, 4, 5, 6 flights, sleep tight. We sex again in the 

morning, your breasts is my breakfast. We going in, we be all 

night.ò (Beyonce) ñNever tired, never tired. I been sipping, 

thatôs the only thing thatôs keeping me on fire, me on fire. 

Didnôt mean to spill that liquor all on my attire. Iôve been 

drinking watermelon. I want your body right here, daddy I want 

you, right now. Canôt keep your eyes off my fatty. Daddy I want 

you.ò 266 First of all, referring to oneôs lover as ñDaddyò is 

disrespectful toward the many who have been sexually abused 

by their fathers and other (predominantly male) authority 

figures. Is Jay Z referring to ñbeat up the box,ò box being 

euphemistic for vagina, ñlike Mikeò a reference to Mike 

Tysonôs behavior in and out of the ring when abusing his now 

ex-wife? Either way, current slang terms among male 

adolescents and young adult males for having sexual relations 

are: smash it, kill it, and beat it ï all violent terms alluding to 

dominance, and the violence component is multicultural. 
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Moreover, alluding to Ike Turnerôs abuse of Tina Turner, whose 

real name is Anna Mae, is upsetting. 267 And given Beyonceôs 

response in the song, it appears ï once again ï as if a woman is 

asking for brutal treatment. Shockingly, twenty percent of all 

nonfatal violent crime experienced by women in 2001 was due 

to intimate partner violence. 268 Moreover, ñone in five female 

high school students reports being physically or sexually abused 

by a dating partner.ò 269 Pop cultureôs promotion of abuse by 

male perpetrators must cease due to its real life consequences. 

Enter Fifty Shades ofédisturbing.  

Sadomasochism: 

 ñS & Mò by Rihanna (2010): ñFeels so good being 

badéThereôs no way Iôm turning backéNow the pain is my 

pleasureéCause nothing could measureéCause I may be bad 

but Iôm perfectly good at itéSex in the air, I donôt careéI love 

the smell of itéSticks and stones may break my bones but 

chains and whips excite meéOh I love the feeling you bring to 

meéOh you turn me onéItôs exactly what Iôve been yearning 

foréGive it to me strong.ò 270 In the mind of the listener, it may 

or may not be problematic to have a song extolling the virtues 

of an increasingly mainstreamed alternative way of conducting 

sexuality; however, what is problematic is releasing the song 

not long after Rihannaôs then boyfriend, Chris Brown, brutally 

punched and bit her and her decision to take him back, and the 
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fact that pornography is increasingly directed toward abusing 

women. After the fact, Chris Brown got a tattoo on his neck 

which he and the tattoo artist insist is not a depiction of 

Rihanna, although it greatly resembles her. Brown says that the 

image is supposed to be a type of sugar skull homage to 

Mexicoôs Day of the Dead celebration but it is a womanôs face 

with the same split lip and bruised eye injuries Rihanna suffered 

and is definitely not a skull. Brown has become a bigger success 

than ever since the attack on his former girlfriend. 271  

 ñBlurred Linesò by Robin Thicke, featuring T. I. & 

Pharrell Williams (2013): ñYouôre an animal, baby, itôs in your 

natureéYou the hottest bitch in this placeéYeah, I had a bitch, 

but she ainôt as bad as youéSo hit me up when you pass 

through. Iôll give you something big enough to tear your ass in 

twoéNothing like your last guy, he too square for you. He 

donôt smack that ass and pull your hair like that. So I just watch 

and wait for you to salute. But you didnôt pick. Not many 

women can refuse this pimpinô. Iôm a nice guy, but donôt get it 

if you get with meéShake the vibe, get down, get up. Do it like 

it hurt, like it hurt. What you donôt like work?ò 272 References to 

sadomasochism might be considered inappropriate for pop 

radio, yet they are occurring with increased frequency. As porn 

images of women being anally penetrated while kneeling in 

coffins appear on the screens of younger and younger viewers ï 

the average age of eleven is when boys are first exposed to 
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porn, easily accessible on laptops, on cell phones, and in video 

games ï sexually abusive behavior is, not surprisingly, 

normalized and legitimized and real sexual assaults are 

beginning to mimic violent portrayals. 273  

Self-Abuse/Suicide/Death: 

 Is it helpful or instructional to hear songs about suicide 

or dying young or laughing at funerals? Bare Naked Ladiesô 

ñOne Weekò (1998) includes the line, ñIôm the kind of guy who 

laughs at a funeral. Canôt understand what I mean? Well, you 

soon will.ò 274 Hozierôs ñTake Me to Churchò (2014) line is 

ñMy loverôs got humor ï Sheôs the giggle at a funeral.ò 275 Katy 

Perry says (in 2010ôs ñTeenage Dreamò) ñWe can dance until 

we die. You and I will be young forever.ò 276 ñIf I Die Young,ò 

by The Band Perry (2010), is a dark country pop tune which 

received cross-over air time. The song reportedly prevented the 

suicide of a fan. 277 The song ñHow to Save a Life,ò by The 

Fray (2004), is digital historyôs second best-selling rock song 

and was inspired by the lead singerôs experience working at a 

camp for troubled youth with a boy who didnôt survive his 

despondent state. Sarah McLachlanôs song ñAngelò (1998) is in 

homage to the Smashing Pumpkinsô touring keyboardist who 

died in 1996 of a heroin overdose. ñEverybody Hurts,ò by 
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R.E.M. (1993) is one of the only R.E.M. songs played on 

todayôs radio. 278 It is as if the bandôs ñShiny Happy Peopleò 

(1991) had never been recorded. Even Kelly Clarksonôs upbeat 

ñHeartbeat Songò (2014) includes the line: ñI got pins and 

needles on my tongue, Anticipating whatôs to come, Like a 

finger on a loaded gun.ò 279 Is the idea of pulling a trigger 

synonymous with romance?   

Troubled Homicidal Youth: 

 The following song was written to bring attention to the 

plight of teenage mental illness ï one of the band members has 

a cousin who, although physically unharmed, was at Columbine 

High School when the tragic school shooting happened. 280 

However, in part due to the songôs happy melody, it is possible 

to interpret the tune as an anthem for school killings. ñPumped 

Up Kicksò by Foster the People (2010): ñRobertôs got a quick 

hand, Heôll look around the room, he wonôt tell you his plan. 

Heôs got a rolled cigarette hanging out his mouth, heôs a 

cowboy kid. Yeah, he found a six shooter gun in his dadôs 

closet hidden with a box of fun things. And I donôt even know 

what but heôs coming for you, yeah, heôs coming for you. All 

the other kids with the pumped up kicks you better run, better 

run, outrun my gun. All the other kids with the pumped up kicks 

you better run, better run faster than my bullet. Dad ï he works 

a long day. Heôll be coming home late, heôs coming home late. 

And heôs bringing me a dark surprise. ôCause dinnerôs in the 

kitchen and itôs packed in ice. Iôve waited a long time. Yeah, the 

sleight of my hand is now a quick-pull trigger. I reason with my 
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cigarette. And say, óYour hairôs on fire, you must have lost your 

wits, yeah.ôò 281 Here is a prime example of a song with 

negative lyrics accompanied by such an upbeat tune that it is 

difficult to turn off. 

Destruction/Revenge: 

 ñI Love Itò by Icona Pop, featuring Charli XCX (2012): 

ñI got this feeling on the summer day when you were gone. I 

crashed my car into the bridge. I watched, I let it burn. I threw 

your shit into a bag and pushed it down the stairs. I crashed my 

car into the bridge. I donôt care. I love it. I donôt care.ò 282 

Maybe it is a nice change of pace that here is a female 

vindictive perspective but, like on the big screen, females are 

increasingly depicted as violent and this is being misinterpreted 

as empowerment. I refer you to the hyper-sexualized Lara Croft 

series, The Girl with the Dragon Tattooôs (2009) brutal rape and 

then the equally brutal return rape, and the lead female in the 

Kick-Ass series, whose actions are worse than the moves by the 

bad guys. 

 Carrie Underwoodôs ñBefore He Cheatsò (2005) 

contains similar lyrics directed toward a philandering partner: 

ñAnd he donôt knowéThat I dug my key into the side of his 

pretty little souped up 4 wheel drive, carved my name into his 

leather seatséI took a Louisville slugger to both headlights, 

slashed a hole in all 4 tireséMaybe next time heôll think before 

he cheats.ò 283 Maybe next time heôll have to find another 

woman because this one will be in jail. Welcome Americaôs 

sweetheart, Taylor Swift, and one of her latest (2014) tunes, 

ñBlank Space,ò where she croons ñItôll leave you breathless, Or 
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with a nasty scar. Got a long list of ex-lovers, Theyôll tell you 

Iôm insaneéò while the video shows her going berserk and 

knifing the exôs painting, poisoning him with an apple, and 

attacking his car, then lining up a new victim. 284 Here is a good 

example of an artist starting out with cute songs, then the 

content of subsequent releases becomes considerably darker. 

Women on Fire: 

The website ultimateclassicrock.com has compiled a list 

of the ñTop 10 Fire Songsò and it tells us ñof all the elements, 

fire is the one that shows up in songs the most.ò 285 The Hunger 

Games: Catching Fire logically uses songs with the words 

ñflames,ò ñfire,ò and ñburn(s).ò 286 The concept of warmth or 

startling energy can be used literally and metaphorically, but 

lately the idea of women and fire or burning seems to be on the 

rise. From the positive Alicia Keysô ñGirl On Fireò (2012) and 

Ellie Gouldingôs ñBurnò (2013) to the aforementioned ñLove 

the Way You Lieò (2010) and its visuals and lyrics of actually 

setting a woman on fire, this imagery connecting women in 

particular to flame is potentially problematic. ñStay the Nightò 

by Zedd (featuring Hayley Williams, 2013) again offers the 

proposition from a womanôs voice, as she sings: ñI am fire, 

youôre gasoline, Come pour yourself all over me. Weôll let this 

place go down in flames only one more timeéAre you gonna 

stay the night (when we get burned)éò 287 Globally, women in 

real life are burned and maimed with acid by husbands, 

boyfriends, and families for purported sins, including not 
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having sufficient dowries, so this creative avenue seems a 

disturbing dead end indeed.  

Glorification of the Gory: 

 General violence can be heard in one of the latest (2014) 

Justin Timberlake songs, ñNot a Bad Thing,ò which describes in 

a graphic manner the torment of losing love: ñWhen someone 

cuts your heart open with a knife, and youôre bleedingéThen 

someone cuts your heart open with a knife. Now youôre 

bleeding.ò 288 A Leona Lewis throwback is thus introduced to a 

new generation. 

ñRoyalsò by Lorde (2013): ñBut every songôs like gold 

teeth, grey goose, trippinô in the bathroom. Blood stains, ball 

gowns, trashinô the hotel room. We donôt care, weôre driving 

Cadillacs in our dreams.ò 289 How, exactly, do the blood stains 

fit with this otherwise delightful tune about enjoying oneôs self 

despite not being of regal lineage? Lordeôs deep voice and 

serious topics never betray the fact that she is a mere teenager. 

This song is presented as Lordeôs warning against the trappings 

of fame and is controversial in that it may contain racial 

overtones against rappers; in addition, the video features two 

young white men in a hotel room practicing for some sort of 

battle: shaving heads, sparring with punching gloves, resisting 

boredom by putting a flame to oneôs hand, chilling out in a 

swimming pool, laughing at oneôs bloody visage in a blood-

splattered mirror, lying prostate near train tracks, sitting with 

like-dressed warriors looking out of windows while traveling. 

These images leave the audience wondering about the meaning 
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of the tune with Fight Club memories in its collective head. 290 

Better to check out Maimouna Youssefôs (a.k.a. Mumu Fresh) 

remake, ñWeôre Already Royal,ò which fights against corporate 

views.   

Horror Tropes: 

 There is no question that the previously mentioned 

ñMonster,ò by Kanye West (2010), is a multi-dimensional 

visual statement yet the lyrics should be critically analyzed. 

(Bon Iver:) ñAre you willing to sacrifice your life?ò (Rich 

Ross:) ñBitch Iôm a monster. No good blood sucker.ò (Kanye:) 

ñThe best living or dead hands down huh? Less talk more head 

right now huh? And my eyes more red than the devil is. And 

Iôm bout to take it to another level bitchéArgue with my older 

bitch acting like I owe her shitéHave you ever had sex with a 

pharaoh. I put the pussy in a sarcophagus. Head of the class and 

she just want a swallowshipéò (Jay-Z:) ñSasquatch, Godzilla, 

King Kong, Lochness, Goblin, Ghoul, a zombie with no 

conscience. Question what do all these things have in common. 

Everybody knows Iôm a motherfucking monsteréNonsense, 

none of you niggas know where the swamp is. None of you 

niggas have seen the carnage that Iôve seen. I still hear friends 

scream in my dreams. Murder murder in black convertibles. I 

kill a block I murder avenues. Rape and pillage a village, 

women and childrenéI smell a massacre. Seems to be the only 

way to back you bastards up.ò (Nicki Minaj:) ñOK first things 

first Iôll eat your brains. Then Iômma start rocking gold teeth 

and fangs ï cause thatôs what a motherfucking monster doéBut 
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really really I donôt give a F-U-C-K. Forget Barbie fuck Nicki 

sheôs fake. Sheôs on a diet but her pockets eating cheese cake. 

And Iôll say Bride of Chucky is childôs play. Just killed another 

career itôs a mild dayéI think me, you and Am should m®nage 

Fridayéò (Bon Iver:) ñI-I crossed the line-line. And Iôll-Iôll let 

God decide-cide.ò 291 The concepts of silencing women, raping, 

destroying towns, and pitting woman against woman disguised 

as an ode to the genre of horror as escape from too brutal a 

reality is questionable. It seems considerably inappropriate for a 

general audience.  

 From Lady Gagaôs ñMonsterò single (2009) with lyrics 

ñhe ate my heartò to Tech N9neôs ñThis Is Hip Hop,ò (featuring 

Brotha Lynch Hung, 2011) with lyrics ñI eat Carrion I got body 

parts in my Cary On. Itôs when the Party starts Nigga Iôm very 

Hung. Been ripping up Niggas since I was very young. Scary 

looking motha fucka ready to kill ya daddys mom. Ready to eat 

that meat with a meat cleaveréPut her in the back with the flat 

tire, Iôm Fire till I retire. I tie her up then fry her up and then 

give her to the higher up,ò 292 the blending of sexuality with 

horror is a trend which dispenses with guilt because either the 

ghastly has occurred to the one telling the musical tale or the 

sociopathic perpetrator is fine with whatever menacing act he or 

she chooses because it was simply an act like any other and 

neither good nor bad or because a divine entity will straighten it 

out, thus erasing any guilt, anxiety, or even involvement in the 

act.   
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Serial Killer Exaltation: 

Cruelty references reach new heights when highlighting 

verified serial killers. In Katy Perryôs song, ñDark Horse,ò 

featuring Juicy J (2013), the lyrics are rife with disturbance: 

(Katy:) ñBut you better choose carefully. ôCause I, Iôm capable 

of anything. Of anything and everythingé Donôt make me your 

enemyéCause Iôm coming at you like a dark horseé(Juicy J:) 

Sheôs a beast. I call her Karma (come back). She eats your heart 

out. Like Jeffrey Dahmer (woo). Be careful. Try not to lead her 

on. Shawtyôs heart was on steroids. Cause her love was so 

strongéSheôs sweet as pie but if you break her heart. Sheôll 

turn cold as a freezer. That fairy tale ending with a knight in 

shining armor. She can be my Sleeping Beauty. Iôm gonô put 

her in a coma. Woo!ò 293 Other songs referring to Dahmer are: 

Ke$haôs ñCannibalò (2010) (with the lines ñI want your liver on 

a platter. Use your finger to stir my tea. And for dessert Iôll suck 

your teeth. Be too sweet and youôll be a goner. Yep, Iôll pull a 

Jeffrey Dahmer.ò); Eminemôs ñMust Be the Ganjaò (2009) 

(with lines ñFaced with a dilemma. I can be a Dalai Lama and 

be calmer. Bring drama, I step beyond a Jeffrey Dahmer.ò); 

apparently, once was not enough for Eminem because thereôs 

also ñFubba U Cubba Cubbaò (2005) (ñYou think Iôm the new 

Osama, press thinks Iôm the new Madonna. Jeffrey Dahmer left 

me with his legacy to carry on.ò); and ñBlack Fridayò by Lil 

Kim (2011) (with the lines: ñI smell a massacre. Iôm Charles 

Manson, you donôt stand a chance with her. Jeffrey Dahmer and 

you lookinô like lunch to me. ôBout to kill all you bitches like 

Ted Bundy.ò). 294 Still another song mentioning Dahmer is 
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ñElectric City,ò (2009) by the Black Eyed Peas. 295 Considering 

that Jeffrey Dahmer ñraped, killed, dismembered and ate at least 

seventeen men and boys over a thirteen year period,ò what is 

the point of increasing this personôs ï or any other serial killerôs 

ï notoriety? 296  

Prophetically, serial killer Ted Bundy warned society on 

the day before his execution of the effects on borderline 

personalities: ñThere are those loose in their towns and 

communities, like me, whose dangerous impulses are being 

fueled, day in and day out, by violence in the media in its 

various forms ï particularly sexualized violence.ò 297 In the 

interview, he takes responsibility for his own actions, but his 

forewarning is worth considering given that he felt he would 

never have come to look upon women as mere objects without 

media influence. 

Childrenôs Film Lyrics ï References to Weaponry and 

Disregard for Others: 

But lyrics for a PG rated childrenôs film would not be 

violent, right? Wrong. Take the theme song to ñDespicable 

Me,ò by Pharrell Williams. The film version repeats only the 

primary non-offensive lyrics: ñIôm havinô a bad, bad day. Itôs 

about time that I get my way. Steamrolling whatever I see. Huh, 

despicable me. Iôm havinô a bad, bad day. If you take it 

personal, thatôs okay. Watch, this is so fun to see. Ah, 

despicable me.ò Looping these lyrics with a catchy beat seems 

                                                           
295 άWŜŦŦǊŜȅ 5ŀƘƳŜǊ ƛǎ wŀǇΩǎ CŀǾƻǊƛǘŜ {ŜǊƛŀƭ YƛƭƭŜǊΦέ Celebuzz! 
http:// www.celebuzz.com.html.  
296 Celebuzz!  
297 YŀǘƘƭŜŜƴ DƛƭōŜǊǘΦ ά{ŜǊƛŀƭ YƛƭƭŜǊ ¢ŜŘ .ǳƴŘȅΩǎ ²ŀǊƴƛƴƎǎ ŀōƻǳǘ tƻǊƴƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ 
Re-Aired on 20th !ƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ƻŦ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴΦέ LifeSiteNews. 1/27/09. 
http://freerepublic.com.html.  

http://www.celebuzz.com/
http://freerepublic.com.html/
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innocuous enough; however, the other lyrics to the tune are 

problematic, as included on ñYouTubeôs óJust Dance Kids 2 ï 

Despicable Me (Wii Rip)ôò with children dancing to overt 

references to killing with assorted weaponry, self-absorbed civil 

disturbance, and offensive attitudes toward parents: ñWhy ask 

you? Better yet óWhy not?ô Why are you marking X on that 

spot? Why use a blowtorch, isnôt that hot? Why use a chainsaw? 

Is that all you got? Why do you like seeing people in shock? 

But my question to you is óWhy not?ô Why go to the baker, 

stand in line. Just use a freeze gun, it saves me timeéWhy ask 

why when this is art? Why parallel when I could just park? Why 

does Vector think that heôs smart? And does his dad know I 

know his part? Why did I have to live with my mom? Why do 

you think that I should be calm? Why want the moon, the 

worldôs in my palm. Is it crazy you think Iôve gone?éExcuse 

me if you will. You look like you have time to kill. Can you 

chill? ôCause Grooveôs got the speakers. And the trunk to make 

you bounce, bounce, bounceéò 298 When kids like a song they 

hear in a film, they often purchase the tune; accordingly, the 

version with full lyrics would be the one to which they would 

ultimately be listening. Introducing negative content to the 

youngest of viewers/listeners could have negative 

consequences.  

AGGRESSION MODELS:  

While there are many opinions regarding how children 

react to media violence (despite the American Academy of 

Pediatricsô consistent view that exposure to it is harmful), it is 

clear how violence affects some adults. Take for instance the 

                                                           
298 http://www.metrolyrics.com.html. For whatever reason, A-Z Lyrics has 
chosen to print only the refrain and does not include the more disturbing 
verses.  
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fact that three or four days after well-publicized boxing 

matches, there are eleven killings of those who resemble the 

fighters beaten by winners. The fact that some citizens murder 

in cold blood after seeing violence glorified indicates how 

people can be influenced by those on television they admire. 299 

At Hebrew University, cognitive scientists proved that 

subliminal flashing (at 15 milliseconds on the screens of a 

computer survey) of the Israeli flag, a nationally important 

symbol, influenced thoughts, attitudes, and behaviors of people 

voting. 300 And how are children affected? The famous Bandura 

experiments done in the 1960s proved that children who 

watched an adult beating Bobo, a large plastic doll, on 

television were likely to display the same behavior on a Bobo 

doll in the room; that is, they learned aggression though 

observation. 301 This should come as no surprise if youôve ever 

seen children reenact scenes from films with toy characters.  

The Bobo experiment was not the only one with 

conclusive results. ñMuch subsequent research supports 

Banduraôs initial findings. Aggressive models have been shown 

to influence the aggression of both males and females, children 

and adults; to influence behavior in and out of the laboratory; to 

teach aggression regardless of whether the model is a cartoon 

                                                           
299 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronson. Age of Propaganda: The Everyday 
Use and Abuse of Persuasion (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001), 
146-149. This part of the book also reveals that teenagers are adversely 
affected by newscasts about suicide and murdering classmates, which result 
in copycat deaths and killings. 
300 Jeff Warrick. Programming the Nation? DVD. Perf. Noam Chomsky, Amy 
Goodman, Dennis Kucinich, John B. Alexander, Christopher Coppola (Aptos 
CA and Santa Cruz CA: Ignite Productions and Digital Media Factory, 2011). 
301 ά.ŀƴŘǳǊŀ ŀƴŘ .ƻōƻΥ Iƻǿ ! 5ƻƭƭ wŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴƛȊŜŘ {ƻŎƛŀƭ-[ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅΦέ 
Observations. Association for Psychological Science, 
http://www.psychologicalscience.org.html.  

http://www.psychologicalscience.org.html/
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character or a real person and whether the aggression is an 

isolated act or part of a complex plot, such as a television crime 

story. Watching aggressive models has led people to kick a 

Bobo doll, electrically shock a classmate, verbally assault a 

stranger, and harm a small animal.ò 302 There will be a further 

analysis of the ways in which children are affected by violence 

in their programming, but letôs first look at what is occurring in 

American classrooms. 

 

                                                           
302 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronson. Age of Propaganda: The Everyday 
Use and Abuse of Persuasion (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001), 
149. 
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III.  EDUCATION:   

ñThe philosophy of the school room in one generation will be the philosophy 

of government in the next.ò 

- Abraham Lincoln 

ñIt is no longer enough simply to read and write. Students must also become 

literate in the understanding of visual images. Our children must learn how 

to spot a stereotype, isolate a social cliché, and distinguish facts from 

propaganda, analysis from banter, and important news from coverage.ò 

- Ernest Boyer, President of Carnegie Foundation for the 

Advancement of Teaching, Former U.S. Commissioner of 

Education 

ñViolent crime is down, yet the easy delight taken in violence seems to have 

grown. From the harshest torments inflicted on incoming students in many 

American suburban high schools ï depicted in Richard Linklaterôs 1993 film 

ñDazed and Confusedò ï to the hazing rituals of physical brutality and sexual 

humiliation in college fraternities and on sports teams, America has become 

a country in which the fantasies and the practice of violence are seen as good 

entertainment, fun.ò 

- Susan Sontag, ñRegarding the Torture of Others,ò original article in 

the New York Times 

 

Getting the Jump on Education: 

 American society tells parents that their children will be 

lacking if they arenôt in school early on, but there can be 

problems from enrolling too soon. ñOne of the issues with large 

numbers of little people in group care settings is the issue of 

peer orientation. This means having small children attach to 
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their peers, rather than to adults.ò 303 One expert says that we 

are putting young children in social environments when they 

arenôt ready and improved socialization does not come from 

early peer interaction. He states that premature socialization 

ñwas always considered by developmentalists to be the greatest 

sin in raising childrené[when] you put children together 

prematurely before they can hold on to themselves, they 

become like [the others] and it crushes the individuality rather 

than hones it.ò 304 Indeed, ñinfants readily imitate actions they 

see performed by peers in day-care, and will bring those lessons 

home with them.ò 305 As children ï and babies ï are enrolled in 

daycare centers and pre-kindergartens (by parents told that 

waiting until kindergarten will harm their young), they may 

become hostile to being taught or parented by adults because 

they can become simply peer attached; given how few adults 

are in charge of multitudes of children, this seems an area of 

genuine concern.  

The Homework Battle: 

 Children in the United States are also besieged with 

huge amounts of homework early on and thereôs no proof that 

homework makes students smarter; in fact, ñevidence 

indicateséthat homework provides absolutely no academic 

benefits for younger students. It also raises serious questions 

about whether homework is necessary for older students, and it 

challenges the belief that homework promotes independence 

                                                           
303 !ƴŘǊŜŀ aǊƻȊŜƪΦ άbǳǊǘǳǊƛƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΥ ²Ƙȅ ΨŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎΩ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇΦέ 
Institute of Marriage and Family Canada (IMFC). August 30, 2012. 
http://www.imfcanada.org.html.  
304 Mrozek.  
305 !ƴŘǊŜǿ bΦ aŜƭǘȊƻŦŦΦ ά.ƻǊƴ ǘƻ [ŜŀǊƴΥ ²Ƙŀǘ LƴŦŀƴǘǎ [ŜŀǊƴ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ 
¦ǎΦέ CǊƻƳ bΦ CƻȄ ϧ WΦDΦ ²ƻǊƘƻƭΣ ŜŘǎΦ The Role of Early Experience in Infant 
Development (Skillman NJ: Pediatric Institute Publications, 1999), 5.  

http://www.imfcanada.org.html/
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and good work habits.ò 306 If research indicates that it is not 

necessary or beneficial, why have so many of us spent the bulk 

of our time being bullies for the school system nagging our 

children to do the work? Teachers send work home which 

typically amounts to busy work and itôs detrimental to inundate 

kids with hours of homework. ñAssigning homework appeared 

to be a remedial strategy (a consequence of not covering topics 

in class, exercises for students struggling, a way to supplement 

poor quality educational settings) and not an advancement 

strategy (work designed to accelerate, improve or get students 

to excel). Piling on homework doesnôt help kids do better in 

school. In fact, it can lower their test scores.ò 307 And if your 

kids are having problems with their eyes, it could be from 

flashing ads which sometimes appear on websites theyôre 

instructed to visit as part of their homework. This can be seen 

even on some school-sponsored homework sites themselves but 

getting on has its advantages ï if your childrenôs teachers find 

the time to post assignments, that is. Meanwhile, what is 

happening when children are at school trapped behind all those 

fences theoretically designed to keep dangerous forces from 

entering? 

 

                                                           
306 Alfie Kohn. The Homework Myth: Why Our Kids Get Too Much of a Bad 
Thing (Philadelphia: De Capo Press, a member of the Perseus Books Group, 
2006), back coverΦ !ƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ WƻƘƴ .ǳŜƭƭΩǎ Closing the Book on Homework: 
Enhancing Public Education and Freeing Family Time (Philadelphia: Temple 
¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ tǊŜǎǎΣ нллпύ ŀƴŘ IŀǊǊƛǎ /ƻƻǇŜǊΩǎ The Battle Over Homework: 
Common Ground for Administrators, Teachers, and Parents (Thousand Oaks 
CA: Corwin Press, a SAGE Publications Company, 2007).   
307 bŀǘŀƭƛŜ ²ƻƭŎƘƻǾŜǊΦ ά¢ƻƻ aǳŎƘ IƻƳŜǿƻǊƪ /ŀƴ Lower Test Scores, 
wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ {ŀȅΦέ Huffington Post. 3/31/12. 
http://www.huffpost.com.html.  

http://www.huffpost.com.html/
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Lessons in Terror:  

The education system is a training tool in and of itself 

and, as such, is another source of indoctrination. Schools are 

conducting rather strange experimental lessons, which 

sometimes include tying children up or duct taping their wrists 

together, then simulating their being transported in a slave ship 

by making them squeeze together in a darkened room. 308 

Further, mock slave auctions ï dividing children into slaves and 

masters ï are occurring in classrooms across the U.S. One 

teacher in Ohio encouraged students who were appointed 

masters to touch and inspect students selected as slaves to see if 

they were worthy of purchasing. One young child made to be a 

slave at Gahannaôs Chapelfield Elementary School was 

humiliated by the experience, especially because the other 

children later picked on him. The district spokesperson said the 

slave auction was ñpart of state required curriculum.ò 309 At 

Sewells Point Elementary School in Norfolk, Virginia, Jessica 

Boyle divided her class according to race, making mixed-race 

and Black kids stand while white students decided who to buy. 

                                                           
308 ά9ȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ tŀǎǎŀƎŜΦέ tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ ¢ƘŜ DƛƭŘŜǊ [ŜƘǊƳŀƴ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ 
of American History at http:www.gilderlehman.org.html and multiple other 
websites for various instructions on how teachers are to conduct slave 
ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ tƭŀǘǘǎōǳǊƎƘ {ǘŀǘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ bŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΩǎ 
άLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ƭŀǾŜ bŀǊǊŀǘƛǾŜǎέ ŀǘ 
http://student.plattsburgh.edu/mayv1489/website/slavelesson.htm and 
ά/ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ¢ǊŀƴǎŀǘƭŀƴǘƛŎ {ƭŀǾŜ ¢ǊŀŘŜ /ƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ [Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
Activities CD-whaΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ άǎƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǊƻƭŜ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀŎǘivities on 
ǎƭŀǾŜ ǎƘƛǇ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎΧŀƴŘ ǎƭŀǾŜ ŀǳŎǘƛƻƴǎΦέ http://www.classroom-
resources.co.uk/catalog.html.     
309 ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ !ǇƻƭƻƎƛȊŜǎ ŦƻǊ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ Ψ{ƭŀǾŜ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴ.Ωέ ².b{ ς 10TV. 
March 3, 2011. http://www.10tv.com.html.  

http://student.plattsburgh.edu/mayv1489/website/slavelesson.htm
http://www.classroom-resources.co.uk/catalog.html
http://www.classroom-resources.co.uk/catalog.html
http://www.10tv.com.html/
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310 A white social studies teacher, Eileen Bernstein, at White 

Plains, New Yorkôs Haverstraw Middle School, bound ñthe 

hands and feet of two black girlsò with tape and made them 

ñcrawl under a desk to simulate the [slave ship] experience.ò 311 

During a field trip where students were unaware of what was to 

come, a seventh grade Connecticut class was made to perform a 

role-playing simulation reenacting the slave ship experience; 

they were crammed together in a darkened space, and were told 

to imagine theyôd just watched their father being killed. They 

were then chased through the woods ï made to pretend they 

were trying to escape slavery ï being emotionally terrorized and 

called racial slurs. Instructors told an eleven year old girl that if 

she ran ñthey would whip me until I bled on the floor and then 

either cut my Achilles so I canôt run again or hang me.ò Not 

only were students uninformed about the field trip ï which they 

thought was to explore nature ï but parents, too, were left out of 

the loop. 312  

A private Catholic elementary school, Sacred Heart 

School in Pinellas County, Florida, whose charity work 

involves helping the homeless, arranged a homeless-themed 

retreat for students intended to teach compassion. Spending the 

night in a tent city the students constructed on school grounds 

included the rude awakening of students in the middle of the 

night by actual police officers who made them move to a 

different location on the grounds, supposedly to give students a 

first-hand experience of what it is really like to be homeless and 

                                                           
310 Yŀȅƭŀ ²ŜōƭŜȅΦ ά¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ tǳǘǎ .ƭŀŎƪ CƻǳǊǘƘ DǊŀŘŜǊǎ Ψ¦Ǉ CƻǊ {ŀƭŜΩ ƛƴ aƻŎƪ 
{ƭŀǾŜ !ǳŎǘƛƻƴΦέ Time Newsfeed. Apr. 12, 2011. 
http://www.newsfeed.time.com.html.  
311 άbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊ .ƛƴŘǎ IŀƴŘǎ and Feet of Black Girls for Slavery 
[ŜǎǎƻƴΦέ Associated Press. 12/5/08.  http://www.FoxNews.com.html.   
312 WƻƴŀǘƘŀƴ !ƴƪŜǊΦ άtŀǊŜƴǘǎ ǎǘǳƴƴŜŘ ŀǎ ŦƛŜƭŘ ǘǊƛǇ ǊŜ-ŜƴŀŎǘǎ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅΦέ I[b-
TV. Sept. 23, 2013. http://www.hlntv.com.html.   

http://www.foxnews.com.html/
http://www.hlntv.com.html/
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treated with no respect even by authorities. Although 

parents/guardians signed slips giving permission for the retreat, 

neither parents nor their children knew participants would be 

awakened abruptly during the cold autumn night. 313  

Pride or Panic?: 

A variant of these activities is the purported teaching of 

freedom, where children entered the classrooms and, when they 

questioned why their chairs were missing from desks, were told 

that freedom was not free and that they had not earned their 

freedom yet; soon after, the entire elementary school population 

was led to the main hall where military personnel were standing 

in formation ready to shake the hands of students and give them 

their chairs. 314 This exercise was performed at Pinellas 

Preparatory Academy, a charter school in Largo, Florida ï 

again, without consent or forewarning for children or 

parents/guardians. The following year, the same school planned 

a field trip which involved going to Largoôs Armed Forces 

Military Museum. 

Alternative Methods of Teaching Empathy: 

Bringing awareness to current or historical plights is 

important but to induce terror on such a primal level ï during 

which students are possibly harmed emotionally or physically ï 

does not convey the lesson intended; indeed, it merely makes 

them aware of the fact that they are helpless in a system which 

has no respect for them. This is not the best way to use active 

learning principles. There are documentary films, music, slave 

narratives, homeless poetry, etc. which could be used to teach 

empathy without using shock or fear tactics; further, pride in 

                                                           
313 CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
314 CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ 
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country already comes in part from American flags in every 

classroom (a state dictate in Floridaôs public universities) and 

repeating the ñPledge of Allegianceò every morning in grades 

K-12 to begin the dayôs lessons. 

Introducing military or civil personnel and hearing their 

tales ï without taking away chairs ï would be a good way to 

support the people who defend and maintain the country; 

similarly, a talk by an immigrant who has found a better life in 

the United States would go a long way toward helping kids 

understand the value of their homeland. Instead, these new, 

experimental activities seem designed to instill fear and 

degradation, as opposed to teaching appreciation of citizenship 

and sympathy for suffering; sadly, the callous nature of these 

activities inculcates acquiescence to brutality. 315  

Repercussions: 

We know from Zimbardoôs 1971 Stanford Prison 

Experiment that division and role play ï even when supervised 

                                                           
315 The Florida Holocaust Museum in St. Petersburg, Florida, brings trunks 
with appropriate materials to classrooms to teach students about the 
horrors of the innocent men, women, and children who suffered or died in 
the Holocaust because of the importance of keeping this memory alive; the 
museum also tracks current atrocities around the globe. Please visit in 
person or at http://www.flholocaustmuseum.org.html. Also, Southern 
Poverty Law Center fights injustice. Their civil rights law firm website has a 
Hate Map which shows current hate group numbers by state and also has 
activities which teach acceptance in all its forms, including how to deal 
effectively with bullying. Please learn how to incorporate these lessons both 
in the classroom and at home at http:// www.tolerance.org.html and at 
http://www.www.splcenter.org.html. Teaching Tolerance, a project of the 
{ƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ tƻǾŜǊǘȅ [ŀǿ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ Ƙŀǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŎŜƭƭŜƴǘ ƻǾŜǊǾƛŜǿ ŀǊǘƛŎƭŜΣ ά/ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ 
{ƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎΥ tǊƻŎŜŜŘ ²ƛǘƘ /ŀǳǘƛƻƴΣέ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ Teaching Tolerance magazine, 
Number 33, Spring 2008 at http://www.tolerance.org.html.      

http://www.flholocaustmuseum.org/
http://www.tolerance.org/
http://www.www.splcenter.org.html/
http://www.tolerance.org.html/
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by professionals ï is a risky endeavor even for adult students. 

That experiment had to be stopped early because those who 

were prisoners became depressed and suffered from excessive 

stress and those chosen to be guards became sadistic; in other 

words, the simulated became reality. 316 Five-year-olds certainly 

cannot comprehend that lesson plans which include live slave 

auctions are intended to teach about an unfair past. The mother 

of one Alabama kindergartner who was told to participate in 

such an activity explained: ñHe said he didnôt want to get on the 

table at the auction block.ò Not only did the unidentified teacher 

choose fair-skinned children to be the masters, he or she told the 

students to go home and ask their parents if theyôd ñever go 

back into slaveryò to get the conversation rolling. 317 

Considering neighbor state Mississippi finally ï due to a 

clerical error ï got around to ratifying the 13th Amendment 

abolishing slavery in 2013 (nearly 150 years after its adoption), 

one wonders the place of such divisions. 318 Given that there are 

only so many hours in the classroom, this is time which could 

be spent covering important topics such as slavery, 

homelessness, and gratitude for service in an inclusive, 

contributory fashion without terror.  

Death Education: 

Like the aforementioned, the following is so shocking 

that it seems completely unbelievable, yet it is well-

                                                           
316 ά{ǘŀƴŦƻǊŘ tǊƛǎƻƴ 9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘΥ ! {ƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ {ǘǳŘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ 
LƳǇǊƛǎƻƴƳŜƴǘ /ƻƴŘǳŎǘŜŘ ŀǘ {ǘŀƴŦƻǊŘ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΦέ 
http://www.prisonexp.org.html.  
317 /Φ wƻōŜǊǘǎΦ ά{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƪƛŘǎ ΨŀŎǘ ƻǳǘΩ ǎƭŀǾŜǊȅ ƛƴ !ƭŀōŀƳŀ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳΦέ New 
York Daily News. Feb. 21, 2013. http://nydailynews.com.html.    
318 !ŘŀƳ 9ŘŜƭƳŀƴΦ ά!ŦǘŜǊ ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘΣ aƛǎǎƛǎǎƛǇǇƛ ǊŀǘƛŦƛŜǎ моth Amendment 
abolishing slavery almost 15л ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘǎ ŀŘƻǇǘƛƻƴΦέ New York Daily 
News. Feb. 18, 2013. http://www.nydailynews.com.html.   

http://www.prisonexp.org.html/
http://nydailynews.com.html/
http://www.nydailynews.com.html/


133 

 

documented. I suggest viewing the following information from 

Barbara Waltersô 1990 ñ20/20ò report on YouTube. 319 In sum, 

children in elementary schools and high schools are being 

taught death education; frighteningly, there is no across the 

board curriculum designed by professionals, so kids are learning 

what individual authority figures think happens after death. 

Insufficiently trained teachers are inducing trance-like states 

during which children are expected to re-live real or imagine 

hypothetical deaths of close friends and family. Needless to say, 

some students experience trauma from said lessons. Parents are 

not always informed that their children are taking these courses 

(sometimes folded into health or other courses and often now 

called Forensic Science class) yet one out of every ten schools 

in the country is including death education in the classroom. For 

elementary school aged children, visits to the local funeral 

home include viewing and touching coffins; for high school 

kids, viewing and touching corpses and seeing ashes come out 

from the crematorium still warm is not uncommon. Proponents 

claim that death is invading childrenôs lives at ever-increasing 

rates due to auto accidents and other tragedies, but practicing 

writing oneôs own obituary at such a tender age seems an 

onerous task. One girl at Columbine High School nearly 

committed suicide as a solution to common teen angst because 

the teacher believed in reincarnation and made the prospect of 

death seem very appealing. 320 Her story is included in the ABC 

1990 report and, yes, death education was still in force when the 

tragedy at Columbine occurred and one wonders the connection 

between teaching ñno moral absolutes while fostering a morbid 
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fixation on deathò in the Values Clarification and Death and 

Suicide Education course and murdering oneôs peers. Kids 

engaged in activities like the lifeboat game, where students had 

to select which four out of ten fellow students would be thrown 

overboard so the others could live. One boy who suggested that 

Jesus came along with another boat so no one had to drown 

received an F. 321                               

Frightening Contemporary Vocabulary Words and Concepts: 

Vocabulary words which describe violent crimes such as 

heinous and stalking have worked their way into classrooms as 

well. Free teacher resources, such as www.myvocabulary.com, 

have compiled lists such as ñViolence Vocabularyò and 

ñBullying and Gangs Vocabularyò accompanied by the 

following invitation: ñWe encourage individuals, particularly 

students, teachers and families to copy these lists for verbal 

development.ò Yes, it seems a worthy endeavor to come up 

with conversations or sentences which use the terms ñtrauma,ò 

ñprey on,ò ñmerciless,ò and ñassaultò as weekly lesson plans. 322 

Another free vocabulary list is ñTypes of Violence and Crueltyò 

at www.musicalenglishlessons.org which encourages the 

brainstorming exercise of dividing students into groups, coming 

up with as many different examples of violence as possible, 

categorizing them, and then mixing up the student groups in 

order to compare notes; the website from England, primarily 

intended to assist those learning English as a second language, 

has seemingly endless lists of the many ways in which cruelty 

and violence can be enacted, such as child abuse, bullying, 
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cruelty toward pets, rape, sexual harassment, ethnic cleansing, 

and euthanasia. 323 The object of lessons should be to sensitize 

not desensitize students but, increasingly, classroom exercises 

designed to shock and eventually deaden sensitivity appear to 

be the norm. 

Gender Regulation: 

In addition to caustic curricula, savagery continues in 

the classroom, in locker rooms, in hallways between classes, 

and on playgrounds. Boys especially are targeted with 

homophobic slurs, whether or not they have homosexual 

leanings. The ófaggotô discourse ñfunctions as a regulatory 

mechanism of gender for contemporary American adolescent 

boys.ò 324 Thus, the epithet ófagô is a disciplinary tool used to 

keep males in place by denying masculinity and power among 

homosexual and heterosexual alike. As boys use words like this 

to joke around with and genuinely insult one another, a 

construct of masculinity is created which leads males to monitor 

themselves in such a way as to avoid any behavior remotely 

linked to sweeping assumptions about femininity and what it 

supposedly means to be a man. This gendered homophobia does 

not include lesbians; female gay people are societally generally 

seen as a good thing ñbecause of their place in heterosexual 

male fantasy not necessarily because of some enlightened 

approach to same-sex relationships.ò 325 The word ógayô is used 

synonymously with the word óstupidô and is applied to girls, 

boys, and objects, whereas the word ófagô is typically used to 

                                                           
323 http://www.musicalenglishlessons.org.html.  
324 C.J. PascoŜΦ άΨ5ǳŘŜΣ ¸ƻǳΩǊŜ ŀ CŀƎΩΥ !ŘƻƭŜǎŎŜƴǘ aŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ CŀƎ 
5ƛǎŎƻǳǊǎŜΦέ Sexualities 2005 8:329 
http://sex.sagepub.com/content/8/3/329-346. p. 329.   
325 Pascoe, p. 335-336. 
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ñ[denote] only un-masculine males [or what is perceived as 

being un-masculine behavior].ò 326 

Deadly Derision:  

As boys bond through ñhumorous imitation [of an 

imagined and exaggerated homosexual male] and through 

lobbing the epithet at one another,ò they are proving that they, 

themselves, are not homosexual, and such language serves as a 

reminder to behave in a sufficiently masculine way. 327 The 

culture in the United States is encouraging a narrowly defined 

gender binary, fueled by fears of homosexuality, and this 

rhetoric ï and the repercussions for not following it ï is 

plaguing our boys as they attempt dangerous behaviors in 

pursuit of what this society considers manhood. It is time to 

look at the role of gender, especially, but also race and class: 

ñOf 28 school shootings between 1982 and 2001, all but one 

were in rural or suburban schools [and] all but 2 were 

committed by a white boy or boys.ò 328 Despite the thinking that 

inner-city youth are somehow more violent or that all of these 

killers were psychologically disturbed or from broken homes, 

the facts tell a different story which begs telling.         

Often presented as harmless fun and a rite of passage 

among adolescent males, this type of ñsexualized teasing often 

leads to deadly results, as evidenced by the spate of school 
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shootings in the 1990s.ò 329 School shooters lived in places 

which voted Republican, and ñmost of the boys who opened fire 

were mercilessly and routinely teased and bullied.ò 330 In the 

jock culture that was Columbine High School, the school 

newspaper allowed publication of a rumor that Dylan Klebold 

and Eric Harris were lovers. They werenôt but who was the 

adult responsible for discouraging cruelty?  Some teachers are 

bullies, itôs as plain as that, and students and colleagues 

typically remain silent about the abuse. A Massachusetts study 

found that 53% of students had heard homophobic remarks 

from school staff. ñAt present, 49 states have passed laws 

intended to address bullying; most include policy guidelines for 

schoolséConspicuously absent from [new training programs, 

resources, and óbully-proofô curricula], however, is an emphasis 

on how to address abuses of power by educators toward the 

students they serve.ò 331 Maybe supportive adults would have 

made all the difference in the world of these kids. 

Many students somehow achieve the psychological 

resilience to survive cruel taunting, but the students who 

eventually turned to guns did so as the only way they found to 

defend their manhood. 332 No school principal rescued them, no 

teachers came to their aid, no friends offered help, and no 
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Homophobia, and Violence: Random School Shootings, 1982-нллмΦέ 
American Behavioral Scientist, Vol. 46 No. 10, June 2003. p. 1439. 
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parents were able to give alternatives to their deadly and 

desperate decision to kill; these students saw no way out, no 

other way to prove their masculinity and establish social power. 

Luke Woodham, Pearl, Mississippiôs shooter ï constantly called 

gay and teased for being a nerd and overweight ï said, ñThe 

world has wronged me.ò He was right, yet as a society we cast 

blame quickly and look away.   

Despite the varied places chosen to place blame ï from 

saying the shooters had psychological problems [if they had 

any, they were minor] to broken families [all shooters came 

from intact families] 333 ï researchers have found a real need to 

focus on their environments: on normative gender ideologies, 

peer interactions, school cultures and hierarchies, tolerance of 

bullying, teacher attitudes, conservative politics, and gun 

culture. 334 Was the institutionalized violence on which the area 

thrives ï in the form of Littletonôs [near Columbine] huge 

defense contractors, such as Lockheed Martin ï partly 

responsible, as Michael Moore suggests in Bowling for 

Columbine?  

The pattern of ñbeing constantly bullied, beat upéand 

ógay-baitedôò is consistent for the perpetrators: ñNearly all had 

stories of being mercilessly and constantly teased, picked on, 

and threatened. And most strikingly, it was not because they 

were gay (at least there is no evidence to suggest that any of 

them were gay) but because they were different from the other 

boys ï shy, bookish, honor students, artistic, musical, theatrical, 

nonathletic, ógeekish,ô or [viewed as] weird. Theirs are stories 
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of ócultural marginalizationô based on criteria for adequate 

gender performance, specifically the enactment of codes of 

masculinity.ò 335 As boys are made to feel inadequate by other 

boys ï and even by school officials ï the cruelty of a violent 

boy culture is taking a toll: Peer harassment is seen as the most 

significant cause of school shootings. 336 Often, new students 

are targeted simply because they are on unfamiliar ground. 

What happens when adults are complicit in the torment of an 

entire school district? Shockingly, this is sometimes the case. 

Ritual Ridicule:   

The culture war in Rep. Michele Bachmannôs 

congressional territory is an example. Self-titled Christian 

activist members of her former conservative church ñwho 

considered gays an abomination forced a measure through the 

school board forbidding the discussion of homosexuality in the 

districtôs public schools,ò leading to deadly outcomes like 

suicides among students. 337 Nine suicides in two years to be 

exact. 338 Minnesota public health officials ñhave labeled the 

area a ósuicide contagion areaô because of the unusually high 

death rate.ò Not all victims were gay but they were perceived as 

such by classmates and were bullied in the ñclimate of tolerance 

that allowed bullying to flourish.ò 339 As Bachmannôs husband, 
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Marcus, ran clinics teaching how to ñpray away the gay,ò anti-

gay sentiments and bullying led to instances such as a student 

being called a ófaggotô and being violently assaulted while a 

teacher stood by watching; when the student reported what 

happened, a school official ñblamed him for provoking the 

attack.ò 340 Regardless of conversion or reparative therapy being 

proven ineffective, Bachmann and Associates, Michelle and 

Marcusô reparative therapy business, has changed its name to 

Counseling Care and is still spreading its toxic sermonizing. 341 

Meanwhile, children are being led ï and hurt ï by evangelical 

cruelty, as opposed to the idea of loving one another. How can 

children learn when they do not feel safe at school?      

Enforced Bullying: 

 While children are being trained to sit in their seats, to 

do rote memorization, and are given the same tasks to do 

simultaneously, they are also expected to be the same and, 

unfortunately, kids are rarely appreciated for any sort of 

difference in the classroom setting, a difference which could 

simply be kindness. Bullying is still a problem despite a public 

newly informed on the topic and in spite of school boards who 

rhetoricize to the contrary, and often any form of perceived 

difference is purportedly justified cause to attack, leaving 
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students on their own to defend themselves in a system which 

seems to turn its back on the most vulnerable. Disabled and 

mentally or physically challenged children are more at risk than 

most. 

 Parents of autistic children are especially worried as 

their trusting children are mainstreamed into public schools. 

There are more autistic diagnoses than ever before: ñIn 1985, 

one out of 2,500 Americans were diagnosed with the disorder, 

which impairs social interactions and the ability to 

communicate. Today, one in 68 Americans are being 

diagnosedéIn 2000, there were about 94,000 children with 

autism enrolled in public schools. In 2011, that figure rose to 

about 417,000éò 342 Autistic children are four times as likely to 

be targeted by bullies as kids without developmental 

disabilities. 343 Unfortunately, most teachers are not trained in 

how to spot or handle these situations. 

 Bullying takes a toll whether or not a person has a 

disability: ñSome studies have suggested that any child who is 

bullied has a greater risk for everything from headaches and 

stomachaches to anxiety, depression, and suicide.ò 344 Most 

instances of bullying occur during middle school, at ages where 

children are often afraid to tell parents of the misery they are 

enduring and a stage where there seems no way out. It is 

estimated that ñonly 20-30 percent of students who are bullied 
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tell adults or authorities about their situation.ò 345 According to 

a study by the Department of Health and Human Services, 29.3 

percent of middle school students have experienced bullying in 

the classroom, 29 percent experienced it in hallways or locker 

rooms, 23.4 percent in the cafeteria, 19.5 during gym class, and 

12.2 percent in the bathroom. Further, 70.6 percent of teens 

have seen bullying occur and 30 percent of young people admit 

to bullying. Within ten seconds, bullying stops 57 percent of the 

time when someone intervenes, so children ï and authorities ï 

need to be taught to watch for signs of mistreatment. 346 

And what happens to the abusers? ñNot shockingly, 

students who are bullies as young adults continue the trend of 

abuse and violence into adulthood. By the age of 30, 

approximately 40 percent of boys who were identified as bullies 

in middle and high school had been arrested three or more 

times.ò 347 And who knows the torment those who are bullied 

face for a lifetime? Bullying, despite all the talk about it, has not 

subsided, although it is known that schools with bullying 

prevention programs decrease bullying by up to 25 percent. 348 

Let this be a call to all to organize ñNo Bullyingò programs in 

our schools which are mindful of teacher harassment ï and 

enforce them. 

School Punishment: 

 While in school, children are sometimes subjected to 

harsh and even barbaric punishments and restraints for 

behavioral problems, like skin-shock therapy where students are 
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shocked with 60-volts of electricity. Students are also being 

stuffed into duffel bags specifically designed for restraint, even 

when the child is autistic, and they are increasingly removed 

from the classroom only to be placed in seclusion or ñscreamò 

rooms being installed in schools across the country. The latter 

are small dark rooms with no windows ï essentially solitary 

confinement booths ï where no one can hear a youngster 

scream. The reality is daunting: ñOnly 17 states have specific 

laws protecting students,ò and some children have emotional 

and physical problems resulting from the use of these restraints; 

some have died. 349 

Zero tolerance programs began as a way to foster a safer 

environment in schools but these policies have created negative 

consequences such as contributing to drop out rates. In fact, 

68% of all males in state and federal prison do not have a high 

school diploma. 350 Further, these inconsistent and 

unstandardized rules negatively impact students with disabilities 

to a greater degree than students without special needs and, 

even when controlling for socio-economic status, there is racist 

application. 351 ñStudents are suspended, expelled or even 

arrested for minor offenses that leave visits to the principalôs 
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ŀƴŘ tƻƭƛŎȅƳŀƪŜǊǎΦέ National Association of School Psychologists (NASP). 
NASP Resources: Helping Children Thrive in School, at Home, and in Life. 
http://www.nasponline.org/resources/factsheet/zt_fs.aspx.html.  

http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/death-school-parents-protest-dangerous-discipline-autistic-disabled/story?id=17702216#ULhvOoPomw0.html
http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/death-school-parents-protest-dangerous-discipline-autistic-disabled/story?id=17702216#ULhvOoPomw0.html
http://abcnews.go.com/Blotter/death-school-parents-protest-dangerous-discipline-autistic-disabled/story?id=17702216#ULhvOoPomw0.html
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/tsr/education-under-arrest/school-to-prison-pipeline-fact-sheet/html
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/tsr/education-under-arrest/school-to-prison-pipeline-fact-sheet/html
http://www.nasponline.org/resources/factsheet/zt_fs.aspx.html
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office a thing of the pastéthese policies disproportionately 

target students of color and those with a history of abuse, 

neglect, poverty, or learning difficulties.ò 352 This 

institutionalized social injustice leads to further disadvantages 

for those already at a disadvantage. 

And good luck to those kids who do end up in the 

juvenile justice system. From working at Pinellas Safe Harbor, 

a homeless shelter in Clearwater, to securing the jail entrance, 

to transporting prisoners, privatized security guards are being 

used (as opposed to sheriffs, so the cost is 50% less) in juvenile 

assessment centers and facilities as well. 353 Rioting juveniles 

were under the Florida Department of Juvenile Justiceôs 

contracted G4S which runs the Avon Park Youth Academy near 

Frostproof and ñhouses 138 inmates aged 16 to 19.ò 354 There 

are no security cameras at the facility. 355 G4S Secure Solutions 

USA promotes itself as a security guard service; it was formerly 

the Wackenhut Corrections Corporation, founded by three 

former FBI agents. Private prison firms have given over half a 

million dollars to Florida Republican candidates to maintain 

their place in the system. Outside groups like the Southern 

Poverty Law Center have reported allegations of abuse but 

Florida hasnôt done a good job following up. Neglect, beatings, 

and sexual abuse are but some of the allegations of abuse but, 

                                                           
352 Carla Amuras. Tavis Smiley Reports. Episode 6: Education Under Arrest. 
άCŀŎǘ {ƘŜŜǘΥ Iƻǿ .ŀŘ Lǎ ǘƘŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ-to-tǊƛǎƻƴ tƛǇŜƭƛƴŜΚέ 
http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/tsr/education-under-arrest/school-
to-prison-pipeline-fact-sheet/html.   
353 {ǘŜǇƘŜƴ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴΦ άtƛƴŜƭƭŀǎ ǎƘŜǊƛŦŦ ǘǳǊƴƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ 
ŦƛǊƳΦέ The St. Petersburg Tribune. May 25, 2015. 
354 wƛŎƘŀǊŘ [ǳǎŎƻƳōŜΦ άwƛƻǘ Ŝrupts at Florida juvenile detention center over 
/ǳǇ hΩ bƻƻŘƭŜǎΦέ The Guardian. Mon. 19 Aug. 2013. 
http://www.theguardian.html. 
355 Luscombe.  

http://www.pbs.org/wnet/tavissmiley/tsr/education-under-arrest/school-to-prison-pipeline-fact-sheet/html
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because companies such as Youth Services International ñ[have 

pulled] out of contracts before the government takes official 

action,ò theyôve kept a clean record and there is no 

governmental security over kids who desperately need help ï 

theyôve gone from a bad situation to one that is even worse. 356 

ñNearly 40 percent of the nationôs juvenile delinquents are 

today committed to private facilities, according to the most 

recent federal data from 2011, up from about 33 percent twelve 

years earlier.ò 357 Long-term contracts make it so states are 

obliged to keep prison beds full and over two decades, 40,000 

girls and boys have suffered through boot camps, prisons, and 

detention centers in 16 states. 358 Sometimes these facilities are 

for children who have been kicked out of school for one reason 

or another; some for simply getting behind in their schoolwork. 

No one is protecting them. No one. No wonder there are riots.     

 If  you think enrolling kids in a religious group home 

might teach them valuable morals in a safe environment, think 

again, because reports of abuse have surfaced there as well. 

Several group childrenôs homes, some with distinctions as girls 

or military academies with a religious bent, have been accused 

of shackling students for days, seclusion, corporal punishment, 

and other forms of extreme discipline. Because these facilities 

claim to be religious, they are not subjected to being licensed by 

the state; therefore, authority figures continue to humiliate, 

isolate, and tie up kids, and encourage students to pick on their 

peers with beatings and racial and other derogatory slurs ï and 

the only regulation comes from a group (Florida Association of 

                                                           
356 /ƘǊƛǎ YƛǊƪƘŀƳΦ άtǊƛǾŀǘŜ tǊƛǎƻƴ 9ƳǇƛǊŜ wƛǎŜǎ 5ŜǎǇƛǘŜ {ǘŀǊǘƭƛƴƎ wŜŎƻǊŘ ƻf 
WǳǾŜƴƛƭŜ !ōǳǎŜΦέ The Huffington Post. Oct. 22, 2013. 
http://www.projects.huffingtonpost.com/prisoners-of-profit.html.  
357 Kirkham. 
358 Kirkham. 

http://www.projects.huffingtonpost.com/prisoners-of-profit.html
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Christian Child Caring Agencies or FACCCA) made up largely 

of owners of the homes themselves. 359 Evidence was found 

supporting more than a third of allegations which include 

ñphysical injury, medical neglect, environmental hazards, 

threatened harm, bizarre punishment, inadequate supervision, 

mental injury, asphyxiation and sexual abuse.ò 360 While 

quoting scripture, ñteens have been denounced as sinners, called 

ófaggotsô and ówhores,ô and humiliated in front of their peers for 

menstrual stains and suspicions of masturbation.ò 361  

Meanwhile, Dr. Robert L. Spitzer, creator of ñso-called 

reparative therapy to ócureô homosexuality for people strongly 

motivated to change,ò recanted his theory that people could 

change their orientation and admitted his study was not backed 

by real scientific evidence. In fact, the World Health 

Organization issued a report calling the therapy ña serious threat 

to the health and well-being ï even the lives ï of affected 

people.ò 362 It was the psychiatristôs dying wish that he 

renounce his judgments and apologize to the gay community. 

Schools and juvenile detention centers are thought of as safe 

places where responsible, kind adults care for, guide, and 

protect young minds and bodies from the outside world but 

sometimes this is not the case.  

 

                                                           
359 !ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀ ½ŀȅŀǎΦ άwŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŜȄŜƳǇǘƛƻƴ ŀǘ ǎƻƳŜ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎ 
ǎƘƛŜƭŘǎ ǇǊȅƛƴƎ ŜȅŜǎΦέ Tampa Bay Times. Fri., Oct. 26, 2012. From the series, 
άLƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΥ ¦ƴƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ǊŜƭƛƎƛƻǳǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƘƻƳŜǎΦέ 
http://www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/religious-exemption-at-
some-florida-ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ-shields-prying-eyes/1258390.html. 
360 Zayas. 
361 Zayas. 
362 .ŜƴŜŘƛŎǘ /ŀǊŜȅΦ άtǎȅŎƘƛŀǘǊȅ Dƛŀƴǘ {ƻǊǊȅ ŦƻǊ .ŀŎƪƛƴƎ Dŀȅ Ψ/ǳǊŜΦΩέ The New 
York Times. May 19, 2012. http://www.nytimes.com.html.    

http://www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/religious-exemption-at-some-florida-children's-shields-prying-eyes/1258390.html
http://www.tampabay.com/news/publicsafety/religious-exemption-at-some-florida-children's-shields-prying-eyes/1258390.html
http://www.nytimes.com.html/
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Psychiatric Care: 

 Another problem is that ñat the national level an 

estimated 657,000 youth aged 12 to 17 years received 

residential mental health treatment between 2002 and 2006.ò 363 

Some children need help with emotional or mental difficulties ï 

and some donôt. If it is suggested that your child has ADHD, for 

instance, donôt take a supposed expertôs advice as necessarily 

true: Take the time to investigate non-chemical alternatives. The 

problem is that children have no say in what happens to them. 

ñChildren (i.e., legal minors) are considered legally 

incompetentémost states continue to allow a childôs parent or 

guardian to approve admission to a psychiatric hospital (or 

residential treatment center or therapeutic boarding school) 

regardless of the childôs wishes.ò 364 Flaws in the child welfare 

system, the legal system, and the medical system have created a 

situation wherein children are misdiagnosed with the latest 

psychiatric disorders and are forced to take psychotropic 

medications against their will; often, this occurs in situations 

where group homes receive money. A leader in the field 

explains: 

There are now many new players, tellingly referred to as 

óstakeholders,ô and there is a lot of money being made 

from these abused and neglected children. In fact, in 

some jurisdictions the obscurity of a childôs diagnosis is 

directly related to the fee that is paid to the group home 

                                                           
363 {ǾŜǘƭŀƴŀ ¸ŀƳǇƻƭǎƪŀȅŀΣ 5ŜōǊŀ aƻǿŜǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ bƻǊƛƴ 5ƻƭƭŀǊŘΦ άtǊƻŦƛƭŜ ƻŦ 
Children Placed in Residential Psychiatric Program: Association With 
Delinquency, Involuntary Mental Health Commitment, and Reentry Into 
/ŀǊŜΦέ American Journal of Orthopsychiatry. Vol. 84, No. 3, pp. 234-243 
(2014). 
364 WƻƘƴ !Φ aŜƴƴƛƴƎŜǊΣ a5Φ άLƴǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ ¢ǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘΥ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
aŜŘƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ǇΦ пΦ http://www.brown.edu.html.  
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or foster parent and is also related to the fees that the 

practitioner is allowed to charge, the latter fee ostensibly 

being based on the assumption that these obscure 

diagnoses take extra time to assess, greater caution and 

the need to rule out more commonplace conditions. In 

reality, however, these diagnoses are frequently made 

without any medical examination of the child, no blood 

or other laboratory tests, and on the basis of checklists 

filled out by third parties who have their own vested 

interestséResearch demonstrates that financial 

relationships with pharmaceutical companies have 

strong correlations to diagnostic and prescribing 

behavior of physicians, even when the practitioner is 

unaware of this linkage. Sadly for the child, when he or 

she is administered a drug based on a misdiagnosis the 

drugs will not have the expected effect and, when the 

drugs do not work, more diagnoses are likely to follow 

with more drugs prescribed, often in higher doses. A 

vicious cycle can arise where no one stops to question 

whether the diagnoses could be wrong ï though they are 

almost always wrong, in my experience. 365 

That children are being used in such an invasive and life-

altering way to line the pockets of professionals and 

organizations who are in charge of their care and protection is 

disturbing, but it happens daily. 

Arresting Kids: 

 The reality is that children are being arrested at school 

for everything from arson to skipping class to minor behavioral 

                                                           
365 aΦ aŎYŀȅΣ tƘΦ5Φ άCƻǊŎŜŘ 5ǊǳƎƎƛƴƎ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƛƴ CƻǎǘŜǊ /ŀǊŜΥ ¢ǳǊƴƛƴƎ 
/ƘƛƭŘ !ōǳǎŜ ±ƛŎǘƛƳǎ ƛƴǘƻ LƴǾƻƭǳƴǘŀǊȅ tǎȅŎƘƛŀǘǊƛŎ tŀǘƛŜƴǘǎΦέ όнллтύΦ ǇΦ н-3. 
http://www.psychrights.org/articles/JoMv22No2.html.   

http://www.psychrights.org/articles/JoMv22No2
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problems like disruption, giving kids a record early on and 

feeding the school-to-prison pipeline which fuels the prison-

industrial-complex. This cruel and unusual practice criminalizes 

communities of color and disenfranchises voters while adding 

numbers to prison locales which, ironically, gives the areas 

more voting power because of the sheer number of prisoners 

included in population counts (even though the prisoners 

themselves cannot vote). In addition, a burgeoning prison 

population supports huge corporations because prisoners may 

end up being used as non-union workers; even if they donôt, the 

companies are still making a fortune as suppliers to the prison 

system, providing everything from food to care products on a 

grand scale. 366 There are ñtwice as many people suffering from 

mental illness who are in jails and prisons than there are in all 

psychiatric hospitals in the U.S. combined.ò 367  

Given the diabolical treatment aimed at some during 

their school days, it is no shock that students may end up not 

doing well in school, especially when they are removed from 

the classroom for minor infractions; moreover, as schools in 

poor communities of color ñreplicate the structures and regimes 

of the prison,ò the struggling members of said communities 

thence become the perfect candidates for prison and the perfect 

workers for industry inside the block walls and barbed wire. 368 

One Pinellas County, Florida, community group is fighting 

using arrest as the first and often only response to a problem 

and is asking the school chief for help in curbing the excessive 

number of students taken into custody, where 20% of arrests are 

                                                           
366 Angela Y. Davis. Are Prisons Obsolete? (New York: Seven Stories Press, 
2003), summary. 
367 Davis, 10. 
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for disruption (a broad and ill-defined term) and 70% are for 

misdemeanors. 369  

Letôs look at a few examples: In Forest Hills, New York, 

a 12-year old girl wrote the following with a green marker on 

her classroom desk: ñI love my friends Abby and Faith. Lex 

was here 2/1/10 J.ò Rather than detention or a lecture, the 

principal called police who took her to the police station after 

handcuffing her in front of fellow students. Another child in 

2007 wrote one word on her desk ï ñokayò ï and she too was 

handcuffed by police and arrested; others that day faced the 

same for putting stickers on school walls. In Chicago, kids as 

young as eleven-years old were arrested for a food fight. In 

2008, the Los Angeles police department issued 12,000+ tickets 

by school security officers and the police for tardiness and 

truancy under new zero-tolerance policy guidelines. Some faced 

fines as they were brought into the juvenile court system. 1998 

saw New York City hire nearly 5,000 school security officers 

under the NYPD School Safety Division versus only 3,000 

NYC public school counselors. The students are often subjected 

to unlawful search and seizure aggressively. Even a principal 

was arrested in 2005 when he ñtried to stop an officer from 

handcuffing one of his students.ò 370 Often kids are made to stay 

after school for detention when their only crime was arriving 

late to school because of a traffic jam their parents encountered. 
371 How can kids study when theyôre always afraid?  

 

                                                           
369 [ƛǎŀ DŀǊǘƴŜǊΦ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇ C!{¢ ǉǳƛȊȊŜǎ tƛƴŜƭƭŀǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘǎΦέ Tampa Bay Times. Tues., Mar. 10, 2014. 
http://www.tampabay.com/news/education/k12/html.  
370 Stephanie /ƘŜƴΦ άDƛǊƭΩǎ ŀǊǊŜǎǘ ŦƻǊ ŘƻƻŘƭƛƴƎ ǊŀƛǎŜǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ȊŜǊƻ 
ǘƻƭŜǊŀƴŎŜΦέ /bbΦ CŜōΦ муΣ нлмлΦ http://www.cnn.com.html.   
371 CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊΩǎ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ  
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151 

 

Campus Security: 

 As zero-tolerance policies proliferate, our society is 

spending more money on prison guards than teachers and ñthe 

new security in schools comes with an emphasis on barbed-wire 

security fences, banned book bags and pagersélock down drills 

and SWAT team rehearsals, to say nothing of metal detectors, 

drug-sniffing dogs, strip searches, and the scanning of genital 

orifices.ò 372 As the United States criminalizes teenagers all 

over the country, it is also torturing children in the war on terror 

in a purported effort to secure the nation. 373  

Torturing Children: 

As of 9/11/2001, the United States began not simply 

relying on third-party torturers or using off-shore prisons in the 

quest to find terrorists: ñThe attacks of 9/11 freed U.S. 

authorities from moral and legal constraints. President Barack 

Obama not only continues to permit the torture authorized by 

George W. Bush but has gone on to embrace his predecessorôs 

radical secrecy lawsédocuments released from the 

International Committee of the Red Cross, from the U.S. Justice 

Departmentôs Office of Legal Council (OLC), and from the 

House Armed Services Committee illustrate that torture is a 

tactic routinely employed by the CIA and the U.S. Military.ò 374 

Occasionally, youth are included in this high level approved 

routine. 

One boy, Omar Khadr, a Canadian citizen seriously 

wounded in Afghanistan, says he was interrogated ñ42 times in 

                                                           
372 Henry A. Giroux. Hearts of Darkness: Torturing Children in the War on 
Terror (Boulder: Paradigm Publishers, 2010), 27-28. 
373 Giroux, ix. 
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90 days.ò Interrogators employed the gamut of technique on the 

child: they threw cold water on him; threatened to have him 

raped; placed him in solitary confinement; hooded and 

threatened him with barking dogs; beat him brutally; and 

refused to allow him to go to the bathroom causing him to 

urinate on himself, after which he was handcuffed with his 

hands and feet behind him while ñmilitary police poured pine 

oil on the floor and on meé[and] dragged me back and forth 

through the mixture of urine and pine oil on the floor.ò 375 

Using an underage (in this case, a fifteen-year old) prisoner as a 

human mop is certainly not something one would think of as 

possible ï certainly not something done by the good guys. 

Another child, Chad-citizen Mohammed El-Gharani, was just 

fourteen when he was arrested in Pakistan in 2001 and given to 

the United States in 2002. This boy had been tortured while in 

Pakistani custody and was then sold to the U.S. He says that one 

particular soldier, ñwould hold my penis, with scissors, and say 

heôd cut it off.ò He was subjected to racial abuse, hung from his 

wrists on a number of occasions, sleep-deprived, forced to 

experience prolonged isolation, and made to stay in painful 

stress positions. 376 

The Convention on the Rights of the Child (C.R.C.), 

Article 37 states: ñNo child shall be subjected to torture or other 

cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment,ò (a) and 

that ñno child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully 

or arbitrarily. The arrest, detention or imprisonment of a 

childéshall be used only as a measure of last resort and for the 

shortest appropriate period of time.ò The article also states (b): 

ñEvery child deprived of liberty shall be treated with humanity 
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and respect for the inherent dignity of the human person, and in 

a manner which takes into account the needs of persons of his 

or her age. In particular, every child deprived of liberty shall be 

separated from adults unless it is considered in the childôs best 

interest not to do so and shall have the right to maintain contact 

with his or her family through correspondence or visits, save in 

exceptional circumstances.ò Further (c): ñEvery child deprived 

of his or her liberty shall have the right to prompt access to legal 

and other appropriate assistance, as well as the right to 

challenge the legality of the deprivation of his or her liberty 

before a court or other competent, independent and impartial 

authority, and to a prompt decision on any such action.ò 377 

These rules are obviously not always adhered to by the United 

States.  

Killing Youth: 

 Despite the countryôs supposed reputation for adoring 

and caring for its children, the United States is among few 

countries (the others are China, Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Iran, Pakistan, Yemen, Nigeria, and Saudi Arabia) who, since 

1990, have executed juvenile offenders, whether mentally 

challenged or not; other nations recognize that doing such goes 

against the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the 

Child and other international agreements and treaties. 378 

Beginning with a Plymouth Colony, Massachusetts, youth 

killing in 1642, there have been 365 juvenile executions among 

                                                           
377 ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ bŀǘƛƻƴǎΩ ά/ƻƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wƛƎƘǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘΦέ мффлΦ 
http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/crc.htm.  
378 !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŀƴ !ƳƴŜǎǘȅ LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ōȅ ά{ƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ hǳǊ 
¢ƛƳŜǎΣέ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻŦŦŜƴŘŜǊǎ since 1990 include: 1 in Congo, 1 in 
Nigeria, 1 in Saudi Arabia, 1 in Yemen, 2 in China, 2 in Sudan, 3 in Pakistan, 
18 in Iran, and 19 in the U.S. http://www.signsofourtimes.info.html or 
Amnesty International USA at http://www.amnestyusa.org.html.  

http://www.ohchr.org/english/law/crc.htm
http://www.signsofourtimes.info.html/
http://www.amnestyusa.org.html/


154 

 

the approximately 20,000 executions since that time, twenty-

two of which are since the reinstatement of the death penalty in 

1976. 379 Although the Supreme Court ruled in 2005 that 

executing juveniles is unconstitutional, 3000 children under the 

age of 17 (some as young as 13) have been sentenced to 

imprisonment until death ñthrough life-without-parole sentences 

imposed with very little scrutiny or review.ò 380 The U.S. last 

executed a juvenile in 2003, but the U.S. and Israel were the 

only two countries in 2007 with juvenile offenders who 

received life without parole (LWOP). 381 Many of the crimes for 

which they are serving time do not involve injury or homicide; 

in fact, many were convicted even though an older teen or adult 

was responsible for the crime. 382 There are other inherent 

problems with the system as it exists. 

Racial Retribution: 

Reflecting the overall justice systemôs bias against 

people of color and the targeting thereof, ñwhen prosecutors 

instead of judges decide which children should be treated as 

adults in Cook County [Chicago] criminal court, they 

overwhelmingly choose children of color.ò 383 Given that 

schools get funding from property taxes ï meaning that schools 

                                                           
379 ά¢ƘŜ 9ȄŜŎǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ WǳǾŜƴƛƭŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ{Φέ Death Penalty Information 
Center. http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org.html.   
380 ά5ŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ tǊƛǎƻƴ {ŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ Equal Justice Initiative. 
http://www.eji.org.html.   
381 Henry A. Giroux. Hearts of Darkness: Torturing Children in the War on 
Terror (Boulder: Paradigm Publishers, 2010), 27-28. 
382 ά5ŜŀǘƘ ƛƴ tǊƛǎƻƴ {ŜƴǘŜƴŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ Equal Justice Initiative. 
http://www.eji.org.html. 
383 ά!ƭƭ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƪƛŘǎ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŎƻǳǊǘ ōȅ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ 
ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊΦέ Equal Justice Initiative. May 23, 2014. 
http://www.eji.org.html.   
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http://www.eji.org.html/
http://www.eji.org.html/
http://www.eji.org.html/
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in wealthier areas get better equipment, teachers, etc. ï these 

children are already at a disadvantage. And letôs not forget that 

schools in disadvantaged areas are mimicking the prison 

systemôs routines, presumably to get the kids used to the 

incarceration theyôll face at some point. According to the Equal 

Justice Initiative: ñ83 percent of kids that prosecutors sent 

directly to adult court were African American [and] sixteen 

percent were Hispanic. Of all 257 children, only one was 

white.ò 384 Children sent to adult prisons are ñfive times more 

likely to be sexually assaulted and twice as likely to be violently 

attacked by inmates or staff.ò 385 Moreover, when a child is 

prosecuted in an adult court, the child is more likely to re-

offend. 386 This is a commentary on childhood gone wrong ï 

quite intentionally. 

Corporatization of Prisons:   

Concentration camp victims were used as slave labor 

during WWII by big German and American companies like 

DuPont, Siemens, BASF, Coca-Cola, Ford, Thyssen-Krupp, etc. 

and IBM took care of identifying a single grandparent, rounding 

up, disposing of, and coming up with the 5-digit tattoo as key-

punch code for victims. 387 In the 1800s, Black Codes (laws) 

were invented as a way to arrest only Blacks for crimes which 

                                                           
384 ά!ƭƭ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘǎ ƻŦ ƪƛŘǎ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŀŘǳƭǘ ŎƻǳǊǘ ōȅ /ƘƛŎŀƎƻ 
ǇǊƻǎŜŎǳǘƻǊǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƭƻǊΦέ Equal Justice Initiative. May 23, 2014. 
http://www.eji.org.html.  
385 ά!ƭƭ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜΧΦέ Equal Justice Initiative. 
386 ά!ƭƭ ōǳǘ ƻƴŜΧΦέ Equal Justice Initiative. 
387 άCƻǳƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ IƻƭƻŎŀǳǎǘΥ /ƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣ /ŀƳǇ LƴƳŀǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ {ƭŀǾŜ 
[ŀōƻǊΦέ The Jerusalem Post blog. 1/18/13. 
http://www.blogs.jpost.com.html.  

http://www.eji.org.html/
http://www.blogs.jpost.com.html/
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whites were not held accountable for. 388 Those imprisoned 

were then leased by prisons to companies for labor. 389 Again in 

the U.S. there are those who are making a fine profit from 

prisons. Businesses included on the corrections.com website 

who act as suppliers to the prison system are: Ace Hardware, 

Archer Daniels Midland, Nestle Food Service, Verizon, AT&T, 

Hewlett-Packard, Dial soap, and health-care providers. Now 

defense contractors like Westinghouse Electric Corporation and 

GDE Systems (a division of the old General Dynamics) are 

investing in prisons because they sense that militarism will soon 

be needed on Americaôs streets. 390 Traditionally, prisoners have 

been used by the pharmaceutical industry against their will. 391 

But now big corporations like Wackenhut (G4S), CCA, and 

Capital Corrections Resources ñhave a stake in retaining 

prisoners as long as possibleò in order to use them as labor. 392 

For private business prison labor is like a pot of gold. 

No strikes. No union organizing. No health benefits, 

unemployment insurance, or workersô compensation to 

pay. No language barriers, as in foreign countries. New 

leviathan prisons are being built on thousands of eerie 

acres of factories inside the walls. Prisoners do data 

entry for Chevron, make telephone reservations for 

TWA, raise hogs, shovel manure, and make circuit 

boards, limousines, waterbeds, and lingerie for 

                                                           
388 Angela Y. Davis. Are Prisons Obsolete? (New York: Seven Stories Press, 
2003), 28-29. 
389 Davis, 35. 
390 Davis, 87. 
391 Davis, 89. 
392 Davis, 95. 
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Victoriaôs Secret, all at a fraction of the cost of ófree 

labor.ô 393   

Privatization of prisons is occurring in the same way hospitals 

and schools are being taken over. ñAt least 37 states have 

legalized the contracting of prison labor by private 

corporations.ò 394 The facts are draconian and appalling: ñThree 

decades agoéthe prison population was comprised of a tenth of 

the present numbers,ò ñtwo-thirds of existing prisons were 

opened during the eighties and nineties,ò and there are now 

about ñsixty super-maximum security federal and state prisons 

located in thirty-six states.ò 395 How many of our children are 

slated for these facilities? 

Our society paints a picture of childhood perfection 

which exists for fewer and fewer little ones. Sometimes these 

young criminals were in the wrong place at the wrong time or 

had no real understanding of right or wrong or of the 

ramifications of their actions. Often poor and underrepresented 

in courts of law, many never knew the niceties with which all 

children should be raised. This situation is more a commentary 

of a neglectful or methodical society than wayward youth. For 

those remaining in school, reading seems an essential skill and 

enjoyable activity but caution should be taken in this area as 

well.  

 

 

                                                           
393 Angela Y. Davis. Are Prisons Obsolete? (New York: Seven Stories Press, 
2003), 84. 
394 Global Research. Dec. 8, 2013. http://www.globalresearch.com.html.  
395 Angela Y. Davis. Are Prisons Obsolete? (New York: Seven Stories Press, 
2003), 93, 17, 49. 

http://www.globalresearch.com.html/
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Grim Books for Children: 

 There are many complications when it comes to reading. 

One stumbling block is equal gender representation, a problem 

found across media. There is a pro-male character gender bias 

in childrenôs books from 1900-2000 ï a full century of symbolic 

annihilation! In the 1990s, even ñmale animal characters 

outnumbered their female counterparts 2 to 1.ò 396 Authors of 

the study suggest that ñthis gender disparity sends the message 

that men and boys occupy a more important role in our culture. 

Booksécontribute to how children understand what is expected 

of women and men and shape the way children will think about 

their own place in the world.ò 397 Gender representation is only 

part of the problem, especially when one considers the primary 

book ordering service for elementary and middle school aged 

children.     

One wonders where teachers get the lists distributed in 

classrooms from which children must choose books to read 

because often the selections are filled with graphic violence and 

are obviously not chosen from the NEAôs (National Education 

Association) ñTeachersô Top 100 Books for Children,ò which 

mostly features actual good books. Nor are they from ñDiversity 

Book Lists and Resources for Teachers and Parents,ò whose 

website informs that ñof 3,200 childrenôs books released in 

2013, a mere 223 were by authors of color, and 253 were about 

people of color.ò 398 Right-wing and supposedly family-oriented 

organization, Scholastic, distributes leaflets with books and 

                                                           
396 άbŜǿ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ 9Ƴƛƭȅ CŀƛǊŎƘƛƭŘ CƛƴŘǎ DŜƴŘŜǊ .ƛŀǎ ƛƴ ŀ 
/ŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ .ƻƻƪǎΦέ West Coast Woman. August 2011.  
397 άbŜǿ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ ƻŦ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΧΦέ West Coast Woman. 
398 ά¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎΩ ¢ƻǇ млл .ƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ National Education Association. 
http://www.nea.org.htmlΦ ά5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ .ƻƻƪ [ƛǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ŦƻǊ ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊǎ 
ŀƴŘ tŀǊŜƴǘǎΦέ http://www.multiculturalchildrensbookday.com.html.  

http://www.nea.org.html/
http://www.multiculturalchildrensbookday.com.html/
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other items for sale and holds events at elementary schools (to 

financially assist the company and the schools). Their collection 

includes a whole host of ghastly, gory, mean-spirited books like 

The Hunger Games series. The question is whether they carry 

these types of books because they are popular or if they become 

popular because children are given a limited selection from 

which to choose ï that is, these materials are presented as 

popular and so they become.  

In the September 2010 issue, the final book of the 

Hunger Games series, Mockingjay, is featured dead center on 

the cover with the excerpt: ñMy name is Katniss Everdeen. Why 

am I not dead? I should be dead.ò To entice purchase, a pin is 

exclusively offered and a caution that the book is ñsuper top-

secretò and will be sent to classrooms only on the official 

release date, which is a common advertising persuasion 

technique used to make buyers excited about an impending 

release. The ñGross, Daring and Totally Wickedò section 

features the following: A Zombieôs Guide to the Human Body, 

on whose cover is a startled looking toothed skeleton with one 

eyeball facing the viewer and the other about to bulge out; 100 

Most Disgusting Things on the Planet; and a book called At the 

Edge: Daring Acts in Desperate Times featuring ñmore than 20 

true stories of people forced to make split-second decisions in 

life-threatening situations ï from an avalanche to a terrorist 

attack!ò But thereôs more on offer for high-tech types. 

The ñInteractiveò section offers several interesting 

choices: an app marketed to girls so they may practice styling 

hair, putting on makeup, and using nail décor and accessories 

with their own image (or a friendôs, taken with the Nintendo 

DSi camera) on the ñStyle Lab Makeoverò Nintendo DS ï it 

includes personality tests and in-game expert advice on the best 

looks; Wii ñBoot Camp Academy,ò where youth can join the 
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Army and drive a tank; and ñCombat Wings: Battle of Britainò 

PC-DVD for ñrealistic missions as a fighter pilot, tail gunner, 

and AA [anti-aircraft] gun commander.ò An ñImmortal Journalò 

is on offer so kids can ñmake [their] memories last foreverò (a 

shift from predecessor diaries in that students can write their 

ideas down for posterity since they are made to recognize they 

are merely mortal); a quiz book so children can find out and log 

information about their fellow classmates; and the Spy High 

series with the following titles: Iôd Tell You I Love You, But 

Then Iôd Have to Kill You; Cross My Heart and Hope to Spy; 

and Only the Good Spy Young. 

Feature sections are carved out. The ñSchool Discussion 

of the Monthò in this issue is ñA World at War,ò which features 

seven books about war, from ñdeath-defying rescuersò in 

Afghanistan (Battle Heroes: Voices from Afghanistan) to the 

true tale of a boy who attempts to tell WWII Germany its 

leaders are lying and is tried for treason and sentenced to death 

(The Boy Who Dared). The ñRealistic Fictionò section offers a 

book about Vietnam with a mature content warning (Fallen 

Angels) and a book whose main character has leukemia (Ways 

to Live Forever). The ñVampires and Ghostsò section features a 

number of scary stories: A series actually called Scary Stories; 

thrillers with titles such as Ninth Grade Slays and Tenth Grade 

Bleeds; and the book, Bad Girls Donôt Die, whose description 

includes the line, ñCould her dead sister Kasey be at the bottom 

of [unexplained ghostly events]?ò 

In this one eight-page issue, the words murder, death, 

deadly, dead, die, deadliest, and war are used twenty-eight 

times! Clearly, the same programming which has transformed 

seen, heard, and read content for adults has invaded the world of 

children: pro-war ideology; the savage; the gruesome; the fear-

based; and the death-focused. When elementary school aged 
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kids are being subjected to this perspective for entertainment, 

something is amiss in society. 

The Militarization of Schools: 

 The federally-sponsored U.S. Armed Forcesô JROTC 

(Junior Reserve Officersô Training Corps) is in high schools 

across the land. Many groups oppose military indoctrination in 

schools due to its high cost, lack of local school district control 

over staff and curriculum, and mandatory enrollment. The 

American Civil Liberties Union points out that targeting the 

young for recruitment is a violation of the United Nations 

sponsored ñConvention on the Rights of the Child,ò which the 

U.S. has not yet ratified, although it did ratify ñThe Rights of 

the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed Conflictò 

(2000) optional protocol. 399 The U.S. declaration states that one 

can join the Armed Forces at age 17 with parental or guardian 

permission, that recruitment canôt be forced or coerced, and 

asks that state parties raise the minimum age of voluntary 

recruitment to 15-years old. Students begin middle school at age 

10, so it seems a conflict of interest that the military is 

attempting to attract even younger than high school aged 

children: ñThe Army is collaborating with the National 

Association of School Boards to develop a so-called JROTC-

plus program that would use the high-school JROTC curriculum 

as a basis for a middle school program, Army JROTC director 

Col. John Vanderbleek said.ò 400 Top Army officials are 

studying current unofficial military middle school programs in 

Kansas ñto see if they could be a model for others nationwide.ò 

                                                           
399 άWǳƴƛƻǊ wŜǎŜǊǾŜ hŦŦƛŎŜǊǎΩ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ /ƻǊǇǎΦέ ²ƛƪƛǇŜŘƛŀΦ 
http://en.wikipedia.org.html.  
400 ά!ǊƳȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ-ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Wwh¢/ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦέ Army Times. Oct. 12, 
2009. http://www.armytimes.com.html or access through Democratic 
Underground at http://www.democraticunderground.com.html.   

http://en.wikipedia.org/
http://www.armytimes.com.html/
http://www.democraticunderground.com.html/
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401 Unofficial middle school programs are already in place 

across the country and a widespread official program is already 

in force in Chicago. 

 Funded by the Department of Defense as part of a $3 

billion annual recruitment budget, the Middle School Cadet 

Corps (MSCC) is in twenty-six Chicago schools. The 

elementary school MSCC program trains students ñas young as 

11 years old to march in formation and carry [fake] guns.ò 402 

As part of the largest JROTC in the country, students entering 

high school can choose from forty-five high schools with 

JROTC programs. President Bushôs 2002 ñNo Child Left 

Behind Actò is responsible for expanding militarization in 

education: Section 9528ôs unpublicized provision, ñóArmed 

Forces Recruiter Access to Students and Student Recruitment 

Informationô requires high schools to give all student contact 

information to the military. Most students [and their parents] 

arenôt aware they can opt out by filling out a form.ò 403 Students 

are frequently called by military officials trying to get them to 

sign up for military service. While recruitment officers promise 

money for college and a secure military career, ñtwo-thirds of 

recruits never receive college funding and only 15% graduate 

with a four-year degree. As for a ósecureô career, the 

unemployment rate for veterans is 3x higher than non-veterans.ò 
404 Plus, ethnic profiling is used to target low-income and 

minority areas. There are ñonly five schools in all of the more 

                                                           
401 ά!ǊƳȅ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊǎ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ-ǎŎƘƻƻƭ Wwh¢/ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦέ Army Times. Oct. 12, 
2009. http://www.armytimes.com.html.  
402 WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ ²ŜŘŜƪƛƴŘΦ ά¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜΥ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ƳƻǾŜ 
ƛƴǘƻ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΦέ In These Times. June 3, 2005. 
http://www.inthesetimes.com.html.   
403 Wedekind. I personally attempted on many occasions to opt out my 
high-school child but the link to do so was disabled.  
404 Wedekind.  

http://www.armytimes.com.html/
http://www.inthesetimes.com.html/
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affluent [read: predominantly white] Chicago suburbs [which] 

have JROTC programs.ò 405 Although proponents point to the 

importance of leadership skills and civics lessons learned in 

these programs, former Defense Secretary, Gen. William 

Cohen, called JROTC ñone of the best recruiting services that 

we could have.ò 406 

Academic Programs: 

 In addition to beginning military life at younger and 

younger ages, high school sports stars are being heavily 

recruited, but it isnôt just the strong, popular football jock thatôs 

wanted. A new marketing ploy purportedly for highly intelligent 

11th graders who scored phenomenally well on the PSAT or are 

nominated by teachers or guidance counselors receive 

invitations on watermarked stationery inviting them to attend 

Envisionôs ñNational Youth Leadership Forum on Careers in 

National Security ï Diplomacy, Intelligence, and Defenseò 

through the capitolôs George Mason University. There are other 

companies out there offering similar expensive programs which 

may introduce students to Washington insiders or at least give 

them new ideas about possible government careers.  

Another program is a true scholarly enterprise in which 

high school students are offered funding to attend summer 

S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) camps. 

For over fifty years, the U.S. Army Educational Outreach 

Program (A.E.O.P.) has offered programs designed for 

elementary school age children and above. The Academy of 

Applied Science, Army Research Center, whose sponsors 

                                                           
405 WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ ²ŜŘŜƪƛƴŘΦ ά¢ƘŜ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ǊǳǎŀŘŜΥ aƛlitary programs move 
ƛƴǘƻ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ŦƛǎƘ ŦƻǊ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǎƻƭŘƛŜǊǎΦέ In These Times. June 3, 2005. 
http://www.inthesetimes.com.html.  
406 Wedekind. 
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include the Army and Navy, works through universities to bring 

science-oriented kids of all ages to universities to learn the 

latest in the aforementioned fields. Only those with top grades 

need apply. Another program ï also military funded ï for those 

not historically represented in these disciplines is R.E.A.P. 

(Research and Engineering Apprenticeship Program), whose 

mission is to mentor while also introducing ñstudents to the 

Armyôs interest and investment in science and engineering 

research.ò 407 In this way, the higher echelon of future leaders 

and decision-makers are theoretically created who will plan 

activities for enlisted troops.  

What students private companies and university 

programs may miss will surely be caught directly by the U.S. 

government. The Department of Defenseôs joint marketing 

communications and market research and studies program 

(JAMRS) is hiring firms to discover ñweak points in the 

publicôs growing resistance to joining the armed servicesò 

through projects like the following: ñHispanic Barriers to 

Enlistment,ò which is battling under-representation of Latino 

youth; ñCollege Drop Outs/Stop Outs Study,ò which has 

identified that those in college freshman classes have the 

highest dropout rate, lacking ñboth the direction and funds to 

fully pursue their education,ò and are therefore potential 

enlisters; and ñMothersô Attitude Study,ò which gauges the 

target audienceôs (10th and 11th graders) mothersô attitudes and 

found that ñif they could get óguidance counselors, teachers, and 

coachesô to lobby moms, they could make far greater 

recruitment inroads.ò 408 It is obvious that the Department of 

                                                           
407 ά¢ƘŜ w9!t 9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ http://www.aas-
world.org/REAP/REAPprogram.html.  
408 Nick Turse. The Complex: How The Military Invades Our Everyday Lives 
(New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2008), 158-159. 

http://www.aas-world.org/REAP/REAPprogram.html
http://www.aas-world.org/REAP/REAPprogram.html
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Defense wishes to specifically offer the military as an option for 

those who cannot easily afford college.  

Target Audiences: 

There is something troubling about both the immersion 

in youth culture and the compartmentalized racial element in the 

Armed Forcesô plan to increase their numbers. In an effort to 

pick up so-called urban recruits, custom ultra-equipped 

Hummer H2s with ñYo Soy El Armyò (I Am the Army) painted 

on the sides frequently arrive at college campuses, car shows, 

sporting events, and music festivals; indeed, the Army is 

heavily invested in sponsoring lowrider car events hoping to 

specifically target Latino Americans. Thereôs now a Spanish TV 

commercial which translates to: ñThis moment of your 

independence is protected by the U.S. Army.ò African-

American youth are treated to the Armyôs ñTakinô It to the 

Streetsò campaign ï with regulation-size basketball hoops on 

the rear of the Hummers ï at select schools, NAACP 

conventions, and hip-hop events. The other branches have 

similar vehicles designed to impress unsuspecting youngsters 

who are eager to get free rap CDs and T-shirts. For those who 

miss the military presence at events, surely exciting ads at the 

movie theater, on the computer, or on television will capture 

their attention. 

No matter what their eventual path, children are stressed 

because teachers tell parents the kids must be responsible even 

in the first grade, sometimes resulting in getting an F because a 

child forgot to turn in an assignment. Current teenage 

volunteerism as a college requirement for those encouraged on a 

scholarly path means that teens are busy. It is reminiscent of 

when the middle class and the Boy Scouts were told during the 

Depression to help the desperate while the wealthy experienced 
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increased tax cuts and the poor were left to help each other; in 

that case, President Roosevelt was able to create a few hundred 

thousand temporary jobs but 20 million were needed. As 

graduating collegiate populations face $700/month loan 

payments but canôt find jobs, they, along with the general 

population, are being heavily encouraged to buy, buy, buy. 
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IV.  TELEVISION:   

ñFilm and television, newspapers, books and radio together have an 

influence over individuals that was unimagined a hundred years ago. This 

power confers great responsibility on all who work in the mediaé[as well 

as] each of us who, as individuals, listen and read and watchéIt is not the 

case that we have no power over what we take from the mediaéWhen the 

media focuses too closely on the negative aspects of human nature, there is a 

danger that we become persuaded that violence and aggression are its 

principle characteristicséGood news is not remarked on precisely because 

there is so much of it.ò 

- Dalai Lama (Tenzin Gyatsoôs) 1999 book Ancient Wisdom, Modern 

World: Ethics For a New Millenium, p. 210-212 

 ñThe use of horror for its own sake will be eliminated; the use of visual or 

aural effects which would shock or alarm the viewer, and the detailed 

presentation of brutality or physical agony by sight or sound are not 

permissible.ò 

- The Television Code of the National Association of Broadcasters, 

which fell out of use over 20 years ago 

ñIn the marketing world theyôre called ótinys.ô At just six months of age, 

babies are already forming mental images of corporate logos. One in four 

children utters a brand name as their first recognizable word.ò 

- Mothering, the Home for Natural Family Living 

 

Thatôs Not Real News: 

 Video News Releases (or VNRs) are used by 

corporations and the government to promote a particular 

ideology. A fake reporter (generally a PR expert) is used for a 

story which is sent to newsrooms around the country but 

viewers at home think itôs actual news; however, these are 
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really paid advertisements. 409 As media conglomeration 

continues, one has to ask who owns those channels and question 

their agendas in order to protect democracy. These few media 

corporations share board members with each other and work in 

collaboration, thereby presenting a limited view which can 

silence dissent or even discussion and, as Amy Goodman of 

ñDemocracy Nowò says, present who is good or evil, right or 

wrong. 410  

 When Iraq was presented as the ñaxis of evilò and 

Americans came to believe there was an imminent threat to our 

safety, we willingly sent troops overseas. We all now know 

there were no ñweapons of mass destruction,ò yet troops remain 

in countries we were not attacked or threatened by. Turns out, 

Saddam Hussein was a cruel dictator but there were and are 

plenty of other dictators left by the U.S. to carry on their cruelty 

ï and Iraq continues to have human rights abuses under U.S. 

control. 411 After 9/11, Muslims and or those of Arabic descent 

were arrested in the United States for supposedly being part of 

conspiratorial cells which would commit crimes within the 

country, but all of the accused were cleared of any wrong doing. 
412 One supposes history will place these actions on the same 

                                                           
409 For tricks invented by Fox News which other channels copied, such as 
ǘƘŜ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭ ά.ǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ bŜǿǎέ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŎǊŜŜƴΩǎ ōƻǘǘƻƳΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ 
hǳǘŦƻȄŜŘΥ wǳǇŜǊǘ aǳǊŘƻŎƘΩǎ ²ŀǊ ƻƴ WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎƳ, directed by Robert 
Greenwald, 2004.  
410 Jeff Warrick. Programming the Nation? DVD. Perf. Noam Chomsky, Amy 
Goodman, Dennis Kucinich, John B. Alexander, Christopher Coppola (Aptos 
CA and Santa Cruz CA: Ignite Productions and Digital Media Factory, 2011). 
411 άLǊŀǉΥ ! ŘŜŎŀŘŜ ƻŦ ŀōǳǎŜǎΦέ Amnesty International. Mar. 11, 2013. 
http://www.amnestyusa.html.  
412 bƛƴŀ .ŜǊƴǎǘŜƛƴΦ άIŜƭŘ ƛƴ фκмм bŜǘΣ aǳǎƭƛƳǎ wŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ !ŎŎǳǎŜ ¦Φ{Φέ The 
New York Times. January 23, 2006. http://www.nytimes.com.html. Please 
also see the ACLU (American Civil Liberties Union) ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ ά²ƻǊƭŘǎ !ǇŀǊǘΥ 

http://www.amnestyusa.html/
http://www.nytimes.com.html/
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page as WWIIôs Japanese Internment Camps. What liberties 

were lost for all Americans due to this warmongering 

advertising campaign?  

Competitive and Disturbing Nature of Reality and Other TV 

Shows: 

Television programming is another area which has 

become more savage. ñRealityò (read: this isnôt that real and we 

expect participants to behave in the most ridiculous manner 

possible to get ratings) programmingôs tricks are being 

borrowed by commonplace shows because it is cheaper to 

follow people around while filming than to hire writers and 

actors; in addition to being less expensive to produce, the 

viciousness encouraged gets ratings, even if it is two pageant 

moms arguing over which of their children should win, as seen 

on The Learning Channelôs ñToddlers and Tiarasò or part-

Disney-owned ABC, whose show, ñThe Bachelor,ò keeps 

women competing as Cinderellas for menôs attention. Shows 

which travel to faraway lands delight in strange to Americans, 

exotic cuisine like guinea pig, cow udder, pig testicle and brain, 

and horse (see The Travel Channelôs ñBizarre Foods with 

Andrew Zimmernò) and seem to be created for the ñyuckò 

factor one gets watching the Discovery Channelôs ñDirty Jobs.ò 

Other tough ways to earn a living featured on TV include 

Discoveryôs ñDeadliest Catch,ò ñCatching Hell,ò and ñCold 

Water Captainsò depicting the harshness of working on the 

ocean, the latter two brought to you by The Weather Channel in 

between shows about weather disasters. ñAmerican Muscle,ò on 

Discovery Health and Fitness, follows the sometimes brutal 

                                                                                                                            
How Deporting Immigrants After 9/11 Tore Families Apart and Shattered 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎΦέ 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ нллпΦ  http://www.aclu.org.html.  

http://www.aclu.org.html/
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methods of trainer and former U-M coach, Mike Barwis, at his 

gym. There are innumerable other shows.    

Developing Difference:  

Beyond ñAmericaôs Got Talentò in spectacle ï and 

reminiscent of a P.T. Barnum promotion ï are the shows which 

feature those physically challenged. For example, The Learning 

Channelôs conjoined twinsô reality show, ñAbby and Brittany,ò 

both informs misinformed viewers of perceived difference and 

relies on ancient Romeôs lure of the arena tactics to attract 

viewers. The same networkôs ñLittle People, Big Worldò 

introduces viewers to the difficulties of being a little person. In 

competition with TLC, AMCôs take at reviewing a whole host 

of unusual physicalities is insultingly called ñFreakshow.ò 

ñBreaking Amishò and ñReturn to Amish,ò other TLC 

programs, introduce audiences to strict religious codes as 

members pit themselves against other-worldliness. The 

networkôs ñBuying Nakedò is the daily grind of selling real 

estate in nudist colonies. TLCôs ñHoarding: Buried Alive,ò 

ñExtreme Cheapskates,ò and ñExtreme Couponingò take us into 

the homes and lives of those who need serious counseling to 

overcome their difficulties and obsessions. The question is: Do 

these programs simply fulfill a viewerôs curiosity regarding 

difference or is their purpose to point out similarities between 

people? In addition, shows like the Food Networkôs ñSouthern 

at Heartò and ñThe Pioneer Womanò seem like hyper-

conservative, ultra-white throwbacks to an age when only 

women cooked and were solely responsible for the comfort of 

the family, and this too acts as delineation between men and 

women in dichotomizing difference. The History Channel, after 

long devotion to WWII and Nazi programming, now primarily 

concerns itself with conspiracy theory shows about religion, 

mythical creatures, and UFOs and has its own reality television 
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shows like ñCounting Cars,ò about car restoration, and ñSwamp 

Peopleò alligator hunters. Now on SCI, the Science Channel, 

shows such as ñOdditiesò and ñMega Shreddersò teach how to 

find unusual artifacts with ñRipleyôs Believe It or Notò aplomb 

and feature the thrills of crushing cars and the like, respectively.     

Battles to the End:     

Rivalries can be found even on the Food Network 

between chefs, as seen on ñChopped.ò Not to be outdone, 

thereôs also Bravoôs ñTop Chef Duels,ò which pits chefs against 

one another, and FOXôs ñKitchen Nightmares,ò where the host 

helps struggling restaurants while wielding an assortment of 

insults. ñCupcake Wars Kidsò reduces baking children to tears. 

Battles also exist on HGTV between real estate agents and 

interior designers (who each team with one side of a couple in 

their division between selling or fixing their house) on ñLove It 

or List It.ò Even the competitive ñProperty Brothersò program 

has started a new show, ñBrother vs. Brother,ò featuring the 

twins in an ad where the two appear to be physically fighting as 

one is flipped high into the air and lands hard on the ground. 

Dancing and singing competitions always include drama from 

participants and often from chastising judges. Speedôs ñCar 

Warriors,ò too, promotes rivalry between competing car 

restoration teams from different cities.   

Apocalyptic: 

Pre- and post-apocalyptic themes are in many programs, 

like TNT/DreamWorks Televisionôs ñFalling Skies,ò executive 

produced by Steven Spielberg, which follows the aftermath of 

an alien invasion. The Science Channel (SCI) offers ñPerfect 

Disaster,ò which teaches survival in worst-case scenarios. 

ñNaked and Afraidò is a show where pairs of strangers learn to 

survive sans clothing in the wilderness for three weeks. 
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Survivalist competitions like ñDual Survivalò pit a primitive-

skills and naturalist expert against a military-trained survival 

instructor. There are a plethora of other survival shows, 

including military and survivalist expert Bear Gryllsô previous 

Discovery Channel ñMan versus Wildò and ñEscape From 

Hell,ò with an NBC reality show ñGet Out Aliveò in between. 

His latest, for NBC, ñRunning Wild with Bear Grylls,ò takes 

celebs like Zac Efron into the wilderness for survival training. 

Les Stroudôs long-running ñSurvivormanò also features an 

expert survivalist in the wilds of the planet.  

 Not to be outdone, the National Geographic Channel 

introduced ñDoomsday Preppers,ò whereas the Discovery 

Channel came up with ñDoomsday Bunkers.ò Both programs 

feature those arming and stockpiling for any number of end-of-

the-world disasters. Often survivalist programming takes ñoff 

the gridò principles to an extremely paranoid existence, turning 

neighbors into potential enemies and making life a 

preoccupation with deadly scenarios. Living with ample 

gasoline and excessive ammunition, these families-turned-

cammo-lovers leave viewers with unsettling and fearful 

thoughts about the need to prepare, if only to protect themselves 

from families like this. The exaltation of average people turning 

feral can only be outmaneuvered by the military in action.     

Milit arism & Torture: 

 Groups such as Human Rights First claim that 

depictions seen in TV shows such as ñLostò and ñ24ò (changed) 

Americansô views on torture ï and not just the views of 

everyday Americans but those of American interrogators in 

Iraq. One ñformer U.S. Army specialist who questioned 

prisoners in Baghdadôs infamous Abu Ghraib prison and several 

other facilities around Iraqésaid he saw instances of mock 
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executions like that in ó24.ô Once, some fellow interrogators 

asked an Iraqi translator to pretend he was being tortured to 

strike fear in a prisoner after they had just watched a similar 

scene on a DVD.ò 413 In addition to pressure by commanders to 

quickly extract information and an absence of proper training, 

one military academy professor said that ñJack Bauer [hero of 

ó24ô] represented one of his biggest training challenges.ò 414 A 

retired U.S. Army colonel said, ñI am distressed by the fact that 

the good guys are depicted as successfully employing what I 

consider are illegal, immoral and stupid tactics, and theyôre 

succeedingéwhen the good guys are doing something evil and 

win, that bothers me.ò 415 Examples of prime-time torture 

scenes have been found on ñAlias,ò ñThe Wire,ò ñLaw and 

Order,ò ñThe Shield,ò and even ñStar Trek: Voyager.ò Human 

Rights Firstôs ñultimate desire is to drive home the point that 

torture by Americans should never be tolerated,ò but similar 

scenes continue currently. 416     

 Torture is all around us, especially since 9/11 prompted 

the United States to engage in the activity openly in the name of 

terrorist control and television has been a major contributor to 

making it a household topic. ñ[The show] ó24ô showed 67 

scenes of torture in the first five seasonséJack Bauer has been 

involved in more than 160 separate instances of violence since 

the show began (all six seasons) and has killed at least 71 

individuals.ò 417 The show ran from 2001 to 2010, according to 

IMDb, and marked a change in presentations of torture in that it 

                                                           
413 5ŀǾƛŘ .ŀǳŘŜǊΦ άDǊƻǳǇΥ ¢± ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦέ USA Today. 
2/11/07. http://www.usatoday.com.html.  
414 Bauder.  
415 Bauder.  
416 Bauder.  
417 άtŀǊŜƴǘǎ .ŜǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ нпΦέ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ ²ǊŀǇΦ Parents Television Council. 
November 21, 2008. http://www.parentstv.org.html.  

http://www.usatoday.com.html/
http://www.parentstv.org.html/
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wasnôt the bad guys perpetrating the offense but the supposed 

good guys ï and it was shown as being 100% effective against 

villains but never against heroes. ñThe reality is that torture is 

unreliable, destructive, and monstrous.ò 418 Yet it continues and 

has become part of our national consciousness. 

 There was a time when torture wasnôt seen on television. 

ñIn both 1996 and 1997, there were no prime-time TV scenes 

containing torture,ò for instance, 419 ñ[but] since 9/11 the 

number of torture scenes has increased by 800% 

approximately.ò 420 According to Parents Television Council, 

ñthere were 110 scenes of torture on prime time broadcast 

programming from 1995 to 2001. From 2002 to 2005, the 

number increased to 624 scenes of torture. Data from 2006 to 

2007 showed that there were 212 scenes of torture.ò 421 Why the 

theoretical drop? (Statistics could not be found beyond the dates 

listed here.) Is it because people are finally sick of watching 

such barbarism? If the objective was to make the American 

public less squeamish and support its leaders in the ñwar on 

terror,ò it worked. Now that torture scenes are included in 

childrenôs films, the indoctrination begins early and thereôs 

hardly any need to highlight the topic on television anymore.  

 

 

                                                           
418 tŀǘǊƛŎƪ aŎ/ƻǊƳƛŎƪΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ǎƘƻǿΦέ U.S. Catholic. 
http://www.catholic.org.html.  
419 5ŀǾƛŘ .ŀǳŘŜǊΦ άDǊƻǳǇΥ ¢± ǘƻǊǘǳǊŜ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǊŜŀƭ ƭƛŦŜΦέ USA Today. 
2/11/07. http://www.usatoday.com.html.  
420 Rich Jepson. 24 ς Terrorism Through Television (Raleigh: Lulu Publishing, 
2009), 57. 
421 άtŀǊŜƴǘǎ .ŜǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ нпΦέ ²ŜŜƪƭȅ ²ǊŀǇΦ Parents Television Council. 
November 21, 2008. http://www.parentstv.org.html. 

http://www.catholic.org.html/
http://www.usatoday.com.html/
http://www.parentstv.org.html/
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Kids and TV Violence: 

 How this influences children cannot be underestimated 

any longer: ñThe deleterious effects of graphic violence in TV 

entertainment on children have been proven in numerous 

studieséA study by the National Institute on Media and the 

Family concluded that children who watch violent TV are ruder 

and meaner than those who donôtéWhat we found is that the 

kids who teachers and peers rate as the meanest were the ones 

who watched the most violent media.ò 422 In 1972, Surgeon 

General Jesse Steinfeld testified to the U.S. Senate 

Subcommittee on Communications: ñIt is clear to me that the 

causal relationship between televised violence and antisocial 

behavior is sufficient to warrant appropriate and immediate 

remedial action.ò 423 But nothing happened nor has it since, in 

spite of continual warnings from medical and psychological 

associations, scientists, and public policy makers ï even the 

Federal Communications Commission itself!  

Since the 1950s, there has been concern and the proof is 

all around us. Director of the Center on Media and Childrenôs 

Health at the Childrenôs Hospital of Boston, Dr. Michael Rich, 

told Congress that the correlation between aggressive behavior 

and violent media ñis stronger than that of calcium intake and 

bone mass, lead ingestion and lower IQ, condom non-use and 

sexually acquired HIV, and environmental tobacco smoke and 

                                                           
422 DǊŜƎƻǊȅ aΦ [ŀƳōΦ ά¢±Ωǎ ƘƛƎƘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜǎƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ǇŀƛƴΦέ The Christian Science 
Monitor. August 23, 2002. http://www.csmonitor.com.html.   
423 ά¢± .ƭƻƻŘōŀǘƘΥ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ tǊƛƳŜ ¢ƛƳŜ .ǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ¢±Φέ ! t¢/ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
the Television Industry Report. Parents Television Council. 
http://www.parentstv.org.html.   

http://www.csmonitor.com.html/
http://www.parentstv.org.html/
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lung cancer.ò 424 The University of Michiganôs Dr. L. Rowell 

Huesmann says that ñevery exposure to violence increases the 

chances that some day a child will behave more violently than 

they otherwise would.ò 425 A 17-year longitudinal study showed 

that ñteens who watched more than one hour of TV a day were 

almost four times as likely as other teens to commit aggressive 

acts in adulthood.ò 426 And even CBS head exec, Leslie 

Moonves, said: ñAnyone who thinks the media has nothing to 

do with [the bloodshed at Columbine] is an idiot.ò 427 Still, 

nothing ever changes. No network, no media group, no parent 

group, no educational group, and no government bureaucracy 

like Congress or the Federal Communications Commission 

(FCC) is going to change anything; it is up to the public to 

protest violence in media. By protest I mean cancel cable, turn 

off the TV, stop buying films with violence and write letters to 

film companies, TV programmers, and especially those who 

advertise during the shows telling them why. Enough is enough.     

Military Themes: 

Many channels feature military history, as opposed to 

simply history programming, despite the existence of the 

separate Military Channel, which has changed its name to the 

American Heroes Channel and has begun introducing new 

shows with the stories of modern-day heroes. 428 From Black 

Ops coverage to the ñOfficer and a Movieò segment, the 

                                                           
424 ά¢± .ƭƻƻŘōŀǘƘΥ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ tǊƛƳŜ ¢ƛƳŜ .ǊƻŀŘŎŀǎǘ ¢±Φέ ! t¢/ {ǘŀǘŜ ƻŦ 
the Television Industry Report. Parents Television Council. 
http://www.parentstv.org.html.       
425 ά¢± .ƭƻƻŘōŀǘƘΧΦέ Parents Television Council.   
426 ά¢± .ƭƻƻŘōŀǘƘΧΦέ Parents Television Council.   
427 ά¢± .ƭƻƻŘōŀǘƘΧΦέ Parents Television Council.   
428 9ƭƭŜƴ DǊŀȅΦ άaƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŎǊŜŜǇ Ƙƛǘǎ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ /ƘŀƴƴŜƭΦέ WŀƴΦ мΣ нлмпΦ 
http://www.military.discovery.com.html.  
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Military Channelôs former tag line when pulling up the website 

was: ñEvery weapon, war, soldier, and branch of U.S. defense 

has a story to be heard.ò There is a separate DOD (Department 

of Defense) news channel. The American Heroes Channel 

seems not to be focusing on real American heroes like 

firefighters and ambulance technicians and more on Nazis and 

Billy the Kid. Shows include/d ñGreatest Tank Battles,ò 

ñTriggers: Weapons That Changed the World,ò ñWeaponology 

(2007-2008),ò ñWorld War II in HD Color (2009),ò ñSpecial 

Ops Mission,ò ñCombat Countdown,ò ñThe Rise of the Nazi 

Party,ò ñCodes and Conspiracies,ò ñToughest Military Jobs,ò 

the former ñDeadliest Tech,ò ñTop Secret Weapons Revealed,ò 

ñWarrior POV,ò ñGunslingers,ò and the now cancelled ñAlpha 

Company: Iraq Diary.ò There is rarely programming showing 

the trauma of war, either to civilian populations or military 

personnel involved in conflict ï with the exception of 

occasional glorification of those who served; thus, the public is 

presented with an unrealistic view of battle which likely draws 

in new, young recruits eager to become the next heroes saving 

the realm. In addition to shows lauding various forms of vying 

for prizes reminiscent of ñFear Factorò and expanding 

programming which sensationalizes our basic fears, military 

exaltation helps to spread American values ï rather, what may 

be perceived to be American values ï around the globe. Travel 

outside of the country and youôll quickly realize that the U.S. 

generally exports the most base and violent of programming.  

Global Reach: 

There are just a handful of media conglomerates which 

control not only most of the information received in the U.S., 

but increasingly in other lands. Discovery Networks 

International (DNI), for instance, is ñthe worldôs #1 nonfiction 

media company.ò The company reaches ñover 1 billion 
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cumulative subscribers in 224 countries and territories,ò which 

distribute worldwide 46 international television brands, 

including Discovery, Animal Planet, TLC, Discovery World, 

Discovery Travel and Living, DMAX, Discovery Science, 

Discovery History, the Military Channel, and DFamilia. 429 The 

History Channel is owned in part by the Disney Corporation 

and A&E Networks (Hearst Corporation), and some sister 

channels are H2, the Biography Channel, Military History, 

History en Espanol, Lifetime, and Crime and Investigation 

Network (CI), which devotes itself to crime dramas and 

documentaries like children who commit murder and exploring 

the psyches of serial killers in the U.S. and overseas. 430 Power 

over broadcasting not only curtails the range of programming 

but makes clear the agendas promoted by parent companies. 431 

As viewers may have noticed, television programming has 

become sinister, fatalistic, and tragic in focusing on base desires 

and fears, and such programming is bound to expand. 

Here Comes Trouble: 

There are already shows which either arrest people or 

which take place after the fact in prisons, such as the dark 

comedy, NBC/Netflixôs ñOrange Is the New Black,ò and 

MSNBCôs ñLockup: Raw,ò a continually growing franchise. All 

manner of programming exists following the downtrodden in 

society, such as the Discovery Channelôs ñMoonshinersò or 

                                                           
429 Discovery Networks International. 
http://www.corporate.discovery.com/brands/international.html.  
430 ά²Ƙƻ hǿƴǎ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛŀΚέ Free Press.  
http://www.freepress.net/ownership/chart.html.  
431 ά²Ƙƻ hǿƴǎΧΦέ Free Press anŘ ά5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ ¢± tǊƻƧŜŎǘΥ ²Ƙƻ /ƻƴǘǊƻƭǎ ǘƘŜ 
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http://www.nowfoundation.org/issues/communications/tv/mediacontrol. 
html.  
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TLCôs now defunct ñHere Comes Honey Boo Boo.ò The 

Animal Planet channel not only presents programming featuring 

animals themselves, but its show ñMonsters Inside Meò focuses 

on biological creatures and parasites such as the brain-eating 

amoeba; ñAnimal Copsò rescues abused animals and 

investigates abusers; and ñPit Bulls and Paroleesò saves pit 

bulls and pairs them with the previously convicted, allowing 

both a second chance.  

Other programs detail people selling their belongings, 

often under duress from difficult financial times, like on ñPawn 

Starsò and ñAmerican Pickers.ò There are now two fear 

channels and my prediction is that a Death Channel will be 

forthcoming where the film series Faces of Death, banned in 

40+ countries for showing clips of those actually dying, will 

extend and surpass the ever-popular shows which feature video-

taped mishaps similar to the ñJackassò television and film 

series. Even though the ñJackassò TV show had a disclaimer 

warning against viewers doing stunts themselves, children are 

compelled by images and many were hurt attempting stunts 

seen on the show. 432 The latest film in the practical joke/prank 

hidden camera genre is Bad Grandpa and thereôs a revival of 

ñCandid Cameraò type television programming where 

unsuspecting individuals are caught on camera reacting badly to 

set-ups.      

Fear Programming: 

NBC Universal Cable, who owns CNBC, Hulu, 

iVillage, mun2, NBC Sports, Esquire, Cloo, E, Bravo, 

Telemundo, Universal Parks and Resorts, Fandango, Daily 

                                                           
432 5Ŝŀƴ {ŎƘŀōƴŜǊΦ άΨJackŀǎǎΩ YƛŘǎ aƛǎǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ aŜŘƛŀΦέ !./ bŜǿǎΦ WŀƴΦ тΣ 
2006. http:// www.abcnews.go.com.html.  

http://www.abcnews.go.com/


180 

 

Candy, and Oxygen also owns the channel Chiller, a ñscary 

goodò thriller, suspense, and horror channel. ñAs of August, 

2013, 42,227,000 American households (36.98% of households) 

with television [receive] Chiller.ò 433 Another channel 

promoting fear both in its programming and news content is 

FEARnet. A splatter of blood as part of its logo welcomes you 

to the webpage to get your juices flowing as you track down 

more thriller, horror, and suspense programming brought to you 

by Horror Entertainment, a joint venture between Comcast, 

Lionsgate, and Sony Pictures, which is available in more than 

28 million homes. 434  

Science?: 

 The pseudoscience, ñMyth Busters,ò formerly on 

Discovery and now on SCI, offers decidedly not exact 

hypotheses and end results, and uses explosions, mock people 

(car crash dummies), and pretend animals to test suggestions 

from audience members which often originate from films (as in, 

could James Bondôs car really have done that?). Enter SCIôs 

ñOutrageous Acts of Science,ò where titles of episodes include 

ñSledgehammers and Fireworks Meet for Epic Explosionò and 

ñExploding Whale,ò in which cameras film the gas exploding 

from a dead whale as it is chopped up for disposal. Before clips, 

the disclaimer on their website warns: ñOutrageous Acts of 

Science features clips from the internet and is intended for a 

discerning audience. Science does not condone the activities 

performed and discourages anyone from trying them, especially 

the ones that are really, really bad ideas. Seriouslyéò Again, 

kids donôt read disclaimers.     
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434 http://www.fearnet.com/about-us.html.  
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The Promotion of the Gruesome: 

CSI (Crime Scene Investigation) programs not only 

cause viewers to be suspicious of the world, they also present 

graphic images of crime which far surpass original crime and 

police show programming as seen on ñDragnetò and ñColumboò 

in visual and aural gruesomeness. CBSôs ñNCISò (Naval 

Criminal Investigative Service) mixes humor with murder, 

terrorism, and espionage plots around the globe, thereby 

advancing the idea that all good guys are good and all bad guys 

are bad and encouraging battle against perceived perpetrators. 
435 Showtimeôs criminal, psychological, and political thriller, 

ñHomeland,ò pits American CIA against al-Qaeda type 

terrorists, incorporating the idea that surveillance, racial 

profiling, and torture are necessities in fighting fanaticism [read: 

Islamophobia]. 436 The Travel Channelôs ñThe Dead Files,ò a 

paranormal documentary show, follows an NYPD homicide 

detective and a psychic medium investigating hauntings. 

Stephen Kingôs film turned miniseries, ñBag of Bones,ò on 

A&E, continues the ghostly. TruTVôs ñForensic Filesò uses 

forensic science to solve violent crimes. CBSôs ñCriminal 

Mindsò revisits Clarisse in Silence of the Lambs as FBI 

personnel track the minds of twisted criminals. Lifetimeôs 

Canadian telefilm, ñShe Made Them Do It,ò follows a real-life 

case. Investigation Discoveryôs ñI (Almost) Got Away With Itò 

helps audiences get further inside the criminal mind. Similar 

programs by the network include ñSwamp Murders,ò 

ñDeadline/Crime,ò ñLast Seen Alive,ò and ñSouthern Fried 
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Homicide.ò TLCôs ñSex Sent Me to the ERò highlights sex acts 

gone awry (or, as they advertise, ñhilarious and horrifying sex-

related injuriesò) and Discovery Fitness and Healthôs ñVegas 

ERò shows all manner of injury such as a man whose skull has 

been impaled by a crowbar. Even the show ñAmericaôs Secret 

Slang,ò brought to us by the History Channel, reveals the 

history of colloquialisms, and focuses on crime, punishment, 

the military, the police, weapons, alcohol, circus animals, and 

other negatives; their graphic of the U.S. map with the word 

helter-skelter prominently placed over California calls to mind 

serial killings of the 1960s and 1970s.  

AMC has a whole host of programming devoted to the 

cruel: A remake of the 1960s ñThe Prisoner,ò a show about a 

trapped political prisoner; ñThe Killing,ò with accompanying 

online game for true fans; ñBreaking Bad,ò whose plot involves 

a dying teacher whoôs found himself in the meth game; ñBetter 

Call Saul,ò which follows a criminal lawyer; ñGame of Arms,ò 

about arm wrestling championships; ñTalking Dead,ò an after 

show set up to discuss ñThe Walking Deadò future survival 

scenarios.         

Reality contest shows (whoôs the prettiest/who will win 

the princeôs hand?) have resorted to maximum carnage, such as 

ñAmericaôs Next Top Modelò issuing a challenge to models: 

Pretend to be dead while sexily clad. Which is more disturbing? 

Models being asked to do this on television or the fact that such 

posing is a leading advertising trend and, therefore, a legitimate 

request? 437 Misogynistic representations of women across 

popular culture have damaged 1970s strides in advancement for 

women and girls, often under the guise of being sexually 

                                                           
437 WŜƴƴƛŦŜǊ [Φ tƻȊƴŜǊΦ άaŜŘƛŀΣ aƛǎƻƎȅƴȅΣ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŘ ²ƻƳŜƴΦέ 
Marinagraphy. Apr. 11, 2011. http://www.marinagraphy.com.html.   

http://www.marinagraphy.com.html/
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liberating self-expression. As if it werenôt horrible enough 

pitting women against each other, the addition of homicidal 

scenes adds a whole other dimension.       

Family Problems: 

Then thereôs the family. CMTôs (Country Music 

Television) ñMy Dysfunctional Familyò brings a former 

commando ï and his controversial tactics, which include lie 

detectors and drug-sniffing dogs ï into the homes of kids and 

parents needing counseling. MTVôs (Music Television) ñTeen 

Momò and ñ16 and Pregnantò seem to exalt what can be a 

primary factor in girls not achieving a college education or 

financial and professional freedom, leaving them at the mercy 

of a partner or system. These shows focus on the negatives of 

teen pregnancy without offering helpful advice to new mothers 

(such as telling them about support groups), and also make 

teens think if they get pregnant they will earn big bucks from 

being on the show, thus allowing the opportunity to get off of 

public assistance. ñDr. Philò continues the family drama despite 

efforts to provide a therapy-style setting, and ñThe Maury 

Showò is there to solve family mysteries (e.g., whoôs the real 

dad?) with DNA tests. Presenting the most upsetting moments 

must be comforting to those experiencing similar difficulties but 

the combative nature of the confrontations is disturbing since 

guards are needed to break up those interactions which become 

physical.    

PROLIFERATION OF ANIMAL, CHILD, AND 

GENERAL CRUELTY:  

Programs using humor are able to sneak unsavory or 

cruel ideas across because audiences spend so much viewing 

time laughing at silly, recycled gags and even legitimately fresh, 

humorous content coming out of the mouths of beloved 
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characters with whom theyôve come to bond. Viewers are thus 

distracted ï those watching may notice momentarily but forget 

jarring, mean-spirited references by the showôs end. The CBS 

situation comedy, ñThe Big Bang Theory,ò as a prime example, 

continuously crosses a line with animal experimentation humor, 

if one can refer to it as humor because all suffering must be 

taken seriously ï given the link between serial killers hurting 

animals and people makes this especially true. In the show, 

Sheldonôs girlfriend is a neurobiologist. This is a field which 

sometimes experiments on animals, but humorously presenting 

such content on television is disturbing for those who love 

animals; in fact, virtually every type of cruelty 438 is seen in the 

show but our examination will begin with this all-too-common 

breach. 

Animal Experimentation:  

For example, in Season 1, Episode 8ôs ñThe 

Grasshopper Experiment,ò Penny tells the gang she needs 

guinea pigs (meaning them so she can try out her bartending 

skills), and Sheldon responds: ñOkay, thereôs a lab animal 

supply company in Reseda you could try, but if your research is 

going to have human applications may I suggest white mice 

                                                           
438 See the handy list at 
http://www.musicalenglishlessons.org/vocabulary/violence.htm. 
MyVocabulary.com is a free resource used in over 24,000 schools. Their 
²ƻǊŘ [ƛǎǘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ά.ǳƭƭȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ DŀƴƎǎΣέ άaƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΣέ 
ŀƴŘ ά{ȅƳǇŀǘƘȅ ŀƴŘ DǊƛŜŦΦέ ¢ƘŜ ά±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ ±ƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ²ƻǊŘ [ƛǎǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ 
472 words like charred, frenzy, dread, sabotage, murder, retaliation, hit-
and-run, groans, burn, atrocity, and blood ς it should also have 
aȅ±ƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅΦŎƻƳ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ƭƛǎǘΗ ¢ƘŜ ά.ǳƭƭȅƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ DŀƴƎǎέ ²ƻǊŘ [ƛǎǘ ƛƴŎƭudes 
assault, attack, die, beat up, belittle, dominate, annoy, hopeless, neglectful, 
and prey on. Keep in mind that children study these words over and over. 

http://www.musicalenglishlessons.org/vocabulary/violence.htm
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instead? Their brain chemistry is far closer to ours.ò 439 There is 

also a reference to cocaine-addicted monkeys in ñThe Egg Salad 

Equivalencyò (Season 6, Episode 12) as Amy offers up the 

creatures to avenge a woman flirting with Pennyôs boyfriend. 440 

In Season 5, Episode 16 (ñThe Vacation Solutionò), when 

Sheldon is forced to take a vacation and comes to help Amy in 

her laboratory, he says: ñBoy, oh, boy. This vacation is off to a 

wonderful start. The smell of formaldehyde, the whir of the 

centrifuge, the distant chatter of lab animals being dispatched 

for dissection. Mm, I can already feel my cares just melting 

away.ò 441 Presenting animal experimentation as something that 

would calm a person is disgusting, yet audiences laugh because 

it is expected that they do so. This is but one of many times the 

series engages in similar humor tactics, but it is seen across 

programming. ñThe Big Bang Theoryò was chosen as 

illustration simply because of its popularity.  

Of course, most, if not all, scientific experimentation on 

animals is not necessary ï it has never been an animal versus 

human proposition ï especially when it is done for the beauty 

industry. There are enough computer models and human 

volunteers which can be used rather than live animals. 

Universities and others continue the vivisection practice for the 

$18 billion per year handed out in the form of large grants 

despite many alternatives. 442 In fact, ñthere are currently 34 

D.O.D. labs worldwide, with 4 outside the U.S.,ò and hundreds 

                                                           
439 ά¢ƘŜ DǊŀǎǎƘƻǇǇŜǊ 9ȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.   
440 ά¢ƘŜ 9ƎƎ {ŀƭŀŘ 9ǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴŎȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.  
441 ά¢ƘŜ ±ŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.   
442 ά±ƛǾƛǎŜŎǘƛƻƴκ!ƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛƴ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦέ Last Chance for Animals. 
http://www.lcanimal.org.html.  

http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
http://www.lcanimal.org.html/
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of thousands suffer and die in ñlabs funded by D.O.D. 

contractsò as well. 443 Perhaps this practice in academia, 

research institutes, independent labs working for corporations, 

in agricultural facilities and hospitals, and on military bases is, 

in itself, a way to desensitize the population and create yet 

another binary between which one is supposed to choose a side, 

but certainly airing jokes about animals ï or any who cannot 

defend themselves ï creates yet another environment in which 

cruelty is presented as acceptable, if not preferable.  

This has real-life ramifications: For instance, the 

University of South Florida recently began experimenting on 

animals in order to compete financially with other universities. 

Since the U.S. government and businesses pay facilities well to 

keep animal experimentation going, there is a vested interest in 

presenting such in a positive light, which may be why Amyôs 

primates are repeatedly shown or presented as being outside of 

cages or free to move about inside a large cage, and expressing 

themselves; in actuality, creatures are more often than not 

shackled in such a way as prevent movement, their vocal cords 

cut so that researchers donôt have to be burdened by daily 

screaming. 444 While the N.I.H. (National Institutes of Health) 

                                                           
443 !ΦIΦ¢Φ .ǳŘƪƛŜΦ άaƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ !ƴƛƳŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘΦέ Medical Research 
Modernization Committee: Modernizing Medical Research and Promoting 
Human Health. http://www.mrmcmed.org.html. See also Stop Animal 
Exploitation NOW! http://www.all.creatures.org/sean.html.  
444 Please see the following resources for information on animal 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΥ ά[ŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ wŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέ ŦǊƻƳ New England Anti-
Vivisection Society at http://www.NEAVS.org.html; The American Anti-
Vivisection SocietyΩǎ άtǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƴƛƳŀƭ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘέ ŀǘ 
http://www.aavs.org.html; The Animal Legal Defense FundΩǎ ά!ƴƛƳŀƭ 
¢ŜǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ [ŀǿέ ŀǘ http://www.aldf.org.html; and The Center for 
Media and DemocracyΩǎ ά{ƻǳǊŎŜ ²ŀǘŎƘΥ !ƴƛƳŀƭ ¢ŜǎǘƛƴƎέ ŀǘ 
http://www.sourcewatch.org.html.    

http://www.mrmcmed.org.html/
http://www.all.creatures.org/sean.html
http://www.neavs.org.html/
http://www.aavs.org.html/
http://www.aldf.org.html/
http://www.sourcewatch.org.html/
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donated some used chimpanzees to Louisianaôs Chimp Haven 

for long-term care, many are too emotionally and physically 

scarred to exit their new facility ï and who knows if/when the 

N.I.H. will bring these creatures back into service. Carl Safina, 

author of Beyond Words: What Animals Think and Feel, has 

pointed out that the same arguments used for why we 

supposedly have to be mean to animals have been used on 

people we wanted to take advantage of and these are always 

self-serving. 445 Part of the solution to helping the planet is 

respect for our fellow residents, the ones who were here long 

before us.             

Animal Harm/Abuse:   

There are plenty of other ways in which animals are on 

offer for the sake of humor. When his friends have an 

intervention in hopes of teaching him to drive (Season 2, 

Episode 5, ñThe Euclid Alternativeò), the crew end up with an 

inexperienced Sheldon at the helm of a simulator vehicle 

Howard adapted ñfrom something a friend of mine designed for 

the army.ò Switching configuration from an up-armored 

Humvee in Fallujah (Afghanistan) to a Ford Taurus, Sheldon is 

ready to practice his driving; unfortunately, he crashes into the 

Glendale Galleriaôs pet store amid panic and animal screaming 

sounds. Sheldon tells Leonard to remind him to ñcompliment 

Wolowitz on the softwareéitôs amazingly detailed.ò 446 His 

voice indicates his approval of Howard Wolowitzô work despite 

the gory virtual but realistic death display heôs just witnessed. 

When Raj is interrupted by Penny entering and his singing turns 

                                                           
445 ά¢ŀƭƪƛƴƎ !ƴƛƳŀƭǎέ ǎƘƻǿ ƻƴ ²abC όууΦр Caύ ƛƴ ¢ŀƳǇŀ C[Φ !ǳƎΦ мнΣ нлмрΦ 
http://www.talkinganimals.net.html.  
446 ά¢ƘŜ 9ǳŎƭƛŘ !ƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.   

http://www.talkinganimals.net.html/
http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
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into a squawk, Penny says, ñItôs the sound of a cat being run 

over by a lawn mower.ò (ñThe Maternal Capacitance,ò Season 

2, Episode 15) 447 In ñThe Dumpling Paradoxò (Season 1, 

Episode 7), Penny refers to what her visitor and Howard might 

be doing in her apartment: ñLook, I grew up on a farm, okay. 

From what I heard theyôre either having sex or Howardôs caught 

in a milking machine.ò 448 Referring to farm or captured animals 

is common. In ñThe Santa Simulationò (Season 6, Episode 11), 

Penny says it makes sense Leonard got a paper cut because 

ñ[his] hands are softer than veal.ò 449 Another episode extols the 

delight of now being able to have live lobsters delivered 

through Amazon (Season 6, Episode 17, ñThe Monster 

Isolationò). 450 There is obviously no room for discussion about 

how the dairy industry keeps the veal industry going nor the 

terrible conditions calves experience during their short lives in 

crates which do not allow stretching, lest their muscles develop 

and the meat they become becomes tough; similarly, viewers 

may come to enjoy live lobster delivery without considering the 

creatureôs journey or brutal end. 

Further, Raj says (ñThe Date Night Variable,ò Season 6, 

Episode 1) that he sometimes gives his dog Chardonnay, and 

tells Stuart, ñSheôs kind of a mean drunk, but what are you 

gonna do?ò but thereôs no objection to the act nor examination 

                                                           
447 ά¢ƘŜ aŀǘŜǊƴŀƭ /ŀǇŀŎƛǘŀƴŎŜΦέ The Big Bang Theory Transcripts. 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.  
448 ά¢ƘŜ 5ǳƳǇƭƛƴƎ tŀǊŀŘƻȄΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html. 
449 ά¢ƘŜ {ŀƴǘŀ {ƛƳǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.  
450 ά¢ƘŜ aƻƴǎǘŜǊ LǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.   

http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
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of why this is a mean action. 451 This concept is one of many 

intended to discount the welfare of animals. 

Genetic Altering:     

Sheldonôs friends invite him to play with a genetically 

altered animal (Season 6, Episode 8, ñThe 43 Peculiarityò). 

Howard: ñRaj and I are heading over to the genetics lab to pet 

the glow-in-the-dark bunny. Want to come with us?ò 452 This is 

the second time the show has offered the idea of a genetically 

altered creature ï the last was goldfish 453 ï without addressing 

the possible pain the animal faced or presenting arguments 

against this kind of experimentation.  

Hunting and Fishing: 

In Season 6 (Episode 10, ñThe Fish Guts 

Displacementò), Howardôs father-in-law says he wants to shoot 

some ducks on their upcoming fishing trip: ñI like using a big 

shell. You canôt eat ôem afterwards but itôs fun watchinô ôem 

blow up!ò Howard comments that he wonôt be able to return his 

fishing outfit bought for the occasion if there are chunks of duck 

on it. 454 The concept of wasting a creatureôs life because it is 

entertaining seems psychopathic ï there is no empathy toward 

the creature nor regard for the natural world. 

 

                                                           
451 ά¢ƘŜ 5ŀǘŜ bƛƎƘǘ ±ŀǊƛŀōƭŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.  
452 ά¢ƘŜ по tŜŎǳƭƛŀǊƛǘȅΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.  
453 ά¢ƘŜ [ǳƳƛƴƻǳǎ CƛǎƘ 9ŦŦŜŎǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.   
454 ά¢ƘŜ CƛǎƘ Dǳǘǎ 5ƛǎǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html. 

http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
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Taunting: 

There is also the taunting of animals already being 

experimented on, as seen in Season 6, Episode 17, ñThe 

Monster Isolation.ò Amyôs primatesô cigarette allowance has 

been cut back yet they have apparently gotten their hands on 

some, so she says, ñThatôs right. Theyôre no good without the 

lighter.ò 455 We need to cautiously heed liking the idea of 

teasing a creature who is already suffering. 

Violent/Mean Verbal Expressions: 

Sheldon remarks that he ñhad the good sense to drown 

that kitten in the riverò when Penny invites him to her play 

(Season 6, Episode 17, ñThe Monster Isolationò). 456 The 

repetition of the idea that animals being harmed intentionally or 

otherwise teaches that it is okay to see non-human creatures as 

lesser and, therefore, dispensable. Sheldon also claims that most 

squirrels are jerks and calls one stupid, as seen in ñThe Parking 

Spot Escalation,ò Season 6, Episode 9. 457 In addition, in a 

double insult to animals and a character, Sheldon compares 

Howardôs time in space: ñHe can look out the window and see 

the majesty of the universe unfolding before his eyes - his dim, 

uncomprehending eyes. Like a cat in an airport carrying case.ò 

                                                           
455 ά¢ƘŜ aƻƴǎǘŜǊ LǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.  
456 ά¢ƘŜ aƻƴǎǘŜǊ LǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ Transcripts. 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.  
457 ά¢ƘŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ {Ǉƻǘ 9ǎŎŀƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.  
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(ñThe Date Night Variable,ò Season 6, Episode 1) 458 This 

minimization of animal intelligence is disturbing. 

Woman Against Woman: 

Perhaps more harmful than the male characters making 

fun of women are the many times the women are seen turning 

on each other. Bernadette threatens Penny at Disneyland. 

ñCome at me. See what happens!ò (ñThe Contractual Obligation 

Implementation,ò Season 6, Episode 18) Penny threatens Amy 

for coming near her after accidentally hitting her (instead of the 

intended Bernadette) with her purse ï since Amy has just had a 

bikini wax, Penny says, ñIôll rip out whatôs left of your pubes!ò 

ï and the audience later sees Pennyôs black eyes from the 

incident. (ñThe Parking Spot Escalation,ò Season 6, Episode 9) 

When Penny has Bernadette and Amy assist her with rewriting 

a paper, she threatens (if they tell Leonard), ñI will beat both of 

you with a bag of oranges.ò (ñThe Extract Obliteration,ò Season 

6, Episode 6) 459   

Child Abuse: 

As troubling, in Season 4, Episode 15 (ñThe Benefactor 

Factorò), Sheldon is wary of what the head of the university, Dr. 

Seibert, wants from himself and his friends and he warns: ñJust 

because the nice man is offering you candy, doesnôt mean you 

should jump into his windowless van.ò When he discovers what 

it is he wants (for them to appear at a fundraiser), Sheldon says, 

                                                           
458 ά¢ƘŜ 5ŀǘŜ bƛƎƘǘ ±ŀǊƛŀōƭŜΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.  
459 ά¢ƘŜ /ƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǳŀƭ hōƭƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ LƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ά¢ƘŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ {Ǉƻǘ 
9ǎŎŀƭŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ 9ȄǘǊŀŎǘ hōƭƛǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ 
Transcripts. http://bigbangtrans.com.html.  
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ñAha! The tear-stained air mattress in the back of the van.ò 460 

This reference to child-abduction and abuse seems inexcusable 

indeed, yet audiences laugh because they are made to feel that it 

is expected of them and, eventually, through repeated exposure, 

some may even come to find this type of humor truly amusing. 

During the same episode, Dr. Seibert threatens that if they donôt 

help him raise money, heôll ñblind [them] with a hot spoon, like 

they did to that little boy in Slumdog Millionaire.ò When 

Bernadette explains to Howard that she doesnôt like children 

because she had to take care of her siblings, she recounts the 

time one of them said, ñThis isnôt the way Mom makes 

waffles.ò Her response? ñWell, okay, put your hand in here. 

Letôs see how you like this waffle!ò (ñThe Shiny Trinket 

Maneuver,ò Season 5, Episode 12) 461 

Body Parts and Severing: 

 Becoming more and more common across mediums is 

the idea of body parts being severed. Sheldon says to Raj: ñLike 

a zombie thatôs been eaten from the waist down, you, sir, have 

no leg to stand on.ò (ñThe Parking Spot Escalation,ò Season 6, 

Episode 9) 462 Sheldon says in another episode (ñThe Bus Pants 

Utilization,ò Season 4, Episode 12): ñYou identified meéas a 

gangrenous limb that needed to be severed from the organism 

and tossed away.ò Yet another example is when Sheldon thinks 

that the typo on a Chinese restaurant menu (Mobster sauce 

rather than Lobster sauce) means there might be actual chunks 

                                                           
460 ά¢ƘŜ .ŜƴŜŦŀŎǘƻǊ CŀŎǘƻǊΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html. 
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462 ά¢ƘŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ {Ǉƻǘ 9ǎŎŀƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
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of killed mobsters in the food. (ñThe Bozeman Reaction,ò 

Season 3, Episode 13) 463  

More Serial Killer Mention:             

Over and above general insults and excessive alcohol 

references, there is more objectionable scripting, such as two 

serial killer references: One in Season 6, Episode 18, ñThe 

Contractual Obligation Implementation,ò where astronaut 

Howard and crew visit his old middle school and he says heôs 

the most famous alum ñif you donôt count the serial killer who 

ate all those prostitutesò and the second in Episode 17 of the 

same season, ñThe Monster Isolation,ò when Raj is hold up in 

his apartment and says heôs been humiliated by yet another 

woman. Howard asks him, ñYou didnôt kill her and chop her up 

- thatôs not what weôre smelling, right?ò 464 This kind of humor 

perpetuates thinking that such actions are okay, especially when 

Raj answers no in a matter-of-fact way.  

Date Rape/Fraternity Culture: 

 Raj joins the women for girlôs night and he and Amy 

talk about their miserable romantic pasts. In a verbal sparring 

competitive, Amy offers that she once passed out at a fraternity 

house ñand woke up with more clothes on!ò Penny smothers a 

giggle and audiences recognize that the cultural expectation for 

a woman in such a situation is to wake up wearing less. (ñThe 
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Santa Simulation,ò Season 6, Episode 11) 465 Writing such as 

this validates and perpetuates a pervasive rape culture. 

The Pixar Continuance: 

 In common pop culture cross-reference, Pixar films are 

referenced (Toy Story and The Incredibles). Bernadette refers to 

Howard as ña sexy Buzz Lightyearò (ñThe Decoupling 

Fluctuation,ò Season 6, Episode 2) and he says, ñTo infinity and 

beyondò just like Buzz Lightyear in the Toy Story series. (ñThe 

Date Night Variable,ò Season 6, Episode 1) 466 When 

introducing Penny as the guest on his Internet show, Sheldon 

mentions that she is a flag virgin but not a real virgin and that 

her frequent coitus once interrupted him while he was trying to 

watch The Incredibles. (ñThe Monster Isolation,ò Season 6, 

Episode 17) 467    

Making Fun of Disability: 

The show often makes fun of mental and physical 

disorders, such as Rajôs difficulty in talking with women. Far 

more than general jokes, at one point Leonard even sets Raj up 

to be in an embarrassing situation with a woman heôs just met. 

In ñThe Higgs Boson Observation,ò Season 6, Episode 3, 

Leonard tells Alex that she and Raj have the same field 

expertise and therefore, ñYou two have a lot to talk about.ò He 

knows that Raj cannot speak with women unless heôs had 
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alcohol, so Raj is forced to move silently to another table. 468 

There are a number of jokes about Stephen Hawkingôs physical 

difficulty, such as in Season 6, Episode 6, ñThe Extract 

Obliteration,ò when Sheldon wants to be friends with the 

esteemed scholar. He trumps the scientist and says, ñThat ought 

to let the air out of your tires, Hawking.ò Also, Sheldon aspires 

to the budding friendship leading to him being able to use the 

nickname ñWheelsò for the wheelchair bound scientist. 469 This 

minimization of the serious health problem Hawking faces 

points out difference and may tell others that such derision is 

acceptable to the physically challenged. Additionally, Penny 

imitates a mentally challenged person in ñThe Extract 

Obliteration,ò Season 6, Episode 6. 470     

The Grotesque: 

The show promotes the grotesque, for instance when 

Amy suggests the group play real-life Operation (Season 6, 

Episode 4, ñThe Re-Entry Minimizationò): ñThe nose doesnôt 

light up but if the corpse is fresh enough, sometimes you can 

get the leg to jerk.ò Amy also says that her wedding registry 

will be at the UCLA Cadaver Lab because sheôs always wanted 

a whole human skeleton and ñthey are really spendy.ò (ñThe 

Decoupling Fluctuation,ò Season 6, Episode 2) When Penny 

and Amy beat Leonard and Sheldon in a series of games, Penny 

asks brilliant, fact-filled Sheldon: ñWhere did the expression 

ógot your ass handed to youô come from? I wonder if itôs from 
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like ancient Rome where theyôd actually chop someoneôs ass off 

and then go óhere.ô You know, to appease Loseroneous, the god 

of losers.ò (ñThe Re-Entry Minimization,ò Season 6, Episode 4) 
471 

Bullying:  

In addition to revenge plots, there is also bullying, like 

when Sheldon is held down and kissed against his will by 

Penny and Amy (Season 6, Episode 4, ñThe Re-Entry 

Minimizationò) or when Howard is shoved in the hallway of his 

old high school even as an adult (ñThe Contractual Obligation 

Implementation,ò Season 6, Episode 18) or when he is bullied 

by fellow astronauts while at the space station: ñThe other 

astronauts are being mean to me.ò (ñThe Decoupling 

Fluctuation,ò Season 6, Episode 2) In ñThe Bakersfield 

Expedition,ò Season 6, Episode 12, Sheldon is hit with a 

beverage thrown from a moving vehicle and called a nerd and 

Penny speaks of how she rightly bullied someone by making 

him ñeat a mouthful of dirtò for wearing a bowtie to school. 472 

The Female and Her Body:  

 There are female weight expectations, such as when 

Howardôs motherôs weight is highlighted (Season 6, Episode 8, 

ñThe 43 Peculiarityò) by her son: ñWhat is forty-three? Besides 

my momôs neck size?ò Again, in ñThe Habitation 
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Configuration,ò Season 6, Episode 7, Howard explains to 

Bernadette that his mom ñlikes doing [the dishes] by herself so 

she can lick the plates with no one looking.ò 473 That the 

program makes fun of a single mother who has devoted herself 

to her child for maybe having a glandular problem or possibly 

becoming addicted to food as her only pleasure is uncalled for.   

In ñThe Santa Simulation,ò Season 6, Episode 11, Raj 

makes it clear that he has only been attracted to Penny and 

Bernadette, but not to Amy. Amyôs body is occasionally the 

butt of jokes because she is being gender regulated for not 

following societal expectations of femininity by her so-called 

friends. When she has her first bikini wax and says she feels 

like sheôs lost five pounds, Bernadette says, ñReally? Only 

five?ò (ñThe Parking Spot Escalation,ò Season 6, Episode 9) 

When Penny gives Amy an eyelash curler after showing her 

how to use it, Amy says, ñI donôt know. Looks like something 

used by Tinkerbellôs gynecologist.ò Penny responds: ñWho, I 

hope for her sake, is not Captain Hook.ò (ñThe Decoupling 

Fluctuation,ò Season 6, Episode 2) 474 This visual of a woman 

or a childrenôs film character possibly having that part of her 

body abused is disheartening at best. 

Women are referred to as being led by their bodily 

functions, like when Sheldon says on a few occasions that 

hormones dictate female actions (ñThe Egg Salad Equivalency,ò 

Season 6, Episode 12) or when girlfriend, Amy, is angry and he 

suggests she eat one of her Luna bars because ñvery often when 

women think theyôre angry, theyôre really just hungryò (ñThe 
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Habitation Configuration,ò Season 6, Episode 7) or when 

Bernadette asks Howard if his mother was upset because they 

want to live together as a married couple and he replies, ñWho 

can tell? She yells everything. She might have been upset. She 

might have been hungry.ò (ñThe Date Night Variable,ò Season 

6, Episode 1) 475 The program often portrays Jewish mothers as 

being somehow more annoying than other moms.  

When Amy lies about being sick for longer than she 

actually was, Sheldon decides she must be punished to prevent 

such behavior and decides to spank her. This is presented as a 

fun, S&M activity for Amy who turns on slow, sexy music 

under the pretense of not wanting the neighbors to hear her 

being disciplined. She even proposes he spank her harder. (ñThe 

Fish Guts Displacement,ò Season 6, Episode 10) 476 Seeing a 

grown woman ï or anyone, for that matter ï being disciplined 

with corporal punishment hardly seems enjoyable 

divertissement.   

Gender Expectation/Regulation: 

 Masculinity expectations are seen when Penny teases the 

guys for being nauseated while she guts a fish. She instructs 

Howard how to bait a hook with a worm: ñDonôt name him. 

Just jab a hook in his face.ò Then, when the others try to 

encourage him, she says, ñThatôs great. Cheerleading ï way to 

man things up.ò (Season 6, Episode 10, ñThe Fish Guts 

Displacementò) Raj and Howardôs relationship is constantly 

being highlighted in a negative fashion: When Howard is 
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worried about Raj and says he can always tell when Raj is in 

trouble, Bernadette replies, ñGeez, how close were you guys 

before we got married?ò to which Leonard says, ñDonôt look 

under that rock.ò (ñThe Monster Isolation,ò Season 6, Episode 

17) When Raj and Howard are investigating how Sheldon is 

spending a mysterious twenty minutes per day and Howard gets 

annoyed that Raj is facing him while they are listening at the 

door, Raj says, in married couple speak, ñI canôt do anything 

right for you, can I?ò (ñThe 43 Peculiarity,ò Season 6, Episode 

8) 477 Howard and Raj try out the kissing machine Howard has 

designed to help Leonard and Priya (who is in India while heôs 

in California) keep the fire in their long-distance relationship ï 

Leonard is hesitant to try it so Raj fills in for him (ñThe 

Infestation Hypothesis,ò Season 5, Episode 2). Raj: ñIôm 

impressed. This is very lifelike.ò Howard: ñWhoa! You just bit 

my tongue.ò Raj: ñI nibbled. I was being playful.ò Howard asks 

Raj: ñWhy do you have to make everything weird?ò Raj: 

ñSorry. Better?ò Howard: ñOh, yeah.ò Leonard is so grossed out 

that he leaves. 478 

Similarly, Howardôs close relationship with his mom is 

seen negatively: ñHe loves his mother, a lot, some would say 

too much,ò Leonard explains. (ñThe Lizard-Spock Expansion,ò 

Season 2, Episode 8) When Raj has Howard install an 

apartment camera so he can make sure his pet is okay while 

heôs gone, Howard says: ñWhy canôt you just watch porn like a 

regular guy?ò implying that real men canôt be caring or 
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concerned about their animal friends. (ñThe Closure 

Alternative,ò Season 6, Episode 21) 479 

Military/Brutality References: 

Military references are sometimes seen, such as when 

Leonard tells Alex about his work with lasers and she excitedly 

responds, ñOoh, military?ò (Season 6, Episode 3, ñòThe Higgs 

Boson Observationò) In Season 2, Episode 7, ñThe Panty Pinata 

Polarization,ò Howard fixates on finding a houseful of beautiful 

models heôs seen on TV and Leonard says he is being creepy. 

Howard responds: ñIf itôs creepy to use the Internet, military 

satellites, and robot aircraft to find a houseéthen fine, Iôm 

creepy.ò In the same episode, Howard says, ñI got a buddy of 

mine at NORAD to have a spy drone fly over.ò These 

references not only remind us of military action, they also 

prepare us for drone usage in the U.S. in the same way this 

technology is currently being used in Iraq and Afghanistan. 480 

In yet another cruel moment, Howard has tried to run 

over Sheldon with his car and Leonard objects to his action. 

Howard says, ñOh, like youôve never thought of doing that. 

Donôt hate me because I lived the dream.ò In the same episode, 

Sheldon threatens Howard with a Chinese throwing star. (ñThe 

Parking Spot Escalation,ò Season 6, Episode 9) In ñThe Santa 

Simulation,ò Season 6, Episode 11, Santa Claus has been beaten 

and is bloody and elves have been massacred in a game of 
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Dungeons and Dragons; in addition, Rajôs face gets blown off 

by a cannon and he dies in the game. 481    

General Violence/ñItôs Not Realò:  

It is a common and clever tactic to use a virtual presence 

to mention abusive behavior, whether speaking of the medium 

of television itself or engaging in horror, gore, or violence 

through electronic games. The program ï and it is by all means 

not alone in propagating this type of cruel humor ï also shows 

characters playing paintball with guns and, often, the ever-

popular video game, ñHalo.ò In ñThe Dumpling Paradox,ò 

Season 1, Episode 7, Penny plays the video game with the 

roommates. ñOh, cool. Whose head did I just blow off?ò She 

follows up later with ñHa! Look, itôs raining you!ò 482 

Presenting disturbing language such as this may influence 

unstable personality viewers who may not be able to distinguish 

between what is real and what is on the screen; but even for 

those who can distinguish, these games, their terminology, the 

ways in which they force us to speak to one another, and seeing 

the characters weôve come to love playing them, could 

influence us. One program does not a person make but 

repetition of actions over time certainly has an effect, 

particularly on developing minds. The show even pokes fun at 

the research which proves this to be true, as seen in Season 6, 

Episode 9, ñThe Parking Spot Escalation.ò Sheldon says about 

Howard, ñHeôs trying to kill me, Leonard. Video games and 

rock music have desensitized him to violence.ò Or is watching 

ñThe Big Bang Theoryò to blame for desensitization? While we 
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know that these scenarios are simply presented by actors, the 

opinions presented are real and the characters too become real 

to us.   

Sponsorship: 

  When we find out that reruns of ñThe Big Bang Theoryò 

on TBS are now sponsored by Xbox One, we see that the show 

is influenced by its sponsor and that we, too, are being 

influenced. Sure, corporations control content and, in fact, 

shows only exist thanks to the commercials in between which 

essentially pay for programming. But even when we know this, 

we ingest the language and perspective of creators innocently 

and allow lasting impressions to control us. As an Xbox One 

transports into the now familiar apartment of Sheldon and 

Leonard, we accept that it is a worthy purchase because these 

characters like it; further, when the games appear next to an ad 

for the show or during play between these popular characters ï 

among them ñCall of Duty: Advanced Warfare,ò ñGrand Theft 

Auto V,ò ñAssassinôs Creed Unity,ò ñDead Rising 3,ò ñThe 

Witcher 3: Wild Hunt,ò ñThe Evil Within,ò and ñRyse: Son of 

Romeò ï we become complicit in advancing militarism.  

Background/Signage:   

It is important to notice signage in shows as well. When 

Leonard wears a shirt with the all-seeing eye, when the 

university where they work has ñTeach For Americaò posters on 

the wall, when astronaut ñMassò wears a N.Y.F.D. cap, we are 

often unaware of these intentionally placed messages. Donôt 

forget that stage sets and wardrobes are created from scratch for 

each show and the range of options is virtually unlimited, so 

one wonders why these particular choices were made and which 

political views are represented. Keep in mind that every word, 

every shirt, every symbol, every representation is intentional, 
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although none can say with assurance in which ways the 

writers/designers intend these portrayals. These images and 

sounds influence our emotions and affect how we feel about our 

world, ultimately contributing to our collective consciousness. 

If we come to think of life as nothing more than pain and 

cruelty isnôt that what it essentially becomes, especially for 

young viewers? Remember that ñThe Big Bang Theory,ò like 

many other programs, changes its ratings depending on the 

episode. Sometimes itôs rated PG and sometimes it is TV-14, 

DV. So even if you try to watch only the PG-rated episodes, 

some members of the household will certainly want to see the 

ones in-between.      

Other Misrepresentations: 

Television is fraught with negative images but what is 

missing from the small screen is upsetting as well because ñin 

prime-time programming, males outnumber females by 3 to 1, 

and the women portrayed are younger than the men they 

encounter. Nonwhites (especially Hispanics), young children, 

and the elderly are underrepresented; and members of minority 

groups are disproportionately cast in minor roleséCharacters 

are portrayed as professional or managerial workers. Although 

67% of the work force in the U.S. is employed in blue-collar or 

service jobs, only 25% of TV characters hold such jobséCrime 

on television is ten times more prevalent than it is in real life.ò 
483 Television thus alters our perception of the world around us. 

 

 

                                                           
483 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronson. Age of Propaganda: The Everyday 
Use and Abuse of Persuasion (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001), 
80-81. 
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Racism/Sexism: 

When minorities are featured on television, often it is 

with a negative slant, and now the condescending tone comes 

from the mouths of minority actors (forced into accepting roles 

which highlight negative stereotypes) themselves ï in this way, 

it appears as though the characters believe in and accept 

derision about their race, ethnicity, age, class, sexuality, 

religion, body image, etc. When Raj on ñThe Big Bang Theoryò 

(ñThe Roommate Transmogrification,ò Season 4, Episode 24) 

refers to himself as a ñbrown Martha Stewartò 484 (as opposed to 

simply Martha Stewart) everyone laughs, whereas the audience 

might not be as likely to if another character called him such.  

Raj often defends himself and his Indian culture but 

sometimes even these defenses end with disparaging sentiment. 

At one point in ñThe Dumpling Paradoxò (Season 1, Episode 7), 

Sheldon insists on playing ñHaloò in teams but Howard is 

missing, leaving only three players. Leonard says, ñWell, the 

only way we can play teams at this point is if we cut Raj in 

half.ò Raj replies: ñOh, sure, cut the foreigner in half. Thereôs a 

billion more where he came from.ò 485 Penny takes a history 

class in ñThe Extract Obliteration,ò Season 6, Episode 6. She 

tells Leonard: ñThis is my paper and my perspective is that 

slavery is bad. Oh, and my professor is black so Iôm pretty sure 

thatôs the right answer.ò 486 This implies that only African-

Americans would be against slavery. Like Raj, Howard is often 

the one making fun of his Jewish heritage; hearing Raj, 

                                                           
484 ά¢ƘŜ wƻƻƳƳŀǘŜ ¢ǊŀƴǎƳƻƎǊƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html. 
485 ά¢ƘŜ 5ǳƳǇƭƛƴƎ tŀǊŀŘƻȄΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html. 
486 ά¢ƘŜ 9ȄǘǊŀŎǘ hōƭƛǘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html.  

http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
http://bigbangtrans.com.html/
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Howard, and the other characters ridicule race, ethnicity, and 

religion is disrespectful. 

When Sheldon brings the couch cushion Howard 

wiggled his bare ass on to the dry cleaner, he says that 

Howardôs diet is rich in fatty deli meats ï implying that all and 

only Jewish people love delicatessens ï but Howard has never 

been seen eating such on the show. In addition, Sheldon chose 

that dry cleaner because he read online that ñSanteriaSuzi37ò 

had a similar problem with a chicken blood stain on her pants. 

Santeria is an Afro-Caribbean religion which developed in the 

Spanish empire. So are we to assume that Howardôs ethnic 

background somehow makes him negatively different or that 

Santeria Suziôs heritage means she is a chicken killer? These 

references dictate how we view types of people and can have a 

negative impact culturally. (ñThe Parking Spot Escalation,ò 

Season 6, Episode 9) 487    

Let us not forget that Polish jokes originated during 

WWII ï Hitler recognized that making fun of others and calling 

them less-than-human makes it easier to abuse and kill. 

Although, thankfully, such humor directed toward the African-

American community has faded from fashion (but Black actors 

still find it nearly impossible to find non-objectionable roles), it 

appears as though it has been redirected against Latino, Asian, 

female, nerdy [read: intelligent], overweight, or poor characters, 

like the female restaurant worker (and want-to-be actor) 

character, Penny, on ñThe Big Bang Theory.ò Jokes about her 

using her body and or femininity to survive abound through the 

mouths of the male characters, despite her objections to their 

characterizations of her makeup. Since the male characters on 

                                                           
487 ά¢ƘŜ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ {Ǉƻǘ 9ǎŎŀƭŀǘƛƻƴΦέ ¢ƘŜ .ƛƎ .ŀƴƎ ¢ƘŜƻǊȅ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘǎΦ 
http://bigbangtrans.com.html. 
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the show have had the advantage of a good education, it seems 

unfair that scripts are written making fun of the one character 

who does not and who, as a result, does not have the same 

earning capacity as the others. These racist, sexist, etc. 

representations of different types of people are seen across the 

board on television, not simply on a few programs, and this 

influences our perceptions negatively.   

Negative Effects of Heavy Viewing: 

Heavy TV viewers have an especially twisted 

perspective: They are more racially prejudiced, feel that women 

have limited abilities and interests, and find the world a sinister 

place where people are only looking out for themselves and will 

take advantage of others. 488 Because TV shows never present 

factors which contribute to crime like unemployment and 

poverty and because depictions of criminals and police are 

presented in a consistent fashion ï with the right person always 

in jail by the showôs end ï viewers come away with an 

unsympathetic and unrealistic stance toward those brought to 

trial, often with a presumption of guilt. 489 ñEgregious 

omissions occur in the coverage of crime. Many more Black 

men are casualties of crime than are perpetrators, but their 

victimization does not attract the media spotlight the way their 

crimes do. When it comes to victims of crimeéthe media pay 

disproportionately more attention to whites and women.ò 490 

The majority of people have not experienced violence and 

                                                           
488 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronson. Age of Propaganda: The Everyday 
Use and Abuse of Persuasion (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001), 
82.  
489 Pratkanis and Aronson, 82. 
490 Barry Glassner. The Culture of Fear: Why Americans Are Afraid of the 
Wrong Things (New York: Basic Books, 2009), 109.  
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crime, so mass media representations form vivid images of what 

the world is like: 

The average fifteen year old has viewed more than 

13,000 TV killings. More than half of TVôs characters 

are involved in a violent confrontation each week; in 

reality, less than 1% of people in the nation are victims 

of criminal violence in any given year according to FBI 

statistics. Indeed, although violence in the U.S. has been 

declining over the past decade, violence on TV has not. 
491 

Furthermore, 

Heavy readers of newspaper accounts of sensational and 

random crimes report higher levels of fear of crime. 

Repeated viewing of R-rated violent óslasherô films is 

associated with less sympathy and empathy for victims 

of rape. A heavy dose of ads portraying women as sex 

objects induces females to believe that their current 

bodies are too large. When television is introduced into 

an area, the incidence of theft increases, perhaps due to 

televisionôs promotion of consumerism, which may 

frustrate and anger economically deprived viewers who 

compare their lifestyles with those portrayed on 

television. 492 

Collectively, our reality is to some extent determined by 

representations of reality on television. ñWith respect to 

television violence alone, a 1993 report by University of 

                                                           
491 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronson. Age of Propaganda: The Everyday 
Use and Abuse of Persuasion (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001), 
81. 
492 Pratkanis and Aronson, 83. 
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Washington epidemiologist Brandon S. Centerwall expresses a 

startling finding: ó[If], hypothetically, television technology had 

never been developed, there would be 10,000 fewer homicides 

each year in the United States, 70,000 fewer rapes, and 700,000 

fewer injurious assaults. Violent crime would be half of what it 

is.ôò 493 Wow. 

Heightened Lifestyle: 

The corrosive effects of television on our national 

consciousness come not only through advertisements for 

products we may not be able to afford but in the 

sets/backgrounds of ads and programs. Ads for household 

products typically feature kitchens with the latest high-end 

stainless steel appliances and granite countertops; the only ads 

which portray average-looking homes are those for the military, 

since the call of duty is one of few options for those who cannot 

afford an education. Labor lawyer for the AFL-CIO, Damon 

Silvers, considers how these images shape our collective image 

of ourselves: ñThere is a tendency to imagine that we live in a 

country where the typical family makes $150,000 a year. But 

half of all American households have incomes less than $55,000 

a year,ò he says. ñThe world that is projected as middle class in 

the media is a world that no more than something like 15 

percent of America can afford.ò 494 We are all familiar with 

                                                           
493 ά/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ aŜŘƛŀΥ ! wŜǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ tŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ tƻƭƛŎȅ 
aŀƪŜǊǎΦέ tǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ aŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ {ǘŀŦŦΣ {ŜƴŀǘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ WǳŘƛŎƛŀǊȅΣ 
Senator Orrin G. Hatch, Utah, Chairperson. Sept. 14, 1999. The Center for 
Sport Policy and Conduct (CSPC) in the School of Health, Physical Education, 
and Recreation at Indiana University, Bloomington. 
494 YǊƛǎǎȅ /ƭŀǊƪΦ ά¢ƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ IƻƭƭȅǿƻƻŘ ƭŜƴǎΦέ WǳƴŜ нуΣ 
2013. http://marketplace.org/topics/wealth-poverty.htm. See also: Ron 
YŀǳŦƳŀƴΩǎ άIƻǿ ¢ŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ CǳŜƭǎ ǘƘŜ /ƭŀǎǎ ²ŀǊΣέ нллтΣ 
http:/ /www.turnoffyourtv.com.html; http://www.tvtropes.org.html, whose 

http://marketplace.org/topics/wealth-poverty.htm
http://www.turnoffyourtv.com/
http://www.tvtropes.org/
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programs like ñFriendsò and ñSex and the City,ò whose 

characters could never afford these digs on their salaries and, 

while television clearly represents a higher lifestyle than is 

within the reach of most, thereby continuing sales upon which 

the capitalist society is supposedly dependent, this lack in our 

own lives takes a toll as many get into debt trying to keep up 

with the Joneses not simply as a way to feel normal but, more 

disturbingly, as the only way to be treated well by others.  

The Wealth Component: 

 In the same way the childrenôs game, Monopoly, was 

popular during the 1920s Depression ï so people could at least 

pretend to be wealthy ï reality TV further promotes the 

lifestyles of the rich and famous through programs like Bravoôs 

ñMillion Dollar Listings,ò which follows high-end real estate 

agents around Miami and New York City, CNBCôs ñSecret 

Lives of the Super Rich,ò Bravoôs ñMarried to Medicine,ò and 

ñReal Housewives of New Jerseyò (and Orange County, 

Beverly Hills, and Atlanta). The latter shows tend to promote 

women as vicious hysterics and add to the same women-at-

home feeling reminisced over on the 1960s throwback, ñMad 

Men.ò When TLCôs ñSay Yes to the Dressò focuses on the 

                                                                                                                            
website identifies common TV tropes such as Idle Rich, Lonely Rich Kid, and 
Self-aŀŘŜ aŀƴΤ άaƻŘŜǊƴ CŀƳƛƭȅέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ƛƴ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǿǎ ǿƘƻǎŜ 
inhabitants could not, in real life, actually afford where they are living ς see 
άΨaƻŘŜǊƴ CŀƳƛƭȅΩ ƛǎ ŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎ-ōƭƛƴŘ Ŧŀƴǘŀǎȅ ǿƻǊƭŘΣέ ōȅ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ 5Ω!ŘŘŀǊƛƻΣ ŀǘ 
http://www.salon.com.html; The Center for Media LiteracyΩǎ άtƻǿŜr of 
LƳŀƎŜǎΥ /ǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ aȅǘƘǎ ƻŦ hǳǊ ¢ƛƳŜΣέ ōȅ WΦ CǊŀƴŎƛǎ 5ŀǾƛǎ ŀǘ 
http://www.medialit.org.html; Mother JonesΩ άLǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ LƴŜǉǳŀƭƛǘȅΣ {ǘǳǇƛŘΥ 
9ƭŜǾŜƴ ŎƘŀǊǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΣέ ōȅ 5ŀǾŜ Dƛƭǎƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
Carolyn Perot, at http://www.motherjones.com.htmlΤ ŀƴŘ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ .ǳǘǎŎƘΩǎ 
ά! IŀƭŦ /ŜƴǘǳǊȅ ƻŦ /ƭŀǎǎ ŀƴŘ DŜƴŘŜǊ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ¢± 5ƻƳŜǎǘƛŎ {ƛǘŎƻƳǎΦέ 
(2003) http://www.cercles.com.html.      

http://www.salon.com/
http://www.medialit.org/
http://www.motherjones.com/
http://www.cercles.com/
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goings on at a premier bridal salon, with episodes such as 

ñAlways the Pageant Girl,ò wealthy females are again presented 

as only wanting a man. NatGeo presents ñDrugs, Inc.,ò which 

delves into the seamy yet sometimes profitable criminal 

underworld.      

Class Depictions Versus Reality: 

Since most new-fangled electronic devices, from phones 

to iPads to flat-screen televisions, are priced just above the 

average personôs grasp, these gadgets are desired by all, 

including children who, thanks to their exposure across media, 

know all too well which brands make a person cool. Consider 

the following: ñNear the beginning of the Reagan years, one out 

of every nine American children lived in poverty. At the end of 

his term, that figure was one in four children.ò 495 According to 

USA Today, ñfour out of five U.S. adults struggle with 

joblessness, near poverty, or reliance on welfare for at least part 

of their lives.ò 496 The National Center for Children in Poverty 

(N.C.C.P.) informs that ñmore than 16 million children in the 

United States ï 22% of all children ï live in families with 

incomes below the federal poverty level ï $23,550 a year for a 

family of four. Research shows that, on average, families need 

an income of about twice that level to cover basic expenses. 

Using this standard, 45% of children live in low-income 

families.ò 497 Unstable employment and low wages contribute to 

                                                           
495 Anthony Pratkanis and Elliot Aronson. Age of Propaganda: The Everyday 
Use and Abuse of Persuasion (New York: Henry Holt and Company, 2001), 
176. 
496 IƻǇŜ ¸ŜƴΦ άп ƛƴ р ƛƴ ¦{! ŦŀŎŜ ƴŜŀǊ-ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅΣ ƴƻ ǿƻǊƪΦέ USA Today, 
Money section. 
http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/business/2013/07/28.html. 
497 ά/ƘƛƭŘ tƻǾŜǊǘȅΦέ National Center for Children in Poverty. 
http://nccp.org/topics/childpoverty.html.  

http://nccp.org/topics/childpoverty.html
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this situation and result in poor health, mental health 

difficulties, and social, behavioral, and emotional problems for 

children. 498 Poverty creates a situation in which priorities must 

constantly be shifted in order to pay for the most pressing 

situation, thus undermining what would ordinarily be 

purchased.  

Children and others are facing extreme difficulties in 

todayôs financial downturn. ñChildrenémake up a 

disproportionate share of the poor in the United States in that 

they are 26% of the total population, but constitute 39% of the 

poor.ò 499 More than twenty-five percent of women aged 18-24 

years old are living in poverty in the U.S., compared with 18.8 

percent of men in that same age group. For women in the same 

age group who are mothers, the percentage jumps to 40.7 

compared to 24.2 for single men with children. 500 For the first 

time, American elderly and children are not the main recipients 

of Supplemental Nutrition Assistance (SNAP). According to the 

Associated Press, one in seven ñworking-age people [ages 18-

59] now make up the majority in U.S. households that rely on 

food stamps.ò 501 In cheap hotels which line the roads leading to 

Walt Disney World live at least 2,000 children whose parents 

cannot afford first and last monthôs rent deposit for an 

apartment or house to lease. Nationwide, ñthe Department of 

Education has identified 47,000 hotel kids in schools around the 

country, and says that the number of homeless kids in public 

                                                           
498 ά/ƘƛƭŘ tƻǾŜǊǘȅΦέ National Center for Children in Poverty. 
http://nccp.org/topics/childpoverty.html.   
499 Henry A. Giroux. Zombie Politics and Culture in the Age of Casino 
Capitalism (New York: Peter Wang, 2011), 115.  
500 ¦Φ{Φ wŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ aŀǊŎȅ YŀǇǘǳǊΦ άIƻǿŜǾŜǊ Řŀǘŀ ǎƭƛŎŜŘΣ ǿƻƳŜƴ ŀǊŜ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇƻƻǊΦέ tƻƭƛǘƛCŀŎǘΦŎƻƳΣ Tampa Bay Times. 3/27/12. p. 4A. 
501 IƻǇŜ ¸ŜƴΦ ά¢ƘŜ bŜǿ CŀŎŜ ƻŦ CƻƻŘ {ǘŀƳǇǎΥ ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ-!ƎŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΦέ 
Jan. 27, 2014. http://www.hosted_ap.org.html.   
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schools has increased by 38 percent since 2007.ò 502 As the 

working poor struggle to provide the basics, it doesnôt bode 

well for the future of the nationôs children; despite this, 

depictions in media continue to admonish being average, 

glamorize childhood, and lead us to believe that if we just spend 

as though thereôs no tomorrow, everything will be okay. We are 

taught that there is more financial opportunity here than 

anywhere in the world and that may or may not be the case; but 

be aware that, as an adult, no matter which party affiliation, you 

canôt vote on corporate power or bank interest rates.   

Narration: 

 As television, advertising, and movie promotion 

encourage a high lifestyle and violence, voices used to 

announce current programming are deep and menacing ï voices 

which used to be reserved for scary films. Narration is heard in-

between repeated sounds of explosions, bullets being fired, the 

punching of a body, metal blades, saw sounds, and metal doors 

slamming, along with heavy-metal style music; these add heart-

stopping terror to films, shows, and products which donôt even 

have monsters or psycho-killers. A good example of this 

includes not only the latest action films, but check out the trailer 

for the PG rated childrenôs film, Happy Feet, 503 where George 

Del Hoyo says, ñIn the heart of the South Poleéò in the same 

way one often hears the line, ñIn a worldéò or ñThis summer, 

justice has a new nameéò Just about all action/adventure films 

use the voices ï resonant baritones urgently describing the dark-

thrilled plot of an upcoming feature with dramatic inflections 

                                                           
502 {ŀƪƛ YƴŀŦƻΦ άIƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ [ƛǾƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅ ǘƻ 5ƛǎƴŜȅ ²ƻǊƭŘΦέ 
The Huffington Post. 04/19/12. 
http://www.huffpost.com/us/entry/1420702.html. 
503 άIŀǇǇȅ CŜŜǘέ ¢ǊŀƛƭŜǊ мΦ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4UDe8M6UJw.html.  

http://www.huffpost.com/us/entry/1420702.html
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and breathlessness. 504 Audiences have come to expect evil 

tones of voice for films where it seems appropriate but, as of 

late, these narrations are being used for ads and shows of all 

kinds. 

Children and the Small Screen: 

Children are exposed to violent advertisements whether 

or not the television is set to a violent channel due to crossover 

ads from networks owned by the same parent company. Get a 

TV with a V-Chip (most TVs made since 2000 have it built in) 

or other blocking technology available from cable and satellite 

providers (although kids have quickly learned how to disable 

these systems) and try to follow TVôs parental guidelines 

ratings in the upper left corner of the screen. These are Y, Y7, 

Y7 FV (for Fantasy Violence, used on childrenôs programming 

only), G, PG, 14, and MA (and can be used in conjunction with 

the other systems). Other Content Labels include D for 

suggestive dialogue, L for coarse or crude language, S for 

sexual situations, and V for violence. But even if you are using 

TVôs rating guide, the Parents Television Council found that 

                                                           
504 tƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ άaƛƭƭƛƻƴ 5ƻƭƭŀǊ ±ƻƛŎŜǎέ ŀǘ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3S8N2s3L4mQ.html ŀƴŘ ά5ƻƴ [ŀ 
CƻƴǘŀƛƴŜΥ ¢ƘŜ ±ƻƛŎŜέ ŀǘ 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7QPMvj_xejg.html. Recently on Geico 
ŀŘǎ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎΩ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀ ƳƻǾƛŜ ŀŘ ǎƻǳƴŘΣ ǘƘŜ ǾƻƛŎŜ-over legend has 
ŘƻƴŜ ¢± ǎƘƻǿ ŀŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭƳ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊǎΦ Iƛǎ άŘŜŜǇΣ ǊƛŎƘΣ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǘƛǾŜέ ǾƻƛŎŜ ƛǎ 
ǾŜǊȅ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊ ƻƴ ¢± ǎƘƻǿǎ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ άнпέ ŀƴŘ άwŜƴƻ фммΗ aƛŀƳƛΣέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 
ǇǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ŦƻǊ ά¢ŜǊƳƛƴŀǘƻǊ нΥ WǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ 5ŀȅΦέ DŜƻǊƎŜ 5Ŝƭ Iƻȅƻ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŀƴƴƻǳƴŎŜǊ ŦƻǊ ά!ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ LŘƻƭΦέ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜΩǎ άCŀƳƻǳǎ ±ƻƛŎŜǎέ ŀƭǎƻ ƎƛǾŜǎ ŀ 
good overview of the art and players, including Mark Elliot as the voice of 
5ƛǎƴŜȅΦ άtŀōƭƻ CǊŀƴŎƛǎŎƻ aƻǾƛŜ Dǳȅέ ŘƻŜǎ ŀ ŎƻƳŜŘƛŎ ǊƻǳǘƛƴŜ ǇŀǊƻŘȅƛƴƎ 
voice-over great La Fontaine at 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qvv8SMTyAgk.html.     

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3S8N2s3L4mQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7QPMvj_xejg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qvv8SMTyAgk
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some TV-14 ñparents strongly cautionedò shows on regular TV 

equated ñscenes of stabbings, shootings, rape, decapitation, and 

mutilationò found on violent cable shows with mature ratings. 
505 And unfortunately, you will find that certain 

episodes/shows/channels vary their ratings and that news, 

sports, religious, and home shopping shows are not rated; as 

already noted, television ads also escape content rating. 506 This 

means that ï on any number of channels ï you or your children 

will definitely see the Brighthouse ad which features two 

children playing a video game where characters in the game are 

boxing, and then the children start pushing each other. 

Additionally, ads for scary or violent shows are seen across 

channels, regardless of whether you/they are watching a show 

with a benign rating.       

 Kids between the ages of 2 and 18 watch about three 

hours of TV every day and childrenôs shows have the most 

violence of all TV programs ï some cartoons show twenty acts 

of violence per hour! Young children canôt distinguish between 

what is real and what they see on screens and those exposed 

extensively to TV violence can have problems with moral 

reasoning. Children are drawn to glamorized, entertaining 

violence when there is a lack of consequences for oneôs actions. 

According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, ñmedia 

violence can contribute to aggressive behavior, desensitization 

to violence, nightmares, and fear of being harmed.ò 507 Yearly, 

150,000 adolescents get arrested for violent crimes and some 

                                                           
505 [ȅƴƴ 9ƭōŜǊΣ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ tǊŜǎǎΦ άLƴŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ¢± ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ǊŀǘƛƴƎǎ Ŧŀƛƭ 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦέ The Christian Science Monitor. December 9, 2013. 
http://ww w.csmonitor.com.html.  
506 ά¢ƘŜ ¢± tŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΥ C!vǎ !ōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ¢± tŀǊŜƴǘŀƭ DǳƛŘŜƭƛƴŜǎΦέ 
http://www.tvguidelines.org/faqs.htm.  
507 bƛŎƻƭŜ !ŘŀƳǎΦ άIƻǿ ²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ¢± !ŦŦŜŎǘǎ YƛŘǎΦέ Live Strong. 
Jan. 17, 2014. http://www.livestrong.com.html.  

http://www.csmonitor.com.html/
http://www.tvguidelines.org/faqs.htm
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carry weapons so they arenôt a victim. 508 Violent TV shows 

spark the fight-or-flight response, increase heart rate, 

respiration, and blood pressure and can create an increased 

stimulation need for more violence. 509 Limits on screens should 

definitely be set but if youôre thinking it would be preferable to 

sign your child up for an organized sport, you might want to 

read on.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
508 bƛŎƻƭŜ !ŘŀƳǎΦ άIƻǿ ²ŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ ¢± !ŦŦŜŎǘǎ YƛŘǎΦέ Live Strong. 
Jan. 17, 2014. http://www.livestrong.com.html.  
509 [ƛƴŘŀ wŀȅΦ άIƻǿ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ¢ŜƭŜǾƛǎƛƻƴ {Ƙƻǿǎ 5ŜǎŜƴǎƛǘƛȊŜǎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ 
Live Strong. Jan. 25, 2015. http://www.livestrong.com.html. For information 
on how to use media sensibly, please check out aŜŘƛŀ {ƳŀǊǘǎΥ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 
Centre for Digital and Media Literacy at http://www.mediasmarts.ca.html 
ŀƴŘ ά¢ƛǇǎ ƻƴ Iƻǿ ǘƻ 5Ŝŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ aŜŘƛŀ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜέ ŦǊƻƳ Common Sense Media 
at http://www.commonsensemedia.org.html.  

http://www.livestrong.com.html/
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V.  GENERAL INFLUENCES ON KIDS:  

ñIôve never wanted to look like models on the cover of magazines. I 

represent the majority of women and Iôm very proud of that.ò 

- Adele 

ñIn this century, the mass media have come to rival parents, school, and 

religion as the most influential institution in childrenôs lives.ò 

- Media and Values magazine, Center for Media Literacy 

ñOur countryôs growing obsession with sports isnôt just hurting our children, 

but also our communities. As play is siphoned off to gyms and fields, fewer 

kids are playing in our streets, parks, and playgrounds.ò 

- Darrell Hammond 

 

YOUTH SPORTS: 

 Remember when the hockey dad beat a fellow hockey 

dad to death over some rough play that went on between the 

kids during practice? Think thatôs an aberration? A ñSports 

Illustrated for Kidsò survey revealed that ñ74 percent of 

children said they had witnessed out-of-control adults at their 

games.ò 510 Thereôs even assault protection insurance available 

for sports officials like umpires. 511 It is estimated that ñ41 

million girls and boys play on organized teamsò by the National 

Council of Youth Sports. A 2006 Minnesota Youth Soccer 

Association poll found that ñ34 percent [of kids] said they had 

been yelled at or teased by a fan, and 15 percent reported that 

                                                           
510 Mark Hyman. ¦ƴǘƛƭ Lǘ IǳǊǘǎΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ hōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ²ƛǘƘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ {ǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
How It Harms Our Kids (Boston: Beacon Press, 2009), 115. 
511 Hyman, 119.  
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their parents get angry when they [play] poorly.ò 512 Thatôs the 

high end of the spectrum showing how carried away weôve 

gotten with youth sports in America.  

Kidsô recreation in the U.S. has become big, serious 

business and a high-pressure enterprise where yearly ñmore 

than 3.5 million children under age fifteen require medical 

treatment for sports injuries, nearly half of which are the result 

of simple overuse.ò 513 Similar to beauty pageants, adult-led 

youth sports has come to mean big money; from hiring private 

coaches to buying the latest equipment in hopes of creating 

tomorrowôs superstars for college scholarships and or pro-

teams, most are left with unrealized dreams and ragged bodies. 

While ESPN promotes the Little League World Series, high 

school sports are highlighted on Bright House Networks, along 

with ñFriday Night Tykesò and ñThe Short Gameò (where, in 

the ad, a man asks a little girl playing golf if sheôs going to be a 

little girl or a man) on the Esquire Network.  

 Even Carl Stotz, the man who started Little League 

Baseball in the late 1930s, later cut ties with the association 

because he saw the corporatization of the American institution. 
514 By the ô50s, critics mounted and Charles Buchner, an NYU 

education professor and later a White House Conference on 

Physical Fitness delegate, claimed that Little League Baseball 

existed simply for the entertainment of adults, that kids arenôt 

mature enough for it, and that sports specialization could be 

harmful. 515 The National Education Association concluded in 

1952 that ñhighly organized competition, patterned after high 

                                                           
512 Mark Hyman. ¦ƴǘƛƭ Lǘ IǳǊǘǎΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ hōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ²ƛǘƘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ Sports and 
How It Harms Our Kids (Boston: Beacon Press, 2009), 115. 
513 Hyman, back cover.  
514 Hyman, 11-12. 
515 Hyman, 7-8. 
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school and college sports, gives youngsters an exaggerated idea 

of the importance of sports and may even be harmful to them.ò 
516 Perhaps most especially for non-star players who are not 

encouraged and come to feel badly about themselves. 517 In the 

ô60s, Joey Jay, the first Little Leaguer who had made it to the 

major leagues a decade before, warned against excessive 

playing when he saw how his six-year old son was being 

pressured and he identified that adult ambition had created ña 

new medical ailment, óLittle League elbow.ôò 518 Sadly, nothing 

has changed. Ex-pitcher Tommy John is immortalized because 

an elbow operation was specifically created to keep him playing 

ball.  

As kids are prematurely using up their bodies for 

supposedly upcoming rewards, most will not meet their ï or 

their parentsô ï goals. ñJust 5.8 percent of high school football 

players, one in seventeen, will suit up for a college 

squadémenôs soccer (5.7 percent), baseball (5.6 percent), 

womenôs basketball (3.1 percent), and menôs basketball (2.9 

percent).ò 519 And sports-related scholarship aid is a drop in the 

bucket because colleges try to give all athletes a little 

something: ñ18 percent at public colleges and universities and 

just 7 percent at private ones,ò leaving most with hefty tuition 

bills despite some assistance. 520 As elite club and travel teams 

are joined in hopes of attracting college coaches and kids are 

trucked to places like Walt Disney World for championships, 

year-round training is hurting kids physically and psychically.  

                                                           
516 Mark Hyman. ¦ƴǘƛƭ Lǘ IǳǊǘǎΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ hōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ²ƛǘƘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ {ǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
How It Harms Our Kids (Boston: Beacon Press, 2009), 9. 
517 Hyman, 11. 
518 Hyman, 12-14. 
519 Hyman, 33. 
520 Hyman, 33-34. 
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 Letôs look at physically: ñEach year, as many as half of 

all youth sports injuries are the result of overuse ï a regimen of 

sports play and training so intense that a childôs body rebels.ò 

How much overuse could there be? Many Little Leaguers throw 

more pitches than ñgrown men pitching in big league 

ballparks.ò 521 It so happens that ñpitchers who throw more than 

eighty pitches in a game have four times the risk of injury 

leading to surgery compared to pitchers who donôtò but Little 

League officials havenôt exactly followed orthopedic surgeonsô 

advice. 522 Operations on youth patients used to be rare, but in 

one surgeonôs office, UCL repair (the ñTommy Johnò 

operation) has climbed from seven players between 1988 to 

1994 to 424 between 2000 and 2004. 523 Perhaps as much as 

fifty percent of these injuries are due to overuse which means 

that they are preventable, according to sports doctors, and early 

single-sport specialization is a contributing factor ï one medical 

expert suggests banning curveballs for those under fourteen 

years of age. 524  

Beyond this are other debilitating and disabling 

problems: ñAnabolic steroids that build astounding muscle mass 

but leave users with damaging lifelong health effects; brain 

injuries resulting from multiple concussions; and eating 

disorders that shrink some young athletes and dangerously bulk 

up others.ò 525 One popular supplement, Creatine, is completely 

legal and accessible in stores and weight rooms but ñthere are 

no studies of Creatine use by children under age eighteen and 

                                                           
521 Mark Hyman. ¦ƴǘƛƭ Lǘ IǳǊǘǎΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ hōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ²ƛǘƘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ {ǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
How It Harms Our Kids (Boston: Beacon Press, 2009), 75. 
522 Hyman, 76. 
523 Hyman, 84. 
524 Hyman, 103, 132.  
525 Hyman, 98-99. 
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little is known about its long-term effects on young bodies.ò 526 

No one seems especially concerned about steroid use in youth 

sports, despite the American Academy of Pediatricsô continual 

warning beginning in the ô90s that ñmood swings and 

depression [are] known side effects of anabolic steroid use in 

children.ò 527 Some team players even feel left out as minor 

team members when they arenôt offered steroids like the star 

members because they are not aware of their destructive effects. 

These medications and supplements and surgeries are part of a 

national sports rhetoric which espouses a ñwhatever it takesò 

attitude, the likes of which would be applauded by Vince 

Lombardi. 528   

Promotion of Patriotism: 

Expect to see militaristic promotions at professional 

sports events you attend with your kids because the Pentagon 

spent $6.8 million in taxpayer dollars to sports teams inside the 

NFL, NBA, NHL, MLB and MLS over four years. So those 

ñon-field color guard ceremonies, performances of the national 

anthem, and ceremonial first pitches and puck dropsò 529 arenôt 

just done out of the goodness of the teamsô hearts but are well-

paid gimmicks funded by the American public. Thanks to 

Senators John McCain and Jeff Flake for bringing this to our 

attention and questioning the appropriateness of doing so. 

                                                           
526 Mark Hyman. ¦ƴǘƛƭ Lǘ IǳǊǘǎΥ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΩǎ hōǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ²ƛǘƘ ¸ƻǳǘƘ {ǇƻǊǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
How It Harms Our Kids (Boston: Beacon Press, 2009), 104-105. 
527 Hyman, 108. 
528 ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŀǘŜǎǘ aƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ǇŜŜŎƘŜǎ ƛƴ {ǇƻǊǘǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅΦέ aŀȅ мрΣ нлмпΦ 
http://www.complex/sports.com.html.  
529 Laura Barron-[ƻǇŜȊ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀǾƛǎ ²ŀƭŘǊƻƴΦ άtŜƴǘŀƎƻƴ tŀƛŘ ¦Ǉ ǘƻ ϷсΦу 
Million of Taxpayer Money to Pro {ǇƻǊǘǎ ¢ŜŀƳǎ ŦƻǊ aƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ¢ǊƛōǳǘŜǎΦέ The 
Huffington Post. Nov. 4, 2015. http://www.huffpost.com/us.html.  
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WRESTLING:  

 Media depictions of what it means to be a man are 

increasingly problematic. To avoid public ridicule, men are 

trained by media to avoid being vulnerable ï and violence is 

part of that taught cultural norm. ñIf we want to understand 

violence in America, we need to understand the growing 

connection made in our society ï on both an individual and a 

systemic level ï between being a man and being violent. And 

we need to understand how this has produced disastrous results 

for American society as a whole.ò 530 Men and boys in our 

society are facing a crisis because violent depictions of 

manhood teach them to use violence as the best problem-

solving tool from an early age, and those around them ï 

influenced by the same media sources ï act to regulate any 

deviation from this way of behaving. Tune in to The World 

Wrestling Federation, now called World Wrestling 

Entertainment (the WWE), which has ñthe highest rated cable 

programs every weekéwith 4.5 million [mostly male] teens 

watchingé[earning] millions of dollars in sales from 

merchandising products.ò 531 These products include action 

figures whose muscles are substantially larger than in yearsô 

past.  

 Male superheroes and their weapons have grown in size 

over the years ï as seen in video games, professional wrestling, 

and action films ï while female bodies are shrinking. The effect 

of these depictions is that anorexia among girls and women and 

                                                           
530 WŜǊŜƳȅ 9ŀǊǇ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ YŀǘȊΦ ά¢ƻǳƎƘ DǳƛǎŜΥ ±ƛƻƭŜƴŎŜΣ aŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
/Ǌƛǎƛǎ ƛƴ aŀǎŎǳƭƛƴƛǘȅ {ǘǳŘȅ DǳƛŘŜΦέ Media Education Foundation. 
http://www.mediaed.org.html. Page 7.  
531 Sut WƘŀƭƭȅ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ YŀǘȊΦ ά²ǊŜǎǘƭƛƴƎ ²ƛǘƘ aŀƴƘƻƻŘΥ .ƻȅǎΣ .ǳƭƭȅƛƴƎ ϧ 
.ŀǘǘŜǊƛƴƎΦέ Cǳƭƭ ¢ǊŀƴǎŎǊƛǇǘΦ Media Education Foundation. 
http://www.mediaed.org.html. Pages 3-4. 
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steroid abuse by boys and men is on the rise. 532 Masculine 

codes of being heroic only through an imposing cruelty are seen 

by eight-year old boys watching as bulked up male figures 

abuse scantily clad Barbie doll types. New narratives in 

wrestling include women and effeminate men as a way of 

increasing gendered violence and making those presented as 

straight, tough wrestlers seem even more masculine. These 

story lines use women (and men who donôt meet the male code) 

as the enemies of masculine men and make it seem as if the 

violence against them is justified; therefore, audiences howl and 

clap as a woman is hit, the crowd calls her a slut over and over 

again, and the announcer says she/they enjoyed the abuse. 533 

The story lines reflect the larger problem of intimidation against 

women and others ï a major health concern ï so society needs 

to question the role of this scripted but real-looking 

entertainment.       

CHILD BEAUTY PAGEANTS:  

 Television has promoted a number of reality shows 

revolving around child [read: mostly girl] beauty pageants: WE 

T.V.ôs ñLittle Miss Perfect,ò The Learning Channelôs ñToddlers 

and Tiaras,ò The CWôs ñCrowned: The Mother of All 

Pageants,ò TLCôs ñKing of the Crown,ò which features a 

pageant prep team, and ñHere Comes Honey Boo Boo.ò Along 

with ñDance Moms,ò these programs largely show competitive 

moms and exhausted, overly made-up girls. An inordinate 

amount of time and money are spent in pursuit of the crown, 

                                                           
532 WŜǊŜƳȅ 9ŀǊǇ ŀƴŘ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ YŀǘȊΦ ά¢ƻǳƎƘ DǳƛǎŜΥ ±iolence, Media and the 
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resulting in out-of-whack budgets for households paying 

thousands for pageant dresses, spray tans, false eye lashes and 

hair pieces. Girls are being raised thinking their beauty is all-

important; therefore, academic, athletic, and family time take a 

backseat as rehearsal of routines becomes paramount.  

Heightened expectations of parents can translate to low 

self-esteem for the majority who do not win. ñChildrenélearn 

that power and happiness do not come to women through active 

pursuit and assertive engagement with life, but rather through 

obedience, servitude, patience, and, ultimately, through the 

magic of cosmetic make-over.ò 534 Modern beauty pageants are 

reversing decades of feminist work and reinforcing gender 

stereotypes, sending the wrong message to Americaôs youth 

who now have a distortion of body image, often resulting in 

anorexia, depression, and loss of self-esteem.    

 The Miss America Pageant program ñ[teaches] girls who 

[are] beginning their teen years what to aspire to: beauty, poise, 

talent, and intelligence. But these qualities really [boil] down to 

doll-like beauty, an unceasing smile, an interest in a social issue 

that [reinforces] for the audience the girlôs femininity.ò Many 

television shows which attract middle school girls are ñbeauty 

contests in disguise: Americaôs Next Top Model, The Bachelor, 

For Love or Money, Who Wants to Marry My Dad?, Sports 

Illustrated Swimsuit Model, Outback Jack, and The Swan are 

just a few of the shows that line beautiful women up for 

choosing and do a version of the swimsuit competition.ò 535 

                                                           
534 Elwood Watson and Darcy Martin, eds. ά¢ƘŜǊŜ {ƘŜ LǎΣ aƛǎǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀέΥ ¢ƘŜ 
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York: Palgrave MacMillan, 2004), 153.   
535 Sharon Lamb, Ed.D., and Lyn Mikel Brown, Ed.D. Packaging Girlhood: 
wŜǎŎǳƛƴƎ hǳǊ 5ŀǳƎƘǘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ aŀǊƪŜǘŜǊǎΩ {ŎƘŜƳŜǎ όbŜǿ ¸ƻǊƪΥ {ǘΦ aŀǊǘƛƴΩǎ 
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This newly-packaged, but antiquated programming continues 

the parading of women and girls as nothing more than 

specimens meant to appear in spectacle.  

 Ironically, the rules for competition in a San Diego 

pageant (which follow exactly those at the national level), a 

Miss America preliminary, require that a woman: ñMust not 

have been convicted of a crime of moral turpitude [in what 

previous century did this wording originate?]; must not have 

appeared nude in any photo, movie, video, publication or event 

and must agree not to appear in such during the year of 

competition in the Fairest of the Fair/Miss San Diego County 

competition; must be female, single, have never been married, 

never been a mother, and must be of good moral character.ò 536 

It is interesting that these women are not allowed nudity, yet 

they are forced to saunter on stage as close to semi-nude as a 

person can be without showing oneôs belly button (another 

rule); it is even more telling, perhaps, that one is not allowed to 

have given birth to a child, the very ï supposedly cherished ï 

pool from which the pageants feed.  

P.T. Barnum, circus magnate extraordinaire, started 

hosting baby shows in 1855, ñgiving cash prizes in such 

categories as the ófinest twin,ô the ófinest triplet,ô and the ófinest 

baby.ôò 537 Over a four day period, the shows attracted over 

sixty thousand people, ñtouched a middle-class chord,ò and 

ñinspired a song sheet, óBarnumôs Baby Show Polka.ôò 538 The 

shows of yesteryear may have sparked fond thoughts of 

                                                           
536 Sarah Banet-Weiser. The Most Beautiful Girl in the World: Beauty 
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motherhood and cooing children, yet todayôs pageants are 

hardly wholesome fun; rather, the stage is set for something 

more like a Las Vegas showgirl revue. Child beauty pageants 

exist around the globe, but France recently proposed making it 

illegal to ñhelp, encourage or tolerateò those under age sixteen 

to participate in a pageant because they no longer wished to see 

the sexualization of their young girls. 539 The United States 

perpetuates one-dimensional views of women and girls which 

harms men and boys as well in creating false representations of 

what it means to be a person.  

 Child beauty pageants are a round-the-clock pursuit for 

over 300,000 children in the U.S. and it is a five-billion dollar 

per year industry. 540 These pageants are linked to adult female 

beauty pageants, since many are called ñyouth development 

programsò ï some 35,000 local, state, and national competitions 

feed into several national contests ï which prepare the girls for 

the big pageants entered in oneôs teens. It is felt that the younger 

one starts, the greater chance to become properly groomed and 

trained for the big time in contests like the prized Miss America 

Pageant. 541 Yet early entry requires a hefty budget. 

 This latest fad has spawned a burgeoning industry: 

There are talent coaches, pageant photographers, promotion and 

business managers, wardrobe designers, and hair designers all 

wanting to be a part of the festivities. There are movies 

revolving around the pageant world, such as ñPainted Babies,ò 
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which follows the paths of two five-year old girls, Brooke and 

Asia, as they walk down the runways; later came ñPainted 

Babies at 17,ò a look at the same girls twelve years later. 542 

Independent magazines also exist for pageant contestants and 

their families along with how-to publications like the tape, ñThe 

Power to Win,ò the book ñ101 Secrets to Winning Beauty 

Pageants,ò and the ñInternational Directory of Pageants.ò 543          

 Over the years, the Miss America Pageant has seen 

varying degrees of popularity and had its share of controversy. 

The aforementioned beauty contest began as the Fall Pageant in 

1921 in Atlantic City, New Jersey, as a way of extending tourist 

visits. The contest has often been criticized as objectifying 

women, and some still find it degrading that women must have 

a talent, be judged in a luxurious evening gown, and even, of 

course, in a bathing suit. Pageant officials felt that having the 

women take off their heels and walk barefoot during the 

swimsuit competition made the women look less like sex 

objects. Another criticism of the pageant is that it did not 

represent minorities. Pageant officials say that the bylaws stated 

that all races were allowed to join; still, it was 1970 before an 

African-American was named Miss Iowa, and it was not until 

1983 that the first African-American Miss America was 

crowned. 544  

 Another complaint is the emphasis on old-fashioned 

etiquette and focusing on beauty as representing an ideal 

woman/girl. This beauty is often attained using unnatural 

methods: hair dying, wigs, and hair extensions and weaves; fake 
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tanning; ñflippers,ò an insert which gives one a perfect smile, or 

other extensive dental work; cosmetic surgery to increase oneôs 

bust size, reduce cellulite, and minimize nose size; laser hair 

removal; false eyelashes, etc. Caked on make-up is encouraged 

even in child pageants which claim they desire a natural look. 

And letôs not forget that hairspray can stunt growth and cause 

lung cancer. 545 

 This is fine for adults who willingly give consent to 

endure these procedures, but not for children who have just 

been born. Parents should not have the right to thrust such 

treatment onto their children, but legally they do have the right. 

It is troubling that a child has no right to say no to being entered 

in a pageant. The parents of these children say that if the 

children tell them they no longer wish to participate, they will 

be allowed to stop. Yet these are the same parents who are 

subjecting their children to grueling rehearsal schedules, and a 

baby cannot utter words to explain discontent.  

 The average schedule for youngsters on the pageant 

track is daunting: practicing routines, hair and make-up 

makeovers, fittings for clothes, tanning, learning to walk 

correctly, etc. Some children/infants have make-up applied 

while they are sleeping because they are so tired; often, siblings 

of contestants are asleep on parents as well. The emphasis on 

oneôs appearance rules out learning the lesson that what is 

inside a person is what matters. In addition, children are 

spending the bulk of their time trying to please parents, so the 

pressure of parental expectations is exceptional. All children 

want to participate in whatever it is that their parents find fun or 
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important, but ï even when they are doing their best ï more is 

constantly demanded of them.  

 Being told what they are doing wrong consistently must 

take a toll. One educational psychology professor says that in 

addition to children perceiving that the route to success and 

popularity is through oneôs looks, they may also come to feel 

that their beauty makes them better than someone else. She also 

cites jealousy and envy as potential psychological difficulties. 

She says that some adults push their children to win as a way of 

gaining prestige and small children should not have adult 

pressures. ñWe are denying some of these children their 

childhood, which is something you can never get back.ò 546  

 Retouched photos of girls and babies make them look 

like robotic dolls with digitally enlarged eyes, porcelain skin, 

and more pouty lips. It is popular among pageant parents to 

have dolls made which resemble their children. The message is 

clear: Society adores its children, or rather, its perfect children 

who resemble adults. The other message appears to be that 

everybody loves a winner, particularly pageant parents, who 

encourage children to keep their eyes on the prize. Sadly, out of 

two thousand contestants for the Miss America Pageant, for 

example, only fifty will be chosen; out of those, only ten 

finalists; and of those, only one winner. The chances of winning 

become smaller as a child rises to teen years.  

 Many parents believe so strongly in promoting their 

offspring in such an exploitative manner that they are willing to 

spend a fortune in time and money on the pursuit. This level of 

importance overrides all else in the household, and devotion can 
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become completely obsessive. Pageant parents have a tendency 

to keep their homes, other family members, and bank accounts 

in chaos trying to keep up with what is required. Bathing suits 

for four-hundred dollars (needing ñbutt tapeò to keep them in 

place on tiny bodies), and evening gowns fetching a thousand 

dollars, add up fast. That parents and grandparents are willing to 

usurp so much energy and funding from themselves and other 

family members indicates there are few personal goals for the 

adults in charge.  

 The answer from both the industry and pageant parents 

is that they hope to send their children to college with a 

scholarship, but what they just paid for that glitz dress could 

buy a full-semester class at a local college. Proponents of these 

contests state that the girls learn important elements, including: 

the thrills of competition; self-confidence boosting; expertise in 

public speaking; how to win (and presumably how to lose); how 

to earn a beauty pageant scholarship (although if given more 

time on academic work, an academic-based scholarship would 

be more of a definite); how to handle pressure; how to assert 

oneôs self; how to make friends; and how to have fun. A 

common reason given by pageant mothers is that they want 

their little girls to have an opportunity they never had the 

chance to enjoy; thus, there is a socio-economic component in 

attempting an upper class pursuit and linking with the royal. It 

isnôt just pageants: Many families sign up junior members for 

lessons (dance, piano, horseback riding, etc.) as a way of 

providing luxuries never afforded the parents as children.        

 As mentioned, France has been brave enough to attempt 

to ban child beauty pageants for their hyper-sexualization of 

children after a debate was sparked by a ñFrench Vogueò photo 

spread in 2010 showing a 10-year old girl pouting provocatively 

in high heels, tight clothes, and heavy make-up ï could the U.S. 
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follow suit? Probably not since participating in a single 

competition costs between $3000 to $5000 and none of the big 

businesses which have been established around these 

competitions would want to lose those investments but 

especially because the shows are thought of as appropriate 

American entertainment. 547 

 As these children ï mainly girls ï endure potentially 

problematic perceptions of body image now and later, a loss of 

self-esteem, and physical and mental exhaustion, one wonders 

about the risks involved in encouragement of the male gaze and 

whether any gate-keepers are in place to check members in the 

audience who may target children. Obviously, anyone can view 

videotaped performances by pageant children which can easily 

be watched via Internet sources like YouTube or pageant 

websites directly. ñGirls involved in pageants are promoting 

sexuality by their make-up, their clothes, the routines they 

perform, their whole demeanor, and it is the very innocence of 

these children that is being sexualized.ò 548 One assumes that 

parents and tour organizers do not see it that way, since often 

children are encouraged to sing and dance to provocative lyrics. 

Many parents tell their little girls they look ñsassyò upon 

completion of a song with flirtatious lyrics or when gesturing in 

sexy adult poses; it is interesting to note the similarity between 

the words ñsexyò and ñsassy.ò One wonders about the 

consequences of promoting a sexual image on youth, especially 

when regular television programming encourages the princess 

scenario for young women viewed through the male gaze in 

shows like ñThe Bachelorette.ò The demarcation between adult 
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and child has been blurred, with potentially dangerous 

consequences. Society needs to examine why U.S. parents and 

officials are insisting their children look a decade older than 

they are, because children are not miniature adults.    

GENDERED CLOTHING:  

 Our perception that child beauty pageants are a small 

part of the society and that they donôt influence children overall 

is incorrect. The result is sexist t-shirts at J.C. Penneyôs like: 

ñIôm too pretty to do homework, so my brother has to do it for 

meò or the bright pink ñMy Best Subjects: Boys, Shopping, 

Music, Dancing.ò 549 Similarly, messages like the light pink 

ñBorn to Wear Diamondsò versus the blue and red lettered ñBig 

Bro Super Heroò are intended to present will-be men as tough 

and indicate that little girls are destined to be divas at any cost. 
550 Not only do these t-shirts minimize the potential of our 

children by defining them before they have a chance to define 

themselves, but they perpetuate the sexual binary by once again 

pitting men/boys against women/girls. As McDonaldôs asks, ñIs 

it for a boy or a girl?ò when ordering a Happy Meal, and toys 

are segregated between those for girls and boys in most toy 

stores, it seems in order to remember that blue and pink were 

not gender signifiers until the 20th century. 551 Since then, 

marketers have worked fast to encourage a gendered division, 
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few males are willing to admit they love pink, and girls are left 

to be nothing more than painted dolls. 

CHILDRENôS NUTRITION:  

 Advertising for clothes is only part of the problem, 

because ads for food are also taking a toll and, of course, a child 

canôt think and learn without quality food. The food supply for 

and diet of American children is the worst human history has 

ever known, the result of which is heart disease, high blood 

pressure, diabetes, and other mental and physical aberrations. 

More foods and beverages are available than ever before, but 

the types and choices are contributing to health failure in 

children at a startling rate. No one would have guessed that 

advances in food production would, in fact, harm children in 

record numbers, but this is what is occurring.  

 Some would argue that variety in food choices is 

helping children, but this greater variety is produced through 

factory farming and alternate growing techniques which are 

harmful. Members of the European Union, which will not allow 

genetically-modified food from the U.S., are paying a premium 

for their sustenance. No one really knows the ramifications over 

time of the relatively inexpensive foodstuffs commonly 

available for American children.    

 Though food prices remain reasonable, the United States 

introduced genetically-modified products into its market some 

time ago with no upheaval ï because there was no press 

coverage or education regarding such. Currently, foods which 

are irradiated or genetically modified have no warning label to 

inform consumers of their presence. Pesticides on foods grown 

in the U.S. abound, and an even bigger source of pesticide and 

insecticide poisoning may exist on foods from other countries, 

which may or may not be regulated for allowable amounts. 
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Crops are full of pollutants from acidic rainfall. Due to factory 

farming, there is added potential for disease from contamination 

in large processing plants. Many additives and colorings in 

processed foods are causing allergic reactions in children and 

others. Too many foods ï the most frequently advertised ï 

contain high fructose corn syrup, hydrogenated fats, enriched 

whole wheat flour (wheat which has been stripped of its original 

vitamins and minerals), and other synthetics which are 

contributing to weight gain and disease. Hormones and 

antibiotics are fed to animals which then are transferred to 

Americaôs meat and dairy supplies, possibly responsible for 

early maturation in todayôs youth. Moreover, youngsters tend to 

want to drink carbonated soft drinks, rather than low-fat milk, 

fruit juice, or water, which is causing them to gain 

unprecedented amounts of weight. Obesity is linked to the 

amount of food advertisements children see and marketers 

scheme with toy and movie producers to attract children to 

high-calorie restaurants with toys. These problems are taking a 

toll on Americaôs littlest consumers. 

Corporate Influences: 

 In the early 1970s, soda machines were introduced to 

campuses; not coincidentally, this was also the onset of weight 

gain in children living in the United States. Schools were 

previously a harbor for academic pursuits, as well as beacons of 

independence yet, during this era, business and academic 

worlds mingled. In cafeterias across the nation, twenty percent 

of campuses have brand-name products. In grades kindergarten 

through high school, over twenty thousand feature vending 

machines. School campuses gave an estimated $750 million to 
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the vending machine industry in 1997. 552 Schools actually 

encourage students to drink soda via the message: Drink soft 

drinks and support your school. If soft drink companies were 

not on campuses, the number of students drinking soda would 

go down. 553 With the help of General Mills and their ñBox 

Tops for Educationò program, students are further encouraged 

to ingest the worst of additive-rich foods. Letôs not forget those 

candy bar, gift wrap, and greenery for the holidays campaigns. 

And donôt be surprised if your child goes to a factory or retailer 

on a field trip. The eventual result of this business connection 

has not been just soda and snack machines, but sporting events, 

book fairs, and fundraiser promotions by brand-name food 

products, and even advertising of unhealthy products on 

Channel One televisions during class time. 554  

Channel One, with its 12-minute current events 

programming (which includes two minutes of advertising), is in 

forty percent of American secondary schools ï and is now being 

placed on buses ï and ZapMe runs their ads on studentsô 

computer screens for at least four hours per day (in 1400 

schools nationwide) in exchange for giving schools free Internet 

browsing software. 555 Companies are even sending products for 

use as teaching tools (using M&Ms to teach kids how to count, 
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for example). Not only are grain-based companies sponsoring 

curricula through incentive programs but fast-food chains are 

also invested in food domination. 556 Some schools even give 

certificates to local restaurants as prizes for getting on the 

principalôs list.  

 And no wonder there is such an effort to recruit children 

as consumers: ñSchool kids [elementary] in the United States 

spend between $11-15 billion annually and influence an 

additional $160 billion in spending by adults and others.ò 557 

Further, ñteenagers spend $57 billion of their own money every 

year and $36 billion of their familiesô money.ò 558 Schools 

increasingly desperate for funding have entered into exclusive 

agreements with soft drink companies (in order to keep 

competitors out) and have even offered up ñadvertising space 

and class time to media companies in exchange for television 

equipment or Internet software.ò 559 Free scoreboards, 

marquees, and technological equipment ï adding up to hundreds 

of thousands of dollars ï are hard to turn down when school 

budgets are being cut. As previously noted, since school 

funding is largely dependent on property taxes, schools in 

poorer areas are already behind in funding. As parents 

contribute less because of a weakened economy, marketers and 

schools are turning to the kids.    

 Marketing firms have increased advertising targeted 

toward children. From 1980 to 2004, advertisers increased 
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spending on childrenôs advertising from one-hundred million to 

fifteen billion a year, 15,000 percent! 560 As a result, kids in 

America see about 40,000 commercials a year on television 

alone, many for unhealthy food choices. 561 ñSome countries, 

like Sweden and Norway, have banned ads that target children, 

and others are considering a similar action.ò 562 But in the 

United States, when eight-year olds were asked if they would 

rather have their fathers, teachers, grandparents, Ronald 

McDonald, or Tony the Tiger accompany them on an outing, 

they chose the latter two. Between 1977 and 1996, fast food 

diets for children increased three-hundred percent. Since 

genetics account for only twenty-five to forty percent of their 

body weight, a minimum of sixty percent is influenced by the 

environment. 563 What we see, we eat. And the inclusion of a 

toy doesnôt hurt. 

 U.S. companies move factories across borders because 

doing so allows them to avoid the majority of taxes. The 

business alliance between Disney Corporation and McDonaldôs 

is highly successful. The two opened a factory in Vietnam 

which exposes young women to terrible work conditions. 

Seventeen-year old girls who work for ten hours a day, and earn 
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six cents an hour, make Disney character toys for McDonaldôs 

Happy Meals. In February 1997, two-hundred of the young 

women got sick from exposure to toxic chemicals while trying 

to earn their $4.20 per seventy-hour a week salary. Twenty-five 

collapsed and some were taken to the hospital. 564 One wonders 

about the message our culture is sending to other parts of the 

world, not to mention to our own children. 

 While theyôre gulping down McNuggets, consider the 

following: ñJunk food chains, including KFC and Pizza Hut, are 

under attack from major environmental groups in the U.S. and 

other developed countries because of their environmental 

impact. Intensive breeding of livestock and poultry for such 

restaurants leads to deforestation, land degradation, and 

contamination of water sources and other natural resources. For 

every pound of red meat, poultry, eggs, and milk produced, 

farm fields lose about 5 lbs. of irreplaceable top soil. The water 

necessary for meat breeding comes to about 190 gallons per 

animal per day, or 10 times what a normal Indian family is 

supposed to use in one day, if it gets water at all.ò 565 We are 

complicit in damaging the planet every time we go through a 

drive-thru. Consumption is ever-present in American minds. 

The nation is spoon-fed a list of must-haves from an 

unregulated corporate hierarchy. If you slide through that mock 

Italian café corporate coffee house after dropping the kids off at 

school, check out this ambience-breaker: ñThe $3 many 

Americans shell out for a latte at Starbucks is equivalent to the 

daily wage of a Central American coffee picker. Hereôs another 

heart-stopper, specially designed for the non-gourmet coffee 
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drinker. Those $3.95 cans of Maxwell House and Folgers you 

pick up at your local supermarketéthe beans that fill them are 

bought for around a quarter and come from corporate farms that 

use environmentally poisonous pesticides and clear-cut forests 

to produce the highest possible yields.ò 566 Whatôs the answer? 

Fair Trade coffee has enabled farmersô annual incomes to 

double so that ñmore than 500,000 people in 20 developing 

nations are now living above the poverty line.ò 567 To demand 

that places like Starbucks carry only Fair Trade coffee is a good 

way to make that delicious beverage easier to swallow; 

somehow, McDonaldôs restaurants in France serve only fair 

trade, so why is the U.S. exempt from this policy?   

 Corporate leaders are known for one thing: Increasing 

profits. As James U. McNeal, professor of marketing at Texas 

A&M, said: ñThere are only two ways to increase customers. 

Either you switch them to your brand or you grow them from 

birth.ò Another famous quote, from General Mills executive, 

Wayne Chilicki: ñWhen it comes to targeting kid consumers, 

we at General Mills follow the Proctor and Gamble model of 

ócradle to grave.ô We believe in getting them early and having 

them for life.ò 568 This type of thinking is working incredibly 

well. Maybe this unethical stance would fare better if the 

products themselves were of good quality; sadly, this is not the 

case.  

 It is clear that the foods most popular with children are 

causing them harm. One of the problems facing youth is ADHD 
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diagnosing, and the most likely cause is food additives. 

Preservatives, synthetic colorings, and flavorings, which are all 

in processed foods, increase hyperactivity and may lead to a 

doctor or school official proclamation of ADHD ï and then 

comes the medication. The fact is there have been many studies 

which confirm that when diets no longer contain synthetic color 

additives, hyperactivity is minimized. Excitability, restlessness, 

irritability, short attention span, and aggressiveness are all 

behaviors linked to synthetic food additives. 569 Scientists and 

researchers are trying to decipher which are the worst culprits. 

For years, many have worried about the safety of terrain, 

caffeine, and monosodium glutamate, all often used to flavor, 

color, or preserve food. Many countries have banned certain 

additives, but others have not. 570 Recent studies propose that it 

is the cocktail consumed via combination of processed food 

with soft drinks which could be contributing to behavioral 

problems. 571 

 As if these types of difficulties were not enough, the 

food-processing industry is using Olestra, just the beginning of 

synthetic creations meant to help society lose weight; 

conversely, it presents another problem: anal seepage. 572 

Embarrassing though that might be, an incredible seventeen 

percent of the teen population in the United States ï and one in 
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seven children ï is obese. 573 This problem is a racial and class 

issue as well. The poor and people of color live in environments 

which make them more likely to become obese, but the wealthy 

white have greater access to fresh foods which are nutritious 

and lower in fat and salt. In the neighborhoods of people of 

color and the poor, fast-food restaurants are concentrated most 

heavily. 574 This subjects great numbers to diabetes, high blood 

pressure, heart problems, and early, preventable death. 

 Pesticides are another difficulty facing youth, since tiny 

bodies are more easily affected by poisons, and it is proven that 

children are healthier when their diets are organic. Tests in 2002 

found that pesticide residues concentrate in children who eat 

conventionally grown foods; as expected, these residues were 

six to nine times higher than in children who were given an 

organic diet. When exposed to high levels of organophosphorus 

pesticides, children are at high risk for brain and bone cancer 

and for childhood leukemia. 575 For every person in the nation, 

America now uses five pounds of pesticide active ingredients. 
576  

 Perhaps an even bigger problem is genetically altered, 

modified, and engineered foods and crops. More than half of the 

planted acreage in the United States is genetically modified 
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varieties. In 2000, Taco Bell was caught using a genetically 

modified corn not approved by the USDA for human 

consumption in their brand taco shells. This led to a nationwide 

recall of corn products which verified this, but no one 

mentioned the substantial amount of genetically modified foods 

already approved by the EPA, FDA, and USDA. 577 In 1994, the 

FDA approved marketing genetically modified foods; by 2001, 

twenty-six percent of corn and sixty-eight percent of soybeans 

planted in the United States were genetically modified varieties. 

On grocery store shelves, sixty percent of processed foods 

contain transgenic corn and soybean ingredients. 578 But 

labeling wonôt indicate that fact. Behemoth companies like 

Monsanto, Cargill, and DuPont force farmers to use their GMO-

patented seeds, which means they are coming to own the 

worldôs food supply. 579 

 Another difficulty facing the nation is the overuse of 

antibiotics on the animals relied upon for food. As early as 

1989, a branch of the National Academy of Sciences warned 

that the use of antibiotics by factory farmers would create 

antibiotic resistant bacteria that would negatively affect human 

health. 580 That day has come. Corn-fed diets of cattle ï as 
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opposed to hay-fed diets ï and not allowing the animals to roam 

the pasture, has resulted in a new, dangerous strain of E. coli 

called E. coli O157. This would not have evolved in the 

stomachs of cows had they been grass-fed. In addition, factory 

farming does not allow the animals to move away from their 

own feces, which they would naturally prefer. As a result of 

having to stand in feces, diseases are multiplying. 581 So, meat-

processing giants in the United States have come up with a 

solution to fight the problems which come from their own 

practices of making animals stand in feces and among carcasses 

of fellow beasts (who have died often as a result of neglect and 

whose bodies are sometimes fed to surviving cattle or added to 

dog food): Food irradiation. 

 In order to create highly charged, radioactive beams 

using Cesium 137 or Cobalt 60, facilities which irradiate have 

walls that are six feet thick. It is voluntary whether companies 

wish to label irradiated meat. The members of meatpacking and 

fast-food conglomerates, called The Beef Industry Food Safety 

Council, have asked that the term ñirradiationò be changed to 

ñcold pasteurization.ò 582 As it stands, the FDA has approved 

many types of foods for irradiation stating that the process 

controls insects, delays sprouting and ripening, preserves food, 

prevents foodborne illness, and sterilizes. Using one of three 

approved methods ï gamma rays, X-rays, and electron beams ï 

the FDA approves the following for irradiation: beef and pork; 

poultry; molluscan shellfish (oysters, clams, mussels, and 

scallops); shell eggs; fresh fruits and vegetables; spices and 

seasonings; and seeds for sprouting (e.g., alfalfa sprouts). ñBulk 
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foods, such as fruits and vegetables, are required to be 

individually labeled or to have a label next to the sale container. 

The FDA does not require that individual ingredients in multi-

ingredient foods (e.g., spices) be labeled.ò 583 This means that a 

sack of potatoes must be labeled but that cubed potatoes in a 

multi-ingredient can of soup does not. Unless your food is 

grown by you or is labeled stating non-GMO and non-

irradiated, you simply donôt know what youôre putting into your 

childôs mouth. 

 In 1997, it was discovered that girls are physically 

developing more quickly than ever before. The results of a 

survey of 17,000 girls reported that by the age of eight, 

approximately one out of every two African-American girls and 

one in seven white girls started puberty with pubic hair and 

breast growth. Even more disturbingly, three out of every one-

hundred African-American girls and one out of every one-

hundred Caucasian girls showed these characteristics by age 

three! The only explanation for the onset of early puberty was 

found to be dietary in nature. 584   

 As teens and children try to lose weight in order to avoid 

the disdain of a culture which values svelte bodies, many are 

given artificial sweeteners. In 1994, a U.S. Department of 

Health and Human Services report revealed that aspartame, the 

artificial sweetener, can cause eighty-eight toxic symptoms in 

humans. Although some of these can cause death, aspartame is 
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